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A F F I D A V I T 

I ,  the undersigned, 

YVETTE BREYTENBACH 
---

do hereby make oath and say: 

1. I am 26 years of age and am a qualified architect 

working as such in Johannesburg. I qualified as 

an architect at the University of the Witwatersrand 

in 1980. 

2. I live at 30 Saunders Street, Yeoville, and am 

employed at Stauch, Vorster and Partners, 

(architects) 1101 Dorbyl House, Reserve Street, 

Braarnfontein. 

3. I ... 
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3. I knew the late Dr Neil Aggett very well. I 

first met him in approximately July 1979 and 

since that time we became very close friends. 

During the months prior to his detention in 

N ovember 1981 our relationship had become much 

closer. 

4. I knew Neil Aggett to be a man who was highly 

principled and dedicated to fils work in the 

trade union. He was always full of purpose and 

) 
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he often spoke about the fact that if he were 

ever prevented from carrying out his trade union 

work, for example, by reason of a banning order, 

he would return to practise medicine full time. 

He spoke about the fact that in later life he 

would like to settle in the Transkei and work at 

a rural hospital. He also found working in the 

emergency section of a hospital a challenge 

because he liked to make decisions and act quickly 

and he felt that he was good at that. 

During December 1981 I made an application to 

visit N eil. The application was gran ted and I 

went to see �m on the lOth floor at John Vorster 

Square on the 23rd December. I was ushered into 

a room by a Captain van Rensburg and there I 

found N eil sitting behind a desk. with a pen 

in his mouth. He had paper on the des·k in front 

of I ... 
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of him and he appeared to be taken by surprise 

and gave no indication that he had been expecting 

me. 

6 .  During the vis±t which lasted for approximately 

half an hour Lieut Whitehead remained in the 

room with us. Both Whitehead and van Rensburg 

appeared to be on cordial and polite terms with 

Neil and called him by his first name. 

) 

7. When I entered N eil got up from the desk and we 

embraced in a restrained manner. During the 

8. 

visit I sat on the same side of the desk facing 

Neil and there was some knee contact between us. 

At times we held hands. I had a pen and a note

book with me in which I had written some notes 

to remind me of things to which I wished to 

refer during the visit and I also noted down 

certain things which Neil asked me to attend to. 

At no stage did Lieut Whitehead stop me from using 

the notebook. 

I found N eil to be very calm, clear headed and 

well, both physically and mentally. He seemed 

to be in complete control of his situation and 

showed no signs of nervousness during the visit. 

In fact, he was constantly reassuring me. On 

a number of occasions he said specifically "Don't 

worry, Yvette, everything's okay". He said 

that I . .. 
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that ne was· not sure whether he would be out by 

mid-February when he, Liz, I and another friend 

had planned to go away but said that I should 

not cancel the booking. He told me that he had 

lost weight but that he had done a lot of 

exercise in pretoria Central Prison and was 

fitter than ever. He told me that he had 

seen a doctor in regard to an eye infection 

and that this had cleared up. He told me that 

conditions at John Vorster Square were much 

better for him than at Pretoria because he 

felt in touch with the world there; there was 

noise from outside and he was also able to make 

indirect contact with other detainees. He said 

that conditions at John vorster Square were 

much better generally, that he was eating 3 

meals a day and was receiving parcels and 

sleeping well. 

He showed concern for his appearance and said 

that it was important that he should look "smart". 

He said that what one looked like was important 

and accordingly asked me to get him a pair of 

corduroys which I did after the visit. 

10. I .. . 
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10. The first part of our conversation related to 

domestic matters; he spoke about his car which 

needed attention, the Union and the agreement 

with Epic Oil which should have been signed on 

the day of his detention and which. required 

11. 

) 

attention. 

Neil told me that when he carne out of detention 

he intended to go back into medicine. This 

indicates to me that he was expecting to be 

banned after his release and would therefore 

be unable to continue with his trade union work. 

It also indicated to me that he did not expect 

to oe charged. He asked me to send him a copy 

of Bayley Emergency Surgery. I should mention 

that prior to his detention we had discussed 

the situation which might arise in the event of 

his being unable to continue with his trade union 

work and he had decided, in anticipation of 

possibly being banned, that he would specialise 

in emergency surgery and it seemed to me, from 

his request for this book, that during detention 

he was working towards that transition. 

12. On two occasions only did Lieut Whitehead inter

fere with our conversation. On one such occasion 

Neil I ... 
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N eil mentioned something about his interrogation 

and he was stopped: He interrupted a second 

time after N eil said it seemed as if it was 

going to be a big case. 

13. Neil told me that he was pleased to hear of the 

care group that had been set up and he was 

pleased that his house and cats were being looked 

after. He told me tfiat he was missing the house 

and that he had been pleased to receive my 

Christmas card because the picture on it was 

a painting of his house. 

14. After 30 minutes we were informed by Lieut 

�fuitehead that the visit was at an end. He 

stood outside the door in the passage while 

N eil and I embraced and kissed and r then 

1 5 .  

left. 

The impression I gained of Neil during that visit 

was that his state of mind was good, his physical 

condition was good and he was optimistic about 

the future. He gave every indication that he did 

not expect to be charged, but that upon his release 

from detention he might be banned and thereby 

prevented from continuing with his trade union 

work. / . • •  
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work. He certainly gave no indication of being 

despondent, despairing, depressed or that there 

was any reason for him to want to put an end to 

his life. On the contrary, he appeared to be 

optimistic about the future. 

16. That was the last occasion that I ever saw 

Neil Aggett. 

) 

I hereby certify that the deponent has acknowledged 

that she knows and understands the contents of this 

affidavit whlcfi was signed and sworn to before me 

at JOHANNESBURG on this the 18th day of JUNE 1982. 

�-----

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 

Full Name (in print) : �a� �'te:c 

Business address: c1..., £,c.c:.:r� 00� J:5. ¥-.:..Jte:Wl--

-------·---------------------

Desig nation: 

( 


