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ADV DE VRIES: Your Worship in the inquest of the late 

N.H. Aggett I call the witness Evett Breytenbach.

ADV BIZOS; Your Worship, before the witness gives evidence 

sir, there are just a few matters xirhich I want to raise.

Firstly, we would like the ruling from Your Worship in 

relation to the presence or otherwise of other witnesses or 

potential witnesses whilst witnesses are giving evidence.

We are happy sir, that all the affidavits - all the persons 

who have made affidavits and who are likely to be witnesses 

before Your Worship, should be excluded whilst a witness is 10 

giving evidence, but at the same time sir, I would ask that 

persons who are going to be witnesses or potential witnesses,

that / ....



that are going to be called by the Prosecutor, or by my 

learned friends, suggesting to the Prosecutor that they may 

be called, that they should similarly be excluded. More 

particularly sir, I am sorry to bring this to Your Worship's 

notice, I have tried to settle the matter with my learned 

friend the Prosecutor, and my learned friends acting for the 

police officers; Your Worship, Captain Struwig is mentioned 

in an affidavit already filed before Your Worship...

COURT: Thank you Mr Bizos, I will deal with that. Any

other applications you want to make? 10

ADV BIZOS: The other sir is that I wish to hand in an 

additional affidavit sir...

COURT: I'll receive that in my office, office No. G.33, this 

afternoon Mr 3izos.

ADV BIZOS: As Your Worship pleases. I have tendered it to 

my learned friend this morning sir, and he said that I should 

hand it to Your Worship in Court, but I will hand it over to 

my learned friend, or we can give it to Your Worship.

COURT: I will receive it in my office. I won't take it

on the Bench. Thank you. 20

ADV BIZOS: As Your Worship pleases.

- COURT RULING -

COURT:

My ruling as far as the presence of witnesses are 

concerned, is that I expect everybody who already received 

notice to be called as a witness in this matter, to wait 

outside. That excludes the expert witnesses such as 

Professor Klomp and anybody else in a similar position.

ADV BIZOS: Your Worship, I must raise the question of

Captain Struwig with respect sir. 30

COURT / ____



COURT: Yes. As far as I know Mr Bizos, as far as my memory
serves me, it is correct, I have not decided to call him as a 
witness. His evidence, I think an affidavit was handed in.
ADV BIZOS: Yoir Worship, again, it is with some regret 
that I have to make this submission, but I must make it sir.
Your Worship, there is one affidavit already by Mr Nanabhai 
in which it is alleged...
COURT: Did I make a ruling on this affidavit Mr Bizos?
ADV BIZOS: On Mr Nanabhai, yes sir.
COURT: No, Mr Struwig? 10
ADV BIZOS: As far as I recall sir....
COURT: Has he been given notice to give evidence in this
matter?
ADV BIZOS: No. But sir, if Your Worship would hear me out 
sir, the affidavit of Mr Auret van Heerden sir, which is 
about to be handed in, clearly makes, abundantly clear, if 
the affidavit is going to be received, the...
COURT: Thank you Mr Bizos, I haven't received the state
ment from Mr van Heerden yet, I have heard a lot about Mr 
van Heerden but I haven't received his statement. I am not 20 
going to make any ruling in advance. In the meantime,
Captain Struwig is allowed to stay in Court. Should I 
decide to call him as a witness, I will ask him to leave the 
Court.
ADV BIZOS: Your Worship could I ask in the alternative sir, 
that he does not sit facing the witnesses. He is not the 
investigating officer in the case sir, with the greatest 
respect, he is not the investigating officer sir, on the 
affidavits...
COURT: Is that all you want to say Mr Bizos? 30
ADV BIZOS: That is so sir.
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COURT: Thank you Mr Bizos. You may proceed Mr de Vries.
ADV DE VRIES: As Your Worship pleases. The investigating 
officer, is he excluded from Your Worship's ruling?
COURT: He is Mr...?
ADV DE VRIES: Victor. Captain Victor.
COURT: No. He may stay inside.
ADV DE VRIES CALLS:
EVETT LOUISE BREYTENBACH: Sworn in.
EXAMINATION BY ADV DE VRIES: Miss Breytenbach, did you make 
an affidavit in regard to the death of Neil Aggett? --  Yes, 10
I did.

Is this the affidavit now being shown to you? --
That is correct.

Will you please hand in that affidavit a.s EXHIBIT 'MM*.
Did you know the late Neil Aggett while he was alive?

-- That is correct, I did.
Since when have you known him? —  I met Neil in July

1979.
Did you know him well? -- I knew him well, yes.
What kind of a man was he when you knew him? --  Neil 20

was a man with purpose, he was committed to working for change 
in South Africa through the Trade Union movements; he was a 
particularly sincere and honest friend...

When you say "change in South Africa", what do you mean
by that? -- Neil was against racial discrimination, and
wanted to work for a democratic society.

He was in the position of a man holding down two jobs
at the time, is that correct? --  That is correct.

By day he would be working as a Trade Unionist and by
night he would be working as a medical doctor? --  That's 30

correct. It was one to two nights a week. As a medical



doctor.
Did he have any preference for either of the two? ---

Well, he had made a choice to dedicate most of his time to 
the Trade Union that he was working for, but he wanted to 
keep in practice in his medicine with a view to possibly 
moving back into it later on.

When would the later on be? -- Neil had said that
if at any stage he was prevented from working further in the 
Trade Union, then he would in all likelihood go back into 
medicine. 10

Did he express any preference for where he would go
back into medicine? --  Well immediately he was keen to
go straight to Baragwanath and carry on working in the 
emergency casualty section.

And in the long-term? --  He had talked about a rural
situation and had spoken about the Transkei which was a place 
that he knew.

Did he give any indication of wishing to specialise in
any part of medicine? -- Yes, he wanted to specialise in
emergency surgery. 20

Why? -- V/ell he had had a lot of experience in
emergency work and found that he was good at it. And enjoyed 
it.

During December 1981 did you apply to visit Neil in 
detention? -- Through Neil's lawyer, yes.

This application was granted? --  That is correct.
And you visited him on the 23rd December 1981? --

That is correct yes.
Where did you visit him? --  On the 10th floor of

John Yorster Square. 30
Where did you find him? -- I found him in one of the



rooms on the 10th floor.

What was he busy doing at the time? --- There was some

sort of procedure - he was sitting behind a desk and had a 

pen to his mouth and a piece of paper in front of him.

Could you draw any conclusions as to what he had been

doing prior to you seeing him there? --- I could not be

sure, but I assumed that he was undergoing some form of 

interrogation.

Why do you say that? --- Because there was another

person, a Lieutenant Whitehead, sitting at 90° from him 10

and I presumed that there was some sort of inter-action 

between them and that possibly Neil was making notes in 

regard to that.

What was the relationship between Lieutenant Whitehead

and Neil Aggett? --- As I experienced it, it was cordial

and polite.

Could you give us an example? Of why you say so? ---

Yes. Neil was referred to by his first name and on the two 

occasions that Lieutenant Whitehead had interacted, as he did 

so, cordially, and Neil responded cordially. 20

What was Neil Aggett's condition at the time? Mentally

as well as physically? --- I found him to be very well, both

physically and mentally.

How did the interview between the two of you go? ---

Well, it was primarily about domestic affairs and then after 

that it was - I asked him whether there was anything that I 

could do for him, in terms of clothing, and his needs, and I 

was also concerned to know how he was being treated, and 

whether he was well. . . . .

Did you ask him how he was being treated? --- Yes, I JO

asked him what conditions were like.
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Did he answer you? -- Yes.
What did he say? --  He said that he was being treated

well.
Did he show any signs of nervousness? --  Not that I

was aware of.
Did he say anything specifically about his treatment?

And his detention? --  He said that he had seen a doctor,
a District Surgeon, who had looked after an eye infection 
which he had been suffering from.

Did he say anything about his detention at Pretoria as 10
against his detention at John Yorster? -- Yes, he said
that since he had arrived at John Vorster Square, he felt 
far more in touch with the world, because of the noise of 
the traffic and the city around...outside his cell, and he 
also said that he had indirect contact with prisoners.
They could - other detainees. They could pass items of 
food between one another.

And did he say anything about the conditions at John
Yorster Square? --  He said - I don't remember him making
any particular comments. I think he said that he had a 20
large cell.

Just refer to page 4, the last couple of sentences of
paragraph 8. --  Well he said that conditions at John
Yorster Square were much better generally.

Yes. Was that in relation to his previous detention?
-- As related to Pretoria. I took it to understand that
his general wellbeing in terms of the food, and also in terms 
of having that indirect contact with other detainees, was 
what made his conditions better.

What was he like in appearance at the time? --  30
Physically he looked very well, he looked relaxed, he was
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dressed neatly but I remember noticing that he had no belt on, 

so his trousers were sagging. Anything else more specific?

No. I want to know from you what he looked like to you.

Neat, slovenly, unkempt? --- Ho, he looked neat to me, but

as I say, I noticed that he didn't have a belt on and so 

that drew my attention.

Did he seem wide awake to you? In control ..of - things?

--- Yes, he seemed alert, and he seemed in control of

the situation.

Did he say at all - say anything about his detention 10 

and what he expected would happen to him? And what his

future plans were? --- Yes, there were...I can think of

two things which he mentioned around that.. The first was 

that he said he couldn't be sure that he would be released
0

by February, but that a booking that he, Liz, myself and a 

friend of mine had made for a holiday in February, shouldn't 

be cancelled, and that he hoped to go on that holiday.

Uhmmm...now I have forgotten what I was going to say. Gould 

you just repeat the question?

I want to know, if he said anything about his detention 20 

and his plans for the future. What he thought would happen

to him. --- Oh yes. The other thing that he said was that...

well, he asked me for a copy of Bailey's Emergency Surgery 

book, and I presumed from that, that he was beginning to 

study emergency surgery and that would be a direction in the 

future.

In other words, do I gather from that., that he gave the 

intention that he was not going to go on with the trade union

work? --- I couldn't be sure about that, but he gave the

impression that it was a possibility that he would not be JO 

working further in trade union work.



Did he say whether he expected to be charged, or what
the police reaction to him was? --  He wasn't allowed to
talk about anything around that, and he certainly gave no 
impression that he would be charged.

When you say he was not allowed to talk about anything 
like that... -- That's correct.

What do you mean by that? -- When I was ushered into
the room, the conditions of the visit were that we confine 
our work to...our talk to domestic affairs.

Was Lieutenant Whitehead present throughout? -- Yes, 10
he was.

Did he at any time stop you? -- Yes, he interrupted
us on two occasions.

Which two occasions? What happened there? --  On
the one occasion Neil said that the person who was interro
gating him was interrogating Liz as well. On the second 
occasion he said to me that it seemed as if it was going to 
be a big case.

Was that the only two occasions on which you were 
stopped? -- That's correct yes. 20

Otherwise it was a free and easy interview? --  Well,
I wouldn't say it was easy, because the conditions are fairly 
stressful. But we were allowed to talk about domestic 
matters and matters relating to his immediate needs.

Now on page 6, paragraph 15, you give your impressions
you gained of Neil Aggett during your visit. --  That is
correct.

Could you just read that out please? -- "The
impression I gained of Neil during that visit
was that his state of mind was good, his physical 30
condition was good and he was optimistic about
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the future. He gave every indication that he 

did not expect to be charged but that upon his 

release from detention he might be banned and 

thereby prevented from continuing with his trade 

union work. He certainly gave no indication of 

being despondent, despairing, depressed or that 

there was any reason for him to want to put an end 

to his life. On the contrary, he appeared to be 

optimistic about the future.”

Thank you. This interview lasted for 30 minutes? --- 10

Plus minus, yes.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY ADV DE VRIES:

ADV SCHABORT TO COURT: Your Worship, I might perhaps just 

at this stage say that we hold certain vievjs about the 

admissibility of hearsay accounts of what the deceased had 

allegedly said. Now Your Worship will have noticed that we 

did not object to this witness's evidence, we do not want to 

do it every time sir'., and we construe Your Worship's ruling 

on a previous occasion, as to the effect that the truth of. ...
20

what the deceased said is not proven by these hearsay accounts. 

And on that basis sir, we have not objected to this evidence 

being given.

CROSS-EXAIilNA.T 10 N BY ADV SCHABORT: Miss Breytenbach, I have 

read your faitly lengthy affidavit and to cut a long story 

short, it is my impression, overall impression, that the 

upshot of your affidavit is that Dr Neil Aggett was very much 

in the same physical and mental condition in which he was

prior to his detention, on this particular day? --- Must I

comment on that?

Yes. --- Neil and I in fact joked about the fact that 30

while he was in detention, certainly when I saw him, he had
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been sleeping far better and far more and was physically 
fitter than he had been before he went into detention.

Very well. So, may I then construe your evidence, or 
your affidavit as to the effect that he was even in a better
shape than before? --  That's correct yes. It was my
impression. . . ...

And the atmosphere in that room, even though it was in 
a police office, was relaxed and pleasant? -—  I certainly 
didn't feel relaxed. I didn't find the atmosphere relaxed, 
but it was cordial. 10

Yes. I suppose it was your first visit to John Vorster 
Square? -- That's correct.

And this was a bit of an unusual meeting, but in the 
circumstances is it fair to say that this was a pleasant and
fairly relaxed get-together? ---  I did not find it
pleasant. I found it cordial.

Cordial. Yes. I any event, the policemen present 
were polite and apparently fairly generous in their handling
of the situation? --  I, when I first went in, actually
objected to the fact that Neil and I were only given half 20 
an hour to visit, because other detainees had been granted 
an hour's visit. So I didn't find it particularly generous.

I see. But they were polite in their handling of the 
situation, is that right? --  Yes, they were.

And cordial you said. --  Yes.
In other words, to put it colloquially, they were 

pleasant. And tried, to make it in the circumstances,
apparently as nice as possible. For the two of you. --  It
is very hard for me to agree with you, to say that they were 
pleasant and making it as nice as possible, when there is 30 

someone sitting and monitoring everything that one says, and
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also restricts what one is allowed to talk about.

Yes, I do not dispute the fact that they were present, it
was their duty to be present. Do you accept that? --  Yes,
I do.

Now accordingly I say Miss Breytenbach, in that setting, 
where they were obliged to be there, where you were afforded 
the opportunity to visit Dr Aggett, they were still apparently 
trying to be as pleasant as possible. Is that not a fair
comment? -- I still ... I am sorry Your Worship, but I did
not find it a pleasant situation. 10

I see. --  I found it polite.
Now when you entered that room, and the deceased was

sitting at the desk, I believe he got up? --  After the
discussion between myself and Captain van Eensburg, yes, he 
got up.

Yes, and then? -- We embraced.
Yes. Was there any objection to that? --  No, there

was no objection.
And then what did you do? -- Neil returned to back

behind...well, behind his desk and I sat down next to him on 20 
a chair.

And what else can you tell us about the way in which he
was sitting? --  Well we were sitting next to one another
and had physical contact, our knees were touching and at 
times we held hands.

Was there any objection to that? --  No, there was no
objection to that.

And when you left the room again, after this interview,
did you and the deceased embrace again? --  That's correct,
we did.  ̂ 30

Where? --  We were standing behind...or would have
moved / ....
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moved just in front of the desk that Neil was at.

Where were the policemen then? —  Lieutenant Whitehead 

was standing just outside the door in the corridor.

So, was he allowing you to greet each other at that stage 

in privacy? --- That's correct, as far as I was aware of.

Now Miss Breytenbach, you have told His Worship that 

you met the deceased in July 1979? --- Yes.

And after that, is it true to say that your relationship 

became very close? --- Yes, that is correct.

And was it a love affair? --- No, it was not a love 10

affair.

And by what stage had it reached the stage where it was

a very close relationship? --- In the month before Neil was

detained, we became very close.

How would you describe it during the period prior to

that month? --- During the period prior to that month..uhmm

...if I can fill in some background. When I first met Neil 

I had been ill for about a year with a renal disease and...

I beg your pardon? ----  For about a year before I met

Neil I had been ill with a renal disease and when I met him, 20 

when we first became friends, he consistently gave me advice 

and explanations about the tests I was undergoing and around 

the disease.

Yes? --- As a result of that I came to trust Neil

and he became a friend who I could confide in. In the month 

before his detention Neil, Liz, myself and my boyfriend 

arranged a number of holidays and Sunday outings which we 

took and planned together, which was something that we had 

done for the first time.

Yes? -—  In August a good friend of ours died without 30 

warning and Neil was of immense support to me in coping with

that. / ....
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that. I had never had a close friend die.

That was in July '81? --  That was in August.
I mean in August. --  August '81.
Yes. Now after that was there even a strengthening of

the relationship? --  Yes, definitely, because a number of
friends of ours were detained in September, and when one 
shares a stressful situation like that, things automatically 
come closer, and linked with that was an anxiety that Neil 
himself might be detained, and we made a point of talking a 
lot about detention, and I made a point of trying to let 10
him realise that I would be a friend who would support him 
and who he could count on throughout any such detention.

Miss Breytenbach, so, may we summarise it then by
saying that you never had an affair with him as such? --
That is correct. As long as I knew him, he was completely 
committed to his relationship with Liz Flloyd.

Was his relationship with Miss Flloyd one that endured
throughout the time until he was detained? --  That's
correct, it did.

So, there was not a break in that relationship at any 20
time? -- In about, I think it was October, Neil and Liz
changed their living situation in order to reassess their 
lifestyle together, but the relationship continued.

Yes. Now you were the only person actually who visited
him during his detention. From outside. --  As far as I
know his mother and sister visited him as well.

Yes, no, that is quite true. But as far as ... I am 
not talking about relatives, I am talking about friends,...
--  That's correct.

Do you know of any other women in his life prior to his 30 
detention? --  Could you please qualify that? He had many



friends...
Well do you understand my question? I think I have put

it crisply and clearly. -- All right. I think Neil, as
with anyone of us, had many friends of both sexes.

Yes. Well, let me then be more specific. And there is 
a reason why I am asking you this question. Are you aware of 
any affairs that he had with other women, apart from Dr Flloyd? 
Prior to his detention?
COURT: Is this relevant to this inquiry Mr Schabort?
ADV SCHABORT: It is M'Lord. Your Worship. It relates 10
to certain information set out in Dr Wolf's......a certain
factual matter related to him, and I am interested in probing 
that aspect.
COURT: Thank you.
WITNESS: I met Neil in July 1979 and in all that time he 
was living with Liz as man and wife, apart from the changed 
living conditions that I have already referred to.
ADV SCHABORT: That was in October? --  As far as I
remember, yes.

Well he was detained towards the end of November. --  20
That's correct yes.

Yes. So by the...well, during that period, October,
November, did the two of them live together again? -- They
continued their relationship. They spent nights together.

You see, I am just trying to find out what this means, 
according to Dr Wolf, Dr Aggett and Dr Flloyd separated for 
a while - it is at page 24-7 of the record sir, of the bundle 
of documents. She was resentful of affairs he had had with 
other women. Are you able to cast light on that, to say
where this possibly came from, or not? --  I am unable to 30
cast any light on that.

So, /  ..••
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So, does this strike you as something which is possibly

not correct? --  During the time that I knew Neil, it
certainly wasn't correct.

Do you know who Dr Wolf is? He is a psychiatrist. --
No, I don't know who he is.

And he is to be called on behalf of the Aggett family.
Veil in any event Miss Breyteribach, you can't account for
this statement in Dr Wolf's report? --  Neil certainly
never went into any details or told me of any love affairs 
that he had had. 10

Yes. Well, it is also stated here that there was a 
reconciliation. You don't know anything about that either?
--  When I met Neil and Liz in July 1979, they had just
moved into a house together. I didn't know the circumstances 
of their relationship before that.

When was that? In July 1979? --  July 1979 yes.
But after, after this. -- As I said, as far as I

was aware, there was certainly no break in their relationship.
You see, there is another aspect to this. According to 

Dr Flloyd in her affidavit, paragraph 5, she states that the 20 
two of them lived together,"and continued to do so until a 
few weeks before we were detained on the 27th November 1981".
--  That is correct, yes.

This seems to support the notion that there was a break
in their relationship. -- I disagree that there was a break
in their relationship. They were reassessing their lifestyle 
together and felt that they could do so more objectively by 
living in different circumstances.

You must forgive me for having asked you these questions 
because one noticed the way in which the two of you behaved 30 
during your visit and this reference to other women made one
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think that possibly you were a woman in his life at that time.
Then I wanted to ask you certain questions. --  Yes, during
the visit I responded naturally and spontaneously with as much 
warmth as I could, to give him as much support as I could, 
knowing that he was in solitary confinement.

Now Miss Breytenbach, there is a lot of evidence in 
these papers, including this particular report of Dr Wolf,
to the effect that the deceased was a quiet person. --
That is correct. On the whole Neil was fairly quiet.

He appeared to have been a reserved person? --  His 10
manner was quiet, he didn't ever draw particular attention 
to himself by acting rowdily.

Well the evidence given by several people so far is 
more or less to this effect; that he would not, let's say, 
indulge in small-talk like many people would, whenever the 
occasion arose. He would speak when spoken to. --- Eor 
a friend who knew him well and where conversation flowed 
very easily between us, I find it hard to comment on that.

Yes. But by and large...or let me say in general, would 
you agree that he was on the quiet side, and that he was a 20 
reserved type of person? -- Yes, I would agree with that.

And did you often have conversations with him? --  Yes.
And how would he converse? Like ordinary people?

An ordinary person? --  Yes, I think the point that strikes
me most when I think about what it was like to talk with Neil, 
was that he always listened carefully and with respect to me 
when I spoke, and in general I think that that was how he 
related to all the people I saw him talking with.

Yes. And did you also see him sometimes in a conversa
tion with quite a few people? --  I remember him being at 30
parties with groups of people.
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And did you see him chatting with those people? In

that setting? --  He usually really enjoyed dancing very
much during those times, because he had very few...little time 
to socialise.

And did you ever discuss, well, say a topic like politics 
with him? --  We discussed the trade union movement.

yes? -- Not, I wouldn't term something like that as
politics.

You wouldn't term that politics, but in the course of 
a discussion of that nature you would naturally I suppose 10
also touch upon political issues and aspects, not so? --  Any
issues that one might term political, were directly linked 
to interests of the trade union that he was working on.

Yes. And I suppose he was very keen on that matter?
--  Well he was dedicated to his trade union activities, so
he did speak about it.

Yes. And also in the presence of others. -- In the
presence of my housemates, yes.

And did you ask him questions about that? -- I asked
him about the trade union movement, yes. 20'

And would he give an explanation? -- Very often he
xtfould talk about problems that he had with negotiations or 
with going to meet workers. He gave me...he would tell me 
about the issue of registration and non-registration, because 
he was in a non-registered union....

Yes. And was there anything extraordinary about the way 
in which he would talk about it? The way in which he talked?
Would he stand up and get very emotional about it, or... --
No. I think the only thing that ever came across was his 
extreme dedication to his union. 30

So, in discussing these matters was there anything
exceptional / ....



exceptional about his demeanour? --  Hot that I can recall.
Specifically.

No, I am just asking you because I wondered whether 
there was perhaps anything extraordinary about the way in 
which he spoke and expressed himself. But is.it true, that
there was nothing? -- Not that I can think of.

He didn't nod his head and make gestures and carry on
like that? -- Neil was expressive in all of his talking.
He used his hands, and very often used motions with his hands.

Well, but like ordinary people, everybody else almost? 10
--  It was a characteristic that I knew was characteristic
to Neil. But there was nothing extraordinary about it.

Nothing extraordinary. It was like many people that
you have seen, behaving like that? -- TJiat's correct.
And as with many people, they were characteristic to Neil, 
as everyone has their individual movements.

Whenever Lieutenant Whitehead interrupted the conversa
tion, Miss Breytenbach, did he also do that in a polite
fashion? -- Yes, I recall him saying, "Please Neil".

His mother has described him in an interview with Dr 20 
♦ Wolf, as a person with a will of steel. He was a very

determined person. Would you agree with that? --  Yes, I
think he was determined.

Someone has ostensibly referred to him as an ascetic
person. --  I am sorry, I don't know the meaning of that
word.
ADV BIZOS: Your Worship, did my learned friend say aesthetic 
or ascetic?
ADY SCHABORT: No, I said ascetic (pronounced asketic).
ADV BIZOS: Ascetic?---------  - 30
WITNESS: Ascetic? (pronounced properly).

ADV / ___



ADV SCHABORT: Ascetic, sorry. My mistake. --  Oh.
Ascetic...uhmm, as I understand the word, I don't relate that 
to Neil, no.

Well, we also got the impression that that was possibly 
a misdescription, but it does feature in this particular....
--  No, I didn't experience him as being sour or taciturn.

Yes. Did he easily communicate his personal worries to
you as a friend? --  He spoke about his personal worries
only in the time before he was detained, during those months 
when I said we had got much closer. 10

Yes. In other words, when the relationship had become 
fairly intimate, he would let you get to know something about
his personal worries? --  It had become more equal, and that
was the way in which it became more equal.. Until then I had 
confided mainly in Neil, and a few months before he was 
detained he confided in me.

Did he communicate his emotions, like for instance, he
felt sad? -- He communicated anxiety at the possibility of
him being detained. He would communicate worry if things at 
work were not going well. 20

Was this something which, this worry about being detained, 
because I do understand that he was aware of the fact that he 
was being watched by the police, do you know anything about
that? -- He was anxious about how he would fare in
solitary confinement, as I think anyone facing that sort of 
detention would be.

Yes. And did you perhaps notice any sign of depression 
in him as a result of for instance, this particular menace?
-- I didn't notice the pressure in the way in which he
coped with problems, that he would talk them through with 30 

people that he knew.



1213. E.L. Breytenbach.
So, although he might have been fairly tense and anxious 

about this, this was not something which he carried on his
face - if I may used that expression. -- No, I don't think
it was a new threat. From the time that he started work in 
the trade union, he knew that at some stage there might be a 
possibility of him being detained.

So you never noticed anything in the period before his 
detention? Which made you think that he was very anxious or
that he was depressed? --  I certainly think that he went
through times of anxiety, there was the possibility of that 10 
happening, but I never link the idea of depression with Neil.

How did he appear at those times of anxiety? --  He
was more open than at other times. He spoke about his 
anxieties.

In other ways in which you became aware of the fact
that this was an axious period for him? ---  Well I thought
the change in his living situation and moving into a new 
house with other people, was different for him, and that 
it was something that was new.

Well what does that mean? --  Well, it merely meant 20*
that he had to change his personal life.

No, but maybe we are at cross-purposes, because I was 
asking you to tell His Worship whether, during that period 
before his detention, when at times he was rather anxious, 
there were any other visible signs of his anxiety. You 
have told His V/orship that he spoke about it, and he told you 
about it. But was there anything else that you could see?
That he was a worried man? Or a tense man? -- I think
that his anxiety was under control and he was as busy as
ever. That was the stronger thing that I was aware of. 30

Well you do say that he appeared to you to be in control
of / ....



1214-. E.L. Breyteribach.
of his mind and circumstances, even during those periods 
of anxiety? -- Absolutely, yes.

He was a levelheaded person. --  Extremely levelheaded.
Who, in his own reserved way handled his problems. --  Yes,
and I think any stressful situation, for example the ones in 
Baragwanath casualties.

In any event, to summarise, you have actually seen him 
and spoken to him during periods of anxiety, but there is 
nothing that you can tell His Worship which impressed you as 
things that you noticed, from his physical appearance or 10
otherwise, that was noteworthy? --  Nothing that I was
aware of.
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY ADV SCHABORT:
CROSS-EXA.MINA.TION BY ADV BIZOS: I think you have already told 
His Worship and the learned Assessor that the late Dr Aggett 
expected that he may be detained? --  That's correct yes.

And that he confided in you before his detention. --
That's correct, yes.

Either expressly or by implication, during the exchange 
of these confidences, did he ever give you an indication as 20' 
to whether, other than detention itself, whether he had 
anything to fear? -- Yes, we had one noteworthy conversa
tion a little time before he was detained, and he said that 
he had one fear about detention, and that was that he feared 
that the Security Police might think that he was a kingpin 
in the investigations. He used the word "kingpin". In their 
investigations. And that he wasn't. He feared that they 
might think that he was something that he wasn't.

Did he give any indication to you as to whether he was
involved in anything illegal? Before his detention? --  J>0

During that same conversation he specifically said to me that



1215. E.L. Breytenbach.
if he was detained I should not worry because he was not a 
member of the ANC.

You told us that a number of your friends had been 
detained. Now how real did you consider the.possibility
of his own detention? -- Well Neil said to me that there
was a rumour that Barbara Hogan had had a list of names of 
people and although he didn't say that his name was on that 
list, I presumed from that, that linked with that, there was 
a possibility of him being detained. .

Did he discuss any possibility of his running away 10
from this in any way for fear of any unlawful involvement
in anything? --  No, he certainly wouldn't have run away.
He said to me that - always in the time that we.knew him - 
that he was committed to open legal and democratic.activity 
and he would never have jeopardised his union by doing 
anything unlawful.

How strong was his commitment to South Africa? --  I
think his commitment to South Africa was very strong.

Insofar as it may be suggested, or may have been 
suggested by anyone that the late Dr Neil Aggett was a loner 20' 
without any social contacts, walking around as a person who 
did not fit in the society in which he was living, what
would your comment be? -- I would say that those people
did not know Neil.
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY ADV BIZOS:
RE-EXAMINATION BY ADV DE VRIES: You said that the interview 
was conducted under stressful circumstances. Did Neil show
any signs of stress? -- I was the person who was feeling
the most stress.

Did he show any signs of stress at all? -- I didn't 30
see any signs of nervousness or stress.



NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY ADV DE VRIES:

ADV DE VRIES CALLS:
KEITH COLEMAN: Affirms to tell the truth.
EXAMINATION BY ADV DE VRIES: Mr Coleman, did you make an 
affidavit in regard to the death of Neil Aggett?. — - I did.

The affidavit now being shown to you, is that the
affidavit that you made? --  That is correct.

Do you confirm that affidavit and hand it in as
•EXHIBIT 1 NN». --  That is correct. 10

You did make this as an affidavit, sworn to?..--  Yes.
Now you deposed that you are a student and you were 

detained in terms of section 22 of the Internal Security Act 
at John Vorster Square from 25 October uhtil 7 November 1981?
--  That is correct.

You were then thereafter detained at John Vorster Square 
under section 6 of the Terrorism Act? From the 7th November
1981 to 26th March 1982? --  That is correct.

Did you know Dr Aggett prior to your detention? --  I
did. 20

Under what circumstances? --  We had common interests
and I saw him from time to time.

Was he a friend of yours? --  One could say that, yes.
Can you remember when Dr Aggett arrived at John Vorster 

Square? —  I do not recall precise dates, I have difficulty 
in remembering times during the course of my detention.

It was more or less the middle of December? --  I
believe so, yes. ......

Did you have occasion to meet Dr Aggett while in deten
tion? --  I did. 30

How did this come about? --  During the course of
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