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A F F I D A V I T 

I, the undersigned, 

MAURICE PETER SMITHERS 

do hereby make oath and say:-

1. I was detained on 22 September 1981 in terms of 

Section 22. Although I was held in Randburg, I 

was interrogated on the lOth Floor at John Vorster 

Square as well as at Randburg; I was released 14 

days after my detention. 

2. I was re-detained on 24 November 1981, in terms OI 

Section 22. As in the case of my first detention, 

I was held at Randburg for a period of 4 months and 

2 days, the section 22 detention having been altered 

to detention under Section 6 of the Terrorism Act 

after 14 days. 

3. From the middle of December 1981, until the 4th 

January 19�2 I was Irequently taken to John Vorster 

Square to type an autobiographicaL statement (which 

I had already handwritten in Randburg) containing, 

inter alia, particuLars relating to my poLiticaL 
I 

involvements and associations. On each such 

occasion I worked in one of the Oifices situated on 

the tenth floor of John Vorster Squafe. On a number 

of these occasions I saw Dr Neil Aggett in an office 

adjoining that in which I was working. At times he 

was being questioned and at other times he appeared 

to be sitting at a desk or table and writing. 

< 

..... .. ' . .. . � � . . ... . : . - .. �.. ·. . . 
.. 



Page :L 

4 .  The partitioning between the respective orfices in 

which Dr Aggett and i worked, consisted partiy ot 

frosted giass. The giass extended trom approximateiy 
' 

waist height upwards. Although the giass was frosted, 

it was possible to recognise and identity Dr Aggett. 

I had known him prior to our detention though not well, 

and I was able to identify him through the giass. 

The nature at the frosted giass was such that I could 

generally identify people whom I knew by their 

silhouettes through the glass. At no time while we 
..._ 

were on the lOth floor did I have any contact 

whatsoever with Dr Aggett. 

5. On 25 January 1982 at approximately 9. JO a. m. , I 

was taken to the same office on the tenth floor of 

John Vorster Square trom which I had previously seen 

Dr Aggett. - I remained there until shortly atter 

10. 00 a. m. when I was taken to an optician, with 

whom I had an appointment at lu. ou a. m. I had 

broken the right hand lens of my glasses and had 

obtained permission to see the optician. When 

I first arrived at the office at about 9. JO a.m. I 

saw Dr Aggett through the frosted glass in the 

adjoining office. He was standing and there were 

six or seven policemen in the room with him. 

Occasionally I heard voices but I couldn't hear 

what was being said. After a short while, a 

number of policemen left the adjoining office and 

only three remained. I was seated at the time and the 

persons in the adjoining room were only visibie from 

the waist upwards. I recali that Dr Aggett was 

wearing a white shirt. I was able to identify this 

coiour through the frosted glass. 
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6 .  � then left and after I had seen the optician, I was 

brought back to the same oftice. The time was 

approximately 11. 00 a.m. I sat down in the otfice 

while waiting to be taken back to Randburg. I could 

see that Dr Aggett was still in the adjoining office. 

He was standing and facing the glass and there were 

three police otficers st�nding near to hLm. 

7. After approximately five minutes one of the pol1cemen 

in the group appeared to indicate that Dr Aggett 

should go:c:'iaNn ·on-.tbe floor. I saw Dr Aggett go down 

but once down he was lost from my view.· A large 

policeman was standing over Dr Aggett and by his 

movements which I could discern through the glass 

the policeman appeared to take off his belt although 

he may simply have been adjusting his trousers or 

jacket. He then bent down and I could see the movement 

of his arms and heard a distinct sound as if flesh 

was being hit. I did not at that stage see what was 

in the policeman's hand since his back was towards me. 

Dr Aggett remained on the floor for between 5 - lu 

minutes and during that time it sounded and looked 

as if he was hit twice. 

8. When Dr Aggett stood up, he was standing near to 

the glass with his back towards me. He then began 

to run on the spot with his arms outstretched. 

Whenever his arms began to sag or he stopped running 

he was hit on the back or the arms with an obiect 

which looked like it could have been a ro�led up 

newspaper. On at least two occasions I h� a ryo�ice

man shout words to the effect "who told you to stop". 

He was being questioned all the time and I could see 

that Dr Aggett was talking at times because he 

gestured with his outstretched arms • 
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I was aware that I was witnessing an important 

incident and in order to establish tor how long this 

treatment continued I repeatedly obtained the time 

from the Black policeman who was guarding me. This 

policeman was aware that I was watching the scene 

in the adjoining office but said nothing and did 

nothing to prevent me from doing so. I would recognise 

this policeman but do not know his name. 

lU. Until approximately 12.10 p.m., Dr Aggett continued 

to run on the spot with his hands outstretched but 

trom time to time he was ordered to go down onto the 

floor. {While running on the spot, Dr Aggett sometimes 

had to raise his knees very high as well). He was 

obviously being made to do some form ot physical 

exercise on the floor such as press-ups because at one 

stage I heard a loud voice saying, "t:ome on, just ten 

more!". I cou.ld see while Dr Aggett was running on the 

spot that he was tiring. as he kept wiping the perspiration 

off his face and at one stage he appeared to stumble 

against a piece of furniture and he just prevented himself 

t rom falling. At that stage I saw the policeman hit him 

again with the "rolled up newspaper" and he shouted 

something at him as well. 

11. Suddenly, at·approximately 12.10 p.m. there was a 

flurry ot activity and Dr Aggett moved towards his 

right. He bent down and from his gestures, it seemed 

to me that he put on a pair of trousers. However, 

he made the same movement a second time from which 

I conc·L-ilded that on the first occasion he had put on 

his underpants and on the second occasion his trousers. 

He then drew his shirt on over his head without 

unbuttoning it and appeared to have hardly adjusted it 

when he was taken out ot the oftice. For these reasons 

I concluded that Dr Aggett had been naked during the 

interrogation and "exercise". 

' 
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12. During the entire period, I heard voices but I 

was generally unable to distinguish what was 

said although it was clear to me that he was being 

questioned. 

13. The whole experience left a deep impression on 

me and made me very angry. For approximately one 

hour on each of the following three days, L ran on 

the spot with my arms outstretched, did push-ups 

and lifted my knees to attempt to s�ulate and 

experience \·That Dr Aggett had gone through. On 

the third .day I was already experiencing searing 

pain in my legs and shoulders and I was unable to 

carry on with the exercises thereafter. 

1 4 .  O n  the same day \25th January) after I was back 

in my cell at Randburg I wrote a miniature 

note containing details of the treatment which 

I had seen Dr Aggett undergo. I was hoping that 

the information contained therein might be or use 

to people who were concerned about the conditions 

of detainees. I didn't at that stage know how I 

would get the note out of prison. 

Subsequently, however, on Friday 5th February I 

heard that Dr Aggett had been found hanged in his 

cell and, anticipating that I might receive a visit, 

I therefore re-wrote the miniature note with precisely 

the same information in it but indicating also that 

I knew of his death. I mananqed to pass this note 

to my sister who came to visit me on Saturday 6th 

February at John Vorster Square. I destroyed the 

original note. 

15 .. A copy of my second note is attached marked "A" 

and the typed transcript thereat is attached 

marked "B" . 
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SlGNED and SWORN to bet ore me by the Deponent who 

acknowledges that he Knows 

of this Affidavit on this 

1. Is u v!ftroud met doe iohoud ••• 
bosuonde verklaring en begryp u d!t? 

Antwoord� . . . . 
2. Het u 

• 
e ur t- die all@ 

v;an die . ·e� e � 

Ar.twooro . . • • . • . .• ./:'. . ._,.._., 

and understands the contents 

\� day of April 19�2. 

1. Do you know an� undor<tono ohe 
contents ol the detlarauon 1 

All6wer . . . . . . . . .• . . . . 

2. Do you have N1Y objoction to tJi<ir."J 
tl� prescrobed oath? 

An•"""'········ ..... . 

3. eed as 3. Do you consider the prescribed oa,!o : 
to b-e: b1no1ag on your c.oo\C&!,:el 

·.·�t: l 

r 
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