
IN THE MATTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT

A F F I D A V I T

I, the undersigned, BARBARA ANNE HOGAN, do hereby make
oath and say:

1. I am an adult female Masters student presently 
being held at the womens awaiting trial section of 
the Fort Prison, Johannesburg.

2. I am at present awaiting judgment in a trial in 
the Supreme Court of South Africa, Witwatersrand 
Local Division, in which I have been accused of 
treason. Judgment will be given on 20 October 
1982.

3. I am 30 years of age and was born on 28 February 
1952.

4. I was detained under Section 22 of the General Law 
Amendment Act on 2 2 September 1981. After 14 days



the police continued to hold me in detention in 
terms of Section 6 of the Terrorism Act. I was 
held under Section 6 until 26 March 1982, when I 
was charged and became an r 7?-; ting trial prisoner.

5. While I was in detention, I made complaints of
assault against two security policemen, W/0 Prince 
and W/0 Deetlefs, in connection with injuries 
which were inflicted upon me in the course of my 
interrogation. The two aforesaid policemen were 
charged in the magistrate's court for the district 
of Johannesburg under case no 8/931/82. In this 
regard, I attach hereto, marked 'A' a copy of the 
record of proceedings of the aforesaid case. To 
the best of my knowledge and belief, in so far as 
the aforesaid transcript of the record contains a 
record of the testimony which I gave in that case, 
it is an accurate record. My testimony relates, 
inter alia, to the treatment which I received at 
the hands of W/0 Prince and W/0 Deetlefs. To the 
best of my knowledge and belief, in so far as the 
aforesaid transcript of the record contains the 
record of the testimony of Dr Norman Jacobson, the 
district surgeon, the record is accurate. Dr 
Jacobson is the district surgeon who treated me 
for the injuries I received on 22 October 1981.



6. As appears more fully from my evidence and the 
evidence of Dr Jacobson in the aforesaid criminal 
case, on the morning of 23 October 1981 I was 
taken to Dr Jacobson. He noted the injuries to my 
body, and required that I see him the following 
day and for several days thereafter. He 
prescribed certain treatment for me. I saw him 
on Saturday 24 October 1981 and then once again on 
Monday 26 October 1981 in the morning. I was then 
told to see him 10 days thereafter.

7. At this stage, I was still being ‘held at the cells 
on the second floor of John Vorster Square, having 
been held there since the first day of my 
detention. Immediately after I had seen the 
doctor on the morning of 2 6 October, I was taken 
up to the tenth floor and my interrogators began 
to interrogate me intensively. Present at the 
interrogation were Lt M J Naude (later Cpt) Cpt 
Olivier, W/O Prince and other security policemen 
whom I can not remember. Lt Naude was the main 
questioner during this interrogation. He was 
dissatisfied with nearly all the answers that I 
was giving to the questions posed to me, and 
screamed and shouted at me on numerous occasions. 
One of the security policemen who was present



remarked that now that I was away from the doctor, 
I was in their (security police) hands.

8. This violent interrogation carried on until the 
later part of the afternoon. I was then taken 
back to my cell on the second floor of John 
Vorster Square. As I was being taken back to my 
cell, I had reached such a state of despair 
regarding the treatment I was receiving that I 
decided to commit suicide. On the second floor, 
before I was actually locked into my cell, I 
removed a packet of Syndol tablets, several Valium 
and two Mogadon tablets from the shelf in the 
place where the drugs are kept at the second floor 
cells.

9. In my cell, I was in a desperate state of mind. I 
felt that I had no more protection from the 
security police, that I was going to be insulted 
again, and that I was not going to be able to give 
any more information to the security police that 
would satisfy them. I cast around for ways of 
committing suicide.

10. I thought of hanging myself from the shower pipe. 
However, I was not sure that I would succeed in a



hanging attempt as I did not know how to make the 
noose, or how to ensure that the hanging would 
kill me. I did not wish to merely maim myself.

I then tried to drown myself b} ^ .ring water down 
my nostrils. However, my body rejected the water 
and I would choke. I also could not get my head 
back enough.

I then thought of slashing my wrists and cast 
about for an instrument with which to do it. I 
first tried sharpening the bottoift part of the 
toothpaste tube against the rough brick of the 
toilet wall in my cell, however, I could not get 
it sharp enough. I then found, in my mattress a 
copper rod about as thick as a pencil. However, 
this was also not sharp enough.

I then swallowed the two Mogadons, three or four 
Valiums and about 17 Syndols. I also squeezed 
half a tube of anaesthetic cream down my throat.
I knew that this alone would not kill me. So I 
took my dressing gown cord and tied it tightly 
around my throat until I felt it constricting the 
veins of my throat. I lay down on the bed and 
covered myself with the blanket. I think I must



have passed out immediately. I must have torn off 
the cord in a semi-conscious state during the 
night, because when I woke up the next morning, I 
found the cord next to me.

14. That morning I was taken for interrogation once 
again. I was feeling terrible from the effects of 
the drugs and asked to see the doctor. Lt Naude 
became very angry with me. At one point he said 
that he was a doctor, alluding to the fact that he 
was wearing a white safari suit.

15. That morning, 27 October 1981, Maj Cronwright came 
in and told me that he was very dissatisfied with 
me and that he was sending me away. He called for 
all my possessions in my cell to be taken up to 
the tenth floor. He confiscated most of my 
clothing and toiletries, and took away my playing 
cards and my Rubik Cube. I was transferred that 
afternoon to the Vereeniging police station cells.

16. On Saturday, 14 November 1981, Capt Struwig, W/0 
Deetlefs, Capt Olivier and Lt Naude arrived at 
Vereeniging to interrogate me. They appeared to 
be in a very bad mood. By this time I had 
completed another statement. They took me to the



Vanderbijl Park police station. They were 
screaming and shouting at me once again. Capt 
Olivier said to me that he had my statement and 
that he was tempted to burn it for what it was 
worth. W/0 Deetlefs told me to go and sit under 
the table. I has to answer questions from under 
the table.

17. Then I had to stand again. Capt Struwig then hit 
me with his right hand across the left hand side 
of my face. He had a newspaper in his left hand 
and he hit me on the face with it*. He took a 
piece of wood which was lying in the office and 
hit me on the hip with the piece of wood. Capt 
Struwig told me at this stage that another 
detainee, Alan Fine, was dead and that he had 
committed suicide the previous night because I was 
talking too much. I found out later that this 
information was not true and that in fact Alan 
Fine was alive. Capt Olivier told me that this 
was going to be a very long week for me. After my 
interrogation that day, I contemplated suicide, 
but was too exhausted and dispirited to actually 
do it.



18. The next day, Sunday 15 November 1981, Maj Abrie,
Lt van Aswegen, W/O Prince, and Const Judy Knight 
arrived at my cell. These security policemen took 
me to an office in the Vereeniging police station 
and subjected me to the most intensive 
interrogation session that I had had. Maj Abrie 
said that I had better co-operate now because they 
were going to take me to a place where I had never 
ever been before in my life.

19. The interrogation session started at about noon on 
that day. I was interrogated in Successive three 
hour shifts by the three security policemen, Maj 
Abrie, W/0 Prince and Lt van Aswegen. I was not 
allowed any food. That night, while the one 
security policeman was interrogating me the others 
would sleep or rest on stretchers next door the 
office. I was not allowed to sleep that night.
At about 08h00 on Monday 16 November 1981, Lt 
Naude, Capt Olivier and W/0 Deetlefs took over the 
interrogation. I was finally allowed back to my 
cell at about mid-day on that day.

20. When I got back to my cell the magistrate Mr 
Killian was there but I was too exhausted to lay 
any complaints.



21. During the period of my detention under Section 6 
and Section 22, there was always general pressure 
upon me to implicate as many people as possible. 
There was also specific pressure upon me to 
implicate 1 ^gett. I had been a friend of Dr
Aggett for some years before my detention. 
Furthermore, I had sent a document to the ANC 
entitled "Close Comrades" which document was 
exhibit 'B3' in the treason trial against me, and, 
I attach hereto a copy of that document marked 
'B 1. As can be seen from the document, I referred 
in that document to an "advisory ‘reference 
person", and as I testified in my trial, I knew 
that Neil was not an ANC person. This is because 
I once had a discussion with him about the Fatties 
and Monis boycott, and he disagreed with me as to 
how it should be approached. When I referred his 
opinions to Marius Skoon of the ANC in Botswana, 
he was interested in Dr Aggett's position but 
indicated that he knew very little about him. He 
said that the ANC had given no instructions on the 
Fatties and Monis boycott to stop. Both Lt 
Whitehead and Lt van Aswegen had conversations 
with me about Dr Aggett and Liz Floyd. They both 
seemed to be interested in three aspects of their 
life:



21.1 the fact that they had chosen to live very 
simply;

21.2 the fact that they did not seem committed to 
making money, whereas as doctors they could 
have been living on a far grander scale and 
earning more money;

21.3 personal details of the relationship between 
Neil and Liz.

They were also very suspicious of* the fact that 
Neil was a White doctor who was working in an 
independent, non-racial trade union. Lt Whitehead 
was particularly interested in whether he was a 
member of the Right Left, whether he was a 
Communist and whether he was a member of the ANC. 
He told me that Dr Aggett and Liz Floyd were not 
co-operating.

22. I am available to give evidence at the inquest.



I CERTIFY that the Deponent has acknowledged that she 
knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 
which was signed and sworn to before me at 
on the day of 1982

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 
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