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INQUEST 

LATE DR N H AGGETT 

A F F I D A V I T 

I, the �ndersigned, SISA NJIKELANA, hereby make oath 

and say: 

1. I am the Vice President of the South African 

Allied Workers Union and I am based in East 

London. 

2. I have previous experience of detention, having 

been detained during 1981 at John Vorster Square, 

at East London and also at Leeukop Prison. 

3. I was detained in East London on 8 December and 

brought to Johannesburg to John Vorster Square on 

Sunday 13 December 1981. 

4. I was interrogated at John Vorster Square from 21 

December 1981 and this interrogation continued 

until 8 January 1982. 
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5. On 15 December 1981, while I was in my cell at 
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John Vorster Square, three members of the security 

police, whose names I believe to be Sgt Elsdon, 

Sgt Fourie and Sgt Els, came into my cell and 

started beating me. They said words to the effect 

that: "We are now going back to East London. You 

know what is going to happen to you here. You are 

go�ng to learn what it is like. You must get 

ready to speak. You will find your head pushed 

right into a toilet bowl." These assaults and 

threats were a great shock to me. 

6. During the course of my interrogation on the lOth 

floor of John Vorster Square I was assaulted three 

or four times by Major Cronwright. While I was 

busy writing on my statement, he would come in, 

look at my statement and say that I can say more. 

He would put me against the wall and punch and 

threaten me. 
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During the
1
�d week of January, when I was busy er� 

working on a second statement, policemen put a bag 

over my face, handcuffed me and gave me electric 

shocks. I was not aware that any marks were 

caused by this electrical shock treatment. 

Because there were no traces of injury I saw no 
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point in complaining. Only some time afterwards 

did I notice small scabs come away from my arms 

where the shocks had been administered. 

Major Cronwright also swore at me. 
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On one occasion I was taken back to my cell by a 

Lt)Stein. Who referring to the statement I had 

written he said : "You have written shit. If you 

play around with us some of us get excited and 

start fucking you up." 

10. I knew Neil Aggett very well. My Union had shared 

offices with his Union and I had stayed at his 
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house in Johannesburg. 

I saw Dr Aggett from time to time during the 

course of our detention. During late December 

1981 and early January 1982 he appeared to me to 

be fairly normal. I saw Dr Aggett twice during 

late January. I was concerned at what I saw. He 

looked depressed and morose as if he had been 

bereaved. I was unable to ask him what his 

trouble was. The last time that I saw him was 

during the washing time about a week before his 

death. 
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12. During the first week of January 1982 I was in the 

room where the medicines are kept. Dr Aggett 

entered. We did not talk to each other but he 

showed me a fresh red mark on his forearm which 

was almost triangular (it was not an open wound) . 

13. After the death of Dr Aggett the conditions of our 

de�ention improved. I was allowed to have books 

and a radio and I received lots of foods. I had 

been asking for a radio and books for a long time 

previously. 

14. A record book is kept on the lOth floor by two 

Black security policemen, Lts Magora and Dladla. 

15. I am available to give evidence at the inquest. 
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I certify that the deponent has acknowledged that he 

knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 
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which was signed and sworn to before me at Johannesburg 

on the IS day of June 1982. 
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