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IN THE �mTTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT 

A F F I D A V I T 

I the undersigned, SAMSON NDOU do hereby make oath and 

say : 

1. I reside at 465 Zone 8, Meadowlands, Soweto. I 

was born on 10 October 1940. 

2. I am employed by Anglo American as a messenger and 

in a part time capacity I am the president of the 

General and Allied Workers Union. 

3. On 1?. May 1969 I was detained under section 6 at 

Pretoria Central Prison in connection '17i th my 

political activities and alleged contacts with the 

African National Congress. I was released on 14 

September 1970. On 30 September 1970 I was banned 

for five years and my banning order expired on 30 

September 1975. 

4. I was detained for the second time on 13 August 

1976 under the Internal Security Act. I was 

detained at Modderbee until 28 December 1976. I 

was not interrogated. This was purely preventive 

detention aimed at so-called 'activists' during 

the Soweto riots. 
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5. I was detained under section 22 at Tarlton from 27 

November 1981 until 15 December 1981. I was then 
detained under section 6 at Meyerton Police 
Station from 15 December 1981 until 4 January 
1982. I was then transferred to Kempton Park 

Police Station where I was detained until 27 

January 1982. Finally, on 27 January 1982, I was 
transferred to John Vorster Square where I 

remained until my release on 7 May 1982. 

6. When I arrived at John Vorster Square on 27 · 

January 1982 I was placed in cell 212 but on the 
following day I was transferred to cell 219 where 
I remained until my release. 

7. Prior to my most recent detention Dr Neil Aggett 
and I knew each other through our trade union 
activities. Our relationship was related purely 

to our business activities. For example, during 

1981 and in preparation for the inter-union 

conference in Cape Town I had discussions with Dr 

Neil Aggett regarding union unity in the Transvaal 

and pensions funds. 

8. (a) From 12 January 1982 I was no longer 
questioned or interrogated at Kempton Park. 
Whenever I was required by the security 

police I was taken to John Vorster Square and 

was dealt with on the tenth floor. 
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(b) While at John Vorster Square, I had contact 

with Neil Aggett on more than one occasion. 

On the day after my arrival at John Vorster 

Square, being Thursday 28 January 1982 I 

recall seeing Neil Aggett in the clothes 

room. W/0 MacPherson was present and 

therefore our conversation was limited. He 

did not complain to me but it was obvious 

that he was in bad condition. I had known 

Neil Aggett as a dynamic energetic man. 

However, the man I saw in the clothes room 

seemed a dispirited and broken. He showed no 

enthusiasm when he saw me which surprised me 

as I had known him as a friendly person. 

(c) I had contact with Neil Aggett on two or more 

occasions and these meetings took place on 

the first floor while waiting to be taken up 

to the tenth floor. On these occasions he 

looked tired, depressed and worried. He did 

show recognition when he saw me although we 

did not speak. He merely nodded his head at 

) � .  

(d) My last contact with Neil Aggett took place 

on the morning of Thursday 4 February 1982. 
Once again this contact took place on the 

first floor while waiting to be taken to the 

tenth floor. My impression of his conditions 

has already been stated. There would 

sometimes be two or three detainees on the 

first floor waiting to be taken to the tenth 

floor. It depended on how many guards the 

security police sent down at a time. 
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was being detained at Kempton Park although I 

was being taken to John Vorster Square on a 
daily basis to write my statement. On the 
following day, 23 January 1982 and while in 
the basement at John Vorster Square waiting 
for a lift to take us up to the tenth floor, 
I had contact with Capt Struwig. I was with 
my interrogators and Capt Struwig approached 
them and told them that I had reported them 

to the magistrate and he then started abusing 
me. He said that I had told lies to the 
magistrate and that I should go back to the 
magistrate and tell him that I had previously 
told a bunch of lies. 

(b) On 25 January 1982 I was required to make a 

statement to the local police in Kempton 
Park. I told the policeman concerned that I 

intended laying charges. On the following 
day two white uniformed policemen took me to 
the local doctor in Kempton Park who examined 

me. 

(c) I was visited by the inspector of detainees 

on a monthly basis. I believe the 
inspector's name was Mouton. He first 
visited me on or about 18 December 1981 \-Thile 
I was at Meyerton. I believe that he came to 

visit the detainees at Kempton Park on or 
about 12 January 1982. However, I was not 
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available. At Kempton Park there was a book 

which we were required to sign confirming 

that vve had no complaints. I think that the 

inspector of detainees may have been shown 

this book as writing appeared on the booi in 

Afrikaans which appeared to be his. 

(d) On 4 February 1982 and after hearing about my 

complaints, the inspector of detainees 

obtained a statement from me. On that 

occasion he asked me whether I intended to 

lay a charge. I asked him whether he thought 

I should and he replied that I should. 

(e) During March 1982 and while being detained at 

John Vorster Square I saw Dr Jacobson. I 

told him about the assaults and he took 

notes. 

(f) I have heard nothing more regarding my 

complaints to the police. 

10 . During my detention I was subjected to the 

following torture and maltreatment: 

(a) I was punched on the head, chest and back. 

(b) I was required to stand for long periods 

while being interrogated and while standing I 

was required to raise one or both arms. 

(c) On one occasion I was ordered to strip and a 

pair of pliers or some type of instrument was 

lOl 
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applied to my penis. While naked I was 
blindfolded and handcuffed and an object 
which felt like a metal bar was placed over 
my armpit and under my knees, restricting me 
to a crouched position. The 'bar' was then 
lifted and I was suspended. A wet towel was 
placed around my chest and electric shocks 
were applied to my knee and for a short 
period to my testicles and penis. Electric 
shocks were also applied to my forehead. 
While being tortured my interrogators laughed 
and mocked me, making reference to the fact 
that I had urinated on myself, saying that I 
was like 'real kaffir'. When they first 
applied electric shocks I screamed from the 
agony and a piece of cloth was forced into my 

mouth. 

(d) I was frequently sworn at and threatened. 

11. There is much more that I can say about the 

( conditions of my detention and interrogation and I 
am prepared to give evidence to the inquest court 

if called upon to do so. 

�· 
I CERTIFY that the Deponent has acknowledged that he 
knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 
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which was signed and sworn to before me at 
on the 14+h day of JUNE 1982 

---

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 

Full Names: __ �����Ji_bD�----
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