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QUERIES RE EVENTS OF THE NIGHT

1. Why did Agenbag forget - Sehlolo and Martin could 
have reminded him.

2. Check entries on other nights.
3. Why not fabricate completely?
4. Sequence of reporting

01h45 Sgt Agenbag reports to W/O Marais.
0 2h00 W/O Marais reports to Col Scholtz of SB.
02h05 Col Scholtz reports to Col Muller of SB.
03h00 Someone calls Struvic (68)?
03h00 Someone informs Whitehead (148) (Who, 

when, how?)
03hl5 Scholtz rings Victor - duty officer.
03h25 Muller rings Swanepoel.

5. Why so little mention of Whitehead that night?
When did he get to the scene etc?

6. Why is the duty officer only notified after the 
security police?

7. When was Cronwright notified? Why the mystery 
about him?

8. Who is Enslin? Why no affidavit?
9. Why no affidavits from Whitehead and Cronwright re 

that night?
10. Where were Cronwright and Whitehead when they 

heard?
11. Why so late when Victor told?
12. When was station commander told?
13. Why lights on on 10th floor at midnight?
14. Who was busy on the 10th floor?
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HAPPENINGS AT THE CELLS ON 4-5 FEBRUARY 19 82

(REFERENCES ARE TO PAGES OF THE RECORD)

20h45 W/0 Marais on duty as charge office sergeant
(77) .

21h45 Const Sehlolo reports on duty (74).
Cpt Martin reports on duty (76).
Sgt Agenbag reports on duty (78) .

22h20 Sgt Agenbag reports on duty and says he
visits cells (78).

22h30 Sehlolo visits cells with W/O Marais and Sgt
Agenbag (74). Aggett lying on cell mat (77 
and 78).

22h45 Marais and Agenbag'leave the second floor
(74) .

23h00 Sehlolo patrols second floor - "Alles in
orde".

23h30 Agenbag should have visited cells (79)

0 0h45 Agenbag realises he has missed the visit
(79) .

00h55 Martin writes in book that cells were visited
(76). This on instructions of Agenbag. Ref 
OB 338/02/82 - Time is 00h56.

01h30 Sehlolo and Agenbag find body. Call Marais.
Agenbag reports to Martin and Enslin (76). 
Martin and Enslin find Sehlolo at the body. 
Then they carry on with their work.
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0 lh45

0 2h00

02h 05 

0 2h20

02h20

03h00

03hl 5 

03h25 

03h40

0 3h45

Agenbag reports to W/O Marais in the charge 
office. Agenbag and Marais examine body. It 
is dead (75). (Conflict between Agenbag and 
Marais re reporting.)

Col Scholtz of SB gets call from W/O Marais 
(69) .

Col Scholtz rings Col Muller (69 and 73) .

Muller arrives. Finds Agenbag, Marais and 
others.

Scholtz arrives at charge office. Finds 
Muller there (69 and 73). Marais hands over 
the charge office key (77). He does not call 
the doctor.

(Some time - Muller contacts District 
Surgeon, Dr Scheepers, and has body cut 
down.)

Struvic gets a call - who from? (68) On 
arrival he finds Muller, Scholtz, Cronwright 
and Agenbag. Whitehead is informed - by 
whom? (148) What does he do?

Scholtz rings Victor (7) - Victor is officer 
on duty (69).

Muller - Divisional Commander of SB - rings 
Brig T J Swanepoel at his home (66).

Victor arrives at charge office (7) and goes 
to cell with Muller and Scholtz. Finds 
Struvic, Whitehead and Agenbag at the cell.

Swanepoel arrives. Finds Muller in the - 
charge office. Goes to cell with Cronwright. 
Struvic, Victor and Whitehead are there.



r
WL/TJM
130482

04h00 

0 4hl5

Lamprecht was taking photographs and prints. 
Rigor mortis.

Pretorius and Victor make the inventory (22)

Swanepoel orders body cut down (66) - 
Struvic. Cut with scissors (cut halfway - 
6 8 ) .



NOTE

The following is a description of the conditions inside 
Aggett's cell at John Vorster Square. For obvious reasons 
we are not able to give precise details. This account is 
based on the experiences of other detainees at John Vorster 
Square.

1. The cell is about 2 paces wide and about 5 paces long.

2. There is no bed in the cell. The is a thick coir mat.
There is no chair in the cell. There is a crudely made 
bench.

3. The lights are on 24 hours a day. Light fixtures are 
generally set to the roof so that the detainee cannot 
interfere with them. Virtually no sun light comes into 
the cell. It is thought that in Aggett's cell the window 
did not face outside, but faced inside into a central well. 
This must be checked.

4. The only way in which one could look out of the cell is 
when the door is opened by warders who bring in food.
It is very difficult for the detainee to pull himself
up by the bars of the window and look out of the window.

5. The detainees are essentially in solitary confinement.
Their only chances for communication are the following

5.1 When they are undergoing interrogation. It would 
appear that the detainee undergoes a few weeks 
intensive interrogation and is then left in his 
cell for upwards of a month, before his next period 
of interrogation begins again. This definitely 
appears to be the situation with Aggett (see above).

5.2 The detainee would communicate with the warder, if 
the warder decided to bring the food into the cell 
instead of merely pushing it through.

5.3 When the detainee is not under interrogation, he is 
taken daily by the warder to the showers. There would 
be a limited opportunity for communication at this 
stage.

5.4 There would also be a limited opportunity for com
munication during the irregular exercise periods at 
John Vorster Square, (see below)

6. EXERCISING

We have been told that detainees at John Vorster Square 
have not been given a regular opportunity to exercise.
We refer to paragraph numbered 10 of the warrant for



detention / transfer, which provides that "the detainee 
shall be allowed physical exercises for an hour per day 
in separate half hourly sessions". It appears that this 
period for physical exercise was not granted to detainees 
at John Vorster Square. On the odd occasion, the detainee 
was allowed exercise. It must be noted that, unlike prison 
regulations, this provision does not provide for compulsory 
outside exercises. Of necessity, the exercise at John 
Vorster Square would be inside the complex.

There have been constant complaints about the food at John 
Vorster Square from the detainees. As has been pointed out 
above, a number of detainees have suffered weight loss. In 
some cases, the detainees are unable to eat the food it is 
of such a poor quality. It appears that there are three 
meals that are provided. It is thought that breakfast 
consists of a sandwich made out of bread and coffee. "Lunch 
is a form of mixed gruel and bread and coffee or tea, 
vegetables and meat of poor quality. -=ss=^^r

The detainees at John Vorster Square have been kept in a 
row of cells on opposite sides of the corridor. Some of 
these cells are of a new type and some of them are the old 
kind of cells. The new type of cells are sound proof and 
fibre glassed, with bullet proof shields over the bars.
From our information, Neil was not in one of these new 
cells. With the old cells it appears that a degree of 
illicite communication is possible to obtain. It is not 
clear whether the cells are at ground level or not. It 
must be noted that it is hot in those cells. This must 
be checked.
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FURTHER INFORMATION FROM MORRIS SMITHERS

Police awareness of suicide

1. When Morris Smithers was first detained, he was 
not allowed to keep a razor. Neither was he 
allowed medicine in his cell.

2. However, Smithers did at a later stage keep a 
razor in his cell in addition to approximately 30 
sleeping tablets. He was also eventually allowed 
a guitar in his cell.

3. According to Smithers, Joubert, 'the prisoner's 
friend', joked that should Smithers decide to 
commit suicide, he should use the State's property 
and not items that were brought in from outsiders.

4. After Dr Aggett's death, Smithers' cell was 
checked regularly, to the extent that he could not 
sleep properly. However, this intensive 
surveillance died out after approximately three 
days. Smithers was told by the officers on duty 
that the regular surveillance had been carried out 
in pursuance of instructions received from higher 
authority.



Inspector of detainees

5. According to Smithers, the inspector of detainees, 
Mr Mouton, was totally ineffective. He told 
Smithers that his letters to the Minister of 
Police were seldom answered. He also told 
Smithers that he had seen a man who had been 
detained for almost a year and that the Minister 
had said that the matter could wait. However, 
Mouton did note down everything Smithers said to 
him.

Magistrate inspecting detainees

6. According to Smithers, the magistrate who 
inspected the detainees on a fortnightly basis 
seemed almost embarrassed by his ineffectuality.

Political and social aims of Smithers

7. He is against the system in South Africa. On 
being released from detention, he told a member of 
the security police that he did not hate the 
security police but that he is against those who 
wish to enforce the system.

8. While in detention he was accused of being a 
member of the ANC but he denied any connection.
He has no previous convictions but was detained in 
1979. At the time there was an Indian and a Black



residing in his house together with banned 
publications which a student residing in the house 
was using for her studies. He was released 
shortly after the detention.
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AGGETT INQUEST

NOTE ON DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PROF AND THE DOCTORS ON 
WEDNESDAY, 3 MARCH 1982

References in this note to the record are to the bundle 
of statements and documents which have been placed 
before the magistrate. References to the summary are 
to WL's typed summary/translation of these documents.

1. Discussion initially centred on the affidavit
which Aggett made to Detective Sergeant Blom at 
John Vorster Square on 4/2/82, the day before his 
death. This is attached at the very end of the 
summary. From it, and from the statement of the 
investigating officer, Detective Sergeant Blom, at 
page 153, the following chronology appears:

4/1/82 The first assault is alleged.
18/1/82 Complaint made to the visiting

magistrate, Mr Wessels.
28-30/1/82 Further assault alleged together

with keeping awake.
4/2/8 2 Detective Sergeant Blom, a woman,

approaches Aggett while he is under 
interrogation on the tenth floor, 
at 10h45 and takes an affidavit 
from him. Because the security 
police are busy with him, she does 
not take him to be examined by a 
doctor.

5/2/82 Aggett is found hanged in his cell.



The doctor was asked what he thought of the 
statement, viewed as a statement. His view was 
that the statement appeared to be one of a man who 
is composed, in full possession of his faculties, 
not inclined to exaggerate and able to apply his 
mind clearly to the problem on hand. His view was 
that there are no indications in the statement 
that the man is at the end of his tether and that 
he is contemplating suicide.

Due allowance must be made for the fact that the 
statement was taken down by a police officer in 
customary police form. Nevertheless, the 
examination of the original statement had shewn 
that Aggett had read it through and made 
occasional corrections. He had, therefore, 
adopted it as his statement.

The doctor was not prepared to place an 
interpretation on the statement that Aggett had 
found that little effective notice was taken of 
complaints which he had made and that there v/as, 
therefore, little prospect of any effective 
protection against further assaults.

2. The doctor was not pertinently aware of any
specialised literature on the subject of solitary 
confinement. Although he had not yet locked at 
the full inquest record, his view was that, on the 
general sketch of the information made available 
to him, he would not be able to say in court that 
the conditions of detention and interrogation must



have led tc the suicide, if there was, indeed, a 
suicide.

The doctor cited cases where people committed 
suicide for what would appear to be completely 
trivial reasons. Ke would have great difficulty 
in saying that Aggett was not a person who could, 
given the right circumstances, commit suicide for 
what might appear objectively to be insufficient 
reason.

Cases occur where, for instance, a young man might 
commit suicide because his father has refused to 
lend him the family motor car and a row has 
ensued. Most people are able to withstand such a 
crisis but some cannot.

Likewise, cases occur where rejected lovers commit 
suicide while most rejected lovers are able to 
withstand the shock.

3. The doctor sketched the kind of circumstance which 
leads a man to commit suicide. It is normally a 
case where a man feels completely isolated and 
alone with no prospect other than to give up in 
the same way as a man who is at the end of his 
financial tether may surrender his estate as 
insolvent. There were, apparently, many suicides 
in Vienna when the Nazis moved in in 1938. The 
people who jumped off buildings were in a state of 
terror at what might happen to them. But, 
remarkably enough, there were comparatively few 
suicides in the Nazi concentration camps. It was



not necessarily the strong characters who were 
best equipped to withstand concentration camp 
conditions.

4. Another category of suicide sketched by the doctor 
was of the elderly person who lives alone in a 
room in central Johannesburg and has been 
abandoned by his children. He is cut off from his 
peer group and finds himself so lonely that he 
gives up.

5. The professor, who had prepared some notes on the 
questions of solitary confinement and sensory 
deprivation, thought that the devastating effects 
of this were not sufficiently appreciated. Time 
did not, however, permit his notes to be studied 
and discussed.

6. Further investigations

Both the professor and the doctor were of the view
that further very detailed enquiries would have to
be made into the nature of the personality of 
Aggett.

W LAKE 
4 March 1982
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