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I, the undersigned, 

 

CHRISTOPHER REGINALD CLIFFORD MARION 

 

do hereby make oath and state that: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. I am an adult male professional investigator and retired Brigadier residing in 

Pietermaritzburg in KwaZulu-Natal. I am currently contracted with the 

Foundation for Human Rights (FHR) to investigate serious apartheid era 

crimes, deaths in detention, kidnapping and disappearances committed during 

the apartheid-era as part of the FHR’s Unfinished Business of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission (TRC) project. 

2. The facts stated herein are within my own personal knowledge unless the 

context indicates otherwise and are to the best of my knowledge true and 

correct. 

3. The purpose of this affidavit is to set out my knowledge of the circumstances 

surrounding the torture and death of Dr Hoosen Mia Haffejee in Security 

Branch (“SB”) detention which took place in August 1977 at the Brighton 

Beach Police Station south of Durban.  

4. I also wish to address whether the actions of the members of the SB of the 

former South African Police (“SAP”) in torturing and covering up the full 

circumstances behind his death were consistent with the typical modus 

operandi adopted by the SB. 

 

5. In this affidavit I therefore intend on dealing with the following topics: 

 

5.1. My professional background and experience. 

5.2. A historical overview of security laws in South Africa, 
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5.3. An overview of deaths in detention in KwaZulu-Natal and other 

provinces, 

5.4. The role of inquest courts during Apartheid. 

5.5. The modus operandi of the SB, including its practice of torture and 

cover ups. 

5.6. Finally, my observations regarding the investigation into the Dr 

Haffejee’s death 

PROFESSIONAL CAREER, QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 

6. I am a policing investigation expert with some 40 years’ experience. I retired 

from the South African Police Service with the rank of Brigadier in May 2017.  

7. I matriculated in 1976 at Greytown Indian Secondary School. I joined the 

South African Police (“SAP”) in 1977. I graduated from the Wentworth Police 

College in July 1980. In the same year I also qualified as a fully-fledged 

Detective. In 1983 I completed the Diploma in Police Management and 

Administration. I became a commissioned officer in 1985.  

8. I underwent several international policing courses including training with the 

New Scotland Yard and England’s National Crime Squad. I attended 

workshops with the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI). I qualified with an 

Honours Degree in Business Administration and Management from the 

University of the North in 2005. 

9. Selected highlights from my career include: 

9.1. Between 1985 and 1991 I focussed on serious political violence 

crimes. Some of these cases exposed the hidden hand of the then 

South African Government and its security forces in instigating and 

fuelling political violence.  

9.2. In March 1994 after the Goldstone Commission had published its 

report on “State Sponsored Violence” I was appointed to serve on one 
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of the Special Investigation Teams headed by the then Attorney 

General of the Transvaal, Dr De Oliveira.  

9.3. In August 1994 I was appointed by then Minister of Safety and 

Security, Sydney Mufamadi, to be second in command of the 

Investigation Task Unit (ITU) to investigate hit squads within the 

KwaZulu Police.  

9.4. In January 1999 the then Minister of Safety and Security and National 

Commissioner deployed me to set up the Investigative Directorate 

Organised Crime (IDOC) to investigate violence in the Richmond area 

and KwaZulu Natal Midlands.  

9.5. In the latter part of 1999 I was approached to help set up the 

Directorate of Special Operation (DSO) (Scorpions) within the NPA. I 

was appointed Chief Investigating Officer and Regional Head of 

Investigations in KwaZulu Natal.  

9.6. In 2011 I was appointed Provincial Head Detective Services Kwa Zulu 

Natal. As Provincial Head Detective Services I managed all aspects 

of investigations in the province.  I retired from the SAPS on 31st May 

2017. 

9.7.  In 2017 I was appointed by the Premier KZN to investigate and gather 

evidence for the Moerane Commission into ongoing political violence 

in KZN. I became the Chief Investigator of the Moerane Commission 

of Inquiry. 

SECURITY LAWS AND DETENTION 

10. In 1950, the National Party dominated Parliament enacted the Suppression 

of Communism Act, No. 44 of 1950 which outlawed the South African 

Communist Party (SACP) and prohibited organisations from pursuing 

‘communistic’ goals.  ‘Communist’ aims were vaguely defined, and non-
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communists were frequently arrested.  This Act was replaced by the Internal 

Security Act 74 of 1982 which proscribed those seeking to “endanger the 

security of the State or the maintenance of public order”. 

11. The General Law Amendment Act, No. 37 of 1963 authorised the police to 

detain without warrant persons suspected of politically motivated crimes for 

up to 90 days incommunicado without access to a lawyer, doctor or visitors.  

In practice many were re-detained for a further 90-days immediately after the 

expiry of the first period.  The Criminal Procedure Amendment Act, No. 96 

of 1965 lengthened the span of detention to 180 days, which remained 

renewable. 

12. The Terrorism Act, No. 83 of 1967 (Terrorism Act) defined terrorism as 

anything that might "endanger the maintenance of law and order".  Section 6 

authorised detention for a 60-day period (which was renewable) without trial 

on the authority of a senior police officer.  Scores died while being detained 

under the Act. 

13. The isolation of detainees allowed for their abuse, and for the cover-up by the 

police of such abuse since they were the only witnesses.  Security Branch 

officers and uniform branch policemen routinely perjured themselves to 

conceal the truth of the abuse of detainees.  My view has since been confirmed 

by the testimony of many policemen and Security Branch officers before the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) Amnesty and Human Rights 

Violation committees. 

OVERVIEW OF DEATHS IN SECURITY BRANCH DETENTION 

14. Although routinely cleared of wrongdoing by inquest findings in the Apartheid-

era, the Security Police were wary of their activities being exposed through 

judicial proceedings. 

15. A steady stream of deaths in detention through the 1960’s which peaked in 

1969 with 7 (seven) deaths, including James Lenkoe and the Imam Haron.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trial_%28law%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police
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No deaths in detention were reported the following year.  Ahmed Timol and 

Mtayeni Cuthsela died in 1971.  The publicity generated by the Timol Inquest 

was followed by a period of respite from deaths in detention, until 1976 and 

1977 when thirteen died in each of those years. 

16. The inquest into the death of Steve Biko, in 1977, focused the attention of the 

world on the brutality of the Security Police.  The number of deaths in detention 

fell again.  However, in the 1980s, the inquest into the death of Dr Neil Aggett 

in 1982 did little to stem the flow of detainees dying in police custody.  Between 

1963 and 1990, at least 73 detainees are known to have died in SB detention. 

17. Some of the deaths in detention are listed as having died of ‘natural causes’, 

such as the deaths of Nicodemus Kgoathe and Solomon Modipane, who were 

both detained at Silverton Police station in 1969 in connection with the same 

incident.  However, these ‘natural causes’ deaths were preceded by their 

falling in the shower after slipping on a piece of soap.  

18. A conspiracy of silence promoted by security legislation and detention without 

trial enabled the cover-up of these crimes.  An example is the strange case of 

the thirteenth death in detention, an unnamed person, who died in detention 

sometime in 1968, of unnamed causes, somewhere in South Africa.  The then 

Minister of Police refused to give any further details, preventing any probing 

by concerned parties.  

 

KwaZulu-Natal 

19. Colonel F M A Steenkamp who later became a General was the Commander 

of the Security Branch (SB) in Durban at the time of Doctor Hoosen Haffejee’s 

death in custody. During his tenure as Commander the following detainees 

died in custody: 

 

19.1. Mr Joseph Mdluli died on 19 March 1976 at the Fisher Street Security 

Branch. He was reported to have had a scuffle with the SB members. 
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He then fell against a chair and hitting his head and chest against a 

door.   

 

19.2. Samuel Malinga allegedly died of a heart attack on 22 February 1977 

in Edendale Hospital after 22 days in detention.  

 

19.3. Aaron Khoza died on 26 March 1977 in Pietermaritzburg Prison. He 

allegedly hung himself after 106 days in detention.  

 

19.4. Dr Hoosen Haffejee, the subject of this inquest, died at Brighton 

Beach Police Station on 3 or 4 August 1977. 

 

19.5. Mr Bayempini Mzizi (Durban Inquest 1000/77) died on 10 August 

1977 at Brighton Beach police cells. Just six days after the death of 

Dr Haffejee, Mzizi was found hanging in the same stations police cells. 

THE INQUEST COURTS 

20. Apartheid-era inquests into the deaths of detainees were usually heard before 

a white senior magistrate who invariably accepted police explanations. Most 

of these explanations were lacking in credibility.  

21. Most of these magistrates had no real desire to reach the truth. Indeed, it 

appeared that some of these magistrates saw it as their duty to protect organs 

of the state, such as the police. Magistrates tended not to interrogate police 

versions that vigorously. By way of example, magistrates invariably never 

asked police the most obvious question: Why should a detainee commit 

suicide when he had the option of remaining silent under interrogation? 

22. Families and their lawyers had considerable difficulty in probing the deaths of 

their loved ones since they were held in conditions of total secrecy. Almost 

without exception, Security Branch members committed themselves to a 

conspiracy of silence.  
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23. The Security Branch would routinely manufacture false evidence, including 

the provision of false testimony; and invoking blanket secrecy under security 

laws to prevent critical evidence from being disclosed. 

24. A good example is the Timol case. Mr Salim Essop was arrested with Ahmed 

Timol and brutally tortured in John Vorster Square. He was kept in detention 

under security laws throughout the first Timol Inquest (Inquest number: 

2361/71 from April to June 1972) effectively silencing him and preventing his 

highly relevant evidence from being heard by the Inquest Court. The only 

inference that can be drawn from the deliberate concealing of Essop was to 

prevent his evidence of torture being heard by the Inquest Court. 

25. Another example is Looksmart Solwandle Ngudle who died in detention on 4 

September 1963. Evidence demonstrated that he had been tortured, but to 

prevent the family from exposing the torture to the Inquest Court the 

Government took the unprecedented step of banning Ngudle, a dead person.  

26. Apartheid-era inquest courts tended to minimize evidence that establish ill-

treatment of detainees. Official police versions were often contradicted by 

forensic experts who examined the bodies of detainees. Magistrates however 

ignored such expert forensic evidence and uncritically accepted the versions 

of police witnesses.  

27. Improbable testimony of police witnesses was invariably accepted by inquest 

Magistrates. Police versions that deceased detainees were treated with care 

and consideration were readily accepted by the courts notwithstanding 

evidence of pre-death injuries on their bodies. 

CIVIL CLAIMS  

28. Throughout the apartheid-era detainees routinely complained of torture.  The 

police were often sued in the civil courts for torture and damages were 

awarded against them.  The common forms of torture which were reported by 

detainees include: 
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28.1. Suffocation, 

28.2. Physical assaults, 

28.3. Electrical shocks, 

28.4. Forced exercise, 

28.5. Uncomfortable and painful shackling, 

28.6. Prolonged forced standing, 

28.7. Insults and degrading treatment, 

28.8. Sleep deprivation, 

28.9. Solitary confinement, and 

28.10. Disorientation tactics 

 

29. Examples of civil awards paid by the police even when inquest courts had 

exonerated the police include: 

 

29.1. In 1970 an inquest court found that Cape Town Muslim Leader 

Abdullah Haroon (Haroon) had died of natural causes following a fall 

down a flight of stairs which had apparently induced heart failure in 

the 46-year-old cleric.  A year later, Haroon’s widow Gamila sued the 

state for R22 000 in respect of her husband’s death.  She received an 

ex-gratia payment of R5000; and 

 

29.2. Following the brutal death in detention of Steve Biko in September 

1977, his mother, Alice and his sons, Nkosinathi and Samora, sued 

the government and were paid out an amount of R65 000. 

DECEPTION AT JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

30. It emerged in TRC inquiries that the police routinely employed deception at 

judicial proceedings. 
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30.1. According to evidence presented under oath, police acting under the 

instruction of their superiors presented false testimony at court 

hearings and inquests, such as the inquests dealing with the deaths 

in detention of Mr Stanza Bopape and Mr Steve Biko.  (Vol 5, Ch. 6, 

Findings and Conclusions, p 221, para 100, sub para (p), Findings on 

the State and Unlawful Activities); and 

 

30.2. Deception was also employed in criminal trials as well commissions 

of inquiry, such as the Harms Commission.  The Commission received 

evidence of deliberate falsification and/or destruction of evidence, and 

of widespread and deliberate cover-ups of investigations including the 

hiding of persons accused of killings in South African Defence Force 

(SADF) bases (Vol 5, Ch. 6, Findings and Conclusions, p 221, para 

100 sub-para p). 

 

31. The TRC also concluded that collusion had taken place between police and 

prosecutors, who collaborated with police to undermine the cases of victims 

and/or their families (Vol 5, Ch. 6, Findings and Conclusions, p 253, para 158 

sub-para b). 

MODUS OPERANDI OF THE SECURITY BRANCH 

32. The torture and killing of Dr Hoosen Haffejee by members of the SB happened 

in a particular context which must be brought to the attention of this court. This 

context is one where state sanctioned extra judicial killings and rampant 

criminality by state security organs was the order of the day. 

Historical Context: A Realm of Criminality 

33. During the 1980s, the South African State and its homeland authorities were 

facing unprecedented resistance from anti-apartheid groupings. Some of this 

resistance took the form of violent attacks against structures of the state. The 

South African government under PW Botha perceived the threat as a 
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revolutionary ‘total onslaught’. The response of the security apparatus was a 

strategy labelled the ‘Total Strategy’ aimed at combatting the revolutionary 

threat.  

34. The TRC in its Final Report concluded that at a certain point, which coincided 

with P W Botha’s accession to power in 1978, the South African state through 

its security forces, and in particular, the SB of the SAP, ventured into the realm 

of criminality as a matter of state sanctioned policy (TRC Report, Vol 5 Ch. 6, 

Findings and Conclusions, p 212).  This period ran from the late 1970s to the 

early 1990s. 

35. Johannes Velde van der Merwe occupied the posts of, inter alia, second-in-

Command of the Security Branch, Commander of the Security Branch, Deputy 

Commissioner of Police (1988 – 1990) and Commissioner of Police (1990 – 

1996).  In his testimony to the Armed Forces hearing of the TRC he conceded 

that state criminality was embarked upon: 

“All the powers were to avoid the ANC/ SACP achieve their 
revolutionary aims and often with the approval of the previous 
government we had to move outside the boundaries of our law. That 
inevitably led to the fact that the capabilities of the SAP, especially the 
security forces, included illegal acts. People were involved in a life and 
death struggle in an attempt to counter this onslaught by the SACP/ 
ANC and they consequently had a virtually impossible task to judge 
between legal and illegal actions.” 

 

36. The TRC found that during this period the state committed a host of gross 

violations of human rights in South Africa (TRC Report, Vol 5 Ch. 6, Findings 

and Conclusions, p 222).  These included, amongst other violations, extra 

judicial killings, and torture. 

37. The Police Act 7 of 1958 mandated the SAP with inter alia the preservation of 

internal safety.  The SB was charged with spearheading this function. The SB 

was the effective intelligence wing of the former SAP, falling directly under the 

Commissioner of the SAP. It operated in a separate and parallel structure to 

the Uniform and Detective branches of the SAP. 
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38. According to evidence provided to the TRC at various amnesty hearings (such 

as Amnesty Hearing into the Murder of K McFadden and Z Nyanda; and 

Amnesty Hearing into Murder of Griffiths Mxenge) by General Johann van der 

Merwe; Brigadier Willem Schoon, Eugene de Kock and Dirk Coetzee, the 

commanders and members of the SB saw their function of preserving internal 

safety as a political task to entrench and support the Nationalist Party 

controlled government.  The SB became infamous for cruel, inhumane, and 

illegal practices (TRC Report, Vol 2 - State Security Forces between 1960 and 

1990: Appendix, Page 316). 

39. In April 1994, the Goldstone Commission handed over to a newly appointed 

International investigation team, (and also provided to State President, FW de 

Klerk), a report titled ‘Report to the International Investigation Team. This 

report detailed various criminal conduct of the SB including murder, fraud, 

blackmail and political disinformation. 

40. The Commission’s “Third Force” report of the 18 March 1994 (Interim Report 

on Criminal Political Violence by Elements within the South African Police, the 

KwaZulu Police and the Inkatha Freedom Party) drew attention to the criminal 

activities of the Security Branch in the 1980s.  Under the heading ‘Comments’ 

the report reads as follows: 

“7.1 We would like to draw attention to the fact that [former Security 
Policeman, Paul] Erasmus has opened only one window into the 
frightening operation of the Security Police in South Africa. Their 
involvement in violence and political intimidation is pervasive and 
touches directly or indirectly every citizen in this country. The 
documents we have been given by one warrant officer can only be a 
tiny sample of the whole. 

7.2 The whole illegal criminal and oppressive system is still in 
place and its architects are in control of the SAP. It cannot be 
coincidence that in most senior ranks of the SAP there is such a 
predominance of officers who have led the Security Branch over the 
past couple of decades.”  (Underline added).  

 

41. The report led directly to the establishment of a special team of investigators 

under the Transvaal Attorney-General, Dr D’ Oliveira, of which I was a 
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member for a short period. The operations of this investigation prompted 

several SB members to apply for amnesty to avoid prosecution. 

42. The Security Branch served as the effective ‘political wing’ of the SAP.   Its 

target was any person or organisation which opposed the government.  The 

SB’s activities included the close monitoring of the affairs and movements of 

individuals, the detention of tens of thousands of citizens and the torture of 

many, as well as trials and imprisonment of suspects.   

COVER-UPS 

43. SB members were more than willing to perjure themselves to mislead courts 

or judicial inquiries to protect themselves and the police as an organisation. 

My view is reinforced by the following: 

 

43.1. My debriefing of Vlakplaas members while I was with the De Oliveira 

investigation team: The debriefing dealt with the murder of Goodwill 

Sikhakhane.   

 

43.2. SB members admitted before the TRC Amnesty Committee that they 

had lied to the Inquest Court into the death of Steve Biko (TRC ref 

AC/99/0020 Steve Biko: Applicants Harold Snyman (AM 3918/96), 

Daniel Siebert (AM 3915/96) Jacobus Johannes Beneke (AM 

6267/97) and Rubin Marx (AM 3512/96)). 

 

43.3. Eugene De Kock and other SB members admitted that they 

deliberately misled the Harms Commission (TRC Amnesty Hearing at 

Pretoria 13 July 1999). 

 

43.4. Numerous admissions by SB members before the different TRC 

Amnesty Committees of deception and cover-ups they practised to 

prevent the truth from becoming known. Examples of these are TRC 
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Amnesty Case no AC2000/059:  Applicants Johannes Velde Van der 

Merwe (AM 4157/96) and others: AC 2001/0124: Applicants: Hendrick 

Petrus Botha (AM 4117/96) 

44. By way of example, the former Commander of the Security Branch, Johannes 

Velde van der Merwe (AM 4157/96), and 9 others applied for amnesty for their 

roles in, inter alia, the murder of Maisha Johannes "Stanza" Bopape, their 

participation in the unlawful disposal of the deceased's body and the cover-up 

of his murder in 1988.  The killing of Bopape was covered up by staging a 

“mock escape”. In granting amnesty to the applicants, the Amnesty Committee 

(AC/2000/059) found: 

“The applicants were all members of the security forces of the State. 

The evidence establishes that at all relevant times the applicants 

acted in the course and scope of their duties as members of the 

Security Branch of the police force…. the 6th and 7th Applicants were 

involved in the incidents for no other reason than they were the senior 

officers of the Witwatersrand Division, the 8th Applicant was 

approached with the problem concerning the Deceased in his capacity 

as the commanding officer of the Security Branch and he arrived at 

the decision and issued the instruction to dispose of the Deceased's 

body and cover up his death when acting in such capacity; and all the 

other Applicants participated in the cover-up by acting on such 

instructions.”  (Underline added). 

45. In the Stanza Bopape amnesty hearing, Van der Merwe, testified on day one 

(1 September 1998) that: 

“It was expected of members of the South African Police and the 

South African Defence Force to stop the violent onslaught at any price 

even if they had to act outside the law as in a war situation.” (Underline 

added). 

MY INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE DEATH OF DR HAFFEJEE 

46. During 2019 I worked with DPCI investigating officers Warrant Officer 

Kgamanyane, Captain Mathipa and later Captain Mbhele to investigate the 

death in detention of Dr Haffejee. 
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47. I researched all the available materials from the original inquest, the TRC 

Human Rights Violations Hearings and the section 29 hearings. 

48. None of the Security Branch policemen involved in the Haffejee case applied 

for amnesty, with the exception of former SB officer Mohan Deva Gopal who 

was refused amnesty because the TRC found that his offences associated 

with Dr Haffejee were not politically motivated. 

49. My assessment of the evidence was that was that the investigation following 

Haffejee’s death and the subsequent Inquest in 1978 was a cover-up. My 

reasons for coming to this conclusion are as follows: 

 

49.1. During the initial Inquest proceedings affidavits were only recorded 

from Petrus Lodewick Du Toit (Du Toit) and James Borough Taylor 

(Taylor) of the Security Branch.  

 

49.2. However, aside from Du Toit and Taylor there were other SB Officers 

associated with Dr Haffejee, who were involved in one or more of the 

following: intelligence gathering, surveillance, investigation, the 

abduction, interrogation, torture and subsequent death. These 

included: 

 

49.2.1. Lieutenant Vic McPherson, 

49.2.2. Brigadier Steenkamp, Commander SB, Durban, 

49.2.3. Colonel Ignatius Gerhard Coetzee, 2IC SB Durban, 

49.2.4. Major Joseph Benjamin (formerly Moonsamy), 

49.2.5. Warrant Officer Shunmugam (Shrewds) Govender, 

49.2.6. Sergeant V R Naidoo; and  

49.2.7. Constable Mohan Deva Gopal.  

 

49.3. Had statements been taken from them if they had been subject to the 

scrutiny of cross examination a fuller picture could have emerged. 
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49.4. I am of the view that both Taylor and Du Toit blatantly lied at the first 

inquest hearing as well as at their Section 29 hearings before the TRC.  

None of the other implicated Security Branch policeman testified at 

the initial Inquest or the section 29 hearings. 

 

49.5. Similar fact evidence was not led at the first inquest., even though 

other detainees had been brutally assaulted by the SB during the 

1970s.  Had similar fact evidence been allowed in the first inquest it 

would have demonstrated a pattern of routine assault, torture and ill 

treatment of detainees by the SB. 

ASSESSMENT OF THE SAP INVESTIGATION  

50. The SB version of Haffejee’s death is that he committed suicide by hanging 

himself with his trouser from the lowest cross bar of the cell door. 

51. This ought to have triggered a thorough investigation to establish the cause of 

Haffejee’s death and whether any person was responsible for his death.  

52. It is important for an investigation into the death of a person in police custody 

to be considered impartial and thorough. To achieve this, it needs to meet the 

following requirements: 

 

52.1. The investigators must be independent and as impartial as   

reasonably possible. 

 
52.2. There must be a thorough crime scene or incident investigation. 

 
52.3. All available evidence must be collected and presented to the Inquest 

Court. 

 
52.4. All potential witnesses must be interviewed, their affidavits recorded, 

and they must be made available in court. 
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52.5. All material evidence must be properly marked and preserved so that 

the subsequent chain of evidence can be demonstrated to the Inquest 

court. 

 

The investigating officer 

53. At the time the investigation commenced it was clear that the investigators had 

already adopted the view that Haffejee committed suicide. This fell short of the 

required level of impartiality which requires an open mind to the cause of 

death. The selected investigator Major Schutte was based at the Criminal 

Investigation Division Durban District headquarters and was probably known 

to the SB members involved. 

54. In my view his investigation was not independent as he investigated the matter 

with a view to ensuring a ‘finding’ of suicide’. Du Toit in his testimony (Volume 

A, page 429) admitted that Colonel Herman Stadler recorded his statement 

and later returned and signed a typed statement.  

 

Colonel Herman Stadler 

55. Colonel Herman Stadler at the time of Haffejee’s death was to my knowledge 

the Security Branch Divisional Head in then Durban Natal   

56. He later became Lieutenant General in the Head Office of the Detective 

Branch in the 1980s. 

57. According to TRC records it heard evidence to the effect:  

“For many years Herman Stadler was seen as the security police’s 
chief theoretician, almost intellectual. Nobody knew the enemy better 
than him. This week he presented the Truth Commission with a few 
kilograms of documentation and explanation on behalf of an 
organisation called the Foundation for Equality before the law. He told 
the Truth Commission and tried to convince South Africans that the 
liberation movements were also evil. He also testified at the 
Commission attempting to justify the actions of the Security Branch.” 

 (SAHA Collection AL3283) 
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Witnesses 

58. It is imperative when investigating an incident as an unnatural death in 

custody, that the statements of all available witnesses be recorded. As 

mentioned above this was not done in the Haffejee matter.  

 

Crime Scene Investigation: Photographs 

59. The purpose of photographs is to record the scene as it was found. The 

photographs should have recorded the whole scene and focused on points of 

interest in the cell and interrogation room.  Photos were only taken of the 

immediate vicinity of the grille door only and the rung from which Dr Haffejee 

was found strung up by his trousers. (See volume B, pages 783 to 789). 

60. There were no photographs taken of the whole incident scene. During the 

inspection in loco we saw that there were many points that were not 

photographed. Photos were not taken of highest grille bar of the cell door, the 

grille window above the toilet bowl, the other grille window and sink (See 

inspection in loco photographs 22,23, and 27, Exhibit L3) Had these 

photographs been taken and produced to the first Inquest court, it may have 

prompted certain questions to be raised. 

61. No photographs were taken of the interrogation room and presented to the 

first inquest.  Had this been done and produced to the first Inquest, it may have 

prompted certain questions to be asked. 

 

Description of the Scene 

62. It is important to note that the investigation officer Major Schutte did not 

provide a description of the incident scene to the first inquest. The only 

evidence regarding the scene was given by Du Toit and Taylor who were 

persons of interest.  
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Transporting Prof Gordon to the Police Station 

63. The chief state pathologist Prof Isidor Gordon was asked by Brigadier 

Steenkamp, the Commander of SB in Durban to attend at the scene (Taylor’s 

evidence, Vol A, item 3, p 186). Taylor and another SB member collected Prof 

Gordon from his home and transported him to the Brighton Beach cells. This 

was improper and Gordon should have come to the scene on his own not 

escorted by the SB members, especially not those who were persons of 

interest. 

 

Presence of non-investigators at the scene 

64. Du Toit and Taylor were present at the death scene. Both were involved in the 

interrogation. (Testimony of Constable Meyer, 9 September 2021).  

65. Former Constable Meyer testified that the District Officers and the investigator 

attended the scene, together with the Station Commander. The presence on 

the scene of multiple officers including the interrogators Du Toit and Taylor 

was highly improper.  

66. The duty of the first commissioned duty officer at the scene was to cordon off 

and secure the scene for forensic investigation. There is no evidence on 

record that this was done. Meyer testified that the forensic expert 

photographer attended the scene after Dr Haffejee’s interrogators Du Toit 

entered the scene. 

 

Fingerprints 

67. There is also no evidence that the grille was dusted for fingerprints to 

determine whether the deceased had in fact touched and handled the bars to 

attach himself to the grille as alleged by the police.  The lifting of prints could 

have pointed to who might have been present in the cell.   
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Interviews of Other Detainees 

68. No interviews of fellow detainees or prisoners were recorded on the morning 

in question. In fact, we established that a Billy Dorasamy was detained in a 

nearby cell, and he was not interviewed. Subsequently Warrant Officer 

Kgamanyane, Captain Mbhele and I attempted unsuccessfully to trace 

Dorasamy. Had his statement and that of others in custody been recorded it 

could have shed light on happenings and movements in the cell block that 

night and early morning.  

 

Traces of Blood and other Bodily Fluids 

69. The cell, interrogation room and SB vehicles ought to have been examined for 

traces of blood and fluid. We are aware that Dr Haffejee had extensive injuries 

as described in the reports of Dr Gordon and Dr Biggs. In my view this was 

deliberately not done in order in order to help with the cover-up and protect 

the SB members involved. 

 

Evidence that ought to have been collected and logged 

70. There is evidence on record at the first inquest that ‘exhibits” were found at 

the scene. These are the Shirt (hemp) Exhibit G2, a Jacket (baadjie) Exhibit 

G3, Underpants Exhibit 2, Trouser Exhibit 3, Vest Exhibit 4, Handkerchief 

exhibit 5, Powder Blue Safari suit exhibit 6, pair of shoes Exhibit 7 and a pair 

of socks exhibit 8. These exhibits were apparently handed to Lothar Paul 

Neethling and he personally transported them to the Forensic Laboratory in 

Pretoria for analysis.  

71. Neethling stated in evidence at the first Inquest he could not remember who 

handed the box with the evidence to him. There is also no evidence who 

recovered that exhibits at the scene. There were no statements proving the 

chain evidence and integrity of the exhibits.  
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72. Neethling said that he cut pieces of cloth from the clothing handed to him. He 

examined these pieces of clothing for blood. No evidence was led as to how 

Neethling came into possession of the exhibits. No evidence was led as to 

who visited and investigated the scene. There is no indication as to who 

retrieved the exhibits from the scene and from where they came from.  

73. Major Schutte’s affidavit (Exhibit “CC”) was handed in by consent at the first 

Inquest.  This affidavit is one of the many documents that has gone missing. 

While it may have been reflected in his affidavit, no evidence was led in the 

inquest whether the exhibits were properly collated, marked and logged.  

74. Accordingly, the integrity of the exhibits is open to question.  It cannot be 

conclusively stated that the items examined by Neethling were in fact 

recovered from the incident scene at cell number 2.  

  

Criminal or Disciplinary enquiries 

75. Aside from a criminal investigation there should have been an internal or 

disciplinary inquiry to determine whether any police member contravened the 

any standing orders or police regulations in relation to the apprehension, 

interrogation, and death of Dr Haffejee.  No such inquiries were held.  

DOUBTUL POLICE VERSION 

76. I have serious misgivings about the police version that they simply found 

Haffejee strung to the lowest cross bar of the grille door and that he committed 

suicide. 

77. In the first place there is no evidence that Haffejee was suicidal.  He disclosed 

no unlawful activity on his part or on the part of anyone else. He betrayed 

nobody.   There is no evidence that the SB arrested or acted against anyone 

based on information from Haffejee.    

78. The SB clearly fabricated version to try and explain the multiple abrasions, 

bruises and other injury marks on Haffejee.   
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79. In summary, my view is reinforced by the fact that: 

 

79.1. No disciplinary investigations were conducted. 

 
79.2. The integrity of the death scene was not secured and maintained. 

 
79.3. The integrity of the so-called exhibits was completely compromised 

 
79.4. The forensic pathologist was transported to the scene by SB members 

who interrogated the deceased. 

  
79.5. Fingerprints were not lifted from the death scene. Had this been done 

prints of persons of interest may have been found on the grille. This 

in my view was not done to protect SB members involved. 

CONCLUSION 

80. I conclude that the SB sought to conceal the truth as to the circumstances and 

cause of Haffejee’s death. I suspect that foul play by the SB caused the 

demise of Haffejee.  

81. I believe the probabilities point to the possibility that Haffejee succumbed to 

death during interrogation.  Alternatively, at the end of the interrogation he was 

in such debilitated state, he was killed to protect the SB from scrutiny. The 

cover-up through the staging of a suicide was done to: 

  

81.1. conceal the abuse and brutal torture of Haffejee in custody.  

 

81.2. Alternatively, or in addition, to mask the fact that Haffejee died under 

interrogation. 

82. I have demonstrated that SB cover-ups were the order of the day in those 

days.  The cover up in the Haffejee case would have been consistent with this 

practice. 
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83. Routine acts of torture complained of by detainees included vicious assault, 

wet bag treatment, electric shock treatment, when done recklessly could easily 

cause the death of a detainee.  

84. An examination of the investigative steps taken by the police in the aftermath 

of the death reveals a most substandard investigation. Virtually none of the 

elementary investigative steps one would have expected to see were taken. 

In my considered view these multiple lapses are consistent with an effort to 

suppress the truth. In other words, the investigation amounted to a cover-up. 

85. In the circumstances, the version of the police as to what happened to Haffejee 

must be viewed with considerable suspicion and caution. In my respectful 

view, the police version placed before the first inquest can be safely described 

as a fabrication.  

 

 

 

________________________________________ 
CHRISTOPHER REGINALD CLIFFORD MARION 

 
 

The Deponent has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of this 

affidavit, which was sworn to before me and the deponent's signature was placed 

thereon in my presence at ______________________ on the _____ day 

of________________2021, the regulations contained in Government Notice No 

R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government Notice No R1648 of 19 August 

1977, as amended, having been complied with.  

 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS    

    FULL NAMES:    
                                    DESIGNATION:    

    ADDRESS: 
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