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It is symbolic that the ANC has offices in a street named after 
Hoosen Haffejee as we are inspired by the ultimate sacrifice made 
by him and other activists who gave their lives for our freedom.



The start of the inquest this week allows us to reflect and reconnect 
with the revolutionary spirit of Haffejee who was killed by apartheid 
security forces.

To my knowledge, suicide is considered "haraam" in the religion of 
Islam and both family and friends of Haffejee are adamant that the 
findings of the first inquest were a cover-up for his murder. His 
family has been twice victimised, first by the murder and then by the 
claims that our comrade committed suicide. The family has been 
denied the peace they deserve.

There can be no closure until the truth is revealed. Oliver Tambo will 
want us to stand up for the truth and to defend the family of our 
fallen son who was born and raised in Pietermaritzburg.

As we stand by the Haffejee family, we also stand by those who 
were killed in the violence which engulfed KZN and Gauteng in July. 
It is during these troubled times that we must unite as South 
Africans. We invoke the spirit of Hoosen Haffajee when we say that 
we will deal with looters and criminals alike.

Despite the many governance challenges in our city, the ANC is 
irreversibly bonded to the Indian community and to the legacies of 
AS Chetty, Chota Motala and Hoosen Haffajee. This cannot be 
forgotten nor can we allow anyone to sow the seeds of hatred and 
division amongst our people. The ANC Moses Mabhida regional 
task team reaches out to the common history of Indians and 
Africans who inhabit Pietermaritzburg and we pronounce, without 
any equivocation, that our future is a common future in 
revolutionary solidarity to our Constitution and our Bill of Rights.
Hoosen Haffajee has engraved in our hearts and in our 
consciousness a simple truth - that we shall overcome corruption, 
racial tension and the stagnation of growth in the city.

In his spirit we will unite to build our communities to reflect a vision 
of hope and integrity.


