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IN THE MATTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT 

I, the undersigned, 

SHIRISH NANABHAI, 

hereby make oath and say: 

1. I am at present in the Fort, Johannesburg, serving 

a sentence for an offence under the Prisons Act 

relating to harbouring an escaped prisoner. 

2 .  I was detained o n  5 January 1982 under section 2 2 B  

of the Internal Security Act and after 14 days, 

under the Terrorism Act. 

3. I was detained at Norwood Police Station. 

4. On 8 and 9 January 1982 I was taken to the tenth 

floor of John Vorster Square for questioning about 

my activities. 

5. My interrogation was by men whom I understood to 

be members of the security police. Their names 

were 'Des' Carr, Lt Venter and a man called 

Schalkie. Cpt Struwig came in and out from time 

to time. The number varied continuously and there 

were also others who came in and out of the room. 



6. 
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I had already on 6 January made a statement to the 

magistrate. They were not satisfied with this and 

insisted on obtaining further information. I 

refused to answer further questions. 

7. They then brought a kind of bag made of blocks of 

different coloured plastic material. It was put 

over my head. My feet were manacled. I was 

handcuffed through the chain round my feet so that 

I had to crouch. I was then punched and kicked 
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about by persons whom I could not see because of 

the bag over my head. 

8. They kept on asking me who had brought Stephen Lee 

to me. I still refused to answer. 

9. I then felt something being tied to my upper arm. 

I felt electric shocks going through me which 

shook my whole body. 

10. Unable to bear the pain from the shocks, I agreed 

to give them the information needed. I was then 

released and taken back to Norwood. 

11. This was all on 8 January. On 9 I was fetched 

again. I was again questioned by the same team 

except that I did not see Struwig. I was 

questioned about other matters. The same 

procedure was followed but I think I convinced 

them that I had nothing further to offer. That 

afternoon I gave them a statement. From time to 

time I was told that "the major" was not satisfied 

and that I must say more. Eventually Lt Venter 

dictated to me what to write amending the 
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statement which I had made to the magistrate. 

They were obviously wanting me to incorporate in 

my statement information which they had obtained 

from elsewhere. 
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12. On about 13 January, I was taken to the district 

surgeon in connection with my angina. I showed 

the doctor the marks where I had been shocked. Dr 

Jacobson called in another doctor and showed him 

the marks. I was given a prescription. I also 

told the doctor of the assault. 

13. Quite some time after this I was called to Major 

Cronwright. He had the doctor's report before 

him. He said he saw that I had complained about 

assault. I affirmed this. He said he would get a 

police officer to take a statement from me. 

14. A short while later a woman plain clothes sergeant 

came to see me. I saw her in an office on the 

lOth floor. There was a captain sitting there. I 

made a statement to her under oath. She told me 

that she would investigate the charge of assault. 

I have heard nothing further. 

15. From time to time after that I encountered some of 

the policemen on the lOth floor. They would say 

things like " I  believe you have made a complaint" 

and "I was not there" and "I did not hit you". 

16. No one asked me to withdraw the complaint. 

17. My interview with Major Cronwright took place 

after the death of Dr Aggett. 
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18. During my interrogation I was told that people had 

died at John Vorster Square and the same would 

happen to me if I did not co-operate. The case of 

Ahmed Timol was often mentioned. Schalk was one 

of the men who mentioned this kind of thing. 

19. After I had given my statements there were times 

when I was taken out by car by Lt Venter and Des 

Carr. They were very pleasant to me during these 

outings. I learned that Carr comes from 

) 
Newcastle. 

SGD S NANABHAI 

The deponent acknowledges that he knows and understands 

the contents of this affidavit which was signed and 

sworn to at Johannesburg this 17th day of June 1982 

before me. 

SGD C C ENGELBRECHT Ward 

Officer P 0 Box X48 

Johannesburg 


