
IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA 
GAUTENG LOCAL DIVISION 

Case number: 2019/445 

Original case no: 1982/130 

In the matter of: 

THE REOPENED INQUEST INTO THE DEATH 

OF NEIL HUDSON AGGETT 

SUPPLEMENTARY AFFIDAVIT OF PARMANANTHAN NAIDOO 

I, the undersigned, 

PARMANANTHAN NAIDOO 

do hereby make oath and state that: 

1. I am an adult male born on 30 May 1945 in Doornfontein. I am currently retired, and I 

live in Johannesburg. 

2. Unless the context indicates otherwise, the facts contained in this affidavit are within my 

personal knowledge and are, to the best of my belief, both true and correct. 

3. The purpose of this affidavit is to supplement my affidavit of 26 July 2018 ("the 2018 

affidavit") to expand on my interactions with William Charles Cecil Smith ("Smith"), who 

was a warrant officer at the time of my detention at John Vorster Square ("JVS") in 1982. 

4. I have re-read my testimony from the 1982 inquest in the death of Neil Aggett and this 

has helped me refresh my memory of the events that took place. 

5. In paragraph 11 of my 2018 affidavit of 26 July 2018, I indicate that I was detained on 

Friday, 27 November 1981. 

6. The first time I met Smith was on the Monday morning, 30 November 1981. I was 

collected by an African security policeman from my cell on the 2nd floor and brought to 
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what seemed like a waiting room on the tenth floor. I sat there for 20 minutes or so and 

then Smith came in and told me to follow him into his office. He introduced himself to me 

as Warrant Officer Smith. He told me that the game was up and that if I co-operated and 

answered everything to their satisfaction, everything will be okay, but if I didn't, they had 

ways of getting information out of me. This is when the interrogation began. Another 

officer, who I referred to as the ginger haired policeman in 1982 (I still don't know his 

name), entered the office before Smith began interrogating me. Smith asked me when I 

joined the ANC and the SACP and I informed him that I was not a member of either 

organisation. The ginger haired policeman then suggested that my right hand be 

handcuffed to my right ankle and so this is what they did. They made me stand like that 

while they interrogated me, and it hurt a lot. At some point during this interrogation 

session Smith placed a canvas bag over my head. It was very hot with the bad over my 

head and they continued to interrogate me like this. They also lightly jabbed and kicked 

me while the interrogated me. 

7. My interrogation carried on until lunch time when they removed the handcuffs so I could 

eat, standing up. Lunch was soup and bread. After lunch I was cuffed in the same way 

as before and they continued to interrogate me. I cannot recall whether they also put the 

bag over my head in the interrogation session after lunch. 

8. At some point during that day, Warrant Officer Prince, whose name I did not know at the 

time, came into the room, pulled the bag off my head, kicked me hard on my back and 

said "Jy is nog vars." 

9. Smith also made to do some exercises during this session, such as push-ups, sit-ups 

and squats. This lasted about 10 minutes. The interrogation carried on into late in the 

afternoon and then I was taken back to my cell. 

10. On Tuesday, 1 December 1981, I was again taken from my cell straight to Smith's office. 

When Smith entered the office, he ordered the handcuffs to be taken off me and he 
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ordered me to strip. I stripped down completely naked and then Smith cuffed my right 

hand to my right ankle again. Smith and the ginger haired policeman then interrogated 

me about the same thing as they did the previous day - when I became a member of 

ANC and SACP. They would repeat the same questions and I would reply with the same 

answers. They also nudged and kicked me while questioning me. This interrogation 

carried on until lunch, when the handcuffs were removed, and I was given the same 

lunch as the previous day. After lunch I was cuffed in the same position and at some 

point, the cuffs were removed. and I was made to do exercises again. I was made to do 

them for about half an hour, and they kept telling me to do them faster. Smith told me 

that he wanted to get my body warm, so that in the post-mortem when the body was 

warm no marks would show. I know that this does not really make sense but that is 

what he said to me at the time and of course his mention of a post- mortem on me 

intimidated and scared me. 

11. While I was doing my exercised another officer entered the room, Captain Venter. As 

part of the exercises I was required to kneel and hold a chair above my head and when 

the chair would sag, this Captain Venter would push the legs of the chair onto my head, 

and then he punched me on my head a few times .. This Captain then left the room. 

Smith and the ginger haired policeman were present for this. 

12. Just before my cuffs were removed and the interrogation ended, Warrant Officer Prince 

came into the room and he pushed me over. He put his leg on my wrist, which pressed 

onto the handcuffs and he had a keychain that was a piece of wood which was about a 

foot long. He repeatedly hit me under my feet with this piece of wood. It was very painful, 

and I screamed. The top layer of skin on my feet peeled off from this treatment. Smith 

was present for this and he didn't say anything. During that afternoon various police 

officers came in and out the interrogation room. I did not know all their names at the 

time and I still don't know who all of them were. 
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13. I was then told to put my clothes back on. Smith said to me that if I died, they wanted 

me to be found fully clothed. I was then taken back to my cell. 

14. On Wednesday, 2 December 1981, I was collected from my cell and taken to the tenth 

floor for interrogation again and I was interrogated throughout the day. Smith ordered 

me to strip naked again. I was made to kneel and hold my hands up in the air. When 

my hands sagged, I was punched in the ribs which forced me to put my arms up once 

again. That day I spent most of my time on my knees. I was also made to march on the 

spot quite a lot. I was punched, kicked and my hair was pulled by various officers. Smith 

was there the whole time and he facilitated this. They again questioned me about the 

ANC and SACP. 

15. A policeman by the name of Van Schalkwyk (they called him Schalkie) came in on that 

day, and he shot an elastic band at my penis and the other officers would laugh. Smith 

was present for this - he would laugh at me and mock me. The ginger haired policeman 

and a Lieutenant Venter also shot at my penis with the elastic band. Smith and the ginger 

haired policeman were present for most of the day. I believe that Smith was the officer 

in charge of my interrogation. Smith left late on Wednesday evening as his shift had 

ended. When Smith went off duty, he gave me a dissolved tablet in some water, and he 

told this it was an alert tablet and made me drink it. 

16. My interrogation from Wednesday morning continued right through to Friday afternoon, 

and I did not sleep at all or return to my cell during that time. I was tortured and 

interrogated in the same way as I had been the previous days - I was made to do a lot 

of exercises during this time and to stand still. I was not allowed to sit very often. They 

continued to kick and punch me and to flick a rubber band at my penis. I was also 

verbally harassed during this time. They would call me Koelie, Koeligat, Kerriegat and 

they accused me of sleeping with all sorts of women. 
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17. Smith was present on Thursday during the day and on Friday during the day. There were 

six police officers who worked in pairs and shifts over those 3 days of interrogating me 

non-stop. The officers were Smith, the ginger-haired policeman, Warrant Officer 

Booysen, Lieutenant Botha, Warrant Officer Van Der Merwe and Warrant Officer Van 

Schalkwyk. 

18. At some point in these three days Smith said to me that when they detain a lot of people 

somebody must die and that this time it was going to be me. This comment made me 

very scared. 

19. On the Friday afternoon, 4 December 1981, I was taken to Vereeniging Police Station, 

the details of which are contained in my 2018 Affidavit. 

20. I was placed in a cell at Vereeniging police station and sometime during the night I was 

collected and taken to the charge office and Smith was in the charge office. I was then 

taken by Smith to an interrogation room and Booysen was there. I was made to do 

exercise again, which was intended to exhaust me. This is when the incident with the 

pink liquid occurred, that they told me was sanatogen, when I divulged information about 

Stephen Lee. I described this incident in paragraph 22 of my 2018 affidavit. Smith was 

also present throughout my interrogation at Vereeniging. 

21. I wish to make a correction to my 2018 affidavit. At paragraph 26 I stated that during my 

time at Vereeniging Smith and some other police officers drove me to the Vaal dam and 

around the area for a while. I have re-read my statement made in 1982 and at 

paragraphs 45 and 46 of that statement I indicated that it was Officer Carr and Officer 

Venter who took me to the Vaal. I believe that my 1982 statement is accurate in relation 

to this incident and given that it was so long ago, I cannot confirm if Smith was actually 

present for this incident and I may have been mistaken to include him as the main 

instigator of this incident in my 2018 affidavit. 



22. Smith was always present for my interrogation (except when he went off shift) both at 

JVS and Vereeniging. He carried out atrocious acts of torture on me and witnessed and 

ordered others to torture me. The exercises that they constantly made me do were all 

part of the torture and were meant to wear me down and dehumanise me. 

23. As mentioned in paragraph 33 of my 2018 affidavit, I was sentenced to three years 

imprisonment. On the day that I was sentenced it was Smith who took me and Shirish 

Nanabhai to the prison. We were placed with the common law prisoners and I suspect 

that Smith arranged this as he thought they would harm us. 

24. The last time I saw Smith was during the TRC hearing in Mayfair. He attempted to greet 

me, but I did not engage with him. I was later informed by one of the TRC 

Commissioners, Fazel Randera, that Smith had told the Commissioners he wanted a 

guarantee of indemnity against prosecution. When he was advised that no such 

guarantee could be granted he walked out and did not apply for amnesty. 

PARMANANTHAN NAIDOO 

I hereby certify that the deponent knows and understands the contents of this affidavit and 

that it is to the best of the deponent's knowledge both true and correct. This affidavit was 

signed and sworn to before me at /?10Hb&oct on this the 05 day of ] ltH 2020, 

and that the Regulations contained in Government Notice R.1258 of 21 July 1972, as 

amended by R1648of19 August 1977, and as further amended by R1428of11 July 1989, 

having been complied with . 

. SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICj_ 
i.---= VISPOL ~ 

MON DE OR 
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