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AFFIDAVIT OF WILHELMINA MAY LUTHUL!

I, the. undetsigned
WILHELMINA MAY LUTHUL)

do herabx make oath and state that:

1. | am an adult female with identlty number_
]

2, Unless the contaxt Indicates otherwiss, the faots contained In this affidavit are within my
personal knowledge and are, to the best of my bellef, both true and carrect.

PURPOSE OF THIS AFFIDAVIT

3. The purpose of this affidavit Is to set out Important facts and events that | belleve were
intentianally dellberately withheld from the first inquest into the death of Chlef Albert
John Mvumbi Luthull, {hereinafter refeed to as sLuthul™). 1t Is my belief that the
oundunt by the erstwhile South African Palles (heralnaftar referred to as the "SAP")
and the govemment of the day wis aimed at concealing varlous seriols crimes and
human rights violations committed against Luthull during the petiod of July 1867,

4. 1 wish for these facts to be presented at the re-apening of the Inquest for the purpose of
sstaplishing the truth as to what happened to the late Luthull.

MY BIRTH, SCHOOLING AND TERTIARY EDUGATION

5. | was born in Ladysmith In 1947, Both my parentes were teachers and as & result we
moved often. We eventually settied In Springs, i have three siblings. | completed my
gecondary education at Inanda Seminary Glrls School which was & hoarding school.
| mafriculated at the Unlversity of Zululand where | pursued a degree in Soolal

Scisnce, | did not complete my degree.

6, Whiist at university | met and marred my husband, $lbusiso Fdgar Oyl Luthuli, the
youngsst son of Luthull. After we met, he married me and in 1967, we walcomed our
first child and the eldest grandsan of Luthuli, Mthunzi Luthull. We resided with Luthull
and my mother In law, Nokukhanya Luhuli at the same address where the museum
has been bullt In his honour, 333 Nokukhanya Road, Grouiville, Within three manths
of us living together with my in laws, my father in faw, Luthull was dead. Mihunzl N
Luthull, born on May 8 1067, was three months old.

WMEETING LUTHULI W Lty



imtiazcajee

imtiazcajee


7. Befors | married my husband, Slbusise, he had arranged for me to meset with my aunt
wham | had never met, She had residad in the same arsa as the Luthuli family. | met
her at the Luthuli house. [t was af the Luthull house that | met the Chlef for the first
time. Even though he was a much older man, he could converse with & persch much
younger than himsell. He oould come down ta my age end have an Intellectual
conversatian. | had never known about Luthuli. At boarding school we ware
shelterad. | had hever heard of him prior to that and nelther did Slbualso tell me
about him. | did not know how important and Influential he was. it was my aunt tha
told me who he was. v

8, He was a gentle old soul with strong convictions, He was {ndustrious and hardworking, &
deeply religious man. He was a deacon at the Church, In the Luthuli home which we
shared, we never went to bed without gathering every evening, We would read
verses from tha Blble, discuss the verses, relate your activities of the day and pray
together before we went to bed,

HEALTH

9. In terms of his health, he was In good health. | am aware that the newspapers at the time
porirayed falsely to the world that he was In poor health at the ime of his death, As a
person who lived with him | knew that these were lies, Ohe can hardly expect a
person In paor health, with poor eyssight and deaf, navigating his way through
kllomaters of vegetation, catoh e bus and go about his business. e was a man who
had a set routine of Hsing early, visliing his shop, the workers on the field and theh
returning home on a dally basis, My mother In law, Nekukhanya wes also a good
woman. She was also good to me. If Luthuli had experienced any slokness or
aiiment, she would naver have allowed him to walk or go anywhers unassisted,

10. When we. lived tagether In ane household, the rooms of my husbang and |, and Luthull
and my mother in law, were opposite each other, The doots would be closed when
we weht to bed, The rooms were separated by a passage. Mthunzl, my son who was
a baby, would be erying and he would weke my mother In law up and inform her that
the baby was orying.

11. in the evenings he would read the Blble by candlelight. We had no elsctricity In those
days. Even though he hed had an operation on ong eye, he could see, Me read -
verses from the Bible where we would all have tums. | lived with him. He had ho
problems with either his heating of his glght. Often he would rise at 3am, to get up
and write. In the mornings whilst sweeping the house, | would find his sweet
wrappers, He loved Toffolux, & swaet made of toffes.

ROUTINE

12, His routine was aimost the same daily. We had & family business which stlll stands till
today. It Is called Nonhievu Trading, @ general dealer, it bslonged to Luthuli, 1t was
Built In 1948, In my View, this was one of the first co-operative businesses in the
area, Luthull got the men from the viliage to lend him the money to get the buslness
running. Once the business was formed, he paid them beck with the money he
generated. There was & gentieman by the name of Mabaso who worked In the shop,
They would apen the shop early at 7am, He also owned three plots of land where
sugar cane was farmed. It belong to both Luthuli and Nokukhanya, There were
employees who ysed to work on the land.

13. e would rise early every day and would between 0GHOO and 06H30 he would leave
the house, He would sither walk to the shop which was approximately three
kilametres away, walking through vegetation. He would also at times walk along the
foad and Utillze a bus which passed through an Interssction near Stanger, He would
then walk to the shop, Once at the shep, his manager and close friend of Luthuli,
Mabaso would attend to the business matters of the day. Thers was another paraon
by the name of Erness Mfeka that also worked at the shop, He would later walk to
the fields to supervise the workers in the flelds, He would return to the shop, Before
Jeaving the shop, people that worked In and around the area, people from the ares,
Indunas and anyone who was interested, would gather at the shap where he would
read the newspaper. The news would be disclssed and they would delve Into
polities. The shop would then close at 17h00 and he would return home.

ROUTINE OF MY MOTHER IN LAW, NOKUKHANYA 9

w Lo




.

14. My mum In law, Nokukhanya was an early rlser, She would nse around 4am If not
earlier, Sha would not lle around until late. She would rise sarly, prepara herself,
prepare breakfast and leave for the fields. In summer, she would have left even
aarller, Breakfast was soft porridge and bread with tea. 8he had green fingers. 8he
could grow anything, It was always suitful and In abundance, She knew what was to
be planted when, What was plentlful she would give 1o the villagers and relatlves,
When | obtalned my driver's she was very proud of me. We would dellver vegetables
and frult In the vehicle. She was a good worman.

MY LAST GONVERSATION WITH LUTHULI

15. On the day he passed eway, Luthull rose early. My mother in law had however rigen
earler and left. Betwesn 08HO0 end 08H30, he began looking for her calling her
‘Mabengy! or ‘Kagafna’, | was washing the bahies nappies on a cement stone
outslds and | could hear him walking around In the houss opening the doors and
checking the rooma for her. | informed him that she had left. He askad ms to tell her
that he had gone. When he left the house, he was fine, healthy and In good splrits.

16. He walked out of the gate which was at the back of the hause and exited the gate. |
watched him leave, He walked unaided without any diffieulty. That was the last time [
saw him,

NEWS ABOUT LUTHULI

17, 1t was after 9am when someone ¢ame and reported to me that “Ubabe” had been taken
to hospltal. | was still washing the napples and cothing. | was told to tell the whole
lr’gmily 1o go to the hospltal. | was alone, | sould not understand when the person told

o that he had been Injured. There was only ohe hospital that we had, viz Stanger
hospltal. My mother in law was not at home by then. | rushed to the hospital with the
baby. [ utilized there services of a bus which had been running at the time. It might
have taken about thirty minutes to an hour to get there. At Qutpatients, | was directed
fo the room where he was been atiended ta. Within minutes my brother In lew
Christlan Madujinl Luthull had arrived, My slster in law Thandeka Luthuii had also
ariived, In the afterncon, wé were allowed to see him.

AT THE HOSPITAL

18, When we were aliowed in, Luthull looked llke himself except for a desp wound on the
top of the middle of his head, The wound was nat bandaged. [t was open. He was
trying to speak. It was palnful fo watch him struggling to speak. He was really frying
hard to say something but could not. ‘His one arm was limp. There was nol much
bload, He could recognlze our faces but just could not communicate. He was
mumbling. Christian, Thembl, ahd were a pastor h there, Peopls were coming and
leaving. Quietly, Luthull slipped away from us.

THE INQUEST

19, The Inguest lasted a few days. attend once. The magisirate agreed that Luthull
appeared to have been struck with a heavy iron on hig head. .

THE LOSS OF CHIEF LUTHULI

20, When Luthuli passed away, everybody was pewlldered, | clearly remember his funeral
was attended by people of all races. People came from villages and from out of the
country. The church where his funeral service was held became t0o small,
Thousands of people attended his funeral, Peaple were sltting on branches in trees
because the area was fargely undeveloped just so that they oould see, | recall Atan
Paton remarking In his spesch that they had taken his chisftainship but he remalned
a chisf, He sald Luthull had the volce of a lion. Members of the special branch were
heavlly in attendance. Whather he was allve or dead, they naver mlssed a ¢hance to
harass him.

21. Early In my married life, | learnt the hard way that the speolal branch police officers
could barge In at any time. One would wake up and find a car s’ganding near the

hedge. Policemen, black and whits would be seated In the vehicla, just watching our
home, if we had a visitor at home, a fow minutes later a special branch police vehicie

woulld be parked outside. There was no doubt that we werg watohed. We khew about

the documents that he hid under the house. These documents were moved out of the

country after he passed away. 2'8
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22, Nokukhanya was devastated,

They loved each other and were very close, She could

not believe he was gone, But being the strang woman she was, she acoepted it.

23, After Luthull passed away, all our lives changed. It was agreed before | married and
after | married hat | will continue my tertlary education. This was impossible after he
passed away, | had to work in the family business at the shop, where to this day |

remain. 1t alsa took a toll oh

my husband who was still at university, He used to sing @

song with the words!"Oh my papa, to ms you afe 8o wonderful.,.” which he sang
over and over again, My husband often recalled how Luthutl, after returning from
Indla In around 1848, picked him up when he was four years old and cartied him on

his shoulders.

04, Newspapers published lies about him, they were furthest from the truth, Thers was no
doubt that something suspicious happened to him. | recal) that |t was Mr Nxumalo
that washed his blood at the rallway line.

25. The govemment of the day

placed Luthull repeatedly under house arrest. He at &

certain stage could only see one person at a time, He could not even go to Ghurch

on a Sunday. On Sundays,

he would rise, dress up in his auit as If he was golng to

chureh, then switch on the radio at Sam to Histen to the church service in the lounge.
He loved music, loved sermons and loved choral muslc In partioular. | remember him

as a friendly, energetic,

clear thinker who was eloquent and was great et

multitasking, He could do many things at the same time. He was multl- talented, His
Indunas could not stop singing his praises, he was Just %eare ahead of his fime.

When he wen the Nobel

Peage Prize, | was still in sohool. | yecall how proud

everyone was of him. A guard of Honor was formed by the people from Groutville
when he was leaving to collect the award, 1 am told that the guide of honour was
formad by the people from Groutvilie when he was [saving to collect the award,

26, The famlly never believed his untimely death was by aceident, We could never raconclle
his Injuries with a collision with the train. ,

That Is all that | wish to state.

| know and understand the contents of this declaration.
I have ho objection to taking the prescribed oath,
| consider the prescrlbed oath as binding on my conscience,

Thug signed and swern fo at
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The Deponent having knowledge that he knows and understands the contents of this

affidavits, that it Is both true and c
no ohjection to taking the prescrib
hls consolence,

jui

orrect to the best of his knowledge and belief that he has
ed oath and that the presaribed oath would ba binding on




