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1 437 Dr Aggett said he had no complaints and that
all was all right.

13 437 Dr Aggett lay on his mat and was reading.
The light was or.

4 440 There are stairs leading from the first floor
to the second floor. There is a door at the 
top of the stairs. It is not locked.

12 440 The only door is that which is the main
entrance into the cells on the second floor. 
That is kept locked. It is a grille door.

28 440 I keep the key to that door. Nobody else has
a key to that door during the day. The 
security police do not have a key. There are 
only two keys and these are kept in my 
possession while I'm on duty.

1 441 I have one key and the other key is for the
door into the cells.

441 I do not know if there are spare keys,

441 If Agenbag doesn't come, I don't remind him
about inspection.

44 2 I am supposed to look through the peephole
every hour.

On the day I went to look at llhOO and again 
at 01h30.

10 442 The reason I did not go was because I thought
everything was in order - these detainees are 
not troublesome.
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442 They could call me by shaking the grille
door.

443 I was not in a position to gain entrance to a
cell. I would report to Agenbag.

444 They spoke to Dr Aggett in the cell but I
could not hear what they were saying.

444 I did not enter the cell - I stepped away and
let the others go in.

444 I did not hear what they said inside the
cell.

4 45 I heard the question to Dr Aggett,

445 I heard the answer.

445 He said everything was in order.

445 He spoke English.

4 45 I heard the words myself. He spoke and also
made the sign with his thumb.

4 47 The security police haven't brought anybody
in the night, ever since I have worked there.

447 They have come in the night and taken some of
them.

I can't remember whether I was on duty at 
03h30 on 31 January. I cannot remember the 
night. I cannot remember who alternated with 
me.
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449 The lights were on during my visits to the
cells.

450 When detainees wanted the lights to be put
off, they would ask me to do so.

450 Dr Aggett did not ask me to put off the
light.

450 Sergeant A G Blom is called.

450 Magistrate gives ruling on statement. "I am
unaware of any rule in the law of evidence 
which would make such statement admissible, 
upon mere production as proof of the facts 
stated therein, in a judicial or quasi
judicial proceeding......  In my opinion it
is receivable to indicate that the 
allocations were made, and are being 
investigated at this inquest proceedings, 
which I consider our duty. The evidential 
value of the statement, if any, we can only 
judge upon at the conclusion of the evidence. 
When that is done, due consideration will be 
given to the rules of evidence relating to 
hearsay evidence, circumstantial evidence,
etc......  I would like to mention that
these are my prima facie views......  I
intend to give counsel the opportunity to 
address me on all the legal issues in this 
matter, at the end of the proceedings.

452 I am attached to the investigation unit,
where I am charged with the investigation of 
criminal offences by members of the police 
force.

452 I received a complaint. I went to the tenth
floor. I took a statement.

22 453 I went at about 9.45 a.m. I found Dr Aggett 
was busy writing and there was someone in the 
room when I spoke to him.



The two of us were alone in the room and I 
introduced myself and said I was there to 
take a statement from him and to investigate 
his complaint. I then took down a statement 
from him. This is Exhibit E.

He read the statement himself and corrected 
it and signed it. He was satisfied.

He showed me one wound on his forearm which 
he said was caused by the watch of the person 
who allegedly assaulted him.

He said that he could not show any further 
injuries.

He elected not to see a doctor. He chose 
this himself.

I know that the deceased reported to 
Magistrate Wessels and that a letter was 
written to the branch and that, as a result, 
an investigation was started.

The reason given in my affidavit that the 
security police were busy with him was not 
the only reason. He said that he did not 
wish to see a doctor because he was one 
himself.

The only reason why I did not mention that Dr 
Aggett did not wish to see a District Surgeon 
was that I forgot about it. I only realise 
now that I had forgotten this important piece 
of evidence.

I realised this omission when I read over my 
statement now.

I did not discuss my statement with anybody
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from 9 February until I came into the witness 
box now.

460 I did not discuss it with the officers or
with the J ?,gal representatives.

460 I only became aware that this was an
important piece of evidence when I read over 
my statement.

460 I only read over my statement now when Mr
Bizos referred me to that paragraph. I had 
not looked at my statement until then.

461 After I had made my statement to Captain
Victor, I told him that Dr Aggett did not 
want to go to the District Surgeon.

463 It is the practice, when somebody complains
about an assault, to take him to a doctor.

463 It was not for Dr Aggett to decide if he
wanted to see a doctor or not.

463 If the assault had been bad, then I would
have taken him to a doctor.

463 He could show no injuries to indicate that he
had been seriously assaulted.

463 Electric shocks are a serious assault.

464 I do not know if experts can establish the
truth of allegations about shock.

5 464 It is possible they can investigate 
allegations of shock.
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464 Dr Aggett did complain of a serious and
bizarre offence committed against him. It 
should have been necessary to take him to a 
doctor.

465 As I said in my statement, th-- s< irity
police were busy. He could ha; e been taken 
the following morning.

466 Dr Aggett needed my protection.

466 What I did was to take his statement.

466 I drew up a report and I sent it to the
District Commandant that day. It is in the 
docket.

466 I did nothing further at that stage.

466 I do not know of any other steps taken for
the protection of Dr Aggett.

467 Major Cronwright was told that I was
investigating the case of assault.

467 I went to Major Cronwright before I spoke to
Dr Aggett.

467 I arranged with him to see Dr Aggett and to
take his statement.

467 It was necessary to get Major Cronwright's
permission before I could see Dr Aggett. I 
could not do it without his permission.

467 Major Cronwright is in charge of his members
and I deemed it necessary to tell him about 
the matter.



I went to Major Cronwright because he is in 
charge of that unit.

He is there in a supervisory position.

I did not warn him - I just asked him to 
arrange for me to see the security prisoner.

I did not consider it necessary to see Dr 
Aggett away from the security police offices.

As unit commander, it is in any case reported 
to him if a charge is made.

The complaint was taken down in private. The 
people did not know who was concerned except 
that I told the security officers that it was 
an investigation and that I wanted to see Dr 
Aggett to take his statement.

I did not search the premises of the security 
police. I did not consider it necessary.

If a charge was brought about electric 
shocks, I would try to search for the 
mechanism.

I reported to the District Commandant that 
the allegation had been made.

Speed is important in investigations.

I reported it and awaited further 
instructions.

I did not show the statement to Major 
Cronwright.
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15 470 I deny that I showed detainees' statements to
Major Cronwright.

17 470 I did not search Whitehead's car.

20 470 I did not search Schalk's car. I can't say
why not.

26 470 If someone complained of stabbing, I would go
and look for the knife.

471 There is no difference between a knife and
shocking instruments.

471 I could have looked later for the shocking
instruments.

6 471 I did not know that the members of the force
knew about the allegations made against them.

15 471 They could have hidden the stuff away while I
was taking Dr Aggett's statement.

18 471 It is correct that speed in the investigation
would have been desirable.

20 471 It could be done later.

472 They had lots of time to hide the instrument
away while I was taking the statement.

472 It is the practice to take statements from
security prisoners in their offices and not 
in their cells.

19 472 It was in the interests of the police that
the matter be thoroughly investigated at the 
highest level.
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472 Because the man was a lieutenant, after I had
taken the statement, the docket would have 
been handed over to an officer because I 
cannot investigate a more senior person.

474 I cannot explain whv I didn't get hold of
Schalk's clothes to test for blood.

474 The clothing of Schalk could have been
important evidence.

47 4 But there was a lapse of time between the
assault and taking the statement.

475 I did not continue to handle the
investigation after it became apparent that 
an officer of the force was involved.

475 I did not collect Schalk's watch because I
was wanting the advice of my commanding 
officer.

476 I did not know that detainees could not see
their attorneys. I am not up-to-date on 
security matters.

477 If Dr Aggett had said his life was in danger,
I would have gone to my commander.

478 I view it as fairly serious that the detainee
complains that he was kept for 48 hours in 
the interrogation room and that he was not 
allowed to sleep.

30 478 I did not think that Friday or Saturday of 
the same week would be used for the same 
purposes.
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12 480 I did not do anything for the protection of
Dr Aggett - I went to consult my commanding 
officer.

29 480 I did not tell Captain Victor that I thought
that Dr Aggett needed protection over the 
weekend. This was because my officer had the 
information.

8 481 Every docket has to be put in every 2 4 hours
for a 24 hours inspection.

1° 481 The officer was Major Ferreira, not Captain
Victor.

15 481 I put the docket on his table and told him
that there was an officer involved and he 
would have read it.

1° 482 The complaint of the magistrate was at my
office from the 25th.

12 482 The docket is handed in to Captain Victor.

22 482 I took quite a number of complaints from
detainees during November to February.

482 Bizos objects to Prince giving signs to the
witness.

28 483 Schabort says that, if the court wishes to 
make any finding about the conduct of Mr 
Prince, then he would have to take 
instructions from the warrant officer because 
he is a policeman and he is being represented 
by Schabort in these proceedings.

I investigated about seven charges. Court 
intervenes. Witness stands down.
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492 Schabort examines Sergeant Blom.

493 When I said I did not discuss the statement
with anybody, it was because I did not think 
that it counted that I ^isr -ssed the matter 
with the lawyer. I die i f ,t discuss the 
matter with Mr Schabort.

4 93 The statement was shown to me at the
consultation.

494 I did not think my statement was important at
that stage.

When I was being cross-examined, I forgot 
about my consultation with the advocate.

4 94 I deny that I did not tell the truth on
Friday afternoon when I said that I had not 
been through the statement before.

494 I was allocated to investigate the complaints
of detainees when the dockets were booked out 
to me by my commander.

494 It was the end of December that I asked for
the first time to investigate complaints by 
detainees.

4 95 When I got the docket I knew that it was a
security detainee who complained that he had 
been assaulted by members of the force but I 
did not know whether he had complained to a 
magistrate or to a doctor.

16 495 It is possible I knew that the members of the 
force were members of the security police but 
I cannot say.
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495 I had about seven cases during December and
January up to the present time.

4 95 I can't say how many cases there were during
December and January.

495 The dockets are with the Attorney-General for
decision.

495 I could have had four complaints to
investigate.

496 I took the statements on the tenth floor of
John Vorster Square.

496 There were complaints against uniform police
as well.

496 There were about two cases against uniform
police.

496 I interrupted the interrogation to take a
statement. This was not in all cases. 
Sometimes I made arrangements in advance with 
the commander of the security police to take 
the statement on the tenth floor. This was 
with Major Cronwright.

496 It would have been difficult to consult in
any other office because our offices did not 
have the necessary security arrangements. It 
has happened in the past that prisoners have 
escaped.

497 There are not facilities to take statements
in the cells.*

I do not know if there is an office on the 
second floor of the cells.
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497 There are arrangements which have to be made
about the cells. I may not speak to 
prisoners of the security branch on my own.

497

497

498

I may not have access to a security prisoner 
without the permission of the commander of 
the security branch.

There are arrangements to the effect that I 
have no access to them.

4 98 It is not a case that I had no access to
them. It is just a case that I must first 
arrange it with the commander. I cannot 
simply go to the cells and say I'm here to 
take a statement.

498 One person whose complaint I investigated is
Frank Chikane.

49 8 Another one is Nanabhai.

498 Another is Firoze Cachalic

498 I did not know that a statement by Mr
Cachalia had been laid before the court

He said that shortly after he had complained 
to Dr Jacobson, he was taken to see a 
policewoman to make a statement.

499 Magistrate rules that the witness must stand
down until all the affidavits have been 
obtained from other persons for consideration,

501 Maurice Peter Smithers is called.



I was held at Randburg from 24 November for a 
period of four months and two days.

I was taken to John Vorster Square to type 
out a statement.

From early December until 4 January I was at 
John Vorster Square virtually every day.

The next time I went to John Vorster Square 
was on 25 January.

I only met the police, I did not meet other 
detainees.

I went to the optician on 25 January for a 
consultation.

We arrived at John Vorster Square close to 
half past nine. I was taken to two Black 
security policemen. The one man's name was 
Makheta.

I assume the other one's name was Mashinini.

I was taken to the very large office where 
fingerprints are usually taken.

A Black policeman would sit with me. But 
they changed. There were two or three.

Makheta and Mashinini were there at some 
stages.

In the nextdoor office Dr Neil Aggett was 
being questioned by six or seven police. He 
was standing and the police were standing as 
well. He was facing the office that I was
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505 You can recognise people through the frosted 
glass. I had also seen him on a number of 
occasions before when I had been typing my 
statements. He had been sitting in that same 
office. It usually looked as though he was 
actually writina and sometimes he was being 
questioned. Ini..i_ was between early December 
and January.

506 One could hear the murmur of voices but one 
could not actually hear questions being 
asked.

506 They all seemed to be Whites. This was all
that I observed during 45 minutes. Then I 
was taken to the optician. I went at about 
10 or quarter past. The appointment was for 
10 o' clock but we were in fact a bit late.
I must have been at the optician for about 
half an hour. We got back to John Vorster 
Square at about 10 past 11 I would imagine.

506 One of the lenses of my glasses had broken in
my cell.

507 We went to the same room on the tenth floor,
same desk, same chair. The Blacks remained 
with me. I sat there until about 10 past 12. 
I again saw Dr Aggett was in the room.

507 He had no shirt on. Previously he had had a
white shirt on.

50 7 There were three policemen in the room. They
were Whites.

507 When I first arrived, he was just standing
there. He was asking questions. This was 
clear from his gestures. He spoke very 
quietly and used his hands.

507 I could just hear a murmur of voices.



A fairly large policeman indicated to Dr 
Aggett that he should get down on the ground.

I then saw the policeman adjust his jacket - 
a kind of fawn iacket - not quite a safari 
suit. Slic ,v arter than a safari suit.
I then hearj a ^racking noise which sounded 
like flesh being hit and he bent down at the 
same time as the noise happened.

I could see him moving his arm.

Quite clearly there was a sound of flesh 
being hit.

It happened as least twice while he was down 
on the ground.

After a while he was told to get up.

He was then ordered to run on the spot with 
his arms outstretched in front of him.

His back was towards me. He was fairly close 
to the glass, about three feet away, and his 
body was going up and down.

I could only see him from the waist up.

At times he would lower his hands slightly 
and begin to gesture and at times he would 
actually stop and talk. He was made to lift 
his legs high.

The large policeman was walking round him 
with what appeared to be a rolled up 
newspaper.
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511 On occasions I could hear the policeman say,
"Who told you to stop?".

511 This continued until about 10 past 12. So
the whole period of running was abon. 55 
minutes. He did not run all the There
were times when he was told to get 'own onto 
the ground.

512 On one occasion I heard the policeman say,
"Ten more, ten more".

512 The policemen were mostly sitting. On
occasion they might have stood up and walked 
and stood in front of him.

512 At about 10 past 12 there was a flurry of
activity. Some people walked down the 
corridor.

512 I surmised that Dr Aggett was told to get
dressed. He moved towards a desk and started 
putting his clothes on. From his actions I 
assumed he must have been naked, that he put 
on his underpants first and then a pair of 
trousers. I then saw him putting on his 
shirt.

2 513 I could see that it was a collar shirt.



On occasions I could hear the policeman say, 
"Who told you to stop?".

This continued until about 10 past 12. So 
the whole period of running was about 55 
minutes. He did not run all the time. There 
were times when he was told to get down onto 
the ground.

On one occasion I heard the policeman say, 
"Ten more, ten more".

The policemen were mostly sitting. On 
occasion they might have stood up and walked 
and stood in front of him.

At about 10 past 12 there was a flurry of 
activity. Some people walked down the 
corridor.

I surmised that Dr Aggett was told to get 
dressed. He moved towards a desk and started 
putting his clothes on. From his actions I 
assumed he must have been naked, that he put 
on his underpants first and then a pair of 
trousers. I then saw him putting on his 
shirt.

I could see that it was a collar shirt.

I asked the policeman what the time was. I 
asked the time four or five times.

I only saw Dr Aggett through the frosted 
glass. The glass to the passage was also 
frosted.

About five minutes after that, about 
15 - 20 past 12, I was taken back to 
Randburg.
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514 When I got back to Randburg I exercised
myself, ran on the spot and did push-ups,

514 I did this as an act of solidarity.

514 I did this to put myself through the
experience to see if I could handle it.

514 I managed it for the first and second but by
the end of the third day I had intense pains 
in my shoulders and legs.

514 My leg muscles got incredibly sore,

515 I decided that it was important that the
family and friends of Dr Aggett should know 
so I wrote out a miniature note.

515 I knew Dr Aggett's girlfriend and he and I
were part of a broad circle of acquaintances, 
so I knew other people who knew him.

515 I think it must have been some time in
1980/1981 that I met Dr Aggett.

516 Between my two detentions, I saw him four or
five times because we were contemplating 
looking for a house to share. Read out my 
note.

517 This note was written out after I heard that
he was dead. It contains the same 
information as the first note.

517 After I heard he had died, I destroyed the
original note and rewrote the second note 
indicating that I knew he was dead.
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indicated to me that he was sweating 
profusely. I made certain assumptions in the 
note and these assumptions were pointed out 
to me when I made mv affidavit.

519 'here is a typing error in my affidavit.
Where it says "until 12.30 pm" it should read 
"until 12.10 pm"

519 I consider myself an agnostic.

520 Deals with the oath question.

520 I was taken to John Vorster on 25 January,

5 20 My glasses broke the Wednesday or Thursday
before that.

520 I spoke to Captain Van Rensburg.

521 I reported to the station commander, Randburg
then I reported to Captain Van Niekerk.

521 Communicated freely and voluntarily with the
station commander, Randburg.

521 I was never physically ill-treated at all.

521 It could be correct that I saw a District
Surgeon on eight occasions.

522 I saw the District Surgeon at his office.
Detainees were normally taken to the doctor.

522 I have no difficulty in getting access to a
doctor. Once the message got through to John 
Vorster Square I usually saw the doctor 
fairly rapidly.
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522 The doctors were pretty reasonable.

523 I usually wrote my statment in the same
office from v/hich I saw Dr Aggett being 
ill-treated, which was the office that 
f < ‘ '"ints seem normally to have been taken 
ir..

523 Then towards the end I was moved to another
office, I suspect it might have been W/O 
Smith's. I cant remember the numbers.

523 The office that I pointed out at the
inspection is apparently number 1011.

523 The office that I was in, v/hich was pointed
out at the inspection, was 1012.

523 As far as I can recall I did not go to John
Vorster between 4 and 25 January.

524 I identified Dr Aggett by the shape of the
head, the way his hair was cut, his ears were 
exposed, the same of his beard, his posture 
his gesturing - he had a particular way of 
gesturing. All these things made me 
absolutely sure it was him.

524 I considered it to be severe and humiliating,

524 The actual act of hitting him with the
newspaper was more harassment than actually 
an attempt to really hurt him.

524 It was an assumption that I made that it was
a belt, from the action that the policeman 
displayed, when he appeared to take the belt 
of f.



The policeman could simply have been 
adjusting his trousers.

It is unlikely that he would have loosened a 
newspaper from around hir- waist.

This was before my specs were repaired. My 
left eye is very load, my right eye is almost 
perfect. My right eye was operating that 
day.

It was difficult to discern what the thing 
was.

They weren't very hard blows.

I think it's quite possible that there would 
not have been any marks. For a short while 
there may have been red marks but there would 
not have been permanent bruises.

The ordeal lasted approximately one hour. I 
sat there all the time.

When I saw the policeman with me, he may have 
been reading a newspaper, looking at a book, 
staring into space, smoking a cigarette, etc.

I was getting pretty angry. I went through a 
series of emotions, anger and being very 
upset.

I didn't say anything about this to any of 
the policemen.

I never mentioned this incident to any of the 
policemen, either at Johannesburg or in 
Randburg.
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529 It did occur to me to raise some objection.

529 I was going through a whole series of
emotions and there were times that I wanted 
to pick up my chair and throw it through the 
window but there was the rational side of me 
that told me that it would not do any good.

529 I feared that I might get the same treatment.

530 I tried to work out logically what would be
the best thing to do.

530 The best thing I thought was to keep quiet
and to get the information outside.

530 I speculated as to the possibility that they
did not know or that they knew and that they 
did not care or that they knew and had 
intentionally left me there to warn me.

530 On 4 January when I finished my statement,
Captain Van Niekerk indicated that there was 
a lot more he still wished to find out from 
me and he indicated that I was lying to him 
about a lot of things.

530 The police did not use this incident
subsequently to scare me.

531 My relationship with the police at Randburg
was not antagonistic.

531 I can't remember having seen Dr Aggett on 4
January. I wasn't in the same office - I was 
in W/O Smith's office and I don't recall 
seeing him.

My right eye is the good one. It was the 
right lens that was broken.



When I sat there initially, I had my glasses 
on with my left lens and no lens in the right 
eye - when I came back from the optician, I 
had no glasses at all.

When I got back, Dr Aggett was standing in 
the same position as before but he now had no 
shirt on.

This went on for 55 minutes.

The one policeman who appeared to be doing 
most of the interrogating was walking around 
and hitting him with the newspaper and the 
other two appeared at times to be sitting 
down. At other times I recall them getting 
up and coming and also asking questions.

I did not hear Dr Aggett's voice very 
clearly. The only distinct words I heard 
were when he was being given orders.

There was always a policeman who could give 
me the time.

I can recall the possibility that somebody 
said he did not have a watch.

On some occasions when I was there, I asked 
the time and I was told he did not have a 
watch.

I drew the inference from his movements that 
he was naked. He seemed to put on his 
underpants and then his trousers.

He may have picked up his shoes and carried 
them out by hand because they seemed to be in 
a hurry to get him out of the office.
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535 There is an inconsistency in what I am saving
now with my affidavit. I actually started 
exercising on the very day that I went back 
and did not start only on the next day.

536 We drew up the affidavit in a bit of a hurry.

536 I was afforded sufficient opportunity to do
exercises.

537 The reason why Dr Aggett did not speak about
this in his affidavit is probably that it was 
common treatment that he was receiving.
(Note counsel tries to get Smithers to 
explain why Dr Aggett did not mention this in 
his affidavit but then criticises him for 
making assumptions.)

537 I must say that when I first saw Dr Aggett's
statement I did find the omission rather odd.

538 I dispute that the deceased was not
questioned in that room after 8 January,

538 On one occasion I was in that office and I
did see on the wall a certificate of long 
service to a black lieutenant.

538 I will dispute that that office was not used
for interrogation at that time.

538 I am a man of principles.

539 I had ample opportunity to mention this to
the station commander, to the magistrate and 
to the inspector. I preferred to do nothing.

20 539 Unfortunately my note got out too late to 
serve any purpose as far as Dr Aggett was 
concerned.
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540 Neil and I and certain other people would 
like to see some sort of social change and we 
feel that we are working in some way towards 
that and that people shouldn't feel"that they 
should give up that work just because 
somebody has died as a result of it.

542 The note was on a very small piece of paper — 
I did not actually have the opportunity to 
explain in detail.

543 Lawyers can tell me if I didn't actually see 
the belt, that therefore I have no right to 
write down that he was hit with a belt.

543 They were trying to extract information from 
Dr Aggett while he was still running, so they 
wouldn't actually allow him to stop and talk.

544 1 am unable to recognise the policemen.

544 All I can say is that the one policeman was
quite large.

544

548

548

549

I was in the power of the security police and 
I did not want my name to become known.

I debated what was the most logical thing to 
do and decided that it would not be the most 
sensible thing to do to raise the hue and 
cry.

The people who were watching me were aware of 
what was going on.

Their position in the security branch is 
powerless.

My experience is that the Blacks hold no 
responsibility in the security branch.
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549 I looked at the Black officer and there was
no kind of recognition or anything about what 
was actually going on.

5J9 I had a discussion with Constable Magetla and
one other. They told me they had no 
responsibility.

550 At Randburg I had a guitar and a mouth organ
and I needed some suntan lotion because I did 
my exercise in a courtyard and I have a 
sensitive skin.

551 I flushed the first note down the toilet.
There was no point in retaining it.

551 The reason why the note had not got sent out
by the time Dr Aggett died was that I had no 
visits of any kind. With the note I 
intended, if I got the visits, to pass the 
note out.

552 The visit to John Vorster Square after 25
January was on the Saturday after Dr Aggett 
died.

5 52 I was taken to the tenth floor. It may have
been the ninth floor - I think it was the 
ninth floor.

552 I had access to a newspaper in Randburg. I
read about it on the Friday night.

553 The date of the newspaper was 4 or 5. I
can't remember it.

11 553 It was The Star. I got it from one of the 
policemen at Randburg Police Station. I do 
not know his name.
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553

553

553

553

554 

554

554

554

554

554

554

555

I doubt if I would recognise him now.

I did receive other newspapers but 
infrequently.

When he brought the i; . spaper to me, he 
started telling me that a detainee had died. 
When he saw how shocked and upset I got, he 
tried to get it back from me.

I said it was important to me and he left the 
newspaper with me.

My sister saw me on the Saturday morning. It 
was the following day.

The magistrate remarks that he is asking 
about dates because he wants to find out how 
much Mr Smithers can remember about dates.

I don't know the date but it was the Saturday 
after Dr Aggett had died.

The prior visit by my sister was on 23 
December, two days before Christmas. There 
were no visits between.

I am pretty certain that I was not at John 
Vorster Square between 25 January and 5 
February.

I kept the note hidden in a matchbox. The 
matchbox was lying on a concrete slab in the 
cell.

I prepared the first note on the night of 25.

What I added in the second note was "Please 
give Yvette especially but also everyone else
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all my love and strength. We must go on. I 
did not know Neil very well but he was 
obviously a very special person. His killing 
must not be for nothing. I'm okay, nothing 
has been done to me, I don't think anything 
will be done, I'm not that important."

555 I did not know Dr Aggett well but I was 
getting to know him. We were becoming 
friends.

555 I must first have got to know him between
19 80 and 1981.

555 I think the last time I saw him was the night 
before I was detained.

555 That would have been 24 November, it might 
have been 23.

555 I am pretty sure he was at my house on that 
night because the other person who was going 
to move into a house with him - we were both 
living in the same house - had come to visit 
him.

556 I would say I saw Dr Aggett on the tenth
floor at John Vorster Square at least twice 
before I saw him being ill-treated on 25 
Januarv.

556 So I saw him three times at least.

556 It could have been more than three times.

556 It could have been four or five times but at
least three times.

The first time he was sitting at his desk and 
he was bent over and appeared to be writing.
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556 I saw this through the frosted glass from the
same office into the same office.

556 He seemed to be writing and I think that even
on the first occasion he was being asked 

n s.

556 I am sure this is what I saw. I am pretty
well sure.

556 The second time he seemed to be in the same
sort of situation.

556 That particular time just seeing him there
did not stick in my mind in the way that what 
happened on the 25th did.

557 It is difficult to remember exactly what I
saw.

557 On the 25th I was sitting all the time. I
could see him from his waist upwards.

557 I could just see the edge of the desk - not
the whole desk.

557 On the first and second occasions there were
also policemen there. I cannot say if they 
were the same policemen.

558 On the first occasion I saw there was
somebody sitting at the other desk in the 
room or maybe walking around the room. I 
never actually saw who it was, so I would not 
be able to say whether it was the same 
person, first, second or third time.

558 On the second occasion I cannot say if it was
the same policeman.
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