
The fact that he had so little rest only came 
to ray notice after the death. Whitehead had 
no instructions from me as to how to conduct 
the further intensive interrogation.

I do not know if Whitehead planned further 
interrogation for the next Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. I would not of necessity have 
been told if it had been planned.

Depending on the circumstances of the 
interrogation and depending upon the consent, 
I might well have agreed to further 
interrogation.

He was at that stage beginning to expose 
names and eliciting information we considered 
necessary.

During that period new names were mentioned.

If I remember correctly and if I read the 
statements correctly, these notes were in his 
own hand.**

I am not prepared to divulge the new names.

The new names will be clarified by future 
witnesses. The new names involve the 
commission of offences.

The new names need not be in the statement 
but they could have been verbal 
revelations.**

I cannot remember when I was told about the 
important revelations. Cronwright told me.
I did not ask him why they were not recorded.

They could have been revealed to Whitehead
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who told Cronwright. I have not read 
Whitehead's affidavit. I have not read 
Cronwright's affidavit.

929 I find it difficult to c o m m e r t h a t  they did
not say this in their aff davit.. At the 
time of making their affidavits, they could 
perhaps have not thought it relevant for the 
purposes of this enquiry. I am still not 
prepared to reveal the names.

929 I deny that this information never took place
and that my officers are tendering it to 
justify their actions.

930 On these revelations an application was
directed to head office for the arrest of 
additional persons.**

930 This was shortly before the death of Dr
Aggett. Nobody was actually arrested. 
Permission was not granted.

931 Bizos puts that statements do not show
offences by anyone except possibly minor 
offences and then asks how the interrogators 
knew that the information was not false and 
that Dr Aggett was innocent - Answer: The 
assumed innocence would eventually have been 
proved after eliciting all the facts. The 
matter is sub judice but the contention of 
the Attorney-General is that a conclusive 
case or cases have been made out. These may 
have implicated Dr Aggett had he been alive.

931 The interrogator knows his position in regard
to the interrogation from other information 
at hand at the time.

931 The interrogation is not conducted with the
aim of proving the guilt or innocence of the 
person being interrogated. It is conducted 
to elicit information.



I must accept that the investigators and 
interrogators were not satisfied that Aggett 
had disclosed sufficient or all his evidence 
or knowledge relating to the investigation.

The interrogator knows from the weight ^ r 
other information that Dr Aggett was no>, 
correct.

The brigadier hands in certain documents and 
correspondence.

Bizos puts in certain documents in regard to 
a claim for damages where the Department of 
Police paid R6 500,00 as damages.

The responsible member of the force is no 
longer engaged on investigations or 
interrogations. I do not know of any 
disciplinary action taken. I should have 
known as officer commanding.

I was involved in the Mokhale case. It is 
possible that Mr Struwig was involved in 
that. I cannot remember the details of the 
decision of the Appellate Division.

Bizos hands in case No 329/79 in which the 
Appellate Division judgment was given on 2 
June 1981.

It is possible that this judgment came to my 
notice.

Struwig is still on my staff. He is still 
interrogating people.

I want senior members of my staff present to 
monitor what is said here. He has been 
monitoring on my behalf.
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947 If he had obtained a false confession from a
person, I am still satisfied that Struwig is 
acceptable to me as a member of my staff.

947 I did not try to find out what Mr Justice
Rabie said about his evidence.

947 He is not necessarily a reliable
interrogator, but he is a reliable member of 
my staff.

947 He has been interrogating people since 2 June
1981.

948 I cannot remember the circumstances of the
case.

948 If the finding of the AD is correct, I would,
as his commanding officer, still feel safe 
leaving a detainee in his hands.

949 I remember informing Gen Coetzee of the
circumstances but I don't know if other 
people conveyed messages to him.

949 It is possible that Gen Coetzee said that the
doctor had been visited by an officer every 
half hour on the night of his death.

949 It is possible that the general got the
information from me. If I told him, I got 
the information from police registers and 
from intimations of people responsible.

949 I do not remember giving a thought to the
question of whether he was visited every half 
hour.

I cannot even recall that I was told that he 
had been visited every half hour.
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1 950 Any statement by Gen Geldenhuys would come on
information not necessarily given by me.

3 950 The station commander, the district
commandant and other people might have told 
Gen Geldenhuys.

10 950 I cannot recall telling the general that Dr
Aggett was visited 30 minutes before he was 
discovered dead.

26 950 It stands out in my mind very clearly that I
saw him on the 3rd and had a brief 
conversation with him.

25 June 1982

Cross-examination of Muller continues

20 952 Struwig is not solely engaged on
interrogation. He is an expert at bomb 
disposal. He is reliable, trustworthy and 
useful.

31 952 It may be that the AD was satisfied that he
induced people falsely to implicate 
themselves.

10 953 He is still employed to interrogate people.
I still have faith in him, despite the A D 1s 
findings.

12 953 I have visited the cells on the second floor
at intervals. I would have visited them 
during December/January but I had no records. 
I would not make a record in the occurrences 
book. It is not necessary.

30 953 I am familiar with the matter printed on the
section 6 warrant.



I am familiar with the provision about 
exercise.

I had a member on duty at the cells in whom I 
had faith and trust. I was given the 
assurance that the necessary was done.

By pure arithmetic, it would not necessarily 
have been impossible for MacPherson to 
exercise each of the detainees for half hour 
periods.

It is possible for three or four detainees to 
exercise during the same period. It is 
possible that it happened.

I do not know whether it happened.

I was given the assurance that Dr Aggett was 
given this right of exercise.

It was my responsibility to see that he had 
this right.

On the assurances given to me, I can assure 
the court that this right was given to Dr 
Aggett. I did not personally attend to 
exercise.

I am familiar with the provision in clause 8 
in regard to the application of the prison 
regulations.

I agree that he was entitled to at least what 
a convicted prisoner is entitled to. And 
also at least to what an av/aiting trial is 
entitled to.
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awaiting trial or convicted prisoner is 
entitled to.

956 The provisions relate to safe custody, safe
treatment, exercise, washing facilities, etc.

957 1 agree the warrant accorded him certain
limited rights. I agree that the less rights 
one has, the more important it is that he 
should be given those limited rights.

957 I agree he was entitled to be treated as an
awaiting trial prisoner. I was satisfied 
that he was accorded every facility possible.

958 Bizos puts that regulation 113 provides,
"Weather conditions permitting a prisoner who 
does not perform outdoor work shall take 
daily exercise for one hour in the open air 
provided that the Commissioner may, in any 
special case, approve that such exercise be 
taken for only half an hour daily."

958 I knew of the existence of this regulation,

958 If strictly applied, only the Commissioner
can reduce the period of exercise.

958 The rights of Dr Aggett were expanded, it was
an hour's exercise, not half an hour's 
exercise.

958 There was no reason why the regulation was
not complied with. MacPherson had no right 
to depart from it without the authority of an 
officer. Only the Commissioner can depart 
from the regulation.

959 The Commissioner never gave any permission to
limit the right.



The regulation refers to "weather conditions 
permitting" - there were some good days in 
December and January.

It is not possible in the case of a section 6 
detainee to have exercise in ’..he ■'pen air.
The circumstances preclude th.s.

No small yard is available.

A section 6 detainee does not get exercise in 
the open. I can cite cases where detainees 
have been taken out jogging. Dr Aggett was 
not taken jogging.

People from the second floor were taken 
jogging but I will not mention names. There 
is only one name that I know of.

At the stage of Dr Aggett's interrogation, 
jogging was not possible.

During the days when Dr Aggett was not being 
interrogated, he could well have been 
actively engaged in making notes.

He could have been making notes in his cell.

I do not know if Dr Aggett was granted the 
right of having paper and pencil in the cell.

I am not aware of the procedures that were 
followed with him.

I deny that Dr Aggett was locked up in his 
cell at weekends without coming out at all. 
Members are placed on duty to attend to the 
needs of detainees.



During December/January there was a security 
officer on the second floor to allow Dr 
Aggett to come out of his cell.

If evidence has been given that the security 
police go away with the keys on Fridays, that 
evidence is wrong. The SB does attend to 
prisoners over weekends.

I hear in this court for the first time that 
the practice was to lock up detainees on 
Fridays and leave them there throughout the 
weekend.*

I issued specific instructions that the 
procedure was to be followed and I was given 
specific assurances that the procedure was 
followed. The instruction was that prisoners 
are to be attended to over the weekends and 
this was given to Cronwright.*

Cronwright assured me that this happened.

If they did not have exercise and washing 
facilities over weekends, it was against my 
instructions.

It is possible that the person present was 
not there when the uniform branch handed the 
food through the grille. It was on my 
instructions that the keys to the padlocks 
were in the possession of the SB.

The person in the charge office knew about 
the keys.

Had they reported to the charge office, the 
charge office would have told them about the 
keys.



Line

15

29 

19

30 

1

16

29

18

28

Page

965 I was aware of the register kept about •
exercise and complaints but I did not go 
through it.

965 I cannot agree that the register is filled in
mechanically.

966 Looking at the register I would not become
suspicious that it is being filled in 
mechanically.

966 An interrogation does not mean an absolute
grilling.

967 An interrogation is a matter of a question
being put, the detainee has the opportunity 
to stand up, to walk around, to think, to 
debate the question, etc ad infinitum.

967 If interrogation is conducted in the way in
which it is being conducted here, it is 
certainly unpleasant.

967 Dr Aggett did not have the degree of
protection that I have here.

968 I did not say that a person who is being
interrogated is not entitled to exercise.

968 The register shows that no exercise took
place in the cells when Dr Aggett was being 
interrogated.

969 Facilities do exist for exercise at the
offices. They are offices, not interrogation 
rooms.

The exercise in the offices is not a case of 
forcing a person to do certain forms of 
exercise.
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969 I have experience of interrogation, the
person gets an opportunity to walk around and 
to stand. At times he walks around and 
requests an opportunity to stretch his arms 
and to stretch his legs. This falls within 
the ambit of exercise.**

969 If he wished to do press-ups, he would be
given the opportunity.

970 Officers are not there in the position of
inquisitors. They are not there to 
interrogate without any break. There is a 
mental strain on an interrogator as well. He 
needs breaks.

970 The interrogator has the right to go to the
tearoom or the club. He would have to stay 
to safeguard the prisoner during exercise.

9 70 The campbeds are there for periods and they
are not there for periods. They belong to
the police department, we borrow them from
the riot squad. They have the equipment. My
men at times go out into the veld for 
investigation. Camping equipment is kept in 
our office for a fair period.

971 I did not see any equipment there on 28/31
January. I was given the assurance they were 
there.

971 Cronwright assured me,

971 I have no knowledge of any other detainee
spending the night during that period. I 
can't say offhand if anyone was on duty on 
the night of 4/5.

My men work at all hours. Very often we are 
engaged in our own activities throughout the 
night. It isn't funny to find the lights of
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the SB working, 
night.

We often work during the

972 Now referring to the circular instruction, 
Exhibit AA4. The first signature is that of 
Col Olivier. The date in each case is 1978.

973 My own signature does not appear.

973 It is correct that I did not yesterday recall 
this document originally. One can argue that 
it had gone to the back of my mind.

973 I cannot make out the signatures of any of 
the officers who interrogated Dr Aggett.

974 The signatures of Whitehead, Van Schalkwyk 
and Carr do not appear.

974 I cannot recall asking Cronwriqht or De Bruin 
to read the circular.

974 My own feelings on the matter in this 
document are very well known. I constantly 
address my men on the overall content of what 
is entailed regarding the treatment of 
detainees.

975 I am aware that a detainee finds himself at
the mercy of my staff and I strongly require 
that he be attended to in a decent manner.
The reason for the continual reminders is to 
ensure myself that the security and safety of 
detainees remain uppermost in their minds.

975 I would not agree that the complaints of Dr
Aggett were dealt with within the spirit of 
this directive.
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seven days before his complaint of 18 January- 
reached me.

976 The detainee is potentially theoretically a
helpless person.

976 I am not competent to comment on the delay.
I had nothing to do with it. It was not the 
responsibility of my office. The postal 
authorities could be blamed.

976 Once the complaint reached my office, it was
dealt with expeditiously.

976 I did not know that Mrs Blom was assigned to
the matter. The matter is referred to the 
CID and I do not interfere or recommend after 
that.

977 It is not possible for an investigating
officer to see an SB detainee without 
arranging with the SB.

977 It was not a necessity that there would at
least be a lieutenant present with Dr Aggett,

977 I was aware that complaints were taken on the
tenth floor. I saw nothing sinister in it 
and it is not outside the spirit of the 
document AA4.

978 The complainant is in private with the person
attending to his complaint, wherever that may 
b e .

978 I imagine those interrogating the doctor are
ultimately responsible for him.

If something is done wrong, then the ultimate 
responsibility rests with the Department of



Police investigating the complaint.

Regarding the delay of 10 days before the 
complaint is brought to the notice of the 
Divisional. Commissioner, I would say that a 
cold impersonal examination would show that 
it is nc : a reasonable period. But other 
factors come into bearing, and other 
administrative matters pertaining to the 
functions of the CID with which I am not au 
fait.

The circular instruction says that there must 
be an immediate investigation. There was no 
delay in my office.

I purposely do not have a procedure to check 
on the investigation of a complaint. The 
moment a complaint leaves my office, I 
distance myself from making any enquiries 
about the investigation.

It is right that a complaint of assault 
should be referred to my Department because 
the doctor may prescribe medication and we 
must know about it.

Nanabhai made a serious complaint and the 
doctor's report was handed to the member of 
the SB who took him to the doctor. I imagine 
that it would have been in an envelope.

The report is not marked confidential.

I cannot agree that there is a risk of 
further unlawful treatment if the security 
man reads the report.

The fact that a man has made a complaint 
indicates that he has facilities to complain. 
If there is an abuse, he has a similar 
opportunity to complain.
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983 I assume that I got Nanabhai's complaint on 
13th. It was forwarded for investigation on 
14th. I took no further steps.

17 983 I did not know about Nanabhai's background. 
It was beyond my scope to give thei 
whether his allegation might be true.

984 I did not apply my mind to whether his 
complaint was true or not. That is a 
function of an independent department.

984 Cronwright would have access to the report. 
People interrogating Nanabhai would possibly 
have access to the report.

29 984 Nanabhai's complaint could have been true.

985 An internal investigation of my own would 
negate the complaint. I regularly brought 
the matter to the attention of members of my 
staff. It would be a very naive man who 
carries on with assaults when he knows that a 
complaint of assault is being investigated 
against him.

985 I do not know if I first read of electric
shocks in Nanabhai's statement.

It is beyond the scope of my responsibility 
to make an immediate investigation on 
learning of Nanabhai1s complaint.

It is because of my responsibility to take 
all necessary steps that I have complaints of 
this nature investigated independently of my 
influence.

986 It is possible that it was 20 days after
Nanabhai's complaint had been received that a 
statement was taken from him.



I draw attention to the fact that the 
circular says that the immediate 
investigation must preferably be conducted by 
an independent branch of the force.

I was not aware of any delays.

Momoniat's complaint was received on 5 
February and referred to the investigation 
department on 8 February. 5 February was a 
traumatic day, it was Friday and Monday, 8 
was the first day for taking necessary 
action.

I am not qualified to comment on why 
Momoniat's statement was only taken on 19 
February, 17 days after the event.

No complaint by Dr Aggett was drawn to my 
attention while he was at John Vorster 
Square. It might have been brought to the 
attention of men under my command.

I do not know about Mrs Jill Burger's visit 
to Gen Coetzee on 12 January. I can't 
comment. I do not know whether any steps 
were taken to alter the position of Dr Aggett 
after 12 January.

None of the symptoms mentioned by Coleman, 
Njikelana, Lerumo and Ngwenya were present 
when I saw Dr Aggett on 3rd. I could hardly 
say that he was in a 'gemoedelike stemming1 
but he was not a troubled person. He 
responded spontaneously to me and I have a 
vague recollection of him saying that surely 
this detention cannot carry on forever.

This was on 3rd.

Anxiety is certainly an element in the 
guidelines.



Line

3

8

15

3

10

26

28

1

7

23

Page

991 It is possible that 20 people have committed
suicide in detention.

991 The cells at John Vorster Square do have
cross bars from which a person can hang 
himself with an article of clothing.

991 Dr Aggett had already been in detention for
two-and-a-half months. There are cells that 
have been modified so that suicide would be 
extremely difficult. The bars are 
eliminated.

992 It was not necessary while interrogation was
on the go to have continuous attention to Dr 
Aggett as contemplated by the report.

992 Dr Aggett did not appear to be in a state of
anxiety or a morbid state when I saw him.

992 The haphazard sequence of visits to the cells
has been drawn to my attention. I did not 
know about it while Dr Aggett was in 
detention.

99 2 I did not take any steps to find out about
regular visits to detainees.

993 I had given all the necessary instructions
and I did not interfere with it.

993 The person to whom the instructions are given
remains responsible. I do not take personal 
responsibility.

993 I did go down to inspect the work being done
by MacPherson. This was fairly often but I 
have no record.



Line

15

27

28

15

4

12

30

8

Cross-

Page

people to withdraw their complaints. Had I 
known I would have taken immediate steps. I 
disapprove in the strongest terms.

994 The minute a complaint is reported my head
office is informed and the outcome is also 
notified to head office.

994 I do not agree that the conditions were not
up to scratch at the death of Dr Aggett and 
that they improved after his death.

994 Bizos puts that evidence will be given that
the manner of interrogation, the conditions 
of detention, the manner in relation to 
exercise, visits by relatives all changed 
markedly after Dr Aggett's death.**

995 Bizos says this will come from the
statements.

996 Bizos puts that the questions will be on a
hypothetical basis at this point.

996 It was granting permission to have items in
the cell which put Dr Aggett in a position to 
perform the deed. Visits were allowed, 
snacks, items of clothing were permitted.

996 I am not conceding that conditions improved
at all.

997 A telex is not used in all cases,

examination bv Schabort

Use was made of telexes in connection with 
complaints in the past.
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997 All these privileges were allowed to ease the
conditions of detention. I am not aware of 
any requests which he made to which no heed 
was aiven.**

998 The information we have was that people were
busy with a conspiracy for the overthrowing 
of order in the State, that the conspiracy 
was in conjunction with and on the 
instructions of certain unlawful 
organisations, that the conspiracy involved 
certain facets of activities and that it was 
countrywide.

998 In this context a number of people were
detained. Altogether 57 were detained.

9 98 The conspiracy was countrywide and we needed
people with specialised knowledge in 
particular areas.

9 99 These members were charged with an
investigation. Each facet was not given to 
particular members. The instructions and the 
tasks varied. The members were not members 
of a squad.

9 99 No lectures were given to them to make them a
unit. There were no lectures on how to 
investigate. They were not all there for the 
whole period.

1000 It is not correct that section 22 was abused.
Where we were satisfied that there was 
sufficient knowledge or that a person was 
sufficiently implicated, then we would put 
questions to him and he was free to answer 
the questions or to remain quiet.

1000 During this period people were discharged at
the end of the section 22 period. I was in 
general charge of all aspects of security 
work.



Line

29

5

18

24

29

5

15

26

Page

1000 I have experience of detainees sending
through messages that they are ready to talk.

1001 There are cases of people who are left in
their cells and then they let it be known 
that they wish to talk. There is no 
investigation unit as such. These men of 
mine are investigating officers.

1001 From my side the position is that nothing
must be done to interfere with the visits of 
the inspector or the magistrate. These 
people arrive unannounced.

1001 I know that Mr Mouton is an inspector of
detainees.

1001 Mouton could get to the tenth floor without
my knowing it. He knows some of my men and 
he could address his requests direct to him.

1002 Throughout the time I was aware that these
officials were making these visits.

1002 I now remember that after the Goch Street
murders, a doctor did come to the tenth 
floor. The detainees are taken to the 
doctor's rooms because we have not got the 
proper facilities in our offices.

1002 Neither I nor my personnel were aware of the
complaints to Sgt Blom. I only heard about 
the detail after his death.

100 3 Everytime I saw Dr Aggett, he was relaxed.
He appeared healthy. He was calm and quiet. 
He never showed any excitement or depression.

He was courteous and friendly to m e . I was 
the same towards him. I saw no change in him 
with the passage of time.
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1003 He would have appeared more spontaneous at
some times than at others.

1004 Dr Aggett expressed the hope that the
detention would come to an end.

1004 I regarded it as a facetious expression 
because he made it in that spirit.

1004 I did not see it as a morbid warning of
suicide, I saw it as a humorous optimistic 
proposition. He was aware that I was head of 
the security branch. He was sitting at a 
table and was busy writing his notes. There 
was nothing unusual about his speech. He had 
no red mark on his forehead.

1005 Shortly after the beginning of the
investigation it was brought to my attention 
that one of the detainees gave names of 
persons implicated in the conspiracy and that 
that person was very heartsore because he had 
made the revelation. I called the person to 
my office - it was after hours - and I had a 
very 'gemoedelike' and friendly discussion 
with him. I then told him that for his own 
rest and for my comfort, he should spend the 
night in my office. It was a female and I 
had a female member of my staff woken to sit 
there while this person slept. This is the 
person to whom I referred earlier in my 
evidence.* *

1005 If I had noticed anything similar about Dr
Aggett, I would have taken at least the 
precautions indicated.

1005 Dr Aggett did not appear exhausted.

1006 The purpose of my visits is to see that the
detainee is physically well and to find out 
whether he has complaints and to be available 
to deal with any requests which he makes.
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There is no reason why people should not put 
a complaint to me.**

10 06 None of the seven people who have made
affidavits made any complaints to me.

100 6 I cannot remember one complaint which was
ever put to me.**

1007 It was an upsetting day because a person in
my custody had taken his life. He was in my 
care and I was very upset.

1008 In my experience there was only one previous
suicide at John Vorster Square - by a man 
called Wellington. He committed suicide on 
the second day of his detention. He hanged 
himself in a cell with a strap plaited from 
his cell blankets.

1008 And then I know about Mr Timol. His case was
on the fifth day of his detention.

1008 Timol was nine years ago and the case of
Jasibane about five years ago. During this 
time some 2 200 people have been held at John 
Vorster Square by the SB.

1009 Suicide is viewed in a very serious light.
Where it is humanly possible to notice that a 
danger of such like exists, the necessary 
measures are taken. The grille is introduced 
precisely for this.

1009 We never consulted experts about the length
of intensive questioning.

1009 The guideline is that if a person does not
feel well, the interrogation must be stopped 
immediately. He would be given a chance to 
rest. If there is a medical reason, he would
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be immediately taken to a doctor for the 
necessary attention.**

1009 We have no difficulty in getting the services
of a District Surgeon. People -re also 
referred for other medical s.oeola ;.sed 
services such as psychiatric services.

1010 Confession can be of enormous use to the
investigator in the further investigation of 
the case.

1010 An involuntary confession is of no use to
us. **

1011 We decide that a person can be released on a
full and satisfactory answering of questions. 
We can achieve this after a global analysis 
of the available information and weighing the 
various facets of information.

1011 Sometimes I do this personally but the
procedure is that it is referred to the 
Commissioner with the necessary 
recommendation.

1011 I knew that the deceased had given certain
names and that it was of importance in 
connection with a certain case.

1011 These names were in the hand of the deceased
himself. I am not prepared to make this 
document available.

1011 There are information and names. This
information was given on 3rd.

1012 The complaints register was introduced to
protect the police against complaints about 
no exercise, about no food and about no 
washing facilities.** It is not prescribed



by regulation - it was our own initiative.

1012 It could be that because on occasion the
deceased was out on investigation or under 
interrogation that he did not get exercise,

22 1012 I would accept it if a man said he had
already exercised in his cell.

10 1013 Dr Aggett1s cell was big enough to exercise. 
There was no place for people to exercise at 
John Vorster Square.

Examination of Muller by the assessor

25 1013 I rang Dr Nielsen and Prof Scheepers because 
a previous pathologist had said he would like 
to see the body in the position where it was 
found.

I personally did not see a necessity for 
this. The doctor did not visit the scene.

15 1014 On the insistence of the pathologist, I did 
not cut the ligature round the neck.

20 1014 I saw a pale face,

25 1014 Medicine on the tenth floor is prescribed by 
the District Surgeon and it is kept in 
custody by the people on duty at the cells.

1014 I do not know about the variety of medicines 
in the medicine chests. There may be 
sleeping pills and drugs.

1015 If a person asks for a sleeping pill, the 
officer on duty on the tenth floor could give



it to him if this was recommended by a 
doctor.

15 1015 Dr Aggett's statement, "Surely this detention
cannot go on forever", I saw as a 
lighthearted expression. Detainees often 
referred jokingly to detention.

20 1015 One could refer to these words as facetious,
lighthearted, joking.

21 1015 By facetious I mean lighthearted.

25 1015 These joking words were used on the same day
as the doctor was mentioning the names. I 
seem to recall that the mentioning of the 
names was first mentioned to me in the late 
afternoon of 3rd or perhaps on 4th.

1016 Some argument on the question of access to
the document. Court says it is not prepared 
to decide now and wants to hear submissions.

1019 Maj A B Cronwright is called.

1 1020 My duties involve the researching of
information that comes in, the handling of 
informers, investigation of offences under 
the Terrorism Act and under the National 
Security Laws and sabotage attacks. This 
investigation began in September 1981.

1020 The head of the investigating team assigned 
to Aggett was originally Cpt Naude.

20 1020 Other people assigned to the team were W/O
Carr who helped sometimes, there was Van 
Schalkwvk, Whitehead, Deetlefs, Visser and 
perhaps still two or three more.



Initially the people allocated were Naude, De 
Bruin and Carr.

I was definitely not satisfied with the 
initial statement. According to the 
information and other statements, Dr Aggett 
was not telling the truth.

That was when Naude was still in charge.

When Dr Aggett came from Pretoria, I asked Lt 
Maghoro to leave his office to take away the 
documents, files, etc because I needed the 
office for questioning. His office was then 
used to question Dr Aggett until 8 January. 
Then we moved to another office because the 
lieutenant was finding it inconvenient. We 
then went to Lt Woensdrecht1s office, which I 
think is numbered 1020.

I never received any complaints from Dr 
Aggett himself. My office is on the tenth 
floor.

As the days go on, I move from office to 
office and sometimes from floor to floor. I 
often saw Dr Aggett on the tenth floor. We 
had a normal relationship. I would describe 
him as a reasonably calm person and a very 
definite person. If he said I'm not going to 
talk to you, then he would not talk to you.
If he said he was prepared to talk, then he 
would talk. I never saw him depressed.

The first time I heard of the incriminating 
evidence of the doctor was the day before we 
composed the telex together - that would be 3 
February.

We composed the telex on 4th. It was an 
application for further arrests and we also 
gave the information which led to the 
application. "Dit is in 'n kantoor daar naby



- ek dink dit was 1012 - ons het nou nie in 
mv kantoor gesit nie, Whitehead en ek het 
gepraat daar in die gang, en ek glo dat 
Aggett het seker gehoor wat ons daar praat. 
Dat Dr Aggett kon hoor wat ons gepraat het."

24 1023 On 3rd I asked him to compile the telex. On
the morning of 4th he said he had some 
problems and he did not have knowledge on how 
to motivate such a telex and therefore I 
asked him to bring me the writing and I would 
help him with the composition of the 
telex.***

31 1023 It was written out.

1024 Aggett was in the vicinity I believe of 1012. 
The telex was sent off on 4th after I had 
shown it to Brig Muller. We did not get 
permission.**

13 1024 That case is now having intensive
investigation.

26 1024 Bizos objects - asks for the evidence to be 
struck out and the court says it will have to 
decide.

Cross-examination bv Bizos ----——--------- ---------------

1025 I saw the doctor sometimes up to three times
per day. I was on duty on 4 January.

1025 I cannot remember specific dates but if Dr
Aggett was being interrogated on a particular 
day, then I would have visited him on that 
day. That would have been in Lt Maghoro's 
office.

I have not seen Dr Aggett's statement to Sgt 
Blom. Not even in preparing for this case."



6 1027 I cannot explain why Dr Aggett complained to
the magistrate and to Sgt Blom and did not 
complain to me.

1027 Dr Aggett had no reason to be frightened of
m e .

1028 I became aware of the complaint to Magistrate
Wessels. The complaint was brought to my 
office.

28 June 1982

Cross-examination of Cronwright continues

1030 Cronwright hands in a plan. Corrects what he
said yesterday. The office in which Dr 
Aggett was was 1020 when the telex was being 
composed.

1031 I have not even seen Dr Aggett1s statement in
a newspaper report. While I like reading 
newspapers, the work has become so much that 
in the last two months I have not had time.

13 10 31 I did want to know how it came about that Dr
Aggett hanged himself. When he was found 
dead, I had various pieces of information. I 
knew that he had complained to the 
magistrate. And Sgt Blom had made 
arrangements with me to take the statement on
4 February.

30 1031 It did not occur to me to find out why he
committed suicide. An officer was detached 
to do this. I would help him and answer any 
questions.

I did v/onder about the suicide but 
unfortunately I am not a psychologist - I am 
still wondering.



18 1032 The suicide did upset me and concern me. I
was personally worried about it.

25 1Q32 There are instructions from head office to
employ people outside the security police and 
we don't interfere at all.

1 1033 I was personally concerned about the suicide
but I did not have the right to ask for that 
statement.

1033 I cannot say whether inhuman treatment could
lead to suicide. I am not an expert.

9 1033 It is possible that ill-treatment could lead
to suicide but I can't say.

25 1033 I reject the allegation that I do not care or
that I know that we ill-treated him.

5 1034 I deny that I took no interest in his
complaint.

10 1034 Cpt Victor approached me the morning the body
was found. I did not have a discussion with 
Victor that morning on whether it was my duty 
to tell him everything.**

27 1034 I discussed nothing that morning with Victor.

30 1034 Has great difficulty in answering the 
question on what his duty was and what he 
considered his duty to be.**

1035 I did not, on the morning of 5th, consider it
my duty to tell Victor of any information I 
had because I had no such information at that 
stage.
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1035 I did not mention the complaint to Sgt Blom
that morning because I did not regard that as 
the case of the suicide.

1035 At that stage I har3 no information that he
had been mistreated.

1036 The reason why I did not tell Victor about
the assault complaint was that, if I 
correctly remember, Victor already had 
information about the complaint and he knew 
that a statement had been taken. As far as I 
know, Sgt Blom is under his command.

1036 I made my affidavit in this case on 11
February.

I037 In this particular investigation, I was in
charge. I was in charge of the 
documentation.

1037 In my files was the magistrate's letter of li
January. It is possibly an important 
document.

1037 I did not consider it an important document
in regard to the death. It was just an 
allegation which had to be investigated.

1038 I cannot explain why the magistrate's report 
is the one which comes from the Minister.

1040 I look at the court copy of Mr Wessels's
report. It comes from the Department of 
Justice.

I cannot explain why the police copy is not 
in the court file. I have the same document 
in my office.
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10 40 In my ov/n affidavit, when I said I did not
know about complaints, I was speaking from my 
own knowledge and not about the complaint to 
the magistrate.

1041 I was aware that an allegation had t , i
to the magistrate.**

1041 Bizos points out that Victor's affidavit does
also not mention the complaint to the 
magistrate. Cronwright says that it could be 
a coincidence that neither his copy nor 
Victor's copy of the magistrate's report was 
placed before the magistrate but that someone 
in Pretoria thought it pertinent to send a 
copy.* *

1042 I know what's going on on the tenth floor.
If an allegation was made, I called my 
investigators in and they denied the 
allegations. I was satisfied that they were 
unfounded.

1042 I called in my investigators the same day as
I received the magistrate's report. That 
would be 25 January. I called in Whitehead 
and Van Schalkwyk. Just the two of them.

1043 I had no reason at that stage to doubt their
word.

1043 I had no reason to believe that Dr Aggett
would withhold anything from me. He was 
altogether normal and calm.**

1043 I did not discuss with him the allegation of
assault because of the instruction from 
Pretoria.

1044 I have not said that I asked Dr Aggett about
complaints. I asked him if it went well with 
him and if he was still happy. I asked him
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if he had any requests

1044 I never asked him about complaints. I
believe that if he had complaints, he would 
have raised them.

1044 We have instructions from Pretoria.

1045 I would have been in my office on 4 January,

1045 We are not advised beforehand of inspectors
visits.

1045 I think I received a copy of Mr Mouton1s
report. I cannot say when. On 6 January I 
was not aware of the magistrate's visit. I 
would have only learnt about it when I got 
his report.

1047 I think that the visits are vital and also
for the purposes of hearing whether detainees 
have any requests.

1047 Later in January, when I got these reports, I 
spoke to MacPherson and asked what the 
problem was with the visits.

1048 MacPherson said that these people are alwavs
in a hurry because they've got to see a lot 
of detainees. I went so far as to bring the 
matter to the attention of Col Olivier. I 
cannot remember that I did anything about 
this matter before 18 January.

1049 I accept that Mr Wessels tried to see Dr
Aggett on 1 February.

1050 I do not see any pattern in these missed
visits. It is pure coincidence. If these 
people had contacted me or Brig Muller, they
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could have seen the detainee,

1051 MacPherson has no instructions to put off the
magistrate or inspector if people are not in 
the cells.

1051 I would do nothing to frustrate the right of
a detainee to see the magistrate or 
inspector.

1051 It would not be protocol to ring up Mr Mouton
or Mr Wessels. I reported to Col Olivier. I 
believe steps were taken.

1052 I believe that I have proper control over my
investigators.

1052 What Dr Aggett described as having happened
on 4 January could not have happened on the 
tenth floor without my knowledge.

1052 It is correct that people can hear from one
office to another, particularly if the 
offices are directly opposite or alongside 
each other.

1053 So it is possible that when Dr Aggett made
the complaint, he knew that the whole tenth 
floor could give evidence to contradict him.

1053 There are from time to time allegations made
during detention and after release about 
assaults. To date not one of these cases has 
appeared before the court.

1053 I regard these allegations as false,

I would have done my best to see that the 
detainees were available for the magistrate 
and the inspector.
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1054 I am not standing here for the personnel who
investigate complaints. I can't explain how
seriously they take the cases. I was at John 
Vorster Square during May 1978.

1056 I know of a civil case instituted arising out
of matters at John Vorster Square. I was not 
in charge then. I was on the tenth floor but 
not in charge. I do not know what amount was 
paid. I know about an amount paid to a Black 
woman.

1056 I only know of a man called Nanabhai who
complained to me about an assault and whom I 
allowed to go to the doctor. He came back 
and handed over the doctor's report to me. I 
did not ask him about his allegations but I 
said that I would send on the report so that 
there could be a proper investigation.

1056 I know of complaints placed before the
magistrate by other detainees.

1057 I know about allegations by Aggett and others
of being electrically shocked. As far as I 
know, it was just Dr Aggett and one other 
person.

I know that electric shock is serious because 
it can lead to death if municipal power is 
used.

I know of one or two cases many years ago 
where criminals made allegations that a 
mechanism was used and not ordinarv current.

1057 When I heard this allegation, I did not
search the homes or motor cars but I did 
search the offices. I looked for loose wires 
to see if wires had been put in the wall 
plugs and I couldn't find such wires.
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1058 It was only after his death that we received 
a report about the second assault from the 
office of the District Commandant or the 
Divisional Commissioner and then I learnt for 
the first time of the second alleged assault 
on Dr Aggett.

1058 it could have been a week or two after his
death.

1058

1059

I know that Dr Aggett was kept on the tenth 
floor from 28 to 30. That had my approval.

1059 Whitehead came to my office and reported that
he and Aggett had agreed that Aggett now 
wished to write out a full statement and that 
he wished to get the questioning behind him. 
At that stage Aggett had been taken back to 
the cells. I then told Whitehead that if 
Aggett was prepared to give his full 
co-operation and wished to complete the 
questioning, then he could go ahead on the 
understanding that he must get his rest and 
his sleep during the night and that he must 
inform me regularly during the night if the 
man is sleeping restfully or not. He must 
also get his food and he must be regularly 
served with tea and coffee. I also told 
Whitehead that there are campbeds in the 
office which we would soon have to hand back 
to the task force and that he could make use 
of this to let the man sleep in the office.**

1059 To summarise, this long stay was with Dr
Aggett's consent.

I won't answer the question as to why he 
should then complain about this on 4 
February.

I can't explain what another must explain in 
regard to the omission of these circumstances 
from Whitehead's affidavit.
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