
Muslim Views . May 202048

DONATE NOW: muslimhands.org.za | 021 633 6413 30 Ernest Road, Rylands
7764, Cape Town

SOUTH AFRICA

Bank: Standard Bank, Account Name: Muslim Hands
Account Number: 071 621 881, Branch code: 031110

N
PO

: 0
05

-9
97

PB
O

: 9
30

01
90

33

Give Zakat and Sadaqah 
to our Emergency Appeals 

When an emergency arises, a quick response can be the difference 
between life and death. At Muslim Hands, we have over 20 years of 
experience in responding to emergencies all over the globe.

Give your Zakat and Sadaqah to our emergency appeals for Yemen, 
Syria, Palestine, Kashmir and Rohingya refugees.

R1 500
can provide a family with a 
food parcel to sustain them 
for a full month.

SYRIA AND YEMEN EMERGENCY APPEAL
Over 13 million Syrians and 10 million people in Yemen are battling 
extreme hunger and malnutrition. They are in urgent need of food. Our 
teams have been distributing food parcels to desperate families but we 
are unable to meet demand. 

CASSIEM KHAN
THE year 2020 has seen the
novel COVID-19 virus not only
dominate the news but challenge
the way in which the world
 functions.

Many countries, including
South Africa, implemented a com-
plete lockdown strategy; its effects
having slowed down their
economies, social, education and
justice systems with the intention
of reducing new infections.

Since the unwelcome pan-
demic’s onslaught globally, life, as
we have known it, has not only
been brought to a virtual standstill
but it has forced us to adapt to dif-
ferent ways of managing our
lifestyles.

Amidst the present social health
crisis, it compelled us to remind
everyone about the inhumane
crimes that the successive
apartheid regimes – starting with
Verwoerd and ending with De
Klerk – committed and that
should be urgently addressed.

In this regard, the families asso-
ciated with the Justice for the Vic-
tims of Apartheid (JVA) Era
project considered it their respon-
sibility to lead this task.

The JVA families thus came out
in full support when the inquest of
Dr Neil Aggett, who was slain
while in detention, was reopened.
It was, however, supposed to have
resumed on June 1 but has since
been removed from the court roll
by Judge Makume due to the
health crisis.

It was hoped that after the
Aggett case, the judicial system
would revisit Dr Hoosen Haffe-
jee’s inquest but based on the pres-
ent precarious situation, it has also
been indefinitely postponed.

If these cases had to take place

then we would have witnessed the
respective reopening of the in-
quests into the killing of Imam
Haron and Nokhutula Simelane.
Now, unfortunately, these will
probably only happen at much
later dates.

Despite these unforeseen dis-
ruptions globally and locally, JVA
families and their legal teams have
so far built up the necessary mo-
mentum by placing continuous
pressure on the National Director
of Public Prosecutions.

They have done so in order that
the director allocate sufficient
qualified staff and adequate re-
sources to the more than 300 cases
that the National Prosecuting Au-
thority (NPA) must still investigate
and prosecute.

We are all aware that the live
television broadcasts of the Aggett
inquest, since mid-January 2020,
has served as a means of pressure
on the NPA.

The purpose was not only to
keep the inquest in the public eye
but it should also be seen as a
method of publicly educating the
current and future generations
about the untold crimes that the
apartheid regime’s perpetrators
committed.

In addition, the JVA families see
the important need for social jus-
tice issues to remain paramount.
So, it is a momentum that we
should seize and cannot afford to
ignore.

All of us are aware that it can
easily disappear during this period
when the public’s attention has
been overloaded and diverted to-
wards tackling COVID-19.

Even though virtual hearings
were proposed, it was decided to
abandon this method for at least
one basic reason, and that is to see
the perpetrators in court. Seeing

each of them in the open is an im-
portant component of healing not
only for the JVA families but for
everyone who had experienced the
brunt of apartheid era crimes.

It should be stressed that JVA
families have waited for decades
for justice to take place. If they are
not granted their day in court then
it will be an affront to not only
their dignity but to their extended
families as well as the communi-
ties that were deeply traumatised
and scarred by apartheid.

In this regard, we all recall
Aunty Galiema Haron’s agony
and pain. She was among those af-
fected family members who
wanted the inquest reopened; and
she patiently waited for 50 years
for a fair and just legal outcome.

Sadly, Aunty Galiema has
passed on and she, like many oth-
ers, did not get to know the truth.
And we would not want to wit-
ness others, who are still around,
also to miss out on knowing how
their loved ones were killed and
who were responsible.

Joao Rodrigues, the Special
Branch member who was the last
person to see anti-apartheid ac-
tivist Ahmed Timol alive has, so
far, fought tooth and nail not to
face prosecution.

During April, Rodrigues’s legal
team submitted documents before
the Supreme Court of Appeal
(SCA) in Bloemfontein. They did
that with the sole purpose of ap-
pealing against the High Court’s –
Gauteng Local Division, Johan-
nesburg – refusal to grant him a
permanent stay of prosecution
from the charges he presently faces
for his diabolical role in the mur-
der of Ahmed Timol on October
27, 1971.

His legal team will now feel em-
boldened by the COVID-19 virus
which designates him as a high
risk for infection as an aged per-
son.

Everyone’s memories should be
refreshed that the idea of account-
ability has over the many years
been strongly and vehemently re-
sisted by apartheid’s notorious
perpetrators and their supporters.

Any shrewd tactic to postpone
may be described by them as tem-
porary victories and by JVA fami-
lies as additional setbacks. The
latter group would not want it to
become permanent for then all
their efforts would be lost. From
their perspective, it is critical that
all energies be spent to keep social
justice matters in the public do-
main.

For the record, and prior to the
lockdown, several reports were re-
ceived that former apartheid po-

lice Special Branch members have
been meeting to coordinate their
responses as they felt the heat as
the requests for the reopening of
inquests into atrocities of which
they were complicit increased.

The JVA families would there-
fore wish to underline that the suc-
cess or failure of the legal
challenge by Rodrigues will seri-
ously impact on their fate.

There is no doubt that COVID-
19 is one of those watershed mo-
ments in human history.

There is a growing demand, by
especially the marginalised major-
ity, that the world cannot be the
same after the pandemic’s depar-
ture.

There will be no back to nor-
mal since normal did not work, es-
pecially not for the poor.
Socio-economic problems that ex-
isted before COVID-19 will not
disappear. It is likely to worsen.
This is both true for transitional
justice matters as well as for social
justice issues.

Keeping Transitional Justice
(TJ) matters active and alive both
in the courts and in the public do-
main must continue unabated.
The pressure on the NPA must be
increased to prioritise the unfin-

ished business of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission
(TRC).

Social justice issues have al-
ready become exacerbated by a
massive rise in unemployment and
hunger due to the COVID-19
lockdown.

Placating the masses with food
parcels and short-term increases in
social grants is not a sustainable
solution since the virus will be
with us well into 2021.

The demand for a Basic Income
Grant must now be amplified by
civil society and must be coupled
with a more robust intolerance for
corruption. Money lost due to cor-
ruption can fund a Basic Income
Grant.

The Imam Haron Foundation
along with JVA families will re-
fresh its #123 Days campaign on
May 28, the objective being to re-
build lost momentum regarding
the heinous criminal acts commit-
ted by the successive apartheid
regimes.

In addition, the foundation
wants to persistently perpetuate
and purposefully promote social
justice issues for all.
Cassiem Khan is the director of
the Imam Haron Foundation.

Justice delayed under lockdown?

Aunty Galiema Haron wanted the inquest reopened into the killing of her
 husband, Imam Abdullah Haron, by the apartheid regime. She waited 50 years for
a just outcome. Sadly, she passed away on September 29, 2019 and, along with
many others, will never know the truth of how their loved ones were killed and
who were responsible. Photo SUPPLIED

The Imam Haron Foundation, in honour of As-Shaheed Imam Abdullah Haron
(pictured here with some of his students), is demanding justice for all those
killed by the apartheid regime. Photo SUPPLIED


