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STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT THABO MBEK( TO THE NATIONAL HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
AND THE NATION, ON THE OCCASION OF THE TABLING OF THE REPORT OF THE TRUTH
AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION: CAPE TOWN, APRIL 15, 2003,

Madame Spealter and Depuly Speaker;
Chairperson and Deputy Chalrperson of the Councli of Provinces;
Depuly President;
Chlef Justice and Members of the Judlciary;
Former Members of the Truth and Reconciliatlon Gommission;
Ministers and Depuly Ministers;
Distingulshed Premlers;
iHonoured Tradltional Leaders;
Leaders of the Chapler Nine Institullons;
Honourable Leaders of our Polltica! Parlles;
Your Excellencles, Ambassadors and High Commissloners;
Honourable Members;
Distingulshed Guesls;
| Fellow South Afrlcans:

\ We have convened today as the elacted representatives of the people of Soulh Afrlca to reflect on the
@ work of the Truth and Reconclllation Commission, lo examine Its Recommendations and to find
answers, In practical lerms, to the questlon - where to from heret

We wish lo acknowledge [he presence of Commissioners of the erstwhlle TRC, who took time off thelr
busy schedules lo Join us In commending the Report lo our natlonal parllament.

[ am confident that | speak on behaif of all Honourable Members when | say to these Commissioners,
and thraugh them, fo Archblshop Desmond Tutu and the other Commissioners not present here
today, that South Africa sincerely appreclates the work thal they have done. Our thanks also go lo the
staff of the Commisslon and all who conlributed to the success of the work of the TRC, which we are

Juslified lo cslebrate loday.

They did everything humanly possible to reallse the objeclives of a process novel In its conception,
harrowing In lls execution and, In many respects, thankless in balancing expeclation and reality.
Our assessment of the TRGC's success cannot therefore be based on whether it has brought contritlon
and forgiveness, or whether at the end of ils work, it handed us a unlted and reconclled soclety, For

{ this was not Its mandate. What the TRC set aut to do, and has undoubtedly achleved, Is to offer us
the slgnposls In the Long March lo these Ideals.

@ What it was required to do and has accompllshed, was o flag the dangers that can besel a stale not
premised on popular legllimacy and the confidence of iis cltizens, and the llis that would befall any
soclely founded on prejudice and & bellef in a "master raca™.

The exient to which the TRC coutd identily and pursue priority cases; lls abllily to bring to its hearings
all relevant actors; the aftentlon that It could pay to civil soclety's rofe in bultressing an Hllegitimate and
illegal state; and the TRC's investigative capaclly to pursue difflcult Issues with regard to which the

actors had declded le spurn lis call for co-operation - al) these weaknesses were those of soclety and

not the TRC as such.

And, we make bold lo say thal all these complexities make the product of the work of the TRG thal
much mare outstanding and impressive.

The pain and the agony thal characlerlsed the conflict among South Africans aver the decades, so
vlvidly relived In many hearlngs of the Commission, planted the seed of hope —of a fulure bright in its
humanlly and iis sense of caring.
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If Is a fulure whose realisation gave l\fe to the passlon for the liberation of our peopls, of Oliver Tambo
and Chrls Hanl, the tenth anniversary of whose passing away we mark this month, This includes
olhers such as Robert Mangallso Sobukwe and Steve Bantu Biko, who passed away 25 years ago
lhis year and last year respeclively. They joined and have since been Jotned by many other palriots to
whotn freedom meant life ilself,

We are indebled fo all of them; and we shall work lo ensure that lhelr memory lives on In the minds of
generations to come, Inspired by our common determination that never agaln should one South
African oppress anotherl

Al a critlcal moment In our history, as a paople, we came to the concluslon that we must, {ogether,
end the killing. We took a dellberate declsion thal a violent conflict was nelther In the Interest of our
counlry nor would It solve our problems.

Together, we decided that In the search for a solulion to our problems, nobody should be demonised
or excluded, We agreed that everybody should become part of the solulion, whalever they might have
done and represented In the pasl. This related both {o negotialing the fulurs of our country and
working 1o build the new South Africa we had all negotlaled.

We agreed that we would not have any war crimes {ribunals or {ake to the road of revenge and
rafribution. :

When Chrls Hanl, a great hero of our people was murdered, even as aur counlry was still governed
by a white minorily regime, we who represanted the oppressed majorily, said let those who remalned
in posilions of authority in our country carry out thelr responsibilily to bring those who had murdered
him lo book. We called on our people neliher to lake the law into lheir hands ner fo mete out biind
vengeance against those they knew as the beneficlarlas of apartheld oppression.

We Imposed a heavy burden particularly on the milllons who had been the vietims of this oppresslon
to let bygones be bygones, We sald (o them - do not covet the material wealth of those who benefited
from your oppression and exploliation, even as you remaln poor,

We walked among thelr ranks saying that none among them should predicate a belter futura for
themselves on the basls of the impoverishment of those who had prospered at thelr expense. We sald
to them that on the day of fberation, there would be no looling. There would be celsbrations and no
chaos.

We sald that as the majorlily, we had a responsibility to make our day of liberatlon an unforgettable
mament of joy, with none condemned to remember If forever as a day of bliter tears.

We sald to our people lhat they shauld honour the traditions they had bullt and entrenched over
cenlurles, never to hate people because of lhelr colour or race, always o valus all human beings, and
never to turn thelr backs on the deeply-enlrenched sentiment informed by the spirit of ubunty, to
forglve, understanding thal the harm done yesterday cannot be undone today by a resojve lo harm

another.

We reminded the masses of our people of lhe values thelr movement for natlonal liberatlon had
upheld throughout a turbulent century, of evarything lhey had done to defend both this movement and
its values, of thelr obligation never lo betray this noble herltage. Our people heeded all lhese calls.

By reason of the generoslly and the big hearls of the masses of our peopls, all of us have been able
lo sleep in peace, knowing that there will be no rlots in our streels. Because these consclous masses
know what they are aboul, the Truth and Reconciliation Commisslon was able to do Ils work enjoylng
the cooperation of those who for ages had upheld the vislon of a unlted humanity, In which each
would be one's brother and sister. These are an herolc people whose greatest reward Is the liberation

of thelr counlry.
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Of them, the TRC says: "Others did nol wish to be postrayed as a 'victim'. Indeed, many sald
exprassly that they regarded thamselves Instead as soldlers who had voluntarily pald the prics of thelr
struggle...Many have expressed reservallons about [he very notian of a ‘victim', a term which Is felf to
denote a certaln passivily and helplessness... Military operatives of {he iiberalion movements
generally did not report viotations they experfenced lo the Commisslon, although many who were
arrested experienced severs lorture, This Is in all likellhood a result of thelr reluctance to be seen as
‘vicllms', as apposed to combatants fighting for a moral cause for which they were prepared lo suffer
such violations. The same can be sald for most prominent polliical acllvisls and leadership
figures.., The Commission did not, for example, recelve a single Human Rights Violation statement

from any of lhe Rivonla lrlalists,"

Some of these, who had lo go through the torture chambers of the apartheld regime o bring us our
fiberly, are with us In this chamber taday. There are others who sit on the balcony as visitors, who lost
thelr loved ones whom they pride as liberators, and others who also suffered from repression.

Surely, all of us must feel a sense of humillity in the face of such selfless herolsm and altachment to
principle and moralily, the asserlion of the nobflily of the human spirt that would be demeaned,
denled and degraded by any suggestion that these heroces and herolnes are but mere 'victims', who
must recelve a cash reward for being simply and deeply human.

—~

@ | know there are some in this House who do not understand Lhe meanlng of what | have Just sald.
They think | have sald whal | have sald lo avold the payment of reparallans lo those whom the TRC
has Identified as ‘victims', within the meaning of the {aw.

Indeed, the TRC itself makes the gratultous comment (para 16, p 163, Vol 8} that: "Today, when the i
govarnment s spending so substantial a partlon of its budget on submarines and other military X
equipment, It Is unconvincing fo argue thal It Is too financlally strapped to meet this minimal ;
(reparations) commilment,"

Apart from anything else, the government has never presentad such an argument, !l Is difficulf o
understand why the Commission decided {o make such a statement. :

Elsewhere in Vol 6, the Rev Frank Chlkanae, Director General in he Presldency and former General i
Sacrelary of the South Afrloan Councll of Churchas, Is falsely reporied as having made a presentation \
to the Amnesty Commiltee, which he never dld.

He Is then sald to have told this Commiltes that he had partlcipated In kliling peopls. We do nol
undersland how this grave and Insuiting falsificatlon found its way Into the Reporl of the TRC. We are
pleased lo reporl thal Archbishap Tutu has wrillen to Rev Chikane 1o apalogise for this inexpilcable ll

@ account, ‘

The poet, Mangane Wally Serofe teaches us: ‘to every birth its blood'. And so, today we acknowledge
the paln that attended the siruggle to give birth {o the new life that South Afrlca has started lo enjoy.
In this era of Increased geopolilical tenslon, we dare celebrale as South Africans that we found home-
grown solutions that set us on a course of reconsiruction and development, nation-buliding,
reconclliation and peace among ourselves.

~

At this fime, when great uncertalnty aboul the future of our comman world envelaps the globs, we
dara stand on mountalin-tops to proclalm our humble cantributlon to the efforts of humanity to build a
stable, humane and safer Sauth Africa, and by exlension, a more stable, maore humane and safer

world.
Honourable Members;

If we should find correct answers lo the question, where to from hers, we wifl nsed {o remind
ourselves of the objectlves of the TRG from its very Incaplion, so aplly caplured in the preamble to the
Promotlon of Natlonal Unity and Reconclllation Act:
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"...the Constitution of the Republic of South Afrlca, 1993 provides a historic bridge helwaen the past
of a deeply divided soclsty characlerlsed by sirlfe, confllet, untold suffering and Injustice, and a fulure
founded on the racognilion of human rights, democracy and peaceful co-exislence for all Sauth
Alrlcans, Irrespective of colour, race , class, bellef or sex; .

"...the Gonstitulion stales that the purstilt of natlonal unily, the weli-being of all South Afrlcan cltizens
and peace requlre reconcillation between the peaple of South Aifrica and the reconslruclion of saclety;
"...I11s deemed necessary to establish the leuth in relalion lo past events as well as the motives for
and clrcumstances {n which gross violatlons of human rights have occurred, and to make lhe findings
known In order to prevent a repetilion of such acts In fulure;

*,..the Consliluticn stales that lhere Is a need for understanding but not for vengeance, a need for
reparation bul not for retallation, a need for ubuntu but nat for victimisatlon®,

| am cerlain lhal we are all af one fhat (he pursult of national unlly, the well-belng of all South African
cltizens and peace, requlre reconcliiation among the people of South Africa and the reconstruction of

our soclely.

f These are the larger and fundamential objectives thal should Inform all of us as we work to glve birfh
to the new Sauth Afrlca. The occaslon of the recelpt of the Repart of tha TRC should give us an
( apporlunity to reflect on lhese mallers,

® @

Bolh singly and collectively, we should answer the questlon how far we have progressed In the last
nine years lowards the achlevamenl of the goals of national unily, natlonal reconclllalion and national
reconstructian, Bath singly and colleclively, we have lo answer the question, whal have we
contributed to the reallsation of these goals.

These larger questlons, which stand al the heart of whal our country will be, did not fall within the
mandate of the Truth and Reconclliatlon Commission. The TRC was therefore but an important
conlributor lo the achievement of the larger whole, occupying an impartant sector within the larger
process of lhe bullding of a new South Africa,

As staled in (he Acl, the TRC had to help us to eslablish the frulh In relation {o past evenls as well as
(he motives for and clrcumstancas in which gross violations of human rights occurred, and lo make
the findings known In order to prevent a repstllion of such acls In fulure,

( ft had to help us to promote understanding and avold vengeancs, to extend reparation to those who
had been harmed and discourage retallallon, to rely on the spirit of ubuntu as a deterrent agalnst

( victimisation, @ !
@

The TRC has done lis work as was required, As slipulated In the TRC Act, we are here to make
varlous recommendalions {o our hallonal parliament, arlsing oul of the work of the TRC,

As the Honourable Members are awars, lhere is a speclfic requirement in the law {hal parliament
should conslder and take declsions on mallers relating particularly lo reparations. It would fhen be the :
task of the Exacullve to implement lhese declslons. ;

The law also provldes thal the naflonal leglslalure may also make recommendations to the Executlve
on other matters arlsing out of the TRC process, as it may deem (it.

Let us now turn to some of the major specific delalls {hat the TRC enjoins us lo address, )

The first of these Is the maller of reparations.

First of all, an Integrated and comprehenslva response {o the TRC Report should be about the
continuing challenge of reconstruction and development: deepening democracey and the culture of
human rights, ensuring good governance and transparency, Intensifying economic growth and soclal
programines, Impraving citizens' safely and security and contributing to the bullding of a humane and

Just world order.
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The TRC also argues for syslemalic programmes lo project the symbollsm of struggle and the ideal of
freedom. This refales lo such malters as academic and Informal records of history, remaking of
cuflural and arl forms, erecling symbols and monuments that exalt the freedom siruggle, Including
new geographic and place names. The governinent accepls these recommendalions.

Special emphasis will cantinue to be pald to rehabilitation of communliies that were subjected lo
Intense acts of violence and deslruction. Experlence galned with the projects in Kalorus in Gauteng
and Mpumalanga In KwaZulu/Natal demonslrales that greal pragress can be made In parinership
belween communitles and government,

Further, with regard to specific cases of Individual victims {dentlified by the TRC Acl, government has
put in place and will intensify programmes pertalning lo medical benefils, educalional assistance and
provisfon of housing and so on. From Ume lo time, Minislers have elaborated and wlill confinue to
expatlale on the Implementalion of these and other refated programmes.

The TRC has reported that about 22 000 individuals or surviving families appeared before the
Commisslon, Of these, about 19 00D required urgent reparations, and virlually all of them, where the
necessary informalion was avallable, were allended to as proposed by the TRC wilh regard to Interim

Y reparations,

@ With regard to final reparations, government wiij provide a once-aff grant of R30 000 to those
individuals or survivors designated by the TRC. This Is over and above other malerlal commilments

that we have already mentloned,

Wa infend lo process these payments as a malter of urgency, during the current financlal year.
Combined with communilly reparatlons, and asslstance through opportunlfies and services we have
referred to earller, we hope that these disbursements will help acknowledge the suffering thal these
Individuals experienced, and offer some rellaf.

We do so with some apprehenslon, for as the TRC itself has underlined, no one can atlach monsetary
value lo life and suffering. Nor can an argumenl be suslained that the efforts of millions of South
Afrlcans to iiberale themselves, were for monatary gain. We are convinced that, to the milfions who
spared nalther life nor imb In struggle, there Is no bigger prize than freedom itself, and a conlinuing
slruggle to bulld a betler life for all,

» The second of the specific delalls in the TRC recommendalions pertalns {o the Issue of amnesly.
< A critlcal rade-off contalned In the TRC process was between "normat” judictal processes on the one
hand, and establishment of the lrulh, reparations and amnesty on ihe other.

Besldes the imperallves of managing the lransition, an important consideration that had to be
addressed when the TRC was sel up, was the extent to which the new democratlc stale could pursue
legal cases agalnst perpelrators of human rights violatlons, glven the resources that would have to be
allocated ta this, the complexilles of astablishing the facts beyond reasonable doubl, the fime it would
lake to deal with all the cases, as wel! as the bitlerness and Instablllly that such a process would

wreak on soclely.

The balanca thal the TRC Act struck among these campeting demands was raflecled in the natlonal
consensus around provision of amnssty ~ In Insfances where perpatrators had providad ihe true facls
about partleular Incldents ~ and restoratlve justice which wauld be effecled In the form of reparations.
Glven that a significant number- of people did not apply for amnesly, whal approach daes governmenl
place before the natlonal legisiature and the nation on this matter?

t.et us starl'off by relteraling that there shall be no general amnesly. Any suoh approach, whethsr
applied o speclfic categaries of people or reglons of the country, would fly In the face of (he TRC
pracess and subtract from the principle of accountabliity which (s vital not anly in deallng with the past,

—ro ) g
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but also In the creallon of a new ethos within our soclety.

Yet we also have to deal wilh the reallly that many of the parliclpants in the confiict of the past did
take partin the TRC process. Amang these are individuals who were misled by thelr leadershlp to

not

treat the process with disdaln. Olhers themselves calculated (hat they would not be found out, slther

due lo poor TRC Invesligalions or whal they belleved and still belleve Is tao complex a web of

cancealment for anyone lo unravel, Yet olher operatlves expectad the political leadership of the slate

Institutions to which they belonged to provide the overall context agalnst which they could present
their cases: and this was nol to be,

This reality cannat be avolded.

Government Is of the firm convlclion that we cannol resolve this malter by setting up yst another
amnesly process, which In effect would mean suspending canstliutionat rights of those who were

the recelving end of gross human right violatlons.

We have therefore left this malter In the hands of the National Directorate of Public Prosecutions, for it

to pursue ary cases thal, as Is normal practice, it belleves deserve prosscution and can be
prasecuted. This work Is conlinuing.

However, as part of this process and In the national Interest, the Nallonal Direciorate of Public
Prosecutlons, working wilh our Intelligence agancles, wiil 1eave lls doors open for those who are

at

prepared to divulge Informatlon at thelr disposal and lo co-operate in unearthing the fruth, for them to

enter Into arrangements thal are standard in the normal executlon of justics, and which are
accommodaled In our leglsiation.

This Is not a desire for vangeance; nar would It compro(r_nlse the righis of cltizens who may wish to

seak justica in our courts. L
{
It1s critically Important that, as a governmenit, wa should continue to establish the truth about

networks thal operated against the people. This is an obligation that attaches to the nation's security

loday; for, some of thasse nslworks stllf pose a raal or lalent danger agains! our democracy. In so
Instances, caches of arts have been refained which lend themselves to employment in criminal

aclivity.

This approach leaves open the possibliily for individual citizens to take up any grlevance related
human rights vialatlons with the courls,

Thirdly, In each instance where any legal arrangements are entered Into befween the NDPP and

particular perpsirators as proposed above, the Involvement of the viclims wlli be cructal in determining

the appropriate course of acllon.

Relevant Deparlments are examining the practical modallties of dealing with this matter; and they will

also eslabllsh whather specific leglslation Is required In this regard.

me

to

We shall also endeavour to explaln South Afrlca's approach on these mallers fo sister-governments
acrass the world, Our response to any Judiclal matlers from these countries will be handled In this
splrit and through the legal system. In this regard, we wish (o rellerale our call la governments that

conlinue to do so, thal the mallrealment of former an(l-apariheld fighlers, based on the legal
definltions of an lllegal regime characlerised by the Unlted Nations as a crime agains! humanily,

should cease,

In the recent past, the Issue of litigatlon and civli sulls agalnst corporations that benefited from i
apartheld system has sharply arlsen. In ihis regard, we wish (o relterate that the South Afrlcan

Government Is not and will not be parly {o such fitigation.
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In addition, we consider it complelely unacceptable that matters that are cenlral lo the future of our
couniry should be adjudicated In foreign courls which bear no responsibliily for the well-being of our
counlry and lthe observance of lhe perspective contained in our constitution of the promolion of
national reconcillation.

While Governmenl recognises the right of citizens to inslitute legal aclion, lis own approach ls
Informed by the desire to Involve all South Afrlcans, Including corporate cilizens, In a co-operallve and
voluntary partnership lo reconstrict and develop South African soclely, Accordingly, we do not
belleve that it would be correct for us lo Impose the once-off wealth tax on corporatlons proposed by

lhe TRC.

Consuitatlons are continulng with the businass communlly to sxamine additional ways In which they
can conlribute to lhe lask of Ihe reconstruction and development of aur sociely, proceading from the
premise that this [s in thelr own self-interest. In addition (o intensifying work with regard to such tasks
as poverty eradication, and pragrammes such as Black Economlc Empowerment, encouraging better
Indlvidual corporate soclal responsibliity projects, Implementatlon of equilly leglsiatton and the Skills
Tralning Levy, we intend to Improve (he work of the Business Trust.

. in this context, we must emphasise that our responss to the TRC has (o be integrated within the
{. tolalily of the enormous effort In which we are engaged, lo ensure the fundamentat soclal
transformation of our counlry. This requires that at all times, we atlaln the necessary balance among

@ the varlous goals we have lo pursue.

The TRC also recommends that what it describes as lhe beneficlaries of apartheld should also make
contributions to a reparallon fund. The government belleves [hat all South Africans should make such
contributions. In the pursult of the goal of a non-racial soclety, in which all Soulh Afrlcans would be
Inspired by a common palriotism, wa belleve that we should begln to learn to work together, uniting lo
address the common natlonal challenges, such as responding to the consequences of (he gross
violallons of human rlghs of whlch'ihe TRC was seized. ‘

In this regard, | am certaln that members of aur government will be among lhe flrst lo make thelr
conlributions lo the reparation fund, dsspite the fact thal they slood on one side of the barricades as
ws engaged In struggle to end the apartheld system.

Many In our country have called for a Natlonal Day of Prayer and Tradltional Sacriffce to pay tributa lo
those who sacrillced lhelr llves and suffered during the difficult perlod of oppression and repression
whose lagacy remalins with us. The government accepls this suggestion and will consult as widely as
possible lo determine the date and form of such praysr and tradl{lonal sacriflce. This is consistent with
and would be an approprlate response lo he proposals made by the TRG for conferences lo heal the
@ memory and honour those who were executed,

A

We shall also continue lo work In parlnership with countrles of (he sub-continent, jaintly to take part in
the massilve reconsiruction and development effort that SADC has |dentified as critical to building.a
better life for all. The peaples of Southern Aftlca, including the majorlty In Soulh Africa endured untold
privatlons and were subjected lo destabllisalion and destruction of properly and Infraslructure. Thay
all deserve tha speeding up of pragrammes of Inlegratlon, recanstruction and development that
governments of the reglon have agresd upon.

Madame Speaker;
The Truth and Recongcliiation Commission has made many detalled observations and

recommendations on slructures and systems, which will be dealt with by refevant Ministers and
Departments.

For the purpose of reparations, the government has already established the Presiden{’s Fund, which
Is now operatianal, and has, as we earller Indicated, successfully dealt with the matter of urgent
reparatlons. Like the TRC, we do hope (hat cltizens from all sectars wll find It within themselves to
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make a contribullon to this Fund. Most of the resourcas {hat have been allocaled for Indlvidual and
community reparatlons that we referred lo above will be sourced from thls Fund, over and above the
normal work of the relevant Departments.

We cancur with the TRC that intenslve work should be underlaken on the matier of monuments as
well as geographlc and place names, A Trust with the requisite infrastruclure, headed by Mangane
Wally Serote has been set up to implement the maln project In this regard, which Is the canstruction of
the Freedom Park whose constituent parts are the Memorlal, the Garden of Remembrance and the
Museum. This should start by the tenth anniversary of freedom In 2004,

The Naltlonal Direclorate of Public Prosaculions and relevant Deparlmeants will be requested to deal
with mallars relating to people who were unaccounted for, past martem recerds and policy with regard
to burlals of unidentlfied persons. We would like lo encourage all persons who might have any
knowladge of people slill unaccounted for lo approach the Natlonal Diraclorate of Public
Prosecutlons, the Soulh Afrlcan Palice Service and other relevant departments.

The Depariment of Juslice and Constilutlonal Developmant will monltor the Implementation of all
these pragramines, and it will reporl to Cabinet on an on-golng basis.

3 Whal we have Idenlified today, arising out of the reporl of the TRC, forms part of the panoply of
programmes (hat define the first sleps in a journey that has truly begun. South Afrlean sociely is
changing for the beller. The tide has turned and the people's contract for a bstter tomorrow Is taking
shape.

The goals we defined for ourselves a decade ago, as we adopted the Interlm Constitullon, fo pursue
natlonal unily, to secure peace and the well-belng of all South Alfrican cltizens, to achieve natlonal
recanclilation and the reconslruction of our soclely, have not fully been realised, dasplte the pragress

we have made.

The sliuallon we face demands that none of us should succumb to the false comfor that now we live
In a normal saclety lhal has overcoma the egacy of the past, and which permils us to consider our
soclal tasks as mere business as usual,

Rathar, It demands that we conlinue to be Insplred by the delermination and vislon that enabled us to
achieve the transitton from apartheld rufe to a democralic order In the manner that we did. it demands
(hat we act logether as one peopie lo address what are truly natlonal tasks.

Wae have to ask ourselves and honestly answer simple questions.

Have we succeedsd lo creale a non-raclal societyl The answer (o lhls question {s nol

Have we succeeded lo build a non-sexist socletyl The answer to lhat quastlon Is nol

Have we succeeded to eradicate poverlyl Once more the answer to {hat questlon Is nol

Have we succeeded fully to address the needs of lhe most vulnerable In our soclety, the children, the
youth, people.with disabliilles and the eldsrlyl Once agaln the answer to this questlon Is nof

Without all this; it Is Impossible for us to claim that we have met our goals of nalional reconclliation
and reconstruction and development, It Is nol possible for us to make the asserlion lhat we have
securad the well-bsing of all Sauth African cllizens.

The road we have Iravelled and the advances we have made convey the flrm message lhal we are
moving towards the accomplishment of the objectlves wa sel ourselves. They leli us thal, In the end,
however long the road we still have to travel, we will win.

In the larger sense, we were all viclims of the system of apartheld, both black and white. Some
among us suffered because of oppresslon, exploitation, represslon and excluslon. Others among us
suffered because we were Imprisoned behind prison walls of fear, paralysed by inhuman bellafs ih our
raclal superlority, and called-upon to desplse and abuse other human belngs. Those who do such
things cannof but diminish thelr awn humanity,
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To be lrue to ourselves as human beings demands that we act together to overcome the legacy of
this common and terrible past. it demands that we do indeed enler Into a people's contract for a beller

tomorrow,

Together wa must confrant the challenge of steering through a complex transition that demands thal

we manage the historical faull-lines, without papering over the cracks, moved by a new and common
patriolism,

It says (o all of us that we must honour those who shed their bload so (hat we can sit together In this

Chamber by doing all the things that will make if possible for us to say, this South Africa that we have
rebullt together, truly belongs fo all who live in If,

| am honoured to commend the Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission lo our Natlonal
Housses of Parliament and the natton.

Thank you.




