
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA 
(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION) 

In the ex parte application of: 

SUSANNA JOHANNA VAN DER MERWE 

In re: Application for a presumption of death order in respect of Jacob Gabriel van 
der Merwe 

 

AFFIDAVIT 
I, the undersigned, 

JAN KAREL COETZEE 

hereby declare under oath as follows: 

1. 

I am a Captain in the Security Branch of the South African Police, to which I have been 
attached for the past 28 years. Since 1963 I have been attached to the Security Branch 
of the South African Police as mentioned above. I am duly authorised to make this 
declaration and, unless otherwise indicated, the facts stated herein fall within my 
personal knowledge and belief. 

2. 

Since 8 August 1978 I have personally been involved, by virtue of my position as 
aforesaid, in investigations in the Thabazimbi district as well as along the Western 
Transvaal–Botswana border regarding the possibility of terrorist infiltrations. Prior to 
the incident to which this application relates, I was personally involved in various 
investigations into armed infiltrations from Botswana by terrorists into the Western 
Transvaal. 

3. 

After 6 November 1978 I also became involved in the investigation into the 
disappearance of Mr Jacob Gabriel van der Merwe, as the circumstances of his 
disappearance indicated that terrorist activities might possibly have played a role, and 
since I was already involved in related investigations from August of that year. 



I also have personal knowledge of the large-scale investigation launched by the police, 
with the assistance of the Defence Force as well as police dogs which were sent to 
that area, in order to find Mr van der Merwe. This search lasted months and involved 
hundreds of members of the police and Defence Force who participated at times, and 
the entire area where Mr van der Merwe’s disappearance could have occurred was 
thoroughly combed. 

4. 

After some time, the intensive investigation in which members of the police and 
Defence Force had participated was temporarily suspended and personnel withdrawn 
from the bush, but the investigation continued through the follow-up of various leads 
by local members of the police. 

5. 

On 3 March 1979, after receiving certain information, I had an interview with a member 
of the ANC terrorists who was directly involved in a leadership capacity with the 
infiltrations from Botswana into the Western Transvaal. Because of the sensitive 
information obtained from this source, it is unfortunately not possible for me to disclose 
the identity of the said source in this affidavit, other than to refer to him as Mr X. The 
purpose of the interview was to discuss the strategy according to which Mr X would 
defect to the South African side. 

6. 

Mr X informed me, inter alia, that he was in command of logistics with regard to the 
terrorist infiltration from Botswana into the Western Transvaal. By virtue of his position, 
he had personal knowledge of the number of infiltrations which I had investigated in 
that area. 

7. 

Mr X informed me that in October 1978 he had sent four terrorists into the Western 
Transvaal in the vicinity of Thabazimbi on a reconnaissance mission. Their instructions 
were only to make contact with known local inhabitants and also to identify places 
where possible bases could be established to their advantage. 

8. 

This group allegedly stayed in that area for approximately three weeks, but Mr X 
informed me that they returned earlier and reported to him at Lobatsi in Botswana. He 
noticed that they were without their weapons and equipment, and they told him that 
such equipment and weapons had been hidden near the Botswana border and 
requested him to accompany them to fetch the weapons and equipment. 

9. 



As a result, he went with them to the Botswana border, and in the vicinity of the 
Derdepoort border post they found the weapons and equipment hidden. I can only 
state that this hiding place is near the border where Mr van der Merwe’s vehicle was 
found on 6 November 1978. 

10. 

According to Mr X, he found two hunting rifles among the weapons and equipment, 
and when he asked the four terrorists how they had come into possession of them, 
they told him that they had taken them from a white man whose vehicle they had 
seized in order to reach the border. 

The four terrorists told Mr X that two of them had stood next to the road and hitchhiked 
when the white man arrived on the scene in his vehicle. He stopped and picked them 
up, after which they forced him at gunpoint to turn around and go back to pick up their 
comrades who were waiting along the road. 

There they forced him to drive into the bush, where two of the terrorists known as 
Pedro and John Msibi shot him from behind. Thereafter Pedro turned the white man, 
who was lying on his face, over and shot him between the eyes. 

11. 

According to the information given by the four terrorists to Mr X, they left the body 
there and drove with the vehicle to the border, where they abandoned it approximately 
5 or 6 kilometres from the border in the Derdepoort area. They then crossed the border 
where they hid the weapons as mentioned above. 

The terrorists also punctured the two right-hand wheels with bayonets in order to 
create the impression that the owner of the vehicle had left it because, with two flat 
tyres and only one spare wheel, he would first have had to obtain outside assistance. 

12. 

After this interview with Mr X, he took me to various weapons caches used by ANC 
terrorists. As a result of this investigation, I succeeded in seizing 11 drums containing 
weapons. Among the weapons we found was a rifle scope which Mr X told me had 
been attached to one of the hunting rifles handed to him by the four terrorists, as set 
out above. 

13. 

As a result of the information obtained through my interview with Mr X, the police again 
launched a large-scale investigation in an attempt to trace the remains of Mr van der 
Merwe’s body in that area. Despite the intensive investigation that was launched, no 
remains of Mr van der Merwe’s body could be found in the area indicated by Mr X as 
the place where the terrorists had allegedly murdered Mr van der Merwe. 



It is my suspicion that, since jackals and hyenas are found in the area, the body may 
possibly have been dragged away and removed by them. 

14. 

According to Mr X’s statements to me, he had to dismantle the two hunting rifles in 
order to pack them into the drums referred to above. As a result, the scope ended up 
in a different drum from the drums in which the rifles were packed, and I was only able 
to trace the drums in which the rifle scope was found. The rifles must have ended up 
in other drums which were not recovered during this investigation. 

15. 

In light of the statements made to me by Mr X, as well as other facts at the disposal of 
the police, and the circumstances under which Mr van der Merwe disappeared, I am 
convinced that Mr van der Merwe was indeed murdered by the terrorists as set out 
above. 

 

SIGNED AND SWORN before me at Pretoria on this 22nd day of December 1981 by 
the deponent, who declared that he is fully acquainted with the contents of this affidavit 
and that it is true and correct. 

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 

 


