
IN THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT

A F F I D A V I T

I, the undersigned,

IVAN COHEN,

do hereby make oath and say:

1. I am an adult male medical practitioner
(M.B.B.Ch.), practising at Campus Health Service, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

2. My major interest in the medical field is that of 
sports medicine.

I know Auret van Heerden, both as a patient and a 
fellow marathon runner. I have known him for a 
number of years. I was first consulted by Mr Van 
Heerden as a patient in June 1980, in connection 
with a problem relating to a peptic ulcer. Since 
that occasion he has consulted me on a number of 
occasions with regard to the ulcer and also a 
sports injury.



After Mr Van Heerden came out of detention in July 
1982, he consulted me. I examined him on the 1st 
September 1982. The purpose of the examination 
was that Mr Van Heerden wished to find out whether 
there had been any long-term injuries of a 
neurological or muscular nature as a result of 
injuries which he had sustained in detention. I 
gave him a full medical examination that day.

My findings were as follows:

5.1 He has a de-pigmented area on the bridge of 
his nose, which is two-thirds of a centimetre 
in length, and which is consistent with a 
healed injury to the bridge oT his nose.

5.2 Because of my previous personal and 
professional knowledge of him, I was able to 
gauge a change in his mood. He appeared to 
be more subdued than he was before his 
detention. When questioned about this, he 
confessed to feelings of depression as well 
as anxiety. I advised him to consult a 
psychologist for counselling and 
psycho-therapy.

Mr Van Heerden reported to me that he was 
experiencing pain and some limitation of movement 
in his hamstring muscles.

Hamstring problems would be consistent with the



lengthy period of time for which Mr Van Heerden 
alleges he was manacled (wrist to ankle) in 
paragraph 26 of his affidavit which is before this 
Honourable Court.

8. He also reported to me that, as a result of the 
treatment which he had received at the hands of 
the security police at Benoni, set out in 
paragraph 26 of his affidavit, he had suffered the 
following symptoms, which had since ceased to 
present themselves:

8.1 Problems in breathing whilst manacled in a 
bending-over position and immediately 
thereafter.

8.2 Severe chest pain at the time of the alleged 
torture, which was exacerbated by breathing.

8.3 A severe headache for about a week after the 
alleged torture.

8.4 Immediately after the alleged torture, he had 
noticed that there were red dots in the 
whites of his eyes - these were no longer 
there when I examined him.

8.5 Great difficulty in walking, as a result of 
lower backache, the pain of which was 
referred up his back; furthermore, he could 
not, at this time, bend over to put on socks 
or shoes.



In my opinion, all these symptoms are consistent 
with the alleged torture set out by Mr Van Heerden 
in paragraph 26 of his affidavit.

9. I am available to give evidence at the inquest up 
and until 15th November 1982.

SGD I COHEN

I certify that the deponent, who has appeared before me 
this 12th day of October 1982, acknowledges that he 
knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 
and that to the best of his knowledge and belief it is 
true and correct.

SGD E G VAN DER WATT 
COMMISIONER OF OATHS 
41 Rissik Street 
Johannesburg 
PRACTISING ATTORNEY
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