
Statement made by 

JABU GABRIEL NGWENYA 

on 11 June 1982 in Room 901, 9th Floor, John Vorster 

Square, Johannesburg at 14h35, presently a detainee 

under Section 12B(l) of Act 44 of 1950. 

COPY 

I usually saw Dr Neil Aggett in the morning at the 

cells in John Vorster Square when I was on my way to be 

interrogated or else when he was going to wash. At 

this time I was a detainee in terms of section 6 of the 

Terrorism Act. This was during January 1982. I had 

arrived at John Vorster Square on Tuesday, 12 January 

1982. 

I had known Dr Aggett before my detention and I noticed 

that physically he was not well compared to his ' 

condition prior to my detention. I noticed that he 

seemed depr�ssed. I notj_ced that hA was able �o waJ.� 

normally. 

�s 
On ..2-2 January 1982, ¥Thile sitting in an office usually 

used by Black security policemen on the lOth floor, 

John Vorster Square on the south eastern side of the 

building, facing the door which was open, I saw Dr 

Aggett going into a room directly opposite the room I 

was sitting in. This office is used by BLack Lts 

�1agora and Dladla. He was accompanied by a security 

policeman by the name of Chauke. The door was closed 

by Chauke. Immediately thereafter bvo �'lhi te security 

policemen, one of whom had previously interrogated me, 
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a tall man, approximately 6 '4" tall, very well built, 

fat, blondish hair, reddish complexion, the other a 

little shorter, elder in age than the first, also of 

reddish complexion, whom I did not know but had seen 

around the building, ca�e into the room I was sitting 

in, like men hunting someone. They clearly looked as 

though they were searching for someone and they meant 

business. They left the office I was in, leaving the 

door open, and entered the office into which Dr Aggett 

had been taken. 
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The older man was about the same age of Maj Cronwright, 

his hair colour was blond, balding on the top, medium 

build. 

I remained in the office for approximately 15 minutes 

and was then taken to see the doctor. During these 15 

minutes I was unable to see or hear anything relating 

to the room in which Dr Aggett was held. 

The next time I saw Dr Aggett was on the Wednesday 

before he died. This was 3 February 1982. I was in 

the room where we change our clothes. I was fetching 

water at the time. I found Dr Aggett in the room on my 

arrival. I asked him "How are you?". He said that he 

had been beaten up and had received electric shocks. 

He then tried to show me his wrists. Dr Aggett was at 

that time wearing a large, light coloured jersey, and 

pulled up the sleeves to show me his wrists. Before I 

could look at what he wanted to show me, W/0 MacPherson 
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entered the room and I immediatelv walked out of the 

room. 

I had entered this room on the pretext of getting water 

during the course of my morning exercise session, but 

really wanted to greet Dr Aggett whom I had seen enter 

the room. This meeting between Dr Aggett and myself 

took place at approximately between 08h00 and 08h30. I 

cannot be exact about the time. 

While I was taking exercises, I noticed Dr Aggett 

walking to the changing room. I noticed that he had 

difficulty in walking, as though there was something 

wrong with his testicles. He was walking slowly and 

was struggling to walk. 

When I saw him face to face, I saw that he was very 

depressed, worse than he had been on the previous 

occasion on -2�$
January 1982. Be looked very tired, 

worried, pale and very thin. I was very concerned 

about his health. 

I am concerned about my safety due to the making of 

this statement. I say this because I have no guarantee 

that there will be no repercussions due to the making 

of this statement. I fear torture because I have been 

badly tortured during my present detention. I was 

tortured at Protea Police Station by Lt Trollip. I was 

taken from the Sandton cells to Protea Police Station 
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on the night of 17 November 1981 and ret:urned to 

Sandton cells on the morning of 18 November 1981. 
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When being transferred from Sandton cells to Protea, ! 

was blindfolded with a balaclava and, on arrival in the 

passage at Protea Police Station, I attempted to reMove 

the balaclava. I saw Lt Trollip, who hit me flathanded 

and I replaced the balaclava over my eyes. Trollip 

ordered me to take my clothes off, and handcuffed my 

hands behind my back. The balaclava was then taken off 

my face and a canvas bag was drawn over my head. The 

room was dark and I only saw Trollip. I was ordered to 

lie down vlhich I did. My hands and legs were tied 

together. I heard the door open and heard people 

corning in. Wires were stuck onto my shoulder blades, 

4 wires. I felt shocks corning from these wires, for a 

fairly long time. The shocks would stop, I would be 

asked questions and then the shocks would continue. 

There was then a brief interval, during which I heard 

water being poured onto the floor. I heard Trollip, on 

my right hand side, standing up and he out his le� cnto 

my neck. I tel t the v1ater on my face, and my legs were 

untied. I was made to stand up. The bag was tightened 

very tightly around my neck. I was unable to breathe 

well. The bag was then released, then tightened again. 

Trollip was in front of me. I could hear him asking me 

questions. I urinated over Trollip as I was unable to 

breathe. I fell unconscious and, when I regained 

consciousness, I discovered that people were beating me 

with closed fists. They were beating me on my face and 

chest. 
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By looking downwards, I could see through the now opened end of the bag over my head and I saw Trollip my left side. He was punching me on the left side of my chest, just below the heart, on the ribs. My left side swelled so badly afterwards that I had to be strapped with yellow plaster. Ointment was also put on the places where I had been shocked on my shoulders. 

After a while the beating stopped and I was treated as described above. The canvas bag was then removed and I then saw another person, by name of Koos. I was not able to see other people except Koos who was slightly behind me, on my left. The balaclava was put back on my head. One of my hands were uncuffed and I was ordered to dress which I did. My hands were then handcuffed again behind my back and Black policemen took me back to Sandton. 

I was not booked out of the cells at Sandton Police Station before being taken to Protea, as one of the peopl� f�t�hi�g .ne ciai� I was only being taken into the building at Sandton Police Station. However, on my return from Protea, I insisted that I be booked in on arrival, which was then done. 

I was also threatened at John Vorster Square. On my transfer from Sandton Police Station to John Vorster Square, I was taken to the office of Maj Cronwright. In his office he said to me that he knows what happened to me in Protea, and that those were only petty things. Here I was going to die. He then started interrogating 
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me, telling me what he wanted to know from me the 

following day .. I was then taken to the cells. The 

following day, on heing taken to his office £rom the 

cells, I was made to wait in Maj Cronwright's office 

for approximately 10 minutes. Haj Crom1ri� .t]J..en 

entered the off�ce' accompanied by_ three J.'lhi tes' one of 

wnom was Venter, and anO"'t:her who was the person who had 

entered the office in which Dr Aggett had been, as 

�e;tioned�bove � ��aj Cronwright proceeded to outline 

what I was �o state in my statement, and Venter wrote 

down the details while Maj Cronwright was speaking. 

Then Maj Cronv1right left the offic..e and the three men 

began ordering me to stand against the wall, sit on the 

floor, began insulting me and threatening to kill me if 

I did not write the statement. I began to write the 

statement and, while writing, one of these men, who is 

tall, fat, blond and in his late 20's, slapped the 

front of my face with the back of his hand once. The 

third person wore glasses, was the same height as 

Venter, had dark hair and wore a moustache and was in 

his early 30's. 

I did not finish the statement that day and was 

required to continue with it the following day. On 
-

that day the same three plus Cpt Visser were in the 

room and I was once more insulted and threatened with 

be�ngs. Cpt Visser did not participate in the 

ffisults�or threats. I once again did not finish my 

statement that day, and the following day only Cpt 

Visser dealt with me. I was not insulted or threatened 

that day, and Maj Cronwright indicated on that day that 

he was satisfied with the contents of my statement. 

Maj Cronwright entefed the office while I was 
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completing my statement in the presence of Cpt Visser. 

I have made a statement concerning my treatment at 

Protea Police Station to a White policewoman at John 

Vorster Square during late January or early February 

1982. This policewoman was Sgt Blom. 
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I have also complained about the bruises on my body and 

my torture session at the Protea Police Station to a 

person whom I was told was a doctor. This was on 19 

November 1981 at Protea Police Station. This person 

did not take down any details about my complaints and 

only prescribed medicines for my use. I have 

subsequently been treated by Dr Jacobson. 

Statement taken down by Adv G Fennell on 11 and 14 June 

1982. 

Statement read back to deponent by Adv Fennell and he 

confi��� tb3t it is =o���c'_, 

Do you know and understand the contents of the 

declaration - YES. 

Do you have any objection to taking the prescribed oath 

NO. 

Do you consider the prescribed oath to be binding on 

your conscience - YES. 

Oath administered by me, G A Swanepoel, after deponent 

has acknowledged that he knows and understands the 

contents of this declaration. 

(SGD) G J NGWENYA (Deponent) 

Ill 
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AS liTITNESSES (SGD) LAWLEY SHEIN 

(SGD) GAVIN SHAUN FENNELL 

Statement signed by deponent and his lawyer as counsel 
in my presence. 

(SGD) G A Swanepoel 

Deputy Attorney General, 
Transvaal, Commissioner 
of Oaths, ex officio 
14/6/82 
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