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IN THE ��TTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT 

S T A T E M E N T 

I, the undersigned, 

FIROZE CACHALIA, 

hereby state: 

1. I reside at 1475 Delair Street, Actonville. 

(telephone number 54-1683). I was born on 22 July 

1958. 

2. I am a student at the University of the Witwatersrand 

where I am studying for an Honours Degree in 

Industrial Sociology. I hold a B. A. in Social 

Science. 

3. I was first detained on 15 June 1978 at Benoni for 

allegedly distributing leaflets in connection with 

16 June. I was released approximately one week 

after my detention. 

4. In June 1981 I was detained for the second time at 

John Vorster Square in terms of section 22 for a 



( 
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period of two weeks and I ,.,as then detained for a 

further week under section 10. On my release I 

was banned for five years. On that occasion I was 

detained in connection with the anti-Republic Day 

activities. 

· 5. On 27 November 1981 I was detained under section 

22. I was detained at Vereeniging for 

approximately one week and I was subsequently 

transferred to John Vorster Square. I was 

thereafter detained under section 6 at John 

Vorster Square until my release on 21 April 1982. 

6. I was mainly interrogated in connection with my 

anti-SAIC activities. However, they also 

interrogated me about my activities during the 

preceding three years. I have always been active 

in university politics. 

7. Nhen I arrived at John Vorster Square, I was 
{ 

placed in cell 201 and I was subsequently 

transferred to another cell, the number of which I 

cannot recall. -

8. Prior to my detention I had not heard of Dr Neil 

Aggett. In fact, I only became aware of him 

during my detention. 
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9. (a) During the first two weeks of my detention at 

John Vorster Square, commencing at the 

beginning of December 1981, I had very little 

contact with Neil Aggett. I was not being 

interrogated and, although I saw Neil Aggett 

on a few occasions, we did not converse. 

(b) During my first period of interrogation, 

(c) 

which took place from the middle of December 

1981 until the middle of January 1982, I 

frequently saw Neil Aggett. Host of these 

contacts took place on the first floor while 

we were waiting to be taken up to the tenth 

floor or on the first floor upon arrival from 

the tenth floor. On these occasions we 

greeted each other and conversed when possible. 

During this aforementioned period Neil Aggett 

appeared in good cheer, calm and relaxed. He 

did not give me the impression that he was 

having a hard time. In fact, I got the 

impression that he had considerable strength 

of character. 

I recall seeing Neil Aggett on one more 

occasion towards the end of January 1982. I 

was not being interrogated at the time and I 
-

cannot remember where the contact took place. 

On that occasion Neil Aggett appeared 

depressed and he was not the same cheerful, 

self assured person that I had been used to 

seeing. 
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10. (a) During my detention, I was assaulted a number 

of times. These assaults all occurred before 

Neil Aggett's death and I cannot remember the 

exact dates of the incidents. After Neil 

Aggett's death, I saw Dr Jacobson for the 

first time since I had been assaulted. I had 

seen him on one other occasion before my 

interrogation had commenced. On this second 

occasion, there were still signs of injuries 

inflicted upon me approximately three weeks 

previously as a result of being assaulted. I 

told Dr Jacobson about the assaults but I 

also told him that I did not want to make a 

report as I was worried about repercussions. 

However, he insisted on making a report. At 

no stage during my actual interrogation was I 

seen by a doctor. 

(b� Quite soon after that, I was taken to see a 

policewoman, apparently from the CID, for the 

purpose of giving a statement. She referred 

to the report I had made to Dr Jacobson and 

she then wrote down a statement which I 

signed. She asked me whether I intended 

pressing charges and I answered in the 

negative. I did not want to press charges 
..... 

for fear of reprisal. Also, I told her that 

the assaults had already taken place and that 

they would probably continue taking place and 

I saw no point in pressing charges. The 

policewoman then informed me that it was up 

to the Attorney General to decide whether or 

not to prosecute. 



5 

(c) Prior to seeing the policewoman referred to 

above one of my interrogators made reference 

to the fact that I had reported the assault 

to Dr Jacobson. The person who had actually 

assaulted me was present and I explained that 

it was Dr Jacobson who had insisted on making 

a report. I had simply mentioned the assault 

off the cuff. The person who had assaulted 

me then insisted that I write a statement to 

that effect. I subsequently wrote the 

statement and signed it. 

1 1. Generally, I did not see the magistrate while 

being interrogated. However, I remember on one 

occasion I saw him but I did not lodge a 

complaint. The following day the person who had 

been assaulting me mentioned the fact that I had 

not lodged a complaint. When my interrogation was 

finished I saw the magistrate fairly regularly, 

approximately once every fortnight. I hardly ever 

made any complaints to him because I did not trust 

him. 

12. I saw the inspector of detainees fairly regularly . 
..... 

As in the case of the magistrate I did not lodge 

many complaints with him. At all times I was 

acutely aware that I was detained under section 6 

and that the magistrate and inspector were State 

employees and I did not expect to receive 

effective help from them. 



13. While I was under interrogation at John Vorster 

Square, I was submitted to treatment of the 

following types: 
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(a) Being struck on the head, neck and shoulders 

by a piece of rubber tubing. 
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(b) Being kicked in the stomach, the groin and 

other parts of the body. 

(c) Being thrown around the interrogation room 

and generally manhandled and having my hair 

pulled. 

(d) Being hit on the soles of my feet with a 

wooden block. 

' 

(e) Being shouted at and referred to in a f J �A 

derogatory and humiliating way. 

(f) Being threatened that if I did not co-operate 1 
r 

I would be further assaulted and given 

electric shocks. 

(g) Being threatened that if I did not co-operate 

I would be interrogated during the night. 
__..._ 

(h) Being repeatedly referred to as a 'koelie'. 

One of the most humiliating of all my 

experiences was being forced to stand and 

say, "I am a koelie". 

(i) Having my testicles squeezed while being held 

down by three or four interrogators. 
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{j) Having my Adam's apple squeezed, causing 

restricted breathing, which made me feel 

faint and panic stricken. 

SIGNED at JOHANNESBURG on the lOth day of JUNE 1982 
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