
NOTE ON CONSULTATION WITH ISMAIL MOMONIAT ON 7 SEPTEMBER 1982

1. Locking Up Over Weekends

1. Apparently, the detainees should have been taken for a shower on Saturdays. 
However, they were actually taken for a shower on Sundays. According to 
Ismail he was not taken for a shower on only two Sundays.

2. Detainees were definitely not given exercise over weekends.

3. In other words, the only time detainees were taken from their cells over 
weekends was during that free period on Sundays when they took their 
shower.

2. Opportunities To Complain To Muller Or Cronwright

1. Ismail only came into contact with Muller on one occasion. This meeting 
took place on the 9th floor and it happened by pure chance. He recalls 
Muller having told him that he should not worry, that things were moving 
and that they (the security police) were making progress.

2. During his period of interrogation Ismail was taken to Cronwright frequently. 
These visits were always connected to the statement which Ismail was 
writing. However, these meetings were not a forum for Ismail to voice his 
complaints but simply an opportunity for Cronwright to ask questions with 
regard to the statement and to shout and abuse Ismail. Ismail would not 
have dared to complain to Cronwright on these occasions.

3. Interrogations Stopped If Detainee Unwell

On one occasion Ismail asked to go back (to the cell) early because he did not 
feel "up to it" (with regard to further interrogation). This request was re
fused as he had expected. Swanepoel and Venter were his interrogators at the 
time and in fact, these two men were practically always present during his 
interrogation. According to Ismail it is common knowledge amoung detainees 
that interrogations are not terminated early or post-poned due to a detainees 
state of health. In fact, on a number of occasions Ismail was given writing 
material and instructed to continue with his statement in the cell despite

his protest / ...



his protest that he was exhausted by the days interrogation.

4. Improvements After Neil Aggett's Death

This is fully canvassed in Ismail's detailed statement.

5. Threats To Detain Family And Friends

Approximately one week after his interrogation had been finished Swanepoel and 
Venter told Ismail that they had obtained statements fran the other members of 
the Anti-SAIC Committee and that these members had agreed to be state witnesses. 
He got the impression that the security police were making an implied threat 
that if he did not co-operate these people would be detained. However, this 
is pure speculation on his part. When the security police informed him of 
the aforementioned they requested telephone numbers of various members and 
Ismail was even asked to show the security police were certain members lived.
In fact, this was never done.

0

6. Exercise

While Ismail exercised in the corridor Me Pherson stood with his watch in his 
hand and when the five minutes or so expired he ordered Ismail to go for a 
shower. This was despite the fact that Ismail requested additional time to 
exercise. According to Ismail, it is well known amoung the detainees that 
Me Pherson would not grant them additional time for exercise. Ismail complained 
about this situation to the Magistrate and Inspector of Detainees.

7. Awareness Of Reasons For Arrest And Detention

1. On the day Ismail was arrested he was taken to Cronwright. Cronwright 
informed him that they (the security police) were investigating a major 
case and he spoke briefly about Ismail's activities. Cronwright stated 
that he knew that the Anti-SAIC was an ANC front and that he wanted to 
know all about it, frcm Ismail.

2. When Ismail began his interrogation he was simply requested by Swanepoel 
to write a statement. He was not told exactly what was required of him.
As a result, after he had written a few pages the security police expressed 

satisfaction, tore the statement up and ordered Ismail to start again.

When he /



When he completed his second statement he was informed that the statement 
was not adequate and that it had been tom up. However, while writing the 
third statement which contained additional information in respect of the 
Anti-SAIC he was requested to supplement the second statement with the 
information contained in the third statement, as the security police were 
obviously in a rush to finalize the matter.

8. Layout Of Tenth Floor With Regard To The Area Adjoining Room 1012

Ismail recalls that the door was always locked when he went passed. However, 
he thinks he remembers the sound of a typewriter or a telex being operated 
in that area. However, these sounds could have eminated frcm the room next 
to the area referred to. With regard to the area on the other side of the 
corridor, Ismail is aware that a canteen used by the security police was 
located in that area.

Ismail confirms that sound proofed roan was used as a library. In addition, 
he recalls seeing typewriters there. He knows that Firoze was assaulted in 
this roan on one occasion.

9. Assaults

Paragraph 10(a): Visser was responsible for this.

Paragraph 10(b) and 10 (c): Struvic was mainly responsible for this (see page 
6 of main statement on onwards)

Paragraph 10(d) and 10(e): Swanepoel and Venter were the persons responsible 
in this instance. '

Paragraph 10(f): Swanepoel and Cronwright were the persons responsible.

Paragraph 10(g): Des Carr was the person responsible. He came into the interro
gation rocm at least three times a week and was simply a "bruiser".

Paragraph 10(h): Des Carr was the person responsible.

Paragraph 10(i): Venter was the person responsible. According to Ismail,
Venter was the person who gave Samson Ndou electric shocks.
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