
IN THE MATTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT

S T A T E M E N T- - - -  r
I, the undersigned,

FRANK CHIKANE,

hereby state:

#

1. I reside at 310 Zone 7, Pimville, Soweto. I am 
employed as a co-ordinator at the Institute of 
Contexture Theology. I was born on 3 January 
1951. I have a matric.

2. I was first detained in January 1977 under section 
22 for a period of seven days. I was detained for 
the second time from June 1977 to January 1978. 
During my first period of detention I was detained 
at John Vorster Square and during my second period 
of detention I was detained at Krugersdorp. I was 
detained for the third time for a period of three 
days in November 1980 at Krugersdorp.

3. I was detained under section 22 on or about 20 
November 1981 at Protea. Approximately two weeks



before Neil Aggett1s death, I was transferred to 
John Vorster Square. When I was at Protea, I was 
mainly questioned about my trips to Botswana and 
other irrelevant facts. At John Vorster Square I 
was mainly questioned about my relationship with 
Cedric Mason. My principal interrogators were W/0 
Piet Syfert (spelling of name and rank not 
certain) and W/0 Deetlefs. They alleged I had 
contacts with the ANC.

4. I did not know Neil Aggett prior to my most recent 
detention and, even in detention, I did not speak 
to him although I did see him on a number of 
occasions at John Vorster Square, but only through 
my peephole. Initially at John Vorster Square I 
was held in cell 210, the cell next to Neil 
Aggett's cell. On or about the Monday before Neil 
Aggett's death, I was transferred to another cell, 
No 220. While in cell 220 and during the last 
week of Neil Aggett's life, I did see him walking 
past my cell on a number of occasions. He seemed 
to be moving abnormally slowly and seemed to have 
the posture of a man who was really 'broken'.
That is the only information I have at my disposal 
as regards Neil Aggett.

5. Contact with W/O N J Deetlefs

As already stated, he was one of my main 
interrogators. He never assaulted me although he 
did insult and abuse me on occasions. For 
example, on one occasion he called me a "kaffir



predikant". Incidentally I was only interrogated 
at John Vorster Square between the period that I 
arrived at John Vorster Square and the date of 
Neil Aggett's death. I was interrogated 
intermittently. During the first few days of my 
interrogation, I was assaulted by the said Syfert 
in the presence of Deetlefs. That was the only 
occasion that I was actually physically abused.

6. Subsequent to the abovementioned assault, I saw
the inspector of detainees (Mouton) and I told him 
about the assault. I cannot recall when this 
visit took place although it did take place some 
time after the assault. As a result of my making 
the complaint to the inspector, I subsequently saw 
Sgt Blom. Once again, I cannot recall the length 
of time that elapsed before seeing Blom. In any 
event, she took a statement from me but I did not 
mention the names of the persons concerned as I 
did not remember them at the time. Neither of my 
interrogators had formally introduced himself to 
me. Sgt Blom came to see me for a second time 
although, once again, a considerable time had 
elapsed. She displayed a list of names to me and 
I was able to identify Deetlefs and Syfert. I 
have heard nothing since. For the purpose of 
seeing Sgt Blom, I was fetched from my cell and 
taken to an office on the tenth floor. I saw her 
alone. On the first visit, after leaving Sgt 
Blom's office, I saw Deetlefs entering the office 
with others while Sgt Blom was still there. I 
heard them talking to her but I could not hear 
what was being said as I was being led away to my



cell. On the second occasion that she visited me, 
I was initially unable to identify Deetlefs. Sgt 
Blom was insistent that I identify the person 
concerned by name. I saw her going to Deetlefs 
office and she returned with a list of names. I 
was then able to identify the persons concerned, 
namely Deetlefs and Syfert. I then made an 
affidavit to that effect.

Description of activities of W/0 W MacPherson

MacPherson was basically responsible for our 
exercise and washing in addition to other 
activities. He was strict in imposing rules and 
he seldom talked.

With regard to the operation of the complaints 
book, I generally signed this book every day 
although it did happen that I did not sign the 
book for a number of days and I would have to sign 
for those days at a later stage. I had to 
complete the complaints book myself except for the 
column relating to complaints. MacPherson 
completed this column in addition to counter-signing 
the book. The only complaints I recorded were 
complaints relating to my health. I was suffering 
from high blood pressure. Soon after making the 
complaint about my high blood pressure, I was 
taken to the District Surgeon and he gave me the 
necessary medication.



9. With regard to the operation of the meal book, I 
generally signed this book every day.

10. I was never given medicines by MacPherson. The 
medicines given to me by the District Surgeon were 
kept in a room used for that purpose and where the 
one guard sits.

11. I encountered no problems in receiving parcels 
which were brought to John Vorster Square. I was 
allowed to keep food in my cell. Prior to Neil 
Aggett's death, I was not allowed books or reading 
material in my cell but, after his^death, this was 
allowed. Therefore, during my period of 
interrogation, I had no reading material at my 
disposal, except for my bible.

12. I cannot comment on whether or not Neil Aggett's 
cell was as well stocked as is stated by the 
police. I know that at John Vorster Square some 
detainees were allowed reading material while 
others were not allowed this. I personally did 
not notice.

13. Firstly, we were allowed visitors. Secondly, I 
was allowed reading material in my cell. I cannot 
recall any improvement with regard to exercises.
In fact, we were only allowed more time to 
exercise at a much later stage, towards April, May 
or June.



I recall that a high ranking member of the uniform 
branch visited us almost every morning while I was 
held at John Vorster Square. This was presumably 
Col Oosthuizen. When he visited us, he would 
simply open the door and look at us. However, he 
did not speak to me or ask whether I had any 
complaints. However, he would say "Okay?" in a 
questioning manner and I would generally reply in 
the affirmative.

I recall that prior to Neil Aggett's death we were 
checked on at night on an irregular basis.
However, they did not wake us up. After the 
death, the visits became more frequent and we were 
actually woken up. The lights would be put on 
when these visits occurred. I recall being 
interrogated on one Saturday although I was not 
fetched by my interrogators personally. They 
simply sent down a security policeman to fetch me. 
I cannot recall security policemen coming round at 
night to wake us up or check up on us. Only 
members of the uniform branch attended to this.

Interrogation procedures

Firstly, with regard to my interrogation, many 
facts were suggested to me. For example, when I 
was writing my statement and my interrogators 
thought that it was not sufficiently detailed, 
they would suggest additional facts with a view to 
having those facts inserted in my statement. On 
certain occasions, when I thought the facts were



not incriminating in any way, I would simply put 
those facts into my statement to avoid further 
harassment. My interrogators mentioned names of 
persons whom I did not know so frequently that 
towards the end of my interrogation I could not 
establish how I had got to know of these persons, 
whether from the security police or from my own 
experience. For example, my first statement would 
omit certain people altogether. In the next 
statement I would mention those persons because 
they had already been mentioned to me by the 
security police, although I would state that I had 
not known them prior to being informed by the 
security police. Both my interrogators threatened 
me frequently. For example, they threatened to 
kill me if I did not co-operate and they mentioned 
other persons who had died in detention. They 
also threatened to detain me indefinitely. I was 
also manhandled on certain occasions. By the 
wording my interrogators used, there was a clear 
implication that they had caused the deaths of the 
persons who had died in detention. While being 
interrogated by Syfert and Deetlefs, other 
interrogators would come into the office, shout at 
me and abuse me and generally make a noise. Then 
they would leave the room. These persons would 
question me although most of the questions were 
irrelevant. They obviously did not now what my 
interrogation was about.

17. I was never compelled to exercise while under 
interrogation.



18. While being interrogated in an office on the tenth 
floor, you can see through the frosted glass into 
the adjoining office. You can distinguish, for 
example, a person standing in that office. I 
cannot actually recall seeing details of any 
person standing in the adjoining office but I 
could discern movements. However, the partition 
was covered with calendars and other things and 
obviously this restricted any vision I may have 
had.

19. I would not even consider requesting longer 
periods of interrogation. I doubt whether any 
detainee would.

20. I cannot recall being visited by Brig Muller while 
being interrogated. In fact, I think I saw him 
for the first time towards the end of my detention 
(I was released on 7 July 1982) when Muller came 
to the cells for the purpose of checking up on 
Auret van Heerden. He opened the door to my cell 
and simply looked in. He asked no questions.

21. On the first day that I arrived at John Vorster 
Square, I was taken to Maj Cronwright. He told me 
about Cedric Mason, my contact with him and 
requested me to write about this. I was then 
handed over to my interrogators. On this occasion 
he did not mistreat me in any way.



22. I saw Maj Cronwright again on one of the Saturdays 
during my two week period of interrogation. He 
told me that he had read a paper which I had 
written on Grassroots Leadership and he implied 
that my writings were that of a communist. He 
discussed the contents of this paper with me and 
questioned me. He threatened that they would 
charge me and he generally shouted and abused me. 
There were other senior security policemen present 
who were also shouting at me and abusing me. I 
never saw Cronwright again.

23. I did see the inspector of detainees on a fairly 
frequent basis. I only complained to him once, as 
already stated. I also saw the magistrate 
frequently but I never complained to him except 
about the food and my health. In fact, subsequent 
to being assaulted, I saw the magistrate before I 
saw the inspector of detainees. I did not mention 
the assault to the magistrate. When I saw the 
inspector of detainees, he asked me why I had not 
reported the assault to the magistrate. I replied 
that he (the inspector) would direct my complaint 
to the Minister while the magistrate would simply 
direct my complaint to the Commissioner of Police 
and I was of the opinion that this would serve no 
purpose.

24. Until the time allocated for exercise changed much 
later in my detention, as already stated, I was 
only allowed to run up the one corridor 
approximately four times. Therefore, the exercise



only took about five minutes. I remember that 
MacPherson kept a close eye on his watch while I 
exercised. X did not request additional exercise 
time although at a later stage I did so. During 
the later stages of my detention and after having 
made numerous complaints to the magistrate, we 
were allowed in the sun for approximately 30 
minutes per day.

25. From the time that my interrogation ended I had no 
further contact with my interrogators except to go 
to the tenth floor to sign documents brought by my 
lawyer. As far as I was concerned, I was still 
being detained under section 6. Only at a later 
stage during my detention and during a visit by 
the magistrate did I become aware that I was being 
held under 12 (1) (b).

26. Going back to my contact with Neil Aggett, I am 
quite sure that I never saw him while I was out of 
the cell. My cell was perpendicular to his cell, 
being on the corner, and that is why I could view 
what was going on when my cell door was open.
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