
A F F I D A V I T

I, the undersigned,

FIROZE CACHALIA,

hereby make oath and say:

1. I have previously made an affidavit in these 
proceedings.

2. In paragraph 13 of my previous affidavit I 
described the unlawful treatment to which I was 
submitted by members of the security police while 
I was under interrogation at John Vorster Square. 
However, I purposely did not name the members of 
the security police who committed the unlawful 
acts for the following reasons:

2.1 At the time of making my previous affidavit 
the legal representatives of the Aggett 
family were unable to advise me with any 
degree of certainty that I would be called 
upon to give evidence at the inquest.



2.2 Having already been detained three times, I 
could not discount the possibility that I 
would have future contact with the security 
police and, in particular, I could not 
discount the poss K ’1ity of being detained 
and interrogated .ne security police at 
some time in the future.

2.3 At the time of making my previous affidavit,
I held the view that, by naming the security 
policemen whose unlawful conduct is described 
in paragraph 13 of my previous affidavit, I 
would be exposing myself to the additional 
risk of being maltreated by the security 
policemen so named during any future period 
of detention which I could undergo. I also 
held the view that I was prepared to expose 
myself to such additional risks if I could in 
any way assist the inquest court in arriving 
at its finding. However, I was not prepared 
to expose myself to such risks at the time of 
making my previous affidavit because, as 
already stated, I had no idea as to whether 
or not my affidavit would be used in these 
proceedings. To risk making enemies in the 
security police without some certainty that I 
was making a meaningful contribution to the 
inquest seemed a fruitless and foolhardy 
exercise.

I am now aware that persons who were detained or 
interrogated at John Vorster Square during the 
period of the late Dr Aggett's detention have made



affidavits in these proceedings and that a number 
of these persons are to be called to give oral 
evidence. I believe that I can also assist the 
inquest court in that, as will appear more fully 
below, the security policemen who maltreated me 
also had dealings with the late Dr Aggett and were 
members of the same body of interrogators who, 
under the control of Maj Cronwright, were involved 
in the same major investigation.

4. During the first week of my detention, I was
detained at Vereeniging. I had not been informed 
of the reasons for my arrest and detention and 
towards the end of that week I made a request to 
see a security policeman to find out why I had 
been arrested and detained. As a result of my 
request, I saw a security policeman, the name of 
whom I cannot recall, but he was completely unable 
to assist me. I was then transferred to John 
Vorster Square. Towards the end of the first week 
at John Vorster Square, I made a request to W/0 
MacPherson that I be allowed to speak to my 
investigating officer to find out why I had been 
detained. As a result of this request, I was 
taken to Maj Cronwright. Maj Cronwright did not 
tell me why I had been arrested but simply shouted 
at me, abused me and told me to get out of his 
office. However, a short while later my 
interrogation began. Even then, my interrogators 
did not inform me why I had been detained and, at 
the outset of my interrogation, I was not given an 
indication of what information was required from 
me. I was simply given writing material and told



to write a statement. Two or three days after my 
interrogation had begun, I had completed 
approximately seven pages of a statement which my 
interrogators then tore up. It was at 
approximately this date that I was first 
ci3S3ul ted.

5. Although I have great difficulty in remembering 
dates, particularly in respect of the period 
during which I was in detention, I recall that I 
was interrogated at Benoni for a week during or 
about the beginning of January 1982. I recall 
that I was taken to Benoni during or about the 
beginning of January because at Benoni my 
interrogators informed me that Shirish Nanabhai 
had just been detained. I am now aware that 
Shirish Nanabhai was detained on 5 January 1982. 
During the period from the date when I was first 
assaulted until my interrogation finished at 
Benoni, I was frequently assaulted. Subsequently, 
I had very little contact with my interrogators 
and I was not subjected to any further assaults. 
The following persons maltreated me in the manner 
described:

5.1 On one occasion Cpt Swanepoel assisted the 
other interrogators present in holding me 
down on the floor while my testicles were 
squeezed by W/0 Prince, as described in 
paragraph 13 (i) of my previous affidavit. 
However, on the whole he treated me fairly 
well.



5.2 W/0 Prince frequently assaulted me during the 
abovementioned period. In fact, at the hands 
of W/0 Prince, I was submitted to each form 
of maltreatment described in paragraph 13 of 
my previous aff’d^vit with the exception of 
the treatment aso^bed in paragraph 13(f) 
and 13(g). W/0 Prince was generally 
accompanied by other interrogators, the names 
of whom I cannot recall. Cpt Swanepoel was 
frequently present when W/0 Prince acted 
unlawfully as aforesaid.

5.3 On one occasion Capt Swanepoel threatened 
that, if I did not co-operate, I would be 
given electric shocks as described in 
paragraph 13(f) of my previous statement.

5.4 Maj Cronwright frequently abused me and on at 
least two occasions he slapped my face. In 
addition, he often called me a 'koelie'.

I have always experienced difficulty in 
remembering names of persons that I do not know 
well, which explains why I am unable to identify 
the remaining interrogators mentioned above.

6. During my last day at Benoni, Cpt Swanepoel told
me that he intended detaining my brother Azhar and 
displayed a document to me purporting to be a 
warrant for Azhar's arrest. However, I did not 
have the opportunity of examining the document. 
Finally, Cpt Swanepoel informed me that I would be 
returning to John Vorster Square the following day



and that I had better talk. At a later stage, Cpt 
Swanepoel also threatened to detain my father.
W/0 Prince was present at the time. The threat to 
detain my father and my brother was not in fact 
carried out.

I certify that the deponent has acknowledged that he 
knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 
which was signed and sworn to before me at Johannesburg
on the
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