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I, the undersigned, 

LUKHANYO BRUCE MATTHEWS CALATA 

do hereby make oath and state that: 

INTRODUCTION 

1 I am an adult male journalist, filmmaker and author currently employed as the 

Programme Editor at etv news and sport in Cape Town. I am the first applicant 

in these proceedings. 

2 I was born on 18 November 1981 in Cradock in the Eastern Cape. I am the son 

of the late Fort Calata ("Calata") who, along with Matthew Goniwe, Sicelo 

Mhlauli and Sparrow Mkonto, became known posthumously as the Cradock 

Four ("Cradock Four''). On 27 June 1985 they were abducted, assaulted, 

murdered and their bodies burned by the Security Branch of the erstwhile 

South African Police ("the Security Branch"). 

3 More than 35 years later, and notwithstanding countless pleas, my family and I 

are still waiting for the South African Police ("SAPS") to finalise its 

investigations and for the National Prosecuting Authority ("NPA") to take a 

decision whether to prosecute the known suspects or not. I bring this 

application to compel these institutions to carry out their functions in relation to 

the Cradock Four, as they are bound to do under law. 

4 I submit that the failure to finalize the Cradock Four case represents a deep 

betrayal of those who gave their lives for the struggle for freedom and 
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democracy in South Africa. It has also added significantly to the emotional 

trauma and anguish of their families, surviving victims and the wider 

community. I do not know why the South African state has turned its back on 

victims who sacrificed so much, but it appears to me that until recently this 

approach was the product of a policy or decision to abandon or suppress these 

cases. 

5 Save where the context indicates otherwise, the facts deposed to in this 

affidavit are within my personal knowledge and were gained primarily from 

research that I, together with my legal team and private investigator, conducted 

using official records and national archives. The facts to which I have deposed 

are to the best of my belief both true and correct. Where I make submissions of 

a legal nature I do so on the advice of my legal representatives. 

6 Where I rely on the personal knowledge of others, confirmatory or supporting 

affidavits from those individuals have been attached. These include: 

6.1 The confirmatory affidavit of Clifford Marion, a private investigator, 

annexed hereto marked "LC1 ", confirms the inquiries he carried out on 

behalf of my family, including the search for documents and the 

considerable support he provided to the investigators from the 

Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation ("DPCI"). These efforts are 

outlined in this affidavit. 

6.2 The affidavit of Advocate Dumisa Ntsebeza SC, former TRC 

Commissioner and Investigation Unit Head, annexed hereto marked 

"LC2", confirms the findings made by the TRC in respect of the Cradock 
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Four case, as well findings made against the State Security Council 

(SSC) and its structures. These findings are outlined in this affidavit. 

6.3 The supporting affidavit of Advocate Vusumzi Patrick Pikoli, former 

National Director of Public Prosecutions ("NDPP"), annexed hereto 

marked "LC3", confirms the political interference that brought an end to 

the investigation and prosecution of TRC cases. 

ORGANISATION OF THIS AFFIDAVIT 

7 The scheme of this affidavit necessitates me setting out -

7.1 An overview of the Cradock Four story. 

7 .2 The relief sought. 

7.3 A full description of the applicants and respondents. 

7.4 A description of other role players connected to the Cradock Four case, 

including: 

7.4.1 deceased persons, 

7.4.2 those granted amnesty, 

7.4.3 those with unknown status, and 

7.4.4 members of the State Security Council. 

7.5 An account of my quest for justice and the impact on me and my family. 

7.6 A description of the four murdered persons. 
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7. 7 The events leading up to the murders. 

7.8 The abduction and murder of the Cradock Four. 

7 .9 The role of the police in the murders. 

7.10 Official inquiries into the murders including: 

7 .10.1 the first and second inquests, 

7.10.2 the investigations of the TRC, and 

7 .10.3 the amnesty applications and decisions. 

7 .11 An examination of the role of the State Security Council and its 

structures. 

7 .12 A description of how the state security system dealt with the Cradock 

Four, relying on official documents. 

7.13 An examination of how the TRC cases, including the Cradock Four 

case, was suppressed by political interference. 

7 .14 A description of the efforts by my legal team and private investigator to 

support the SAPS and NPA, which was all to no avail. 

7.15 An overview of how the investigation docket went missing and the 

failure to investigate the theft of the docket. 

7 .16 An explanation as to why the delay in finalizing the investigation and 

taking a prosecutorial decision is unreasonable. 
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7.17 A summary of the legal obligations on the SAPS and NPA to investigate 

and prosecute, and how they have not complied with their legal duties. 

7.18 The grounds for relief which include: 

7 .18.1 The constitutional obligation to act without delay, 

7.18.2 Requirements under the rule of law, 

7 .18.3 The constitutional guarantee of the independence of the NPA, 

7 .18.4 Bill of Rights infringements, which include violations of the 

rights to dignity, life, freedom and security of the person and 

equality, 

7 .18.5 Obligations arising from South Africa's transition and the TRC 

process, 

7 .18.6 South Africa's international law obligations. 

7.19 The grounds for a final interdict compelling the SAPS to finalize their 

investigations and the NPA to take a prosecutorial decision. 

7.20 The grounds for shortened timeframes. 

OVERVIEW OF THE CRADOCK FOUR STORY 

8 The Cradock Four' story is rooted in South Africa's bitter and divided past. The 

four activists devoted their lives to resisting the pernicious system of Apartheid. 

Notwithstanding that their sacrifices helped to lay the basis for South Africa's 

democracy with its enshrined freedoms, the new South Africa has turned its 
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back on them. My family and I have been searching for answers for more than 

35 years. We have pleaded with authorities to take the necessary action to 

bring closure to this case. These pleas have fallen on deaf ears. However, we 

have always refused to give up the search for the truth and justice. 

9 My family and I have not rested since the murder of our beloved father and 

husband, Fort Calata. We did not expect the former South African Police 

("SAP") to investigate themselves. However, we firmly believed that the new 

democratic South Africa would take the necessary steps. We were wrong. 

This was a betrayal of the Cradock Four and everything they stood for. This 

betrayal cut the deepest. It deprived me and my family of closure and our right 

to dignity. 

10 We are aware of the basic story behind the murder of the Cradock Four: 

10.1 At a State Security Council ("SSC") meeting on 19 March 1984 Barend 

Du Plessis, then Minister of Black Education, called for the 'removal' of 

Cradock teachers, Matthew Goniwe and Fort Calata. 

10.2 Some 48 hours later, on 21 March 1984, Craig Williamson, former head 

of Security Branch ("SB") Intelligence, sent operatives Jacob Jan 

Hendrick (Jaap) van Jaarsveld and Bassie Bouwer to assess the most 

appropriate way of killing Goniwe and Calata. Van Jaarsveld proposed 

that Goniwe be 'taken out' on deserted road. 

10.3 On 23 May 1985, Brigadier "Joffel" van der Westhuizen, Commanding 

Officer of the South African Defence Force ("SADF") in the Eastern 

Cape ("Van der Westhuizen"), sent a signal to the SSC Secretariat 

10



11 

("SSCS") recommending that Calata and Goniwe should never be 

appointed to any post ever again . 

10.4 On 6 June 1985 at the SSC's Joint Security Action Committee (known 

by its Afrikaans acronym "GVS") meeting chaired by Adriaan Vlok, 

Deputy Minister of Law and Order, sought recommendations on what to 

do about Goniwe. A sub-committee was appointed under Brigadier 

Geldenhuys to make recommendations·. 

10.5 On 7 June 1985, Van der Westhuizen ordered Colonel Lourens du 

Plessis to send a secret signal to Major General Johannes van 

Ransburg at the SSCS recommending the urgent "permanent removal 

from society" of Goniwe, Calata and Mbulelo Goniwe (nephew of 

Matthew Goniwe ). 

10.6 Those at the Local Joint Management Committee ("LJMC") level 

involved in the planning of the murders included Van der Westhuizen, 

Colonel Lourens Du Plessis, Colonel Harold Snyman (head of the Port 

Elizabeth SB), Colonel Col Nick Johannes Van Ransburg, Major 

Herman Barend Du Plessis (SB Unit Commander for Eastern Cape 

Black Areas) and Eric Winter (head of the Cradock SB). All were denied 

amnesty for their role in the killings. Eric Winter and Colonel Lourens 

Du Plessis did not apply for amnesty. 

10. 7 On 27 June 1985, the Cradock Four were apprehended on a deserted 

road, as recommended by Van Jaarsveld a year earlier, and murdered. 

The killers on the scene were Major Johan Martin "Sakkie" Van Zyl, 

Lieutenant Eric Taylor, Sergeant Gerhardus Lotz, Sergeant Amos Faku, 
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Sergeant Glen Mgoduka and Shepard Shakati. Van Zyl, Taylor and 

Lotz were denied amnesty. All the killers on the scene have since died. 

10.8 According to the autopsy reports, Matthew Goniwe and Sicelo Mhlauli 

died from multiple stab wounds. Fort Calata died from a stab wound in 

the heart and Sparrow Mkonto died from a gunshot wound to the head 

and a stab wound to heart. 

10.9 The government and police fabricated a story claiming that the Cradock 

Four had been killed by elements from the Azanian People's 

Organisation ("AZAPO") in a factional dispute. 

11 In 1987 the first inquest presided over by Magistrate De Beer concluded that 

there was no evidence that any member of the security forces had anything to 

do with the killings, and that the deaths were brought about by persons or a 

group of persons unknown. This inquest in my considered view amounted to 

nothing more than a cover-up. 

12 In 1994, the second inquest under Judge Zietsman found that it has been 

established prima facie that the murderers were members of the security 

forces; and that a case of suspicion has been made out against SAP officers 

Colonel Snyman and Colonel Winter and against SADF members Brigadier van 

der Westhuizen, Colonel du Plessis and Major General van Rensburg. 

Notwithstanding these findings, no steps were taken against these members. 

13 The Truth and Reconciliation Commission ("TRC") found that the plot to murder 

Goniwe had been hatched a year before in 1984 and that the attempt by 

government to lay the crime at the door of AZAPO was not only a case of 

disinformation, but a deliberate attempt to stoke conflict. The TRC Amnesty 
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Committee denied amnesty to Taylor, Lotz, Van Rensburg, Snyman, Van Zyl 

and Du Plessis and held them responsible for the murders. Notwithstanding 

this finding, no steps were taken against those denied amnesty for the murders 

of the Cradock Four. 

14 The new police service, the South African Police Service ("SAPS") and the 

NPA could have pursued this case. Following the winding up of the TRC's 

Amnesty Committee in 2002, the Cradock Four case was one of approximately 

300 cases referred by the NPA to the TRC ("the TRC cases"). Not only were 

these cases not taken forward, but the government took active steps to ensure 

that perpetrators of apartheid-era crimes were protected from prosecution. 

15 One of the machinations devised by the authorities was to amend the NPA's 

Prosecution Policy to shield perpetrators of apartheid crimes from justice. 

Pending the development of a new policy to deal with the 'political cases' from 

the past, an effective moratorium was placed on the pursuit of the TRC cases. 

When the amendments to the NPA's Prosecution Policy emerged in late 2005 it 

essentially created a backdoor amnesty for perpetrators of so-called political 

crimes. It gave such perpetrators, like my father's killers, another opportunity to 

escape justice. 

16 The widows of the Cradock Four, together with the sister of Nokuthula 

Simelane, a young freedom fighter murdered by the SB in 1983, went to court 

to challenge the amended policy in the matter of Nkadimeng & Others v The 

National Director of Public Prosecutions & Others (TPD case no 32709/07) (the 

Nkadimeng case). In 2008 the High Court in Pretoria struck down the 
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amendments to the Prosecution Policy, declaring it to be absurd and 

unconstitutional. 

17 During this case the National Director of Public Prosecutions disclosed a secret 

2004 government report titled "Report of the Amnesty Task Team". This report, 

to be discussed below, explored ways of promoting impunity for perpetrators of 

apartheid-era crimes. This report is one of the clearest reflections of the 

unstated policy of the Government to suppress the apartheid era cases. 

18 We thought that the striking down of the amendments to the Prosecution Policy 

meant that the path was eventually cleared for justice to take its course. Again, 

we were wrong. The NPA and SAPS continued to drag their feet. 

19 To publicise my father's case, I made a short documentary film titled 

"Unfinished Business" about the Cradock Four in 2010 which is available on 

YouTube. In 2018, together with my wife, Abigail Calata, we published a book 

titled "My Father Died for This" in which we explored why the State had failed to 

pursue justice, notwithstanding two high profile inquests and the findings of the 

TRC. 

20 More than 35 years have passed since the Cradock Four were abducted, 

tortured murdered and their bodies desecrated and burned beyond recognition. 

More than 25 years have elapsed since South Africa became a constitutional 

democracy yet not a single person has been indicted for these crimes. 

21 Despite being refused amnesty by the TRC's Amnesty Committee in December 

1999, some former security policemen and military personnel who were 

involved in the murders of the Cradock Four remain at large. One must assume 

that they are free men enjoying their State pensions, living normal lives without 
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ever having had to account for our fathers' murders. Given the total inaction on 

the part of the SAPS and NPA since the early 1990s I assume they do not have 

the slightest concern that they will have to face the consequences of their 

brutality. 

22 No persons in the chain of command, who were involved in the decision 

making, planning and who gave the orders to murder the Cradock Four, have 

been prosecuted. This is notwithstanding clear evidence that in June 1985 a 

military signal was sent to the State Security Council Secretariate 

recommending that my father, Matthew Goniwe and Mbulelo Goniwe be 

"permanently removed from society". I will expand on this chilling fact later in 

this affidavit. 

23 To date the SAPS have failed, refused or neglected to finalise their 

investigations, and the NPA has failed to make a prosecutorial decision in 

respect of the kidnapping and murder of the Cradock Four. Indeed, it appeared 

that the investigation docket went missing from the offices of the NPA during 

2017. Typically, missing dockets are an indication of a cover-up or an attempt 

to sabotage the investigation. Since it was apparent that no investigation was 

launched into its disappearance, I was forced to open a case of theft in 2020. 

am also not aware of any progress in this investigation. 

24 On 29 August 2020, Nyameka Goniwe, wife of Matthew Goniwe, passed away. 

She died before seeing justice done in her husband's brutal murder. The cruel 

indifference of the post-apartheid South African State robbed her of justice, 

peace, and closure. My mother, now elderly and unwell, fears that she will die 

without reaching closure and being afforded the dignity she deserves. 
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25 My family and I do not believe that the SAPS and NPA are acting in good faith. 

Indeed, we have lost all confidence in the prosecutors and police. They have 

betrayed our trust. Given their past idleness such investigations could drag on 

indefinitely while witnesses and suspects grow old and die. My lawyers and I 

have engaged in extensive communications with the police and prosecutors to 

persuade them to finalize their investigations and decide whether to prosecute 

or not. These efforts have come to naught. 

26 The historic compromise which gave birth to the new South Africa demanded 

that those perpetrators denied amnesty, or who did not apply for amnesty, 

would face follow-up. This has not happened. The state has instead 

systematically and deliberately dragged its feet or blocked justice in this case 

and many others. We know who abducted, tortured, and murdered the 

Cradock Four. They were meant to face justice. 

27 More than 36 years have passed since the torture and murder of the Cradock 

Four. We, the family members, can find no peace. The betrayal of Fort Calata, 

Matthew Goniwe, Sicelo Mhlauli and Sparrow Mkonto, and what they stood for, 

is almost complete. 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS APPLICATION 

28 The primary purpose of this application is to establish the unlawfulness and 

unconstitutionality of: 

28.1 the unreasonable delay by the third respondent (National 

Commissioner of the South African Police Service or the NCSAPS) 

in finalising the investigation into the kidnapping, torture and murder of 
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Fort Calata, Matthew Goniwe, Sicelo Mhlauli and Sparrow Mkonto on 

27 June 1985 ("the deceased" or "the Cradock Four''), 

28.2 the unreasonable delay by the NCSAPS in finalising the investigation 

into the theft of the investigation docket dealing with the kidnapping, 

torture, and murder of the Cradock Four, 

28.3 the ongoing failure or refusal of the fourth respondent (Minister of 

Police) to exercise effective final responsibility in ensuring that the 

NCSAPS complies with his constitutional and legal responsibilities in 

respect of the Cradock Four case, and 

28.4 the ongoing failure or refusal of the first respondent (National Director 

of Public Prosecutions or NDPP) to take a decision whether to 

prosecute, or not to prosecute ("a prosecutorial decision") the known 

suspects in the crimes committed against the Cradock Four, 

29 Flowing from the primary relief, orders are sought 

29.1 reviewing and setting aside the failure or refusal of the NDPP to take a 

prosecutorial decision in the kidnapping, torture, and murder of the 

Cradock Four, 

29.2 compelling the NCSAPS to finalize the investigations into the 

kidnapping, torture, and murder of the Cradock Four and the missing 

investigation docket referred to above within 30 days of the granting of 

this relief, and 
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29.3 compelling the NDPP to take a prosecutorial decision in the kidnapping, 

torture, and murder of the Cradock Four within 60 days of the date of 

this order. 

THE PARTIES 

Applicants 

30 I am the first applicant. I bring this application in my capacity as the son of Fort 

Calata, one of the Cradock Four. I also bring this application on behalf of all 

South Africans who respect the rule of law and who seek justice for those 

murdered and harmed during the apartheid era. I also bring these proceedings 

on behalf of my mother NOMONDE LIZA CALA TA, and my sisters DOROTHY 

CALATA-DOMBO and TUMANI PAULINE CALATA. Their confirmatory 

affidavits are annexed hereto marked "LC4", "LC5" and "LC6" respectively. 

31 The Second Applicant is SINDISWA ELIZABETH MKONTO, an adult female 

and former teacher at Masizame Creche in Lingelihle, and widow of Sparrow 

Thomas Mkonto ("Mkonto"). Her confirmatory affidavit is annexed hereto 

marked "LC7". 

32 The Third Applicant is NOMBUYISELO NOLITHA MHLAULI, an adult female 

former manager at the South African Social Security Agency and widow of 

Sicelo Mhlauli ("Mhlauli"). Her confirmatory affidavit is annexed hereto marked 

"LC8". 

33 The applicants act in their own interests and in the public interest in terms of 

sections 38 (a) and (d) of the Constitution. 
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Respondents 

34 The first respondent is the NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 

PROSECUTIONS ("NDPP") appointed as such by the President in terms of 

section 10 of the National Prosecution Authority Act 32 of 1996 ("the NPA Act") 

and who, in terms of section 5 of the NPA Act is the head of the office of the 

National Director of Public Prosecutions and the National Prosecuting Authority 

("NPA") which is establish in terms of section 179 of the Constitution. The 

NDPP's address for purposes of service is State Attorney, SALU Building, 316 

Thabo Sehume Street, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. 

35 The second respondent is the MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL 

SERVICES, the cabinet member in the government responsible for the 

administration of justice, who, in terms of section 179(6) of the Constitution, 

exercises final responsibility over the prosecuting authority, including the 

NDPP, whose address for purposes of service is situated at 316 Thabo 

Sehume Street, SALU Building, 28th floor, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. 

36 The third respondent is the NATIONAL COMMISSIONER OF POLICE ("the 

Commissioner") acting in his official capacity as head of the South African 

Police Service (SAPS), whose address for purposes of service is situated at 

Wachthuis, Seventh floor, 229 Pretorius Street, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. 

37 The fourth respondent is the MINISTER OF POLICE, the cabinet member in 

the government responsible for the police, who exercises final responsibility 

over the South African Police Service (SAPS), including over the 

Commissioner, whose address for purposes of service is situated at Wachthuis, 

Seventh floor, 231 Pretorius Street, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. 



20 

38 The fifth respondent is CHRISTOFFEL PIERRE "JOFFEL" VAN DER 

WESTHUIZEN (Van der Westhuizen) a retired adult male former member of 

the South African Defence Force holding the position of Lieutenant General 

with ID number 4202075011088 whose address is 496 Barend Spies Street, 

Constantia Park, 030181, Pretoria. He was the Officer Commanding Eastern 

Province Command and was the chairperson of the Local Joint Management 

Committee (LJMC) of the SSC. On 23 May 1985, Van der Westhuizen sent a 

signal to the SSC Secretariat (SSC$) recommending that Calata and Goniwe 

should never be appointed to any post ever again. He also ordered the sending 

of the signal to urgently "permanently remove" the Cradock Four "from society" 

on 7 June 1985. The second inquest into the death of the Cradock Four, 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Zietsman Inquest"), found that a case of 

suspicion for the murders of the Cradock Four had been made out against him. 

He did not apply for amnesty for the murder of the Cradock Four. He was 

granted amnesty (AM6499/97) for crimes committed in connection with 

Operation "Katzen". 

39 The sixth respondent is HERMANUS BAREND DU PLESSIS ("H B Du 

Plessis"), an adult male with identity number 4409295129000 and a former 

member of the Security Branch of the South African Police residing at Riverina 

Plaas, Hobhouse, Free State. He was the SB Unit Commander for Black Areas 

in the Eastern Cape. He served on the LJMC. He was involved in the planning 

of the murders and reported back to his superiors after the operation. The 

TRC's Amnesty Committee found him responsible for the murders. He was 

denied amnesty for the murder of the Cradock Four. Together with Nicolaas 

Janse van Rensburg, Gerrit Nicholas Erasmus and another he was granted 
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amnesty for the kidnapping and murder of Gcinisizwe Kwesi Kondile in 1981 . 

He was refused amnesty (AM 4384 /96) for conspiring and ordering the 

abduction and murder of Sipho Charles Hashe, Qaqawuli Godolozi and 

Champion Galela ("the Pebco 3") in May 1985. 

40 The seventh respondent is ERIC WINTER, ("Winter") an adult male with ID 

number 4708085018087 who was a former head of the Security Branch in 

Cradock, and who resides at 21 Weltevreden Sun, 1130 Cornelius Street, 

Weltevreden Park Roodepoort. He served on the LJMC. He did not apply for 

amnesty for the murder of the Cradock Four. The late Johan Martin (Sakkie) 

Van Zyl in his amnesty testimony on 23rd February 1998 stated Winter was "in 

charge of the mechanical means of spying on Mr Goniwe's home." The 

Zietsman Inquest found that a case of suspicion for the murders of the Cradock 

Four had been made out against him. He played a leadership role in Special 

Operations K Unit of the Security Branch known as Koevoet (Crowbar). Winter 

is currently in hospital at the Flora Clinic, William Nicol St, Florida Park, 

Roodepoort. 

41 The eighth respondent is CRAIG MICHAEL WILLIAMSON ("Williamson") an 

adult male and former head of Security Branch Intelligence, with ID number 

4904235577086 who resides at 96A Percheron Road Beau Willoway, Midrand. 

On 21 March 1984, just two days after the SSC meeting which called for the 

removal of two Cradock teachers, Williamson sent operatives, Jaap van 

Jaarsveld and Bassie Bouwer to Cradock, to stake out Goniwe and Calata and 

to advise on the best way of killing them. Williamson did not apply for amnesty 

for the Cradock Four. Williamson was granted amnesty (AM 5181/97) for the 

murders of Ruth First on 17 August 1982 in Maputo and of Jeanette and Katryn 
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Schoon on 28 June 1984 in Angola. Together with Johannes P. Coetzee, 

Eugene de Kock, and others he was granted amnesty for the bombing of the 

ANC offices in London and the conspiracy to bomb the Communist Party office 

in London in 1982. 

42 The ninth respondent is ADRIAAN JOHANNES VLOK ("Vlok") an adult male 

and former Deputy Minister of Law and Order and Defence, and later Minister 

of Law and Order, with ID number 3712115063080 residing at 52 Henri Rd, 

Centurion. He was a member of the State Security Council and attended the 

SSC meeting on 19 March 1984 where a call was made for the removal of 

Goniwe and Calata. Vlok visited Cradock on 5 June 1985. He led the GVS­

Advieskomitee meeting on 6 June 1985 which considered what to do with 

Goniwe. He sought advice from a subcommittee on what steps to take against 

Goniwe. On the next day, 7 June 1985, the signal to the Secretariat of the State 

Security Council ("SSSC") recommending the "permanent removal from 

society' was sent. He did not apply for amnesty for the murder of the Cradock 

Four. In an interview on an Al Jazeera documentary titled "My Father Died for 

This" broadcast in early May 2021, Vlok admitted that the words "permanent 

removal from society" were probably an instruction to murder (at minute 13). At 

a meeting of the SSC on 10 June 1985, less than 3 days after the aforesaid 

signal was sent to the SSC Secretariat, Vlok called for the JMCs to be given 

authorisation to act on their own initiative. Just over 2 weeks later the Cradock 

Four were murdered in an official police operation. Several of the key 

masterminds behind the murders served on the Eastern Province JMC. Vlok 

together with Johan Velde van der Merwe, Gerrit Nicholas Erasmus, Eugene de 

Kock, and several others were granted amnesty for the bombings of Cosatu 
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House on 7 May 1987 and Khotso House on 31 August 1988. Together with 

Johan Velde van der Merwe and several others he was granted amnesty (AM 

4399/96) for planning the bombing of cinema theatres screening the film "Cry 

Freedom" in July 1988. On 17 August 2007, Vlok together with Johan Velde 

van der Merwe and others, were convicted of the attempted murder of the Rev. 

Frank Chikane, and following a plea and sentence agreement, were given 

suspended sentences. 

43 The tenth respondent is GERRIT NICHOLAS ERASMUS ("Erasmus"), an 

adult male, retired Lieutenant General in the SAP with ID number 

3608285012081, residing at 202 Kastaaingstraat, Weltevredenpark. In 1984 he 

was head of the Security Branch in Port Elizabeth. He was a member. of the 

Joint Management Committee (JMC). Jaap Van Jaarsveld and Bassie Bouwer 

reported to him before and after conducting surveillance on Goniwe in Cradock 

for the purpose of advising on the most appropriate means of killing him. He 

did not apply for amnesty in respect of the Cradock Four. Together with 

Nicolaas Janse van Rensburg, Herman Barend du Plessis and another he was 

granted amnesty for the kidnapping and murder of Gcinisizwe Kwesi Kondile in 

1981. Together with Nicolaas Janse van Rensburg, Hermanus Jacobus du 

Plessis and Gideon Johannes Niewoudt he was granted amnesty for the 

abduction and murder of Sipiwo Maxwell Mtimkhulu and Topsy Madaka in April 

1982. He was granted amnesty for the bombings of Cosatu House on 7 May 

1987 and Khotso House on 31 August 1988. He was also granted amnesty for 

the bombing of the Why Not Club in Hillbrow, Johannesburg on 22 September 

1988. Together with Johan Velde van der Merwe he was granted amnesty for 

the cover up of the murder of Maisha Johannes "Stanza" Bopape. 
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44 The eleventh respondent is IZAK JOHANNES 'KRAPPIES' ENGELBRECHT, 

an adult male, former Major General in the SAP, Commander of the SB's 

Group C and head of the department of Counter Intelligence of the SAP. with 

ID number 4002225077082 and residing at 253 Carelsberg Street, Pretoria. He 

served on the JMC and took control of the investigation of the Cradock Four 

case, allegedly for purposes of covering up the real facts behind the murders. 

He did not apply for amnesty in respect of any crime committed in connection 

with the Cradock Four. Eugene de Kock has implicated him in the authorisation 

of the murder of askari Goodwill Neville Sikhakane [KZN/MR/011/DN] who was 

killed near Greytown on 21 January 1991. 

45 The twelfth respondent is BAREND JACOBUS DU PLESSIS, an adult male 

with ID number 4001195028083 and a former Minister of Black Education, 

residing at Unit 135, The Retreat, Topflight Avenue, Tyger Valley. At a meeting 

of the State Security Council on 19 March 1984, dealing with an item titled 

"Unrest in black schools", he stated that there were two former teachers in 

Cradock acting as agitators who should be "removed". The 2 teachers were 

Goniwe and Calata. They were subsequently detained in 1984 and murdered 

the following year. He also attended the SSC meeting on 10 June 1985, less 

than 3 days after the "permanent removal" recommendation was made to the 

Secretariat of the SSC. At this meeting Vlok called for the JMCs to be given 

the necessary orders or delegations to act on their own initiative. Just over 2 

weeks later the Cradock Four were murdered in an official police operation. 

The key masterminds behind the murders sat on the Eastern Province JMC. 

46 The thirteenth respondent is FREDERIK WILLEM DE KLERK, an adult male 

and former State President of South Africa ( 1989 to 1994 ), Deputy President 
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(1994 to 1996), National Minister of Education (1984 to 1989) with ID number 

3603185032081 residing at 34 Fresnaye Lane, Fresnaye, Cape Town. De Klerk 

was at all material times a permanent member of the SSC. He attended the 

SSC meeting on 19 March 1984 where a call was made for the removal of 

Goniwe and Calata. They were subsequently detained during 1984 and 

murdered the following year. He also attended the SSC meeting on 10 June 

1985, less than 3 days after the "permanent removal" recommendation was 

made to the Secretariat of the SSC. At this meeting Vlok called for the JMCs to 

be given the necessary orders or delegations to act on their own initiative. Just 

over 2 weeks later the Cradock Four were murdered in an official police 

operation. The key masterminds behind the murders sat on the Eastern 

Province JMC. 

47 The fourteenth respondent is JOHAN VELDE VAN DER MERWE, an adult 

male and former Commanding Officer of the Security Branch and 

Commissioner of the SAP with ID number 3608255044080 and residing at 781 

Enkeldoorn Street, Montana, Pretoria. He attended the 19 March 1984 meeting 

at which a call was made for the removal of Calata and Goniwe. The murders 

were carried out by a SB team while he was commanding officer of the SB. He 

was denied amnesty for murders carried out in Lesotho on 19 December 1985 

and for facilitating the escape from prison of 2 Transkei police officers. 

Together with Adriaan Vlok, Gerrit Erasmus, Eugene de Kock and several 

others he was granted amnesty for the bombings of Cosatu House on 7 May 

1987 and Khotso House on 31 August 1988. Together with Adriaan Vlok and 

several others he was granted amnesty for the bombings of cinema theatres 

screening the film "Cry Freedom" in July 1988. Together with Gerrit Erasmus 

Le, 
(j 
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and others he was granted amnesty (AM 4157/96) for the cover up of the 

murder of Maisha Johannes "Stanza" Bopape. He was granted amnesty for the 

murder of 8 persons in the "Zero Zero Hand grenade" incident and the bombing 

of a vehicle in Gaborone in 1987. On 17 August 2007, together with Adriaan 

Vlok and others, he was convicted of the attempted murder of Rev. Frank 

Chikane and following a plea and sentence agreement was given a suspended 

sentence. 

48 The fifteenth respondent is LUKAS DANIEL ("NEIL") BARNARD, an adult 

male and Director of the National Intelligence Service (NIS) between 1980 and 

1992 with ID number 4906145152082 and residing at Duikersingel, 33 

Duikersfontein, Gansbaai, 7220. He attended the SSC meeting on 19 March 

1984 where a call was made for the removal of Goniwe and Calata. They were 

subsequently detained during 1984 and then murdered the following year. He 

also attended the SSC meeting on 10 June 1985, less than 3 days after the 

"permanent removal" recommendation was made to the Secretariat of the SSC. 

At this meeting Vlok called for the JMCs to be given the necessary orders or 

delegations to act on their own initiative. Just over 2 weeks later the Cradock 

Four were murdered in an official police operation. The key masterminds 

behind the murders sat on the Eastern Province JMC. The TRC found that 

intelligence supplied by the NIS to the SAP and SADF was used in the 

commission of crimes. 

49 The sixteenth respondent is DANIEL JACOBUS LOUIS NEL, an adult male 

and former Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, with ID number 3709185046086 

residing at 369 Heldeberg Village, Somerset West. He attended the SSC 

meeting on 10 June 1985, less than 3 days after the "permanent removal" 
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recommendation was made to the Secretariat of the SSC. At this meeting Vlok 

called for the JMCs to be given the necessary orders or delegations to act on 

their own initiative. Just over 2 weeks later the Cradock Four were murdered in 

an official police operation. The key masterminds behind the murders sat on 

the Eastern Province JMC. 

50 The seventeenth respondent is SAMUEL JOHANNES DE BEER, an adult 

male and former Deputy Minister of Education and Development Aid, with ID 

number 4408195023081 residing at 116 Sixth Street, Linden, Johannesburg. 

He attended the 19 March 1984 SSC meeting at which a call was made for the 

removal of Calata and Goniwe. 

51 No relief is sought against fifth to seventeenth respondents and they are only 

cited since they have an interest in these proceedings because of their possible 

role in relation to the murders of the Cradock Four. I am advised that these 

respondents will not necessarily be suspects or accused in any subsequent 

criminal proceedings, which decisions rest solely with the Director for Public 

Prosecutions for the Eastern Cape. Costs will only be sought against fifth to 

seventeenth respondents to the extent they oppose this application. 

OTHER ROLEPLA YERS 

52 Several other persons played a role in or are connected to the crimes 

committed against the Cradock Four. They have not been cited as they are 

either deceased or cannot be located or they have been granted amnesty for 

their crimes. 
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53 Had the post-apartheid authorities acted in terms of their legal obligations then 

several or most of the perpetrators could have faced justice in a court of law. 

The failure to do so in my view is unforgivable. I hold South Africa's post­

apartheid authorities responsible for deliberately shielding the killers of the 

Cradock Four from justice. 

Deceased Persons 

Killers on the scene 

54 All the killers on the scene have died in the intervening years. No attempt was 

made by the authorities to investigate or prosecute these persons post the 

Zietsman Inquest or the TRC. Our families have been denied the opportunity of 

seeing these killers face justice. The deceased murderers are: 

54.1 Major Johan Martin "Sakkie" Van Zyl, former SB with ID number 

5002075016080. According to the TRC Final Report he was also an 

operative of the CCB (Civil Cooperation Bureau). He died of natural 

causes on 20 August 2011 in Centurion. He was the leader of the 

death squad that murdered the Cradock Four. The TRC's Amnesty 

Committee found him responsible for the murders. He was denied 

amnesty for the murder of the Cradock Four. He was denied amnesty 

(AM 5637/97) for his role in the torture of Sipho Charles Hashe and 

Qaqawuli Godolozi in May 1985 (part of the Pebco Three). 

54.2 Lieutenant Eric Alexander Taylor, former member of the Security 

Branch of the South African Police with identity number 561202 5024 

008. Taylor was one of the killers on the scene of the murders. The 
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TRC's Amnesty Committee found him responsible for the murders. He 

was denied amnesty for the murder of the Cradock Four. He died in 

November 2016. 

54.3 Sergeant Gerhardus Jacobus Lotz, former SB member with ID 

number 6012255035080. He committed suicide by shooting himself at 

his Port Elizabeth home in March 2016 at the age of 56. The TRC's 

Amnesty Committee found him responsible for the murders. He was 

denied amnesty. He was also denied amnesty for his role in the murder 

of three of the killers on the ground in the Motherwell Bombing, to be 

described below. He was denied amnesty (AM 3921 /96) for his role in 

the torture of Sipho Charles Hashe and Qaqawuli Godolozi in May 1985 

(part of the Pebco Three). 

54.4 Warrant Officer Mbalala Glen Mgoduka ("Mgoduka"), Sergeant 

Amos Temba Faku ("Faku") and Mr. Xolile Shepard Sakati, aka 

Charles Jack ("Sakati"), who was a former Askari. All 3 were part of a 

group of 4 who were killed in an explosion in their vehicle in Motherwell, 

Port Elizabeth on 14 December 1989 ("the Motherwell Bombing"). 

Nine former members of the SB applied for amnesty for their murders, 

some of whom were also connected to the murders of the Cradock 

Four, including Gerhardus Jacobus Lotz, Nicolaas Janse van Rensburg 

and Eugene De Kock. 

55 Major General Nicolaas Jacobus Janse van Rensburg testified in his amnesty 

hearing (AM 3919/96 and AC/99/350) that Gideon Nieuwoudt, who was also 

refused amnesty for his role in the Motherwell Bombing, was concerned that 
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the policemen could divulge details of their involvement in the murders of the 

Cradock Four. 

Deceased Masterminds 

56 Deceased masterminds and planners include: 

56.1 Colonel Harold Snyman served on the LJMC and was the head of the 

Security Branch in Port Elizabeth with ID number 2804235032086. He 

died of natural causes on 1 November 1998 in Uitenhage. He received 

instructions from Minister of Law and Order, Louis le Grange to "make a 

plan" with the security situation in Cradock. He discussed the plans for 

the murders with Major H B Du Plessis and received his report after the 

murders. The Zietsman Inquest found that a case of suspicion had 

been made out against him. The TRC's Amnesty Committee found that 

he had played a role in the murders. He did not apply for amnesty for 

the murder of the Cradock Four. He was granted amnesty (AM 3918/96) 

for conspiring and ordering the abduction and murder of Sipho Charles 

Hashe, Qaqawuli Godolozi and Champion Galela (the Pebco Three) in 

May 1985. He was refused amnesty for his role in the death in 

detention of the Black Consciousness leader, Mr Steven Bantu Biko at 

Pretoria Central Prison on 12 September 1977. 

56.2 Nicolaas Jacobus Janse Van Rensburg, an adult male and former 

second in command of the Eastern Cape Security Branch with ID 

number 4007235051001. He retired in 1992 as Regional Commissioner 

Northern Transvaal with the rank of Major General. He died on 27 

March 2004. He served on the LJMC. He discussed the planning of the 
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murders with H B Du Plessis. The TRC's Amnesty Committee found 

him responsible for the murders. He was denied amnesty for the murder 

of the Cradock Four (TRC Amnesty Application Number 3919/96). He 

was also denied amnesty for the murder of 4 persons on 14 December 

1989, at or near Motherwell in the district of Port Elizabeth, three of 

whom, Mgoduka, Faku and Sakati were killers on the scene of the 

Cradock Four. He was granted amnesty for the abduction and murder 

of Sipiwo Maxwell Mtimkhulu and Topsy Madaka in April 1982, together 

with Hermanus Jacobus du Plessis, Gerrit Erasmus and Gideon 

Niewoudt. He was also granted amnesty for various murders, 

attempted murders, abductions and false flag operations in Swaziland, 

Botswana, and South Africa. He was granted amnesty for the 

kidnapping and murder of Gcinisizwe Kwesi Kondile in 1981. 

56.3 Pieter Johannes Jacobus "Jannie" Geldenhuys ("Geldenhuys") was 

a former General and head of the South African Defence Force 

("SADF") between 1985 and 1990. Geldenhuys served on the Joint 

Management Committee of the SSC. He died of natural causes on 10 

September 2018. On 6 June 1985, the 'GVS Advieskomitee' chaired by 

Deputy Minister Adriaan Vlok sought a recommendation on the fate of 

Goniwe. A subcommittee was established under Brig Geldenhuys to 

make recommendations. His report was sent to the Head of Strategy 

Branch of the SSCS, Maj-Gen van Rensburg. Geldenhuys, who retired 

as a general, did not apply for amnesty for the murder of the Cradock 

Four. 
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Granted Amnesty 

57 The following persons were granted amnesty: 

57.1 Jacob Jan Hendrick (Jaap) Van Jaarsveld, a former Lieutenant in the 

Intelligence Division of the Security Police stationed at the Security 

Headquarters in Pretoria, applied for amnesty (AM3761/96) for his role 

in advising how the murders should be carried out. He was ordered by 

his superior Major Craig Williamson to investigate the feasibility of 

eliminating Goniwe in Cradock. He visited Goniwe's home to assess 

whether he could be murdered in his house. Van Jaarsveld reported to 

Williamson and General Gerard Erasmus that he could not be killed at 

home because there were too many people living nearby. He 

recommended that Goniwe be followed and be eliminated along a road 

or at some place other than his home. In Van Jaarsveld view, Major 

Williamson received his orders from his superiors in the Security 

Branch. His recommendation was accepted and carried out a year later. 

Since Van Jaarsveld acted under orders of his superior officer, which 

was within the course and scope of employment, and was directly 

associated with the political conflict, he was granted amnesty for his 

part in murders. A copy of his amnesty decision (AC2001/176) is 

annexed hereto marked "LC9" 

57.2 Eugene Alexander de Kock, a former colonel and commanding officer 

of C10, a counter-insurgency unit of the SAP located at Vlakplaas, 

applied for amnesty for his role in advising Major Sakkie van Zyl on how 

to cover up the murders. De Kock advised Major Sakkie van Zyl to 
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dispose of the firearm used to kill Goniwe by throwing it into the sea. 

Van Zyl took this advice and disposed of the gun accordingly. Since the 

act related to a political incident and De Kock had made full disclosure, 

he was granted amnesty for defeating the ends of justice and any 

offence incidental thereto. A copy of his amnesty decision [AC/99/0350] 

is annexed hereto marked "LC10" 

Status unknown 

58 The following persons are regarded as 'status unknown' as it is not known if 

they are alive or deceased, and if alive their whereabouts are not known. 

58.1 Major General Frederick Johannes van Rensburg of the SSC 

Secretariat. He received the 'permanent removal' signal at the SSC 

and liaised with Brigadier "Joffel" van der Westhuizen and Deputy 

Minister Vlok in respect of the action to be taken. Geldenhuys 

consulted with him on 7 June 1985 prior to the 'permanent removal' 

signal being transmitted. He also served on the JMC. The Zietsman 

Inquest found that a case of suspicion had been made out against him. 

The TRC's Amnesty Committee found that he had played a role in the 

murders. He did not apply for amnesty. 

58.2 The seventh respondent is LOURENS DU PLESSIS (L Du Plessis), an 

adult male member of the South African Defence Force who retired with 

the position of Lieutenant Colonel and whose last known address was in 

the suburb of Sunridge Park, Port Elizabeth. Unconfirmed information 

suggests he may have died. He served on the LJMC. Under the 

instruction of Van der Westhuizen, he wrote the signal to "permanently 
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remove" the Cradock Four "from society as a matter of urgency' on 7 

June 1985. He was aware that this was an instruction to murder them. 

He sent the signal to Major General Frederick Johannes van Rensburg 

at the SSCS. Du Plessis did not apply for amnesty. The Zietsman 

Inquest found that a case of suspicion for the murders of the Cradock 

Four had been made out against him. 

58.3 Bassie Bouwer, was a former Captain in SB Intelligence. Together with 

Jaap van Jaarsveld he was sent by Williamson to stake out Goniwe and 

to advise on the best way of killing him. Bouwer did not apply for 

amnesty for the Cradock Four. 

58.4 Henry Fouche was a former head of the SB in Cradock until March or 

April 1985, when Winter was appointed. Fouche oversaw the 

mechanical means to spy on Goniwe. He did not apply for amnesty. 

58.5 Adamus Paulus Stemmet, member of the SSC Secretariat and Head 

of Branch Strategic Communication of the SSC in 1985, also known as 

Stratcom. He was an Under Secretary of Justice and later the Deputy 

Head of the SSC Secretariat. He served on the SSC for more than 10 

years. During the time of the Cradock Four murders he was the Chief 

Coordinator of the SSC Secretariat. He testified for 2 days before the 

Zietsman Inquest. According to the TRC, Stratcom was responsible for 

misinformation campaigns and may have been behind the false claim 

made by the police that the Cradock Four had been murdered by 

AZAPO. 
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Members of the State Security Council 

59 The SSC and its structures carry overall responsibility for the atrocities carried 

out against the Cradock Four and countless other victims. The abduction and 

murder of the Cradock Four and the ensuing cover-up could not have taken 

place without the direct or tacit approval of these persons. 

60 There were at least two SSC meetings that had bearing on the Cradock Four. 

At the 19 March 1984 SSC meeting, a request was made for the "removal" of 

Goniwe and Calata. They were subsequently detained in 1984 and then 

murdered the following year. The SSC meeting on 10 June 1985, took place 

less than 3 days after the "permanent removaf' recommendation was made to 

the Secretariat of the SSC. At this meeting Vlok called for the JMCs to be 

given the necessary orders or delegations to act on their own initiative. Just 

over 2 weeks later the Cradock Four were murdered in an official police 

operation. 

61 In total we have identified 27 persons who attended one or both SSC meetings 

on 19 March 1984 and 10 June 1985. We have confirmed that: 

61.1 12 have died 

61.2 6 are still alive. 

61.3 In respect of 9 persons we are not aware of their status. 

62 Nine members attended both meetings. Four only attended the 19 March 1984 

meeting, and 14 only attended the 10 June 1985 meeting. 
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Attendees at the SSC meetings of 19 March 1984 and 10 June 1985 

63 Attendees at these meetings included: 

63.1 Pieter Willem Botha, State President, attended both SSC meetings -

died on 31 October 2006. 

63.2 Frederick Willem de Klerk, Minister of National Education and Chairman 

of the Minister's Council in the House of Assembly - attended both 

meetings. 

63.3 Louis le Grange, Minister of Law & Order - attended both SSC 

meetings - died on 25 October 1991. 

63.4 Roelf Fredrick "Pik" Botha, Minister of Foreign Affairs - attended both 

SSC meetings - died on 12 October 2018. 

63.5 General Magnus Andre de Merindol Malan, Minister of Defence -

attended both SSC meetings - died on 18 July 2011 . 

63.6 Barend Jacobus du Plessis, Minister of Black Education, and later 

Minister of Finance - attended both SSC meetings. 

63. 7 Adriaan Johannes Vlok, Deputy Minister of Defence and Law and Order 

- attended both SSC meetings. 

63.8 Samuel Johannes de Beer, Deputy Minister of Education and 

Development Aid, attended 19 March 1984 meeting. 

63.9 General Constand Laubscher Viljoen (Chief of the SADF) - attended 

both SSC meetings - died on 3 April 2020. 
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63.10 General Johan Velde van der Merwe, Commanding Officer of the 

Security Branch- attended 19 March 1984 meeting. 

63.11 Lukas Daniel (Neil) Barnard (Director of the National Intelligence 

Service) - attended both meetings. 

63.12 Secretariat General Van Der Merwe - attended 19 March 1984 meeting 

- status unknown. 

63.13 Major General Frederick Johannes Rensburg, Deputy Secretary of the 

SSC Secretariat - attended 19 March 1984 meeting - status unknown. 

63.14 Hendrick Stephanus Johan Schoeman, Minister of Transport, 

chairperson of the meeting on 10 June 1985, died on 12 February 1995. 

63.15 Jan Christiaan "Chris" Heunis, Minister of Constitutional Development 

and Planning, attended meeting on 10 June 1985 - died on 27 January 

2006. 

63.16 Dr Gerrit Van Niekerk Viljoen, Minister of Co-operation and 

Development and Education, attended meeting on 10 June 1985 - died 

on 29 March 2009. 

63.17 Piet T C Du Plessis, Minister of Labour, attended meeting on 10 June 

1985 - died in March 2001 . 

63.18 Hendrik Jacobus Coetsee, Minister of Justice, attended meeting on 10 

June 1985 - died on 29 July 2000. 

63.19 Daniel Jacobus Louis Nel, Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, attended 

meeting on 10 June 1985. 
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63.20 S S van der Merwe, Director General of Justice, attended meeting on 

10 June 1985 - status unknown. 

63.21 Dr J P "Jannie" Roux, Secretary General, Office of the President, 

attended meeting on 10 June 1985 - status unknown. 

63.22 General Johann Petrus Coetzee, Commissioner of the SAP, attended 

meeting on 10 June 1985 - died on 27 April 2004. 

63.23 Peter Rae Killen, Director General of Internal Affairs, attended meeting 

on 10 June 1985-died on 17 September 1992. 

63.24 Lieutenant General Andre J van Deventer, Secretary of the State 

Security Council, attended meeting on 10 June 1985. He was born in 

1930 and was a SADF officer who served as the Chief of Staff Finance 

from 1976 to 1979 and was the Secretary of the State Security Council 

until 1985 - status unknown. 

63.25 Lieutenant General Pieter W Van der Westhuizen, Chief of Staff 

Intelligence in the SADF (1978-1985) and Designated Secretary of the 

State Security Council, attended meeting on 10 June 1985. Born on 24 

December 1937 - status unknown. 

63.26 Major General Roelof Petrus Janse Van Vuuren - Secretariat of the 

State Security Council, attended meeting on 10 June 1985, with ID 

number 2809285005080 - died on 2 October 2013. 

63.27 Mr P H Viljoen - Secretariat of the State Security Council, attended 

meeting on 10 June 1985 - status unknown. 
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64 The role of the SSC and its different structures is dealt with in detail below. 

MY QUEST FOR JUSTICE 

65 The State-sanctioned abduction, torture, murder, and desecration of my father's 

body has had a profound effect on me and the other family members. 

66 While we had to endure killings of our family members during apartheid, the 

post-apartheid era of cover-ups, ineptitude and denial of justice stands as a 

deep betrayal of the ultimate sacrifices made by my father and his comrades. It 

adds insult to injury and bitterly exacerbates the emotional and psychological 

trauma, pain and suffering we have endured as families. 

67 We are at our wits' end as to why our democratically elected government has 

turned its back, not only on us, but on our fathers, who paid the ultimate price 

for our freedom and our democracy. 

68 The evidence discloses that specific decisions were taken at the highest 

political levels in government to undermine, and ultimately to block the 

investigation and prosecution of the cases referred by the TRC to NPA. 

69 The long-standing silence of the government and ruling party on the question of 

the suppression of the TRC cases is deafening. The pretence of the ANC that 

cases like my father's case "simply fell through the cracks" is deeply insulting to 

our intelligence. It stands as an obvious and wilful attempt to mislead the public 

and protect themselves from scrutiny. 
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70 In many ways the brutal murder of my father has defined me. My choice of 

career as a journalist was motivated by the brutality and injustices visited on my 

family. I have made it my life's calling to search for the truth and to do justice 

to the lives of my father and his comrades, which were so brutally cut short. 

will not rest until the last surviving killer faces justice. 

71 In 2016 I produced a short film called Unfinished Business which details the 

Cradock Four story. It is available on YouTube. 

72 During September 2017, more than 32 years after the murders of the Cradock 

Four, I interviewed Deputy Minister of Justice John Jeffery. I wanted him to 

explain why the ANC-led government had failed to prosecute those responsible 

for the deaths of my father and his comrades. He explained that this "was the 

price that had to be paid for our negotiated settlemenf'. When I asked him 

whether the Cradock Four and the likes of Victoria Mxenge, the Pebco Three 

and Bantu Stephen Biko were used as pawns or tools during the negotiations 

for a democratic South Africa he replied that this "was part of the price that had 

to be paid." 

73 I was astounded at his response. Not only was it callous, but it displayed a 

profound misunderstanding of the nature of our negotiated transition. He 

appeared to lose sight of the fact that blanket impunity was never part of the 

settlement and only those granted amnesty were immunised against 

prosecution. 

74 The Deputy Minister added that there were so many cases to deal with, and 

since government lacked resources, his main priority was to build "a functioning 

justice system that can deal with present-day crimes." I was deeply insulted 


