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A F F I D A V I T 

I, the undersigned, 

TOM LODGE 

do hereby make Oath and say: 

1. I hold the Degrees of.B.A. Honours in History (1st Class) 

1974, of the University of York, England and of B. Phil. 

in Southern-African Studies, 1975, also of the University 

of ·York,- 'England. 'I am currently working on a Doctor's 

Degree at the same University, my subject being the 

.. Pan Africanist Congress of South Africa. 

•. 

2. During the years 1976 and 1977 I was a research worker 

at the Centre for Southern African Studies at the 

University of York. I am now in my fifth year of lecturing 

in the Department of Political Studies at �he University 

of the Witwatersrand. My teaching subjects are South 

African Politics, African Politics and Soviet and·East 

European Politics. 

3. I have published various articles in South African and 

International Scholarly Journals, including the Journal 

of Southern African Studies (Oxford) , the African Studies 

Review (Boston) and the Journal of Modern African Studies · 

(Cambridge). A book, "Black Politics in South Africa 

Since 1945" completed earlier this year,is due to be 

published in December 1982 by Longmans. 

4. I was requested by the Legal Representatives of Dr Neil 
. ' 

Hudson Agetts family to express an cpinion on two questions. 
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L was furnished with two type-written statements
··, the one 

dated 8th.January 1982 and the other, partly completed 

type-written statement running to twelve pages. I was 

also given a copy of a hand-written statement substantially 

similar to the partly completed typed statement and I 

have also examined a.journal said to have been kept by 

Dr Aggett in 1971 and 1972 whilst a student at the 

University of Cape Town. 

The Statement dated. 8th January. �982 I will cal� Statement 

A and the second type-written statement, l wi�l call 

statement B. The hand-written statement I will.ca�l 

Statement c. Statement C is substantiaLly similar to 

Statement B except that the Statement B·omits the second 

sentence of parag�aph.� of statement C: "I am also an 

idealist". The two questions I was asked to express an 

opinion on are: 

Question 1 

Whether Statement A indicates that Dr Aggett was a member 

of the South African Communist Party (SACP) or the African 

National Congress (ANCJ, and if not, inso�ar.as it-is 

possib�e to label people, in which ideolog�cal camo would 

one place him. 

Question 2 

Whether Statement B and C alter my answer to the first 

question, with particular.reference to paragraph 1 and 

any other features which distinguish them from Statement A. 

I will discuss the Statements in the sequence in which they 

were written. 

5.1 The main part of Statement A, ie the narrative section 

describing his involvement with Trade Unionism (Pages 

1 - 20), contains only incidental references to specifically 

political concerns. Nevertheless tram his views on Trade 

Unions and their general function in South African Society, 

my opinion is that while Dr Aggett in the South African 

political context would be considered to be 
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left of centre, his scruples about the methods employed 

to achieve political and social change would define him as 

a reforrnist·rather than a revolutionary. The following 
quotations from the statement substantiate this judgment: 

"I felt that if I worked in a Trade Union I 

could at least contribute towards seeing these 

things (inadequate laws) gradually changed. " 

(Page 4 - paragraph 15) 

.. even the management seems happy now 

because there is a relationship of mutual 

respect and not that of master-servant with 

its mistrust. I felt that if people learnt 

this in all spheres of life, changes would 

gradually come about in South Africa for the 

better". 

(Page 4 - paragraph 15) 

"I see myself as working in the Trade Union 

Movement to bring about these gradual changes 

in the law. " 

(Page 15 - paragraph 52) 

"I felt that the most positive area where I could 

be effective was in Trade Unions, because here 

you are actually changing concrete conditions 

of existance and not just talking retorical 

politics." 

(Page 20 - paragraph 6 7) 

5. 2 Clearly, these are not the opinions of a man who feels the 

only strategies which could bring about a more just social 

order are those which involve violence and clandestine 

organisations. This immediately distinguishes Dr Aggett's 

position from that of the followers of the ANC and the 

South African ·communist Party. Indeed, Dr Aggett obviously 
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had sharp misgivings about the strategy of "underground 
Trade Unionism" employeQ. by the ANC's ally, the South 

African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) : 

II although the history of SACTU was an 

admirable one, it was no longer what it used 

Page 4 

to be; ie. an open legal feder.at.ion of Trade 

Unions representing the interests of the South 

African worker. It had now become an illegal 

organ.isation that believed in building underground 

Trade Unions. !n this way, it was impossible for 

the membership to control the aims of SACTU and 

it left a lot of room for manipulation by people 

who may not represent the interests of their 

members" . 

(Page 20 - paragraph 69) 

5.3 Wo� experienced revolutionaries in a Communist Party, 

Dr Aggett' s overiding anxiety that democratic processes 

should be employed during all stages in the struggle 

for a democratic South Africa would appear Utopian and 

naive. Dr Aggett's libertarian ideal of open democratic 

organisations controlled from below has little in common 

with the tight, autocratic and hierarchial structure 

of "Democratic Centralism" which is characteristic of 

most Communist parties including the SACP. 

5.4 Dr Aggett's approach to political issues appears to have 

been esentially pragmatic and humanitarian: he carne to 

them in the first place through his experiences in medicine 

and while it is clear that he grew politically more 

knowledgeable and sophisticated, it is also evident that 

he took little interest in political matters that had 

no direct bearing on Trade Unionism. 

5.5 In general his approach to political movements seems 

to have been non-sectarian, unaffected for example by 

the intensification of hostility between groups adhering 

to Black Consciousness and those which advocate a less 
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racially exclusive approach. On page 11 - paragraph 37 
for example, Dr Aggett describes his attendance at an 
Azanian African Peoples Organisation meeting. 

5.6 The final two pages of Statement 
·
A (Pages 22 - 23) 

contain D� Aggett's views on the ANC, SACTU and the 
SACP. In brief, as far as the ANC and SACTU were 
concerned, Dr Aggett supported the Freedom Charter to 
which both these movements subscribe but, according 

to the statement, had considerable reservations about 

their present activities. (Within contemporary local 

black politics support for the Freedom Charter is neither 

exceptional nor particularly radical; identification 

with its aims should not be viewed as an endorsement 

of the ANC's current position.) In the case of both 

the ANC and SACTU, Dr Aggett felt they neglected the 

"areas that affect peoples daily lives • . • •  the day to 

day struggles on the factory floor and in the community " 

(Ref. Page 22 - paragraph 73) 

In discussing the ANC in the same paragraph he goes so 

far as to imply that with the ANC, given its present 

organisational structure, its "policies may not correspond 

to what is.wanted by the South African people": 

5.7 Dr Aggett is critical of the SACP and {unfairly) 

accuses it of in the 1920's "supporting the white 

workers in their struggles for protection against the 

black workers" (Ref. Page 23 - paragraph 76 ) .  His 

views on the SACP are completely incompatible with those 

of anyone who is a member or a syrnpathiser of this 

organisation. The SACP does not welcome internal dissent 

and would certainly not tolerate any criticism of its 

pro-Moscow orientation. It has a reputation for being 

quite exceptionally supportive in its relationship with 

the Soviet Union. It would be very difficult for anyone 

with Dr Aggett' s evident mis.givings about the virtues of 

Soviet internal and external policies to be a member of 

the South African Communist Party. 
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5.8 From Statement A it is evident that Dr Aggett opposed 

racism and felt that with his Trade Union activity he 
w�s contributing to a non-racist political order of the 
type described in the Freedom Charter. The Charter calls 
for a Society which combines features drawn from liberal 
democracy and from socialism. It is neither collectivist 
nor individualist in ethos. In fact,.the finding of the 

Special Court in R vs Adams and others, 1961, was that 

the Charter was a mildly socialist document. Nothing in 

Statement A indicates that Dr Aggett had very defin�te 

views on the kind of economic· system which would provide 

the foundation of his desired society. Statement A indicates 

that Dr Aggett was neither a member nor a sympathiser of 

the SACP and did not belong .. to any other illegal or 

clandestine organisation. 

, 

�. Does anything in Statements B and C contradict this 

conclusion? To an uninformed reader this may appear to . 

be the case as despite the obvious similarity of the main 

narrative and its argument (including the retention of a 

critical view of SACTU's strategy) there are two fresh 

admissions concerning Dr Aggett's political sympathies. 

They are: 

"I support the Marxist ideology and therefore 
- .  

I am a Communist. I am also an Idealist·" 

(Page 1 - paragraph 1) 

"When I began \'lorking in AFCWU I had communistic 

" ideas . . . . . 

(Page 1= · - paragraph 21) 

In addition Dr Aggett states that in 1977 he was a member 

of a "Capital" Reading Group. 

7. These admissions do not convince·me that Dr Aggett was a 

communist. They are expressed in a way that invites dis

belief. I have three reasons for thinking this� 
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1. 1 'l'he :tirst problem vlith these admissions is their extremely 
cryptic nature. Elsewhere D� Aggett is in his statements 
exact and precise - especially when defining his attitude to 
political movements. He was obviously a man who thought his 
way carefull.ly through political problems and expressed himself 
about them articulately. These sentences are inconsistent 
with the fashion in which the rest of these documents are 
written. The strongest implication, incidentally, that can 

be drawn from these sentences is that he-had an intellectual 

affiliation to Marxism, not that he was a SACP mernoer. This 

is inconsistent with Dr Aggett' s personality as· it is· expressed 

in the rest of the st'aternent, that o:t a pragmatic and 

undoctrinaire man. 

7.� The second point arises trom the language of these 

admissions. Communists would not describe Marxism as an 

"Ideology". In Marxist texts this word re:ters to a class 

based system of beliefs, values and cultures and is often 

used in a derogatory sense. To communists, Marxism would mean 

a set of theories about society, history and economics or a 

mode o:t analysis. To communists it does not necessarily follow 

that one is a communist merely because one believes in the 

utility of such theory and analysis. Only someone with a 

very naive conception of Marxism would state " I  support 

the Marxist Ideology and therefore I am a Co��unist". And 

no communist would voluntarily employ the word "communistic" 

to describe his own political inclinations. The word is 

normally used in a derogatory sense by people who are polit

ically extremely conservative. As such it has unpleasant 

associations for anyone on the left. 

7.3 Thirdly the statement "I support the Marxist Ideology and 

there:tore I am a Communist" should be read in conjunction with 

the next sentence (omitted from Statement B) .. I am also an 

Idealist". I do not believe this was a casual inclusion. 

It is intended to make nonse� of what has preceded it. TL 

I:t one subscribes to a materialist philosophy such as 

Marxism then one cannot describe oneself in the philosophic 

sense as an idealist. �he most basic exposition of Marxist 
MA.r"'C 1 S -.J L philosophy would normally begin with �iarni&� repudiation 

of Hegel's divine idea or world spirit. 

--. 

/' 
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Dr Aggett's journal contains notes on Hegei's concept 
of Idealism thereby providing convincing evidence 

that Dr Aggett was tamiliar with these issues. 

Furthermore, I am informed that Dr Aggett's most 

admired intellectual tigure was Albert Camus; not a 

writer of whom a Communist would approve. 

7.4 My conciusion therefore, is that Dr Aggett for reasons 

unknown to me allowed these references to Marxism and 

Communism to be included in Statements B and C but in 

a terminology which he would not normally employ and 

with the qualification concerning his idealism to 

demonstrate their falsehood. 

SIGNED and SWORN to before me by the Deponent who 

has acknowledged that he knows and understands the 

contents of this Affidavit. on this /1. fl- day of 

April 1�82. 


