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INQUEST - LATE DR NEIL HUDSON AGGETT 

A F F I D A V I T 

I, the undersigned, 
) 

TOH LODGE, 

hereby make oath and say:. 

1. I have previously made an affidavit in these 

'"' .... . 

proceedings. 

The l�gai repxe3en��tive� ot tha Aggett family 

have asked me for an expert opinion on two 

documents which, "for ease of reference, I attach 

to this affidavit. The first is a mimeographed 

publication headed "Inkululeko" and the second is 

a printed leaflet headed "People's Hero - Dr Neil 

Aggett". I will first deal with the document 

"Inkululeko". 
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3. I have, in the course of my studies, the general 

nature of which has been described in my earlier 

affidavit, read much of the literature produced by 

the African National Congress and by the South 

African Communist Party. I have, further, in 

connection with court cases in which I have been 

asked to give ex pert evidence, seen much of the 

material produced in the Republic of South Africa 

by)the African National Congress and unlawful 

organisations which aim at the overthrow of the 

present form of government in the Republic. I 

have examined the two documents in the light of 

the expert knowledge which I have thus acquired. 

4. As regards the document "Inkululeko'': 

4.1 I find most of the �ex� t0 be �o�si�tent w�.th 

other material which I have, from time to 

time, seen which is produced by the South 

African Communist Party and by the African 

National Congress. 

4.2 The last feature, which is headed 'Stand 

firm" and which appears at the end of the 

document, appears to me to be inconsistent 
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with what I would expect in a document 

published by the South African Communist 

Party: 

(a) The document, as a whole, is obviously 

3 

addressed to a wider audience than just 

to members of the South African 

Communist Party. And yet this paragraph 

contains confidential instructions to 

members of the party \'ihich one \'lOUld not 

expect to find in such a document 

addressed to a wider audience. 

(b) It is, for example, unlikely that the 

South African Communist Party would 

announce to the public in advance that 

claims made by its members of ill 

treatment by the South African Police 

might rest on false foundations. 

(c) I find it strange and illogical that -the 

South African Communist Party would 

feature the names of lawyers as if they 

are heroes in the eyes of the party. 

Such lawyers, whatever may be their 
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political persuasions, are still part of 

the South African legal process and they 

work through the South African legal 

process. It would be inconsistent with 

the policy of the South African 

Communist Party to encourage its members 

to have any substantial degree of faith 

in such lawyers who play a part in ·'the 

system' 1 the overthrow of which the 

party seeks. 

4. 3 I note that the document claims to have been 

issued by the "Communist Party of South 

Africa". The party of this name was 

dissolved by its own leadership in 1 950. 

Three years later 1 v;hen some of the members 

of that party once again began to organise: 

they did so in the name of the "South African 

Communist Party". The change in nomenclature 

was deliberate; it was made so as to indicate 

the \'Tholehearted support of the communists 

for the so-called struggle for national 

liberation. I find it inconceivable that a 

document of the South African Communist Party 

would be issued in the name of the Communist 

Party of South Africa. 
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4. 4 I accordingly come to the conclusion that the 

document "Inkululeko" is a forgery. 

5. In the course of studying the l eaflet "People's 

Hero - Dr Neil Aggett", I find six features which 

distinguish it from the propaganda material 

normal l y  produced \vi thin the Republic of South 

AfYica by the African National Congress and all ied 

organisations. These are: 

5. 1 The phrase "outstanding son of the soil" is 

not typical of African National Congress 

usage. "Son of the soil " was a mode of 

address favoured within the Pan Africanist 

Congress during the 1960s. It is surprising 

to find the phrase empl oyed here. 

5. 2 Oliver Tambo is not usual l y  referred to as 

"0 R Tambo" and his position in the African 

National Congress is officiall y  designated as 

"President-General", not "President". 

5. 3 Unkhonto we Siz\ve is normal l y  printed in 

African National Congress publ ications with 
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the 1\·T' of 'we' in lower case, not as a 

capital as in this leaflet. 

5. 4 The claim in the document that it is produced 

5. 5 

by four organisations is unusual. I have not 

previously encountered a case of a leaflet 

ostensibly produced by all four of these 

organisations. There is also the unusual 

implication in the claim that Umkhonto we 

Sizwe is a distinct organisation of a status 

equal to the African National Congress and 

the South African Communist Party. Umkhonto 

\ve Sizwe is customarily described as "the 

Military Wing" of the African National 

Congress. 

Propaganda produced within the Republic of 

South Africa by the African National Congress 

and the South African Communist Party is 

normally mimeographed, a means of 

reproduction similar to that of the document 

"Inkululeko". The present document appears 

to me to have been printed and is a work of 

comparatively high quality. The high quality 

of this production I find exceptional. I 
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have not previously seen such high quality 

work in documents of this type emanating from 

5.6 

the organisations which claim credit for it. 

I find an inconsistency in the arcrument in - :J 

the leaflet. The fourth line of the first 

paragraph states that he has been 
l 

assassinated. The first line ·of the second 

paragraph states that he has "sacrificed his 

life without regret". The fifth paragraph 

again refers to the "self sacrifice of 

comrade Aggett". The reference to "self 

sacrifice", in my opinion, implies suicide 

and, further in my opinion, the suggestion of 

suicide would be unacceptable to the African 

National Congress. I am not aware that the 

African National Congress has ever suggested 

suicide to its supporters. 

The above characteristics of the leaflet lead me 

to conclude that it is unlikely tbat its 

production was sanctioned by the four 

organisations which are listed in its last two 

lines. 
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6 .  A further point which I wish to make and which I 

consider to be significant is that the leaflet 

does not state in so many words that Dr Aggett was 

a member of the African National Congress, the 

South African Congress of Trade Unions or the 

South African Communist Party. The leaflet tries 

rather to associate these organisations with Dr 

Aggett and to claim some credit for doing so.· 

) 

I certify that the deponent has acknowledged that he 

knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 

which was signed and sworn to before me at Johannesburg 

on the day of June 1 982. 

FULL NA11E 

BUSINESS ADDRESS 

CAPACITY ------------�--


