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IN THE MATTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT 

S T A T E M E N T 

I, the undersigned, 

KEITH COLEMAN, 

hereby state: 

1. I am a student, born on 4 September 19 60. I was 

detained under section 22 of the Internal Security 

Act at John Vorster Square from 25 October 1981 

2. 

until 7 November 1981. I was, thereafter, 

detained at John Vorster Square under section 6 of 

the Terrorism Act from 7 November 1981 until 26 

t-1arch 1982. ( 

By the time Dr Aggett arrived at John�Vorster 

Square, I had already been under detention for 

some time. My total period of detention spanned 

five months and,-.i.n trying to cast my mind back to 

my period of detention, I find that I have some 

difficulty in being precise about times and dates. 

3. Prior to our detention, I knew Dr Aggett. I had 

first met him in 1980 and I did meet him from time 

to time thereafter because of our common 

interests. 
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4 .  In the course of our detention, I spoke to Dr 

Aggett from time to time. These opportunities 

arose normally in the course of taking exercise, 

showering and going to and from interrogation. 

2 

The opportunities to speak were always very short. 

5. I can remember an occasion which was about t'vo 

weeks after Dr Aggett came to John Vorster Square. 

He told me that his privileges had been taken away 

and that this was because the security police were 

not happy about his co-operation and wanted to put 

pressure on him. He asked me for cigarettes and 

food. 

6 .  A short while after this, Dr Aggett told me that 

the pressure had eased a little. 

7 .  A little later on, D r  Aggett told me that they 

were again pressurising him in interrogation and 

that he was finding it difficult although he was 

bearing up and "handling" it. He told me that he 

had been assaulted, that his shirt had been torn, 

that he proposed to lay a charge when he got out 

and that he was going to keep the shirt as 

evidence. 
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8. During all the period which I have mentioned so 

far, Dr Aggett, despite his complaints, appeared 

to me to be reasonably normal. He was prepared to 

talk when an occasion offered and he would respond 

to greeting and conversation. 

9. I can remember clearly that, during the last week 

of his life, I came into contact with Dr Aggett in 
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the corridor on the second floor. I spoke to him 

but he was completely unresponsive. I noticed 

this lack of response because it was unusual and 

not in accordance with his previous behaviour. He 

seemed to me to be scared of being caught talking 

to me, which was also unusual. He would not look 

directly at me. On another occasion during that 

last \..,reek I saw him pass by the window of my cell. 

I called him but he did not respond. Possibly he 

did not hear me. 

10. My address is 5 Clarewood Mansions, 32 Webb 

Street, Yeoville, Johannesburg. 

11. I am available to give evidence at the inquest. 

SIGNED at JOHANNESBURG on the lOth day of JUNE 1982 


