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48. As I was a junior officer it was not for me to question the reason and motive 

behind the mission. At the time I followed orders and accepted that it was a 

necessary mission that had been ordered by the leadership of the SB. I 

surmised of course that we were helping to cover up something unlawful, but I 

did not probe this aspect. We operated on the need to know principle. 

49. Whitehead summarised the mission in Afrikaans, he said "ons is op soek na n 

naa/d in a hooimuur', to which I agreed. We were indeed looking for a needle in 

a haystack. There was a whole team trying to prove that Dr Aggett's death was 

a suicide. 

50. In fact, I later learned that the SB had acquired the services of a psychologist, 

Professor Jan Plomp, who would guide Whitehead through the field operation 

and once we had returned would testify at the inquest. He would advise 

Whitehead over the phone what to look for in order to identify any signs of 

clinical depression, and hopefully signs of 'advanced clinical depression'. 

51. Whitehead and I drove to Grahamstown some 5 hours after meeting with 

Muller. On the way down he asked me to peruse the Aggett detainee file and I 

was surprised how sparse the file was on Aggett's early life. Whitehead also 

showed me Aggett's last statement which he made shortly before his death. I 

found it unusual that he had dispensed with the standard opening paragraph 

and instead wrote, 'I am a Marxist and a communist and adhere to a Marxist 

communist philosophy.' Whitehead asked me for my opinion on this and I said it 

was a desperate attempt by Aggett to stop the interrogation and give him what 

he wanted. 
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52. On the way Whitehead told me that he had kept Aggett awake for over 60 

hours and that at the end of this Aggett was confused and broken. Whitehead 

seemed fascinated by Aggett's love for the music of Mike Oldfield and told me 

that the song 'Arrival' from the album 'QE2' was playing while Aggett wrote his 

statement on the tenth floor, the day before he died. Whitehead played this 

album all the way to Grahamstown. He said that he may have pushed Aggett 

too far. I assumed he was referring to the prolonged sleep deprivation and 

general abuse. 

53. We first went to the SB offices in Grahamstown, and the local commander, 

Oosthuizen, knew of our operation. I was surprised to find that Whitehead had 

no detailed plan for this operation and did not have any clear steps on how we 

were to achieve our objective. We ended up staying with Whitehead's father-in

law in Port Alfred, who was Dennis Rothman, the deputy head of the Bureau of 

State Security (BOSS). Whitehead picked up two German hitchhikers, Hucki 

Mehl and Gisella Ott, on the way. After 2 days of merriment with the Germans 

we proceeded to back to Grahamstown. 

54. I came up with a plan that I would play the role of a private investigator, one 

Paul Edwards, representing an overseas client who was an author and who 

wished to write a book on Aggett's life. I was to conduct preliminary research 

for the overseas client. We would further state that the overseas client knew 

little about South Africa. Whitehead would play the role of my assistant. 

55. We eventually arrived in Grahamstown where Dr Aggett had attended 

Kingswood College, a very upmarket and prestigious school in the area with a 

view to looking into his early and formative years. 
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56. Kingswood College was our first stop where I had arranged an interview with 

the headmaster. He spent quite a lot of time discussing Aggett's years as a 

scholar, his academic achievements and showed us photos of the young 

Aggett in various sports teams. He played hockey and cricket and was 

generally an all-rounder. Whitehead was largely useless as my accomplice. 

He seemed terrified and just clammed up. 

57. We learned that Aggett was an exemplary scholar and a normal schoolboy. We 

were told that his father was quite a hard man and that the family had a tough 

time in Kenya. Aggett was popular with his teachers and students and excelled 

at extra-mural activities. He was also the captain of the chess team. There was 

certainly no sign of any mental aberrations and although we did not ask the 

question directly, there was not the slightest sign of any suicidal tendencies. 

58. We then made our way to Cape Town where we introduced ourselves to the 

local commander of the SB, Brigadier Kotze, at Caledon Police Station, who 

was hostile and did not make us feel welcome. We read through files in their 

offices hoping to find something that would indicate that Aggett, who had 

studied at UCT, was a "walking suicide"; alternatively a drug addict or user, or 

anything that would cast him in a negative light at the forthcoming inquest. We 

left the local SB offices empty handed. Later, while we were drinking at the 

Arthur's Seat Hotel in Sea Point, Whitehead called Professor Plomp who 

suggested that we proceed to the Aggett family home. 

59. We reconnoitred the parents' home in Somerset West and with a view to 

interviewing Aggett's parents the following day. Whitehead decided that I 

should be the one to conduct the interview and that he should not be seen by 
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Aggett's parents. He reasoned that if we were compromised in any way he 

could not be connected to this operation because he was involved in the 

interrogation of Aggett. Whitehead, therefore, remained drinking at a restaurant 

nearby and I proceeded by car to the Aggett home. 

60. On the evening of 15 March 1982, I arrived at the Aggett home and the 

domestic, Sarah Isaacs, opened the door. She told me that the Aggetts were 

away. I gave her my cover story and she allowed me to enter the house after I 

bribed her with R30-00; and kept sending her to see if someone was coming. In 

her absence I hurriedly searched draws and papers in each room. I found a 

bound pack of letters from Aggett to his parents and other letters from him in a 

drawer. I took all of them. 

61. As I walked out onto the lounge area and onto the patio, I was confronted by an 

elderly neighbour who demanded to know who I was and what I was doing in 

the Aggetts' house. I gave him the same cover story, which he did not believe. 

62. I went back to the restaurant and found an inebriated Whitehead waiting for me. 

He was ecstatic to hear that I gained access to the Aggett home and got a haul 

of letters. He advised me that his high-ranking father was a friend of General 

Coetzee and that my promotion would be speeded up. However, most 

disappointingly, the letters did not give the vaguest hint of Aggett being suicidal 

or any other untoward tendencies we could exploit. 

63. The next morning, Whitehead and I were summoned to Brigadier Kotze's office. 

He was incensed that we had gained access to the Aggett home. Apparently, 

the neighbour who confronted me described my car to the local police and the 
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duty warrant officer had recalled Whitehead filling petrol in the same car at the 

police station. 

64. It turned out the neighbour had been asked by the Aggett's to keep an eye on 

their home while they were away. He approached the police and told them that 

I had broken into the house and threatened Sarah with a firearm. Sarah was 

happy to go along with this story because she could not reveal that she had 

accepted my bribe. She therefore told the neighbour that she caught me in the 

house. I recorded the conversation I had with Sarah on my Nagra device and 

the transcript is attached hereto marked "PFE3". 

65. Brigadier Kotze said we had disgraced him and the whole SB and we were to 

get 'the hell out of his province and drive back to Johannesburg immediately, 

which we did. 

66. When Whitehead and I arrived at JVS 15 hours later we were met with an 

enraged Cronwright. He screamed at us that we had wrecked all chances of the 

SB winning at the inquest. I thought he was going to hit me. As I was not a 

commissioned officer, I was not present when Whitehead gave his account of 

events to his seniors. 

67. A week later, I was summoned to the SB head office in Pretoria and taken to 

General Johan Coetzee's office. Colonel Viljoen, Colonel Hans Gloy and 

Brigadier Kalfie Broodryk were in attendance as well. I assumed that the 3 

were there as 'trouble shooters' or 'fixers'. Muller was also present, and I 

remember him trembling with fear. Coetzee said we had 'blundered'. The 

discussion at the meeting centred around keeping the search of the Aggett 

home out of the inquest proceedings. I was ordered in and out of the office. 
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68. My prepared statement on the incident was altered by Viljoen and Coetzee to 

record that we were in Cape Town with a warrant of arrest for a suspect, Gavin 

Andersson, who was a trade unionist and a suspect of the SB, was known to be 

close to Aggett. A copy of my typed statement, with the written alterations is 

annexed hereto marked "PFE4". Andersson had previously been arrested and 

had already left the country illegally. This however did not stop the concocting 

of the cover story. It was hoped that our mission could be construed as a 

normal SB operation. It was extremely lucky that the Aggetts' neighbour also 

had the surname Anderson, even if the neighbour's name was spelt with only 

one's'. 

69. At some point Coetzee advised me that he had telephoned the Attorney 

General, Neil Rossouw in Cape Town and advised him of the situation. 

Rossouw telephoned Coetzee back and informed him the magistrate had been 

'schooled' and I was to plead guilty to a lesser charge of illegal search and the 

court would withdraw the charges against Whitehead. Coetzee then relayed to 

me that I would be found guilty with a fine of R200-00 and the money for the 

payment of the fine would be issued from SECFIN (Secret Finance). He also 

informed me that I would not get a criminal record, it would not reflect on my 

personnel file, I would not go to jail, and my sacrifice would in fact contribute to 

my career. 

70. In May 1983, the Aggetts initiated a private prosecution against Whitehead and 

I. the charges against Whitehead were dropped and I was charged only for 

illegal entry, to which I pleaded guilty. The SB duly provided me with the funds 

to pay the R200-00 fine. 
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71. I later discovered that the SAP lied to me. The conviction was reflected on my 

personnel file and in all other government records. All my applications for 

promotion were rejected because of the conviction. I also learned later that 

Whitehead had said to Muller that he had specifically instructed me not to enter 

the house, which was a lie. Indeed, I was brought on the mission because of 

my housebreaking and covert experience. Muller advised me to keep the 

Nagra tape as an insurance policy. 

FIRST INQUEST INTO AGGETT'S DEATH 

72. No effort was spared by the SB in preparing for the first inquest so that they 

could be absolved of any wrongdoing. Advocate George Bizos was central to 

the Aggett family's case and posed a challenge to the SB. 

73. Although I was not involved in these operations the office and home of Bizos 

would have been bugged, and daily transcripts made available to the SB team 

working on the first inquest. If I recall correctly the Aggett legal team 

occasionally worked from Priscilla Jana's offices in Commissioner Street, which 

were close to the Magistrate's Court. The telephones at these offices were also 

tapped. It was routine practice in those days to monitor the conversations and 

communications of human rights lawyers, as my case books disclose. English 

speaking SB officers would be required to listen to the tapes and work on the 

transcripts. 

74. In addition, rehearsals and mock trials were held regularly and all available 

information obtained from surveillance was used to prepare Whitehead and 

other police witnesses for each day of the inquest. Counsel for the state, 
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advocate Pieter Schabort, was assisted by constable Johan van Aswegan (who 

had a law degree) and other members from the investigative unit in preparing 

Whitehead. I recall he was advised not to look at Bizos when under cross 

examination. 

AFTER THE INQUEST 

75. Shortly after the inquest, I was called to Colonel Dries Struwig's office at JVS. 

Struwig told me to be wary of Whitehead because he had in fact blamed me for 

the debacle in Somerset West and that furthermore he came from a powerful 

family, given his high ranking father and that his father-in-law was the deputy 

head of the BOSS and a friend of PW Botha. Struwig said they would not allow 

for Whitehead to be convicted or disciplined because he was studying towards 

a law degree and he would not be able to practice if he had a criminal record. 

76. Struwig also told me that Whitehead had gone 'too far' with Aggett in 

desperately trying to prove he was a successful and skilful interrogator. 

THE TRC 

77. I applied for amnesty at the TRC for a number of my activities while a member 

of the SB, including the incident at Somerset West. My application is attached 

hereto marked "PFE5". As it transpired the 'cover ups' of Dr Aggett's death 

and a myriad of other incidents and situations carried on for years to come. 

78. Around the time of the TRC I was shocked to learn of an outrageous allegation, 

apparently made by Whitehead that I had strangled Aggett with a wet towel. If 
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this claim was made it was a lie. I did not have any contact with Aggett during 

his detention at JVS. I recall reporting my concerns to prosecutor, Torie 

Pretorius. 

79. I applied for amnesty for my role in the Somerset West incident as well as for 

harassing Gavin Anderson, Liz Floyd and many others. I was granted amnesty 

for these acts. I attach hereto the decision of the TRC marked "PFE6" A 

summary of my other amnesty applications is annexed hereto marked "PFE7". 

PAUL FRANCIS ERASMUS 

The Deponent has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of 

this affidavit, which was signed and affirmed before me at .:i!-1.B ce/lhc;f on this 

the I I day of >?e.6 ru.:::;:?'() 2020, the regulations contained in 

Government Notice No R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government 

Notice No R1648of19 August 1977, as amended, having been complied with. 

7.020 - 7- , ' 
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