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IN THE ��TTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT 

A F F I D A V I T 

I, the undersigned, 

TOM LODGE, 

hereby make oath and say: 

1. I have previously made two affidavits in this 

matter. 

2. I have examined the documents and publications 

listed in the inventory made by Detective Adj utant 

3. 

Officer L C P Prince. The documents and 

publications fall into 11 categories. I will 

describe and comment on each separately. 

Category 1 (numbers 1, 2 and 3) consists of 

information sheets produced by the African 

National Congress (ANC) office in Lusaka. The 

information sheets describe the fashion in which 

the ANC' s 70th anniversary should be celebrated. 

They contain instructions as to the appropriate 

form of commemoration. They are obviously 

produced for sympathetic groups and organisations 
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in Zambia and elsewhere. The events proposed in 

the sheets would clearly be inappropriate in 

circumstances which prevail in South Africa. The 

information sheets are therefore directed at 

non-South African readers. This kind of material, 

in my experience, is freely available in African 

capitals and can be obtained quite easily. In 

other words, possession of this material does not 

indicate membership of the ANC. Indeed, it is 

evident from the explanations contained in these 

documents that the directives are aimed at people 

who are not members of the ANC or its allies. 

4. Category 2 (numbers 4, 7 to 12, 18 to 26, 30 to 

33, 35, 38, 43 to 44, 53 to 55, 64, 9 2  to 98, and 

100 to 109) consists of documents and publications 

concerned with trade union matters and problems 

which have a legitimate bearing on the work of 

trade unionists in South Africa. Of a special 

interest is item number 4 which is a photocopy of 

an article by David Remson entitled 'Trade 

Unionism and the Struggle for Liberation in South 

Africa '. This article, photocopied from a British 

publication, 'Capital and Class ', is by a former 

South African trade unionist who, after leaving 
.... 

this country, was briefly associated with the ANC 

and the South African Congress of Trade Unions 

(SACTU) . He was subsequently expelled from both 

movements because of his criticism of SACTU's 

trade union strategy. This article reflects the 

major burden of his criticism which concerned the 

�elationship between trade unionists and political 

parties with particular reference to the 
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Nationalist movement. The rest of the material in 

this category is either highly technical in 

character, dealing with such subjects as 

industrial councils, industrial legislation or 

workers' health problems, or, as in the case of 

the International Labour Organisation

publications,descriptive in character. All the 

material in this category would be of relevance 

and importance to anyone working with African 

trade unions in this country. 

5. Category 3 (numbers 5, 6, 13, 2 7, 36, 37, 48, 51, 

59 and 91) consists of various publications which 

comment on current affairs or recent history in 

both this country and elsewhere. The range of 

subjects embraces socialism in general, Spanish 

Euro-communism, Allende 's Government in Chile, 

homeland independence, Latin American revolution, 

South African detentions and community 

organisation in Port Elizabeth. With the 

exception of Debray 's book, all these publications 

were at one time or another freely available in 

South Africa and they all discuss problems which 

would be 9f interest to anyone of a liberal or 

socialist political persuasion. Debray's book is --
about the now widely discredited ' Foco' theory of 

revolution. It is a theory which advocates the 

use of a small military insurgent movement which 

should have no links with mass political 

organisations or trade unions. Debray in this 

book is highly critical of trade unions and 

various Latin American communist parties. It is a 

book which appears fairly frequently as 

I 
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recommended reading in university courses. 

6. Category 4 (numbers 14, 15 and 34) consists of 

various handwritten notes. The notes include 

schematic treatments of South African economic and 

political history which reflect the material in 

category 10 below. They also contain notes on the 

basic essentials of Marxian economics, and are 

clearly by someone without a great deal of 

expertise on this subject. 

7. Category 5 (numbers 17, 63, 73 and 74) consists of 

books on American and British trade unionism and 

are not surprising items to find in the library of 

any trade unionist. 

8. Category 6 (numbers 49 , 50, 52, 57, 58, 60, 61, 

62, 69 , 70 and 72) consists of various classical 

works of Marxist theory and history including the 

writings of Trotsky, Lenin, Marx and Pashukanis as 

well as academic commentaries on Marx's and 

Trotsky's thought. The writings of Lenin are of 

significance for trade unionists in that they 
----

involve, inter alia, an approach to trade unionism 

and trade union problems opposed in spirit to the 

way trade unions in this country conduct their 

affairs. Lenin was highly critical of the 

limitations of what he termed 'trade union 

consciousness' and did not envisage for trade 

unions an independent role in the ultimate 

struggle against capitalism. His writing is 

j 
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therefore of interest to any trade unionist 

working in a situation characterised by a high 

degree of political conflict between different 

sections of the population. Lenin's writings are 

not in any way surprising items to be found in the 

library of a trade unionist. Possession of them 

does not indicate agreement with their contents. 

The volume of Lenin's selected works has on its 

flyleaf pencil marks of the type used by South 

African bookshops and this would indicate that 

whoever obtained the book did so over the counter 

in a South African bookshop and therefore probably 

in the belief that it was not prohibited. 

Trotsky's works listed in the inventory include 

'The Revolution Betrayed', a book highly critical 

of the Soviet Union and one that is constantly 

cited by writers critical of the development of 

Russia during and after the period of Stalin. 

Trotsky's writings are an anathema to most 

communist parties including the South African 

Communist Party. Pashukanis was a legal theorist 

active in Russia in the 1920s and subsequently a 

victim of Stalin's purgers. His works are not in 

circulation in the Soviet Union today and are in 

generall��proved of by orthodox pro-Soviet 

. C..om�u""ii:t.� 
. 

Union�t H1s �k, however, has been the obJect 

of a considerable amount of recent attention from 

scholars working in the field of labour law. 

9 .  Category 7 (numbers 8, 16, 9 8  and 9 9 )  consists of 

various miscellaneous items including a copy of 

the Freedom Charter extracted from the Sunday Post 
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newspaper and the typev1ritten words of Nkosi 

Sikelel' iAfrika. The Freedom Charter and the 

anthem are both used by the ANC but they have also 

been adopted by a variety of other organisations 

including organisations which are legal in this 

country. They do not necessarily indicate 

affiliation or membership of the ANC. 

10. Category 8 (numbers 2 2, 28, 2 9  and 86) consists of 

various memoranda on community affairs including 

rents in Soweto and transport problems. My 

understanding of Dr Aggett 's trade union, the 

AFCWU, is that it has always taken an interest in 

bread and butter issues which affect the 

communities in which its members reside. 

Consequently, these are not surprising items to 

have been found in Dr Aggett 's house. 

11.  Category 9 (numbers 40 to 42 and 45) consists of 

of_ficial American and Zimbab\vean press releases. 

12. Category 10 (numbers 56 and 71) consists of two � 
ent:erl'lal influential and important recent items of 'ft.. 

-

South African historical scholarship. Both works 

are about the White working class in South Africa 

and both seek to explain the divisions which exist 

between White workers and Black workers. They are 

of relevance to anybody concerned with the 

building of non-racial trade unions in South 

Africa. 

I 
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13. Category 11 (numbers 65 to 68, 7 5  to 85, 87 to 89 

and 90) consists of serial publications produced 

by different groups in this country. The Labour 

Bulletin is a scholarly j ournal produced in the 

main by academics associated with the Federation 

of South African Trade Unions. The Federation is 

a legal organisation in this country which has 

many profound disagreements with the union for 

which Dr Aggett worked. 'National' is a newspaper 

produced by English speaking students, the 

coverage of which places considerable emphasis on 

labour matters. 'National' has recently been 

banned but, at the time of Dr Aggett's detention, 

it was legally available at bookshops. 'Link' is 

produced by the Environmental Development Agency 

and is largely concerned with rural and community 

development problems. 

14. From this survey of the contents of the inventory, 

it is difficult to form any precise conclusions on 

Dr Aggett's social or political convictions other 

than that he was naturally interested in the full 

range of problems associated with trade unionism 

and interested in the very diverse traditions 

which exist within the realms of Marxist and 

L
Soc.i.,.lit =. e. . . 

non-Marxist thougnt. The �clect1c1sm of those 

works in the inventory which are based on Marxist 

intellectual premises do not suggest a reader who 

is either sectarian or doctrinaire in his 

political persuasions. Most of the material, 

particularly that in categories 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 

10 and 11, would be of interest and relevance to 

any well educated man working in trade unions. 

1L 
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Much of it would only be within the grasp of a man 

with considerable intellectual gifts. The notes 

in category 4 indicate that the subjects of 

political economy and South African history were 

the objects of sustained intellectual enquiry by 

the person who wrote them. The material in 

general is consistent with the intellectual 

portrait of Dr Aggett described in my first 

affidavit. The ANC documentation in category 1 

does not suggest that Dr Aggett was a member of 

that organisation. It is of a very generalised 

character and contains nothing that is relevant to 

the work of South African trade unionism. 

15. The rest of the material, with the exception of 

the highly technical documents on trade union 

problems, concerns·issues and ideas which are 

widely discussed by intellectuals in this country 

of a variety of political persuasions. Most of it 

is highly academic in character. 

I certify that the deponent has acknowledged that he 

knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 
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which was signed and S\vorn to before me at Johannesburg 

on the day of June 19 82. 

-

CQt.1MISSIONER OF OATHS 

CAPACITY C��_,q&c;: · 
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