
IN THE MATTER OF THE INQUEST OF THE LATE DR N H AGGETT 

A F F I D A V I T 

I, the undersigned, 

ELIZABETH FLOYD, 

hereby make oath and say: 

1. I am 28 years of age and was born in Cape Town on 

27 April 1954. 

2. I grew up in Cape Town where I was educated and 

where I studied medicine at the University of Cape 

Town, graduating as a medical doctor in 1977. I 

did my housemanship for six months at the Somerset 

Hospital in Cape Town and the remaini�g six months 

at Baragwanath Hospital, Johannesburg. 

--

3. I have lived in Johannesburg since approximately 

mid-1978. 

4. I met the late Neil Aggett at Medical School in 

1974. He was studying medicine and was in a class 

ahead of me. He graduated as a doctor in 1976. 
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5. In 1978, when I came to Johannesburg, I lived with 

Neil for a few weeks after which we separated. In 

November 1979 we resumed living together and 

continued to do so until a few weeks before we 

were detained on 27 November 1981. 

- 6. We were detained together on 27 November at the 

7. 

house in which Neil was living at Crown Mines. 

Later we were taken separately to John Vorster 

Square. After having been booked in, 

fingerprinted and photographed, I was taken to the 

police cells at Bronkhorstspruit where I was 

detained until the last week of December, 

whereafter I was transferred to Hillbrow police 

cells. I remained in detention at Hillbrow until 

5 February, the day of Neil Aggett's death, when I 

was taken to the psychiatric ward of the 

Johannesburg General Hospital and I remained in 

the hospital under police guard until I was 

released from detention on 26 March 1982. 

<. 
After our detention on 27 November and our removal 

to John Vorster Square, I never saw Neil Aggett 

alive again, nor did I have any contact with him 
__....,._ 

whatsoever. On the day after his death I was 

taken to the mortuary where I saw his body. 

8. While I was being detained at Bronkhorstspruit, I 

was questioned on two occasions by Cpt Naude and 

Cpt Olivier from Jol:)n Vorster Square. I was given n 
c.� f('(>d'�,z:z.;/ '11 writing materials w' •R <�RiGh to write a statemen u 
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on all my political activity from the day I was 

born, with particular regard to my involvement in 

labour. 

9. During the last week of December and the first 

week of January, I was taken to the tenth floor of 

John Vorster Square where I was told that the 

security police were not satisfied with the 

statement I had written at Bronkhorstspruit. This 

\vas the first occasion on which I met Lt Whitehead 

who introduced himself to me as being the person 

in charge of me and my statement. His attitude 

towards me varied; he continuously accused me of 

having written a document which I saw for the 

first time at John Vorster Square. He told me I 

would be charged and taken to court for it. 

10. On one occasion, when Lt Whitehead had been 

interrogating me incessantly concerning that 

document of which I had denied knowledge, I swore 

at him and he turned on me and said, "If you swear 

(} at me, I'll hit you." I said, "If yo� hit me, 

I'll hit you back." He didn't in fact assault me. 

11. On one of my first visits to the tenth floor, W/0 

Prince was very aggressive and shouted and 

screamed at me and attempted to intimidate me 

saying that, if I did not write my statement 

voluntarily, they had ways and means of getting 

information out of me. He said things like, "l•7e 
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12. 

won't have you on our conscience. You're a lady 

and we want to treat you like a lady. " 

(a) I can recall that, during the first week of 

January, while I was being inter�ogated on 

the tenth floor, I heard someone screaming 

from far down the passage. It was a man's 

voice and it sounded like somebody in extreme 

pain. I asked Sgt Van Schalkwyk, '\vho was in 

the room with m�who was screaming and he 

said he did not know. 

(b) On another occasion I saw a Black woman whom 

I did not recognise being taken into the 

office opposite me. After a while � heard 

her crying and screaming. I thought she was 

being assaulted and asked Const Snyman, the 

policewoman who was in the room with me at 

the time, whether they were assaulting the 

woman. She answered, "No, we just use 

psychological tactics." 

13. (a) After the first week of January I was not 

interrogated again until 4 February. On that 

F s 

---
day I was fetched at the Hillbrow police 

cells, handcuffed, apparently on Lt 

Whitehead's instructions, and taken to the 

tenth floor at John vorster Square. There I 

was interrogated by a security branch officer 

by the name of Carr and Lt Whitehead entered 

and left the room intermittently. Cpt 

Olivier was also present for part of the 
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(b) 

time. The main threat they made to me was 

that I would get a five year sentence on the 

basis of withholding information because Neil 

had made a lengthy statement and if you 
compared his statement with mine, there was 

enough discrepancy for me to get .a five year 

sentence. Both Carr and Olivier threatened 

me with a five year sentence. When I said to 

Carr that that was nonsense, he got even more 

aggressive and made me stand for about 

three-quarters of an hour. 

Both Carr and a warrant officer policewoman 

from the Railway Police told me that this was 

the way that Neil had started off, by 

standing. At one stage Lt Whitehead 

threatened to keep me standing until 

Saturday. 

(c) They told me that Neil had said things which 

I knew were not true. 

(d) They told me that Neil had said that he 

(� regretted ever having gone to the University 

of Cape Town. Knowing how much Neil had 

valued his training at the University of Cape 

Town, this made me very worried. 

(e) Lt Whitehead told me that he had it on tape 

that Neil had said that I had taken a SACTU 

line at a meeting. I knew that could not be 

true and it worried me that he had it on tape 

and not in writing. 
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14. The whole atmosphere created by Whitehead and Carr 

at my interrogation that day was one of attempting 

to thoroughly intimidate me. 

15. Having regard to the atmosphere which prevailed in 

the interrogation room on 4 February and the 

manner in which they appeared to be playing Neil 

off against me, I was left with the feeling at the 

end of the day that the interrogation the 

following day would be intensified and extremely 

unpleasant. I was preparing myself mentally for 

the renewed interrogation on 5 February but, in 

fact, I was not interrogated again. That morning 

I was informed that Neil was dead. I was 

obviously very shocked and distraught. I was 

taken to the General Hospital where I remained 

until my release from detention. 

16. I had known Neil Aggett intimately for a number of 

years and can say, without any doubt in my mind, 

that in normal circumstances he was not the sort 

of person who would have committed suicide. He 

had tremendous strength of character and a strong 

sense of purpose and direction and dedication to 

the work which he was doing in the trade union. 

He was also a dedicated doctor and worked at 

Baragwanath at night in order to earn sufficient 

money to enable him to continue with his work at 

the trade union. His decision to devote himself 

to trade union activities arose from his 

passionate involvement with the interests 
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workers and his feeling that he was able to make a 

positive contribution as a trade union official. 

17. I was aware that during my detention I was not 

treated as badly as some other detainees. In 

solitary confinement I had thought about detainees 

committing suicide and came to understand how that 

could happen although I did not contemplate 

committing suicide myself. 

I certify that the deponent has acknowledged that she 

knows and understands the contents of this affidavit 

which was signed and sworn to before me at Johannesburg 

on the l c.Jkday of June 1982. 
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