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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The inspection in loco of the re-opened inquest into the death of Dr Hoosen 

Haffejee was held at Brighton Beach police station on 18 August 2021 

between 10h00 and 13h00. 

 

 

Photo 1: Google Map image of Brighton Beach Police Station. The 
image is orientated to north.  

 

2. The inspection was attended by Judge Nkosi, members of Brighton Beach 

Police Station, representatives of the family, the state and the Directorate 

Priority Crime Investigation, members of the Haffejee family, expert 

witnesses, Mr Thivash Moodley and Dr Steve Naidoo and members of the 

press. 
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3. This report deals with the following inspected areas: 

3.1. Parking area, 

3.2. Possible interrogation rooms in two parts of the building, 

3.3. Charge office, 

3.4. Cell 2. 

 

4. Captain Kruger of the Brighton Beach police station noted at the outset that 

changes had been made to the police station building and precinct since 1977. 

These changes included the removal of some toilets and urinals; removal and 

reconstruction of walls to increase the space of rooms; and the closing of the 

corridor that led to the charge office from the barracks. At the hearing, the 

State produced the architectural plans of the police station as exhibit M1, 

although a copy has not as yet been provided to the representatives of the 

family. 

 

5. Representatives for the family had asked for former Security Branch officer, 

Mohan Deva Gopal (“Gopal”) to be present at the inspection to point out the 

relevant places in the precinct. According to Gopal, the interrogation of 

Haffejee did not take place in an office but in a basement storeroom. The 

inspection-in-loco was delayed for about an hour as Gopal was taken around 

the station by police members to refresh his memory. 
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PARKING AREA 
 

6. We began at the parking area (see photo 2 below) and where Lt James Taylor 

parked the car before Haffejee was taken to the basement for interrogation. 

According to Gopal, Taylor drove Haffejee’s car. He parked in the upper 

parking area, in the allocated parking spaces across from the holding cells.  

 

 

Photo 2: Accessing the parking of Brighton Beach police station. The 
arrow displays how a vehicle accesses the precinct and the parking lot. 
When entering from the north, you drive down a driveway facing the 
beach. Thereafter, you turn right, facing south-westerly, entering the 
parking lot. The cell blocks are on the left. The main precinct is on the 
right. The barracks is at the southern end of the precinct.  

 
7. From the parking area, Gopal reported that Haffejee was taken to a room in 

the basement situated at the end of a long passageway.  
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POSSIBLE INTEROGATION ROOM # 1 

 
 
8. Gopal first led the group to a corridor which he initially considered to be the 

corridor in which Haffejee was escorted through before entering the 

interrogation room.  

 

9. The location of this corridor is indicated on the arial photo of the police station 

by the on photo 3 below. 

 

Photo 3:  This corridor and small complex of rooms is located at 
basement level just off the main parking lot close to the top right of 
the station building.  

 

10. This first corridor had four adjoining rooms. This corridor can be seen in photo 

4. 

 

Corridor 
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Photo 4: Corridor fronting on the main parking lot.  
 
11. The first room inspected was empty (see photo 5 below). The room was 

rectangular and showed evidence of two removed walls which blocked off a 

toilet. Gopal said that, to the best of his recollection, the first room off the 

corridor or passageway was a toilet. 

 

Photo 5: This is the first room inspected. On the left-hand side of the 
image, where the trolley cart currently stands, used to be a toilet and 
a wall cordoning off the area. 
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12. The second room (see photo 6 below) was a storeroom that led into an office. 

The second room was larger but was not recognised by Gopal. 

 

 

Photo 6: This is the second room which is used as a storeroom. Behind 
the boxes on the left-hand side lies a door to an office. On the right is 
a solid wall.  

 
13. The third room (see photo 7 below) was larger and utilised as a storeroom but 

was not recognised by Gopal. 
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Photo 7: This is the third room inspected off the first corridor. It is a 
larger storeroom.  

 

14. The fourth room stored machinery. 

 

15. Gopal was of the view that none of these rooms fitted the description.  

Moreover, Gopal said that they were able to access the rest of the police 

station, in particular the charge office, via a long passageway, without exiting 

the building.  There was no such passageway from this corridor and the only 

way to access the charge office was by exiting the building. 

 

16. Gopal was then asked to sketch his recollection of the interrogation room and 

its immediate environment to assist the inspection in finding it.  See photo 8 

below: 
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Photo 8: A hand drawn diagram by Gopal of the layout of the 
passageway and room Haffejee was taken for interrogation. The first 
room off the passage was a toilet.  On the bottom left of the image is 
a desk marked with an x. In front of the desk lies Haffejee represented 
by an asterisk. Next to Haffejee is Taylor and S Govender. Gopal stands 
at the corner of the room represented by the word “Me”. 

 

17. After considering the sketch of Gopal, Captain Kruger of the SAPS suggested 

that there was an unused lower basement area on the southwest corner of 

the precinct, under the barracks, that largely fitted the description. 
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POSSIBLE INTEROGATION ROOM # 2 
 

18. The barracks is a multi-story building which has a lower basement and 

multiple higher floors. The second floor leads directly to the charge office.  The 

location of this basement area is indicated on the arial photo of the police 

station by the on photo 9 below. 

 

 

Figure 9:  This basement area is located on the south west corner of 
the police station faces the driveway on that side of the building.      

 

19. The lower basement is currently unutilised and appears to have been unused 

for years. Access is gained through a door facing the driveway on the south 

west side of the building, and then by descending one flight of stairs.  It was 

flooded with stagnant water up to Captain Kruger’s ankles and was filled with 

mosquitoes. 

 

20.  The basement area matched the Gopal description in that the first room off 

the corridor was a toilet and it was situated on the left-hand side, although it 

was on the immediate left after entering the corridor from the stairs.  This 

Basement 
area 
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basement area also matched Gopal’s drawing as there was a large storeroom 

at the end of the corridor, however there was a room with geysers and a 

second room between the toilet and the storeroom. The second room is 

located adjacent to the main storeroom. There was a separate entrance to the 

second storeroom. 

 

21. Capt. Kruger arranged himself gumboots and covered them with multiple 

black binbags and tape.  Kruger first entered the basement area and took 

photos and a video of the basement complex.  The video footage will be made 

available to the Court on a memory stick.   

 
 
22. Capt. Kruger inspected the lower basement and was asked to sketch the 

layout of the lower basement, which is reflected below in photo 10. 
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Photo 10: Sketch drawn by Capt. Kruger describing the layout of the 
lower basement below the barracks. On the right, from top to bottom 
are the markings “Urinal, “Geysers”, and “Open office” and on the left 
is the words “passage-way”.  

 
 

23. Mr Gopal agreed that the sketch drawn by Capt. Kruger looked like the space 

where the interrogation of Haffejee took place.  The lower basement consisted 

of: 

23.1. A passageway / corridor (photo 12 below), 

23.2. A toilet and urinal (photo 13 below), 

23.3. Geyser room (photo 14 below). 

23.4. First room, described in sketch as an open office (photo 15 below), 

23.5. Storeroom at end of corridor (photo 16 below), and 
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24.   Mr Gopal then had his shoes taped in plastic bin bags and he descended 

into the basement to inspect the area for himself. 

 

 

Photo 11: Capt. Kruger assists Gopal to cover his shoes before entering the 
lower basement. 

 

25. Gopal was of the firm view that the lower basement was the basement in 

which Haffejee was brought to for interrogation and torture. Gopal stated that 

Haffejee was escorted through the passageway (photos 12.1, 12.2 and 12.3) 

into the room at the bottom of the corridor, the storeroom (photo 16). 

Haffejee’s head was placed in the toilet at the urinals in photo 13.  
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Photo 12.1: Stairs to lower basement, entrance and corridor. 

 



Page | 15  
 

 

Photo 12.2: Flooded passageway of the lower basement.  
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Photo 12.3: Passageway of the lower basement.  Facing entrance. 

 

 

Photo 13: This area was previously used as a toilet and urinal.  
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Photo 14: The geyser room 
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Photo 15: Empty room  
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Photo 16:  Storeroom at end of corridor where it is believed that 
Haffejee was interrogated.  
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26. According to Gopal, around midnight Haffejee was taken to the charge office 

in the main precinct. Gopal insisted that Haffejee was never taken outside the 

building to reach the charge office at the northern end of the precinct.   He 

was therefore of the view, that from the lower basement, Haffejee would have 

been taken up two flights of stairs in the barracks section and escorted down 

a long passage which led directly to the charge office.  

 

THE CHARGE OFFICE 
 

27. The charge office is situated at the northern end of the precinct. Its location is 

depicted in photo 17 below. 

 

 

Photo 17:  The charge office is located at the far northern end of the 
building. 

 

28. As mentioned above, to access the charge office in 1977, one would need to 

walk down a long corridor on the second floor of the barracks which eventually 

reaches the charge office, as depicted in photo 18 below. 

Charge 
Office 
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Photo 18:  Long passage-way leading from the second floor of the 
barracks towards the charge office. 

 

29. However, currently, that corridor is obstructed by a renovated entrance with 

locked doors (see photo 19). We therefore had to exit the building and re-

enter through an alternative entrance and climb another set of stairs. 
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Photo 19: the corridor leading from the staircase to the charge room 
is now blocked off. 

 
30. The charge office (photos 20.1 and 20.2) is located on the first floor of the 

main building and across from the holding cells. According to Mr Gopal, 

Haffejee was brought to the charge office at midnight, and was not let out of 

anyone’s sight until he was placed in the cell.  

 

 

Photo 20.1: Entrance to the charge office. 
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Photo 20.2: The charge office has undergone renovation. The OB entry 
was made at the desk situated on the left-hand side of the image. 
Haffejee was then taken to Cell 2 through the blue door on the right-
hand side of the image.  

 

31. According to Gopal, after entering the charge room, Haffejee’s details were 

entered into the OB book by Constable D Naude, one of the South African 

Police uniform members. Gopal stated that there was a cold beverage 

dispensing machine from which he purchased a cola drink for Haffejee. 

Haffejee was then taken through the old entrance (the blue door in photo 20.2) 

and down the outside stairs to the cell block on the other side of the parking 

lot. 

 

CELL 2 
 
32. From the charge office, the inspection then moved to the cell block.  Haffejee 

was detained in cell 2.  Cell 2 in the cell block is situated at the northern end 

of the precinct and across the parking lot from the main building. Its location 

is depicted in photo 21 below. 
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Photo 21:  Cell 2 is located at the northern end of the precinct, on the 
other side of the parking lot. 

  

33. The cell had no light source and the inspection had to rely on day light entering 

the open door and windows and a torch supplied by Dr Steve Naidoo. To enter 

the cell, you enter through a main door into a small courtyard surrounded by 

walls and then into the actual cell. The cell is closed off by a cell door and a 

grille gate. The grille door opens to the right. 

 
34. There are three windows in the cell, a concrete bench and a toilet.  According 

to Gopal, the cell floor had a thick dark grey woollen blanket on the floor. 

 

Cell #2 
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Photo 22:  One of the three windows in Cell 2. 

 

 

Photo 23: The grille gate of Cell 2.  Haffejee was allegedly found 
hanging on the lowest horizontal bar of the grille. 
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35. In cell 2, trajectory expert witness Thivash Moodley explained the four 

scenarios as to what may have transpired in the cell.   

 

Photo 24:  Moodley explaining the 4 scenarios to the inspection. 

 

 

Photo 25: Thivash Moodley demonstrating the approximate position 
in which Haffejee was apparently found. 
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Photo 26:  Demonstration by Moodley of the tying of pants and 
handkerchief to the grille. 
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Photo 27: Brigadier Marion pointing to the window grille from which 
Bayempini Mzizi was found hanging. 

 

 

Photo 28: Brigadier Marion demonstrating the position in which 
Bayempini Mzizi was found hanging. 
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36. Once the inspection was completed, Nkosi J directed tha proceedings to 

continue on Thursday, 19 August 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


