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Paul Francis Erasmus states under oath 

1. 

I was a member of the Security Branch of the South African Police for 17 years. I was 

based at John Vorster Square in Johannesburg where I was involved in extensive covert 

operations. Initially I worked in the section called "Blanke Seksie" (European Section) 

which was responsible for the collection of information of all intelligence gathered pertaining 

to white suspects and organisation in Johannesburg. I was discharged on medical grounds 

and my service was terminated due to Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome in 1993. I have 

kept my case books and many documents that recorded my operations. These books were 

regularly signed off by my superior officers. It is also supported by a lot of original 

documents. I gave evidence before the Goldstone Commission as well as the TRC. 

2. 

My defined field of work at the Security Police as mentioned was inter alia intelligence 

gathering. I was more a field operator which and was exhorted to work after hours on many 

occasions. Parts of these duties were not only to monitor suspects after hours but to put 

pressure on them as well. I soon became aware that members of staff would regularly 

resort to damaging suspect's vehicles, throwing bricks through windows and a wide variety 

of so called "dirty tricks". I soon became involved in these types of activities which became 

more and more brazen as "the struggle" intensified. Over the years I have been involved in 

numerous dirty tricks against opponents of the then Nationalist government. Attacks 

followed on a regular basis at the homes or property of anti-government bodies too lengthy 

to list here. Apart from the attacks on suspects, much of our defined work was conducted in 

an illegal fashion and within a relatively short space of time I had become rather adept at for 

example breaking into premises. 

From time to time I was given the means to carry out "dirty tricks'' On one occasion I was 

given a canister of new generation tear gas "for use in emergencies". I did not use the 

canister of tear gas and handed it over to the Special Investigating unit of the Goldstone 

Commission. On several occasions I was given vials of a substance called "Bokpoort" a 

particularly strong and evil smelling substance. It was used to disrupt services at St Mary's 

Cathedral in Johannesburg and Regina Mundi in Soweto and was also thrown into a 
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Colonel's car at John Vorster Square when it was established that he had carried stories 

about the illegal use of secret funds to the Commissioner of the South African Police. 

3. 

In regard to Stratkom I must state that a Brigadier Alfred Oosthuizen (then Captain) was 

transferred with Brigadier G Erasmus to the Security Branch at John Vorster Square and 

Oosthuizen took over our section from Cronwright while Genl Erasmus took over command 

of the whole of Security Branch in Johannesburg. Numerous secret projects were begun 

and I did some artistic work (posters e.g. Why are your schools burning? Desmond Tutu for 

God's sake you are killing our kids and others) and I also was being called on for the forging 

of documents and preparation of pro-Government/ anti left-wing printed material. I was 

aware that a unit known as Stratkom had been set up at Head Office largely to coordinate on 

a national basis the covert war on the left. Disinformation became something of a 

watchword. During a raid on Khotso House several blank cheques and a cheque book were 

stolen. I was expected to forge a document from a signature for example specimen. J had 

become more and more involved with the functioning of STRATKOM (there was not an 

official constituted unit at John Vorster Unit at that stage) and much of my work became 

Stratkom related. 

This section was initially under the command of a Colonel Mcintyre and based on the roof of 

Wachthuis building in Pretoria. Section D or Covert Collection of Intelligence began on an ad 

hoc basis to spread disinformation and carry out dirty tricks operations. In the early eighties 

with so called reactionary "right wing" attacks having taken place across South Africa on 

perceived left wing enemies of the state, the powers that be - State Security Council and 

Nationalist Cabinet - became alarmed after a security police man was caught during an 

attack in Cape Town. He was never charged and avoided prosecution but the State 

Security Council, alarmed then embarked on a campaign to coordinate "illegal" and 

underground activities and this was the father of what was eventually known as Stratkom 

(Strategic Communication). There was four 4 bodies involved in Stratkom visually the SA 

Police, SADF, the then Burea of State Security (BOSS) and Foreign Affairs. The Stratcom 

principle espoused by the State Security Council permeated literally every facet of life in 

South Africa and I personally have details of operations with bizarre names e.g. Project 

Guano. At a full cabinet meeting in 1982 the NP all agreed on the principles of the major 

stratcom projects. Only one member Kobie Coetzee refused to have anything to do with it. 
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