The Buman Rights Committee was formed in September last
y2ar by a group of people who want freedom from oppres-—
sion in South Africa. The Committee stands for an
internationally recognised set of values which do not,
generally, exist in South Africa - principles which are
embodied in the United Mations' Declaration of Human
Rights, from which we draw our name,

Our aim is to protest the lack of freedoms in the society;
to protest the violation of human rights by the Government
which is not even prepared to sign the UN Declaration; to

promote consciousness among the people of S.A. and over-
seas of the injustices of the present regime; and to
join the increasingly popular movement to bring about
rull rights for all the people of this country.

* We stand for majority rule and the radical changes
this will inveolve in all sections of South African

society.

* We stand for a society free of discrimination on any
grounds - ceclour, class, belief or sex.

* We stand for the unconditional release of political
prisoners.

* We stand for the abolition of detention without trial,
the freeing of detainees, the lifting of house-arrest
and all other restriections.

* We believe that South Africa's exiles, if permitted
to return, could make a full contribution to the
construction of a free society.
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The Human Rights Committee has held two successfuls
meetings, one to commemorate Human Rights Day, the
other to call for the release of detainees and politi
cal prisongrs. Two other meetings, tO caill for the
release of Bram vigscher, were bhanned by Johannesburg

Chief Magistrate.

The two meetgngs'héld were well attended and there are
strong indications of support for the Committee from -
the people. There are also indications that the "Free -
rischer" meetings would have been well attended.

This. support from the people 15 most encouraging.

indeed,; it is vital if our role is to have real meaning

in the struggle. We are all oppressed in South Africa,

and we must all struggle together for freedom and

equality.
caroline Wellman
p.0, Box 78051
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- n o undis-

Since September last vear - six nucths ago
clozoed number ~f peocnle have boen riend neiey
Six oFf the Teryrorisiy Ast in

Petlly oat Duareiats Vo caon In Dontone
Even now there ard ceanie missing, Theily worvied
i

families are unsure whether they have heen detained or
have fled the country. The Securite Police have o usoed
repeated regquests by families and fhe Pross to dicco i oo
the names and the number of people whom thev are betding
incommunicadoe in Soath Africa'’s qails,

The detainees are membevs or sunparterz of the Blao b
nraanisations SASO, HMT, BAWD op TN, Some avre #S s lo
supporters of their families whao are nowt destiture and
have no way of knowing when or i7 theiv leved ones are
to be released,

These are the few facts that are known:
* Thirteen penple arg being charged under the Ter-
rorism Act. ’

* Nineteen people have been released and are boing
charged under the Riotons Assemhlies Act.

*  About I people (as far as can be ascerta.i.nec’i\)are
still being detrained.

*  Between 50 and 60 people have fled the country.

The names of the 13 being charged:

Saths Cooper, Muntu Myeza, Mosiou Leknota, Strini Maodley,
Dr Aubrey Mokoape, Pandelani Wefolovhodwe, Nkwenkwe
Nkomo, Kaunda Sedibe, Zithulele Cindi, Rubin Hare, Sadek
Variawa, Suleiman Ahmed Ismail, Lingam Moodley.

The names of the 17 charged are:

L. Moahluli, M, Fabre, P. Padaychee, P, Gumede,

M. Khanyile, R. Msibe, K. Msomi, R. Matabela, N. Pele,
C. Johnson, M. John, A. Rambally, K.S. Govender,

5. Mall, Mr Dlamini, Ms %Zelman, P. Bolton.



Torvure allegations against the Security Police have
heen made in court. A Durban Atterney, Mr 5. Chetty,
brought an application before the Supreme Court in
Pretoria for the fecurity Police to be restrained from.
further questioning the detainees on the grounds of

torture zlieant vons made to hin, The court rejected
che appglicatinn,

Tiwr Tai v A0E nliows the Police dracomngan powers
| ) of wmen. Police need not reveal, even
' lies, whom they have picked up, why, where, what

I thev are being held, their state of health,
ﬁ“Cua, t};lf requests for clething or other items,

wiainst them, and whether or not they
tary confinement. Lawyers have
~nly stipulation is that a

- periodically. Ho ocutside doctors
SRR TR Nt vwen the Attorney-General is neces-—

Caroline Wellma
P.0O, Box 79051
Senderwood 214
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Un Decermber 1Uth, the bunsar s
mesting to pratest the contivieo
10 people held under the Teriro
lowinyg poem was reail I lbte outios
student at the University o€ the

THE VICTIM : PARYG L

En-ko-ko - Maak oor - “men!

Whn 1s there? The suiky {3t womar asks,
Thes hushand busy Lryina tn oarrm ) rmaels
fur the poasible assailann: .

Maak cru - Palloe! Dolige! Ty
spreak flashinag torech lights on
windows, dnors and ventilators,

The woran Tacks at the hustand

far a word of aceorowval bto arven tea Soer,
the husband drops the wearons antd rures
for his dear "mean all" hooh.

The dcor 1s opened. Without saving

any word they make themselves confortatle
in every room and everything.

Drawers, wardrobes, ktin trunks and
suitcases and "cases” are ransacked,

A young student 1is hauled by
the neck from under the ked.
"What have I done?" say his . eyeas
"wWhat has he dene?" say the parents.
Wom, Ham! Jy sal maar wvoor darie vraag vr3§
Onz het nle tyd. *
Hy is maar 'n terrorist.
Without any explanation Lo the parents
he is taken
He iz young, brave and deeply convicted
But will he come back like this?
Haybe he will be in court
within %0 days or 1B7 davs
Or nevar at all. Wne will dare ask,
They are the Anthkarirw

THE VICTIM : PART II

Alone he sits like a Bird of Prey

caged in cement and concrete slabs,
Deprived of all joys, friends and kinsmen
The small cell is dirty, lit by a

thin ray of light which peuetrates

the darkness of the call,

Alone he sits with his head

between his knees and his hands

behind his thighe.

A Faint groan and moaning escapes

through his dry cracked

lips because of the pains

he feels in the ribs - where

the bars boot has landed during interrogation.
The continual battering of the

baton hae caused him the splitting headache,

H#He asks himself the guestion

what Have Y done but at that

moment he hears the heavy

turning of the kevs |

And he knows that "This 1s tt"

The policeman and the jail warder come in.

vandag jy gaan dle waarheild praat,
Jy dink want jy is geleerd

Jy is beter neh! Hell we

shall see! They kick him

left, right, wp and down and
centre. They leave him

lying prostrate and greaning

For how long this will continue
Kobody knows. Maybe until he
"hangs himself™ er "he is ilngane.”




The Human Rights Committee has already succeeded in
making its mark!

The following is an extract from a letter sent out by
HRC Secretary, Shaila Weinberg: -

The meeting in Johannesburg at the Gandhi Hall was attended
by about 500 people. Addresses were delivered by Helen
Joseph, Lilian Ngoyi, Dr R.A.M. Saloojee and M.J. MNaidoo, who
came specially from Durban for the occasion.

The South African Government was criticised for its non-
adherence to and violation of the Declaration of Human Rights

in aill its articles.

The meeting in Durban was held at the Naaz Cinema and was
attended by an estimated 700 people. The gathering was movingly
addressed by the Archbishop of Durban, the Very Rev. Denis
Hurley, Mrs Fatima Meer, Professor Barend van Niekerk The

Rev. Ernest Baartman and Mrs Harriet Bolton.

The following common resolution was passed by both meetings:

This meeting noting . that the Declaration of Human Rights
i« flagrantly violatdd daily in South Africa
7. that South Africa is not a signatory
e Dewlar Lo, Jemands

1. the immediate unconditional release
5¥ =00 political prisoners, the lifting of the bans on the
senst o8 organisasisne and on individuals, and the repea|
Sionhe o repressive logislation,

S turther resolution was passed at each venue demanding the
Jneonditicea? release of more than 40 people presently being
Redd uncer Seotion Six of the Terrorism Act.




Arising out of the December 8 meeting in Johannesburg, the
Human Rights Committee called a lunch-hour meeting on December
19th to highlight the plight of the 40 people detained. The
meeting was held in collaboration with the Student' Legal

Aid Fund, a University of the North Group set up to collect
money to aid the families of the detainees and to provide
legal representation when this is allowed. An estimated 200
people vociferously called for the unconditional release of

the detainees.

On December 29 we held a party for the children in the Witwat-
ersrand complex whose parents (and grandparents) have, been
banned, detained or jailed. The party was attended by 100
children, and a grand time was had by all. UWe hope this

will turn into an annual event, demonstrating ocur concern

for those people and their families who are suffering for
their stand against apartheid.

The Human Rights Cemmittee has made its mark in South Africa.
We pian to go on as we have started, producing publications
for distribution at home and overseas; holding meetings on
issues of importance as they arise; and protesting the state
of affairs as it exists today.

Sheila Weinberg
P,.0O. Box 79051
Senderwood 2145
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P Yaen stgacued to anyone.  HBo finding

Torgd wos at ey Gelrester 1963 - 140 davs after
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vuptamher 1964 after falling
roaviilarters,

Pt e oy a4 Allegedly found hanged

sk mepee T coerget weardict: "natural causes”.

ki heiFe Levaied o0 i £S5  Died the ¥ollowing day
zharal cuasgs

JAMES HAMAEWATO: Detoined I6ékh Angast 1%66. Date of death unknown.

KTigaad sulcido by hand?ag,

Ca oreoney 196k, six weeks after his

WAL G'L;LA_'E;" :
detention i
LEONG YOM Tyd.  Dies 1dci SOverier 1966 three days after his
detention. Laiside.

AH YAN: bied Sth January 19h7  approximately two months after

his deteontion: sulicide.

ALPHRUS MADIRA:  lied Sfh September 1967. Allegedly hanged himself.

i Luvh Yenteriizy 1968, the day after his detention.

e veliiwary 1976, after having been in
wuest verdlet: natural causes.

MICODIMITS VY
custody Yor ¥
SOLOMON MODIPANE: Died 25tk February 1970, We inguest held.

Alleged natural cAauses.

JAMES LENKOE: Med 10nh #arch 1976, five days after his detention.
Fvidence 1e#d uf traies f copper in the wound on his toe,

Inquest verdict: suloise,

IMAM ABRDULLAH HAROUMN: Giad 27Lh September 1970. Ingquest: died

of injuries sustained when falling down =a flight of stairs.

MTHAYENT CUTHSELA: Detained 2ist December 1%70. Died about one
month later: "Natural causes”. .
CALEB MAYEKISO: Detained immediately on release from Robben

Island. Died 13th May 1971, eighteen days later,

natural cuaszes.

MICHAFL TFIVOTE: Gied 16th June 1571 on the night of his detention,
Alleged suicide,

JACOB MUHHAKUOTLA: Died che right before his trial began.

al

AHMED TIMGL: Fell from ninth flsor of Security Headquarters.
Z8th Octoper 1%71.

UNKEOWN MAH: An unknown man died on an unknown date of unknown
cause. His death was revealed without detall in the South

African rarliament. Mohamed Timol
P.O. Box 738051
8 Senderwood 2145




the rhodesian irony

The HRC has demanded the release of the country's hun-
dreds of political prisoners, and attacked their con-
tinued incarceratien as unjustifiable.

But that is in terms of the HRC view of things. Now
the HRC says this continued incarceration is unjusti-
fiable even in Vorster's view of things.

Vorster has been sitting back and welcoming receanition
of the rcle he played in forcing Tan Smith to the con-
ference table ~ even though it seems Smith is intent
on fouling things up the minutce it seems progress is
being made.

¥
But the point for South Africa is this: Vorster knew
Smith would have to release the Rhodesian detainees

(or at least agree to do this} before anyone would talk

to him. Vorster leaned on him hard, and Smith Jave
the undertaking.

Wwhat 1s the difference between Rhodesia setting frae
its peolitical prisoners, and South Africa keeping hers
in jail? This difference: That Vorster is saying te
Smith “You do it" and ve¢ himself, “Bot T won't dee §0l0
vClLtfl has weakened hie wncomvromising stand on this
ssue precisely because he forced Smith inte khis step.
dorster tells the world that committed opponent: of the
Scuth African regime are criminals, If that wore frac,
weoconld Emith e encouranaed o oroieoaze
he was holding, as o politicas!
could ;ot he mc, 1f Yar
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Pnv, e Lronsesection of ¢ hours, and the seque
N e ar o wocietv. of off-on-of{f-on would bec
e T T L moﬁrihg cenfusing to the public.
Candt b oaall, Fox .
Told o octlearye . We therclfore extend regret

oted TG0 earlots, to cur supperters.
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G Satnrday o atpht ) by wmoar s
G rzdiu news soroadcasts the
et Maglstrate of Johan-
avshiorg banned our meeting
aunywitere within the borders :
ot th Tohanpe-hurg Magiste-

rial district, beticengthe PROFILE
hours of 8,00 a.m. on Sun- S
day and 8,00 «.m. on Tuesday

morning. The Humoan Rights Fram Fischer has spent the
Coamittee, ali along the past nlne years in prison,
line scoting purely within
the limits of the law, was
rorced to cancel the meet-
ing. We notified the press,
und pested a notice on the
closed door of the Gandhi
Hall. Despite this, about
150 prople tulned up.

10




In the early thirties, when
this was legal, he joined the
Communist Party. 1ile was

a member of the Central Com-
mittee in 1966 when he was
sentenced to life imprison-
ment under the Sabotage Act.
While in jail, he was awarded
the Lenin Prize.

A lawyer of intermational
standing, for more than 30
years Bram helped fight pol-
itical cases {Rivonia;
Treason Trial) in the courts
of South Africa. Bram is a
gentle, kind man, with unlim-
ited concern for individual
human beings, regardless of
race or social standing. IHis
patience, integrity and great
personal charm earncd him

the respect and affection of
all whko know him.

He is the son of a former
Judge President of the Free
State, a grandson of a forme
Prime Minister. With his bacl
ground and intellect, he cou:
have achieved the highest of-
fice in the land. Instead, |
sacrificed wealth and privi-
lege for his ideals.

QVER

Now Bram's long struggle 1s
almost over. Cancer has beer
found in his spine, brain,
hip and ribs®. His condition
is fast deteriorating.

Sheila Weinberdg
P.0O. Box 79051
gsenderwoeod 2145

Caroline Wellman

F.O. Box 79051

Senderwood 2145

Pre-dawn raids by the Security Police have claimed the
liberty of at least 11 people from Soweto and its neigh-
bouring Coloured townships »wver the past few months.
Anxious families don't know where their loved ones are
being held, or the charges 1ikely to be brought against
them, There are the raids --- and a blanket of silence,.

The Rand Dally Mail reported that at the beginning of
April, when asked ahout the <=tninees from the Reef,
Minister of Justicé, Mr Kruder said: "I do not know whe
these people ars, and it tPey ave under arrest and are o
appear 1in court, the macter "= b dndice ant T ocannot
comment. "

Those sand vo e Aot adaed, e ander the terrarisie ot
oy the General bLaw: Apwd aet, dincluode: Av W, Hamlioon,
Mr . Goddard, ). Pamrec:s, s o Mocddiowa, Re Burgars, o

Pheto, F. Molaobi, T, Bioem., Y. tuse, M, Radebe, H. Mbau.

Thess raws add & new diseps: 0 10 the horrors of detention
withoat trial both for rnose neld and their families,
Faelatlyen oo thirough the too e of trying to rind missing
peaple, wiilie those ipn et o520 raeslise that their plight
I8 Aninueius .




OBITUARY

Alfred Konza died recently on Robben Istand, two
years from his date of velease. He was sentenced

in 1963 to two years for leaving the country il-
legally and 20 years for undergoing mititary
training., The sentence was reduced by 8 years on
appeal. He was 45 years old, and he died of
cardiac failure, far from those who were dear to
him.

For many years Alfred served his sentence without
receiving visits or letters from his family, simply
because they did not know where he was. Only after
years of worry for him and his family werg they
able to trace him to Robben Island.

Now he is dead, and his body has been transported
home to Port Elizabeth where he was buried on
Friday 14th March.

We express our deep condolences to the family of

this son of Africa. Sheila Weinberg
P.0. Box 79051
Senderwood 2145
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