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INQUEST 

LATE DR N H AGGETT 

A F F I D A V I T 

I, the undersigned, THOZM1ILE GQWETA, hereby make oath 
) 

and say: 

1. I am the National President of the South African 

Allied Workers Union. I have, in the past, been 

detained five times under the security laws of the 

Republic of South Africa and of the Ciskei • 

• 

2. I was detained in East London on 8 December 1981 

under Section 22 of the Internal Security Act. I 

was transferred to the cells at John Vorster 

Square on about 14 December 1981 and, in due 

course, I was detained under Section 6 of the 

Terrorism Act. I am at present an awaiting trial 

prisoner at The Fort, Johannesburg. 

3. Whilst I was detained under Section 22, I was not 

interrogated. Before the expiry of my detention 

under Section 22, I demanded to see the 
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investigating officer and I was then taken to see 

Capt Olivier and W/0 Deetlefs on the lOth floor at 

John Vorster Square. Capt Olivier told me that 

he would be seeing me in January. Thereafter, 

during January 1982, I was frequently interrogated 

by Capt Olivier, W/0 Deetlefs and a Major, whose 

name I think was Abrie, who I understood to be the 

he�d of the labour section of the security branch. 

4 .  During this period of detention a t  John Vorster 

Square, I was not assaulted or tortured. But I 

was threatened. Capt Olivier told me that I 

would get really hurt if I did not co-operate. He 

said that I had managed to lie myself out of 

detention previously and that the police knew that 

they will get nothing out of me if they did not 

'moor' me. This was said to me before Christmas 

1981. 

5. I knew the late Dr Aggett very well. My Union 

shared offices with his Union in Johannesburg and 

in Kempton Park. He also used to put me up at his 

place in Johannesburg when I was on visits to 

Johannesburg. 
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6. During the course of our detention at John Vorster 

Square, I did see Dr Aggett on occasions. But I 

had almost no chance to talk to him. 

7. I can remember the Tuesday a week before Dr 

Aggett' s death. I was taking a shower in the 

afternoon and, while I was cleaning my teeth at 

th� tap at the iron gate, he came to fetch water. 

He told me that they were threatening to take him 

out for the whole night. He also said that they 

had torn up his statement and said that he should 

write a fresh statement. They had also 

confiscated his reading and writing material. 

This was all that Dr Aggett said to me. He was 

stopped from talking further by one of the 

policemen. I was unable at this short meeting to 

notice anything about Dr Aggett 's mental or 

physical condition. When Dr Aggett referred to 

'they' I understood him to refer to members of the 

security police. 

8. On the following Monday, I asked one of the Black 

policemen at the cells how Dr Aggett was. He said 

that Dr Aggett was very bad. He had been taken 

out for the Saturday and the Sunday. That is the 

last I heard of Dr Aggett until I heard that he 
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had died. 

9. I did see into Dr Aggett's cell at times when it 

was left open while he was away for interrogation. 

I did see books and other things in the cell. But 

I can remember a day in about the middle of 

January 1982 when the cell was.completely empty. 

It)was so empty that I concluded that he must have 

been released. 

10. I am available to give evidence at the inquest. 

I certify that the deponent has acknowledged that he 

knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 

�: 



• ) 

( ) 

5 

which was signed and sworn to before me at Johannesburg 

on the ;;;;-v day of June 1982. 

COHMISSIONER OF OATHS 

) 

BUSINESS ADDRESS i!'M A'4F 


