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Staff Reportew

THE HEAD of the CID and
leader of the team which inves-
tigated events leading up to the
death of a Terrorism Act detai-
nee, Mr. Ahmed Timol, was
questioned in the Regional
Court, Johannesbhurg, yesterday
about alleged variations in ac-
counts given by witnesses of
events at John Vorster Sguare
on the afternoon of last Octo-
ber 27.

Major-General C. A. Buys,
questioned by Mr. I. A. Maisels,
QC. appearing for the Timol
family, agreed that inconsistent
statements made in relation to
the same event was a matter of
importance.

Mr. Maisels suggested that
this was so, particularly in a
matter of this nature, when the
only other person who could
give an account was dead.

Major-General Buys said he
believed the evidence given by
Sergeant Joao Rodriques, who
was alone with Mr. Timol on
the 10th floor of John Vorster
Square when Mr. Timol fell
through a window to his death.

Brigadier C. W, St. J. Pattle

| conveyed a message to him

during inquest proceedings
that he could not agree with
the evidence given by other
witnesses relating to Sgt. Rod-
rigues’ account given to them,

but he had not spoken to Sgt.

Rodriques about this, Major-
General Buys said,

He had never asked Brig.
Pattle about the account Sgt.
Rodriques had given him. “I
got the reporf from the man
involved (Sgt. Rodriques). I
had no reason to doubt him,”
Major-General Buys said.

Mr. Timol, 30, a Roodepoort
school teacher, died on October
27 last year after falling from
the window of an office on the
10th floor of John Vorster
Square, where he was being
detained.

Brigadier C. W. St. J. Pattle
was called to give evidence and
the statement he made was
read to the court.

In this, Brigadier Paftle said
he was sitting in his office on
the seventh floor when he
Teceived a report from Briga-

dier Burger, about 3z person -

falling from the 10th floor,
Brigadier Pattle said he went

to the ground floor where he

saw members of the Security
Police under the command
of ngutenant-COIonel Greyling
carrying what appedred to be a
body in a blanket. He said
Lieutenant - Colonel Greyling

<91l ¢

Inconsistent s

o igues
tatements:

CID chief quizzed

riques appear to you to have a
clear recollection of what hap-
pened? — I will put it this
way. He said this twice, origin-
ally when I questioned him and
when the photographer arrived.
Originally when 1 questioned
him he was very excited. I
remember Colonel Greyling
saying “Go easy with this chap,
he 1s very upset.” )
Questioned. further, Briga-
dier Pattle said he could not
recall whether fingerprints
were faken from the window
through which Mr. Timol fell."
Mr. Maisels: You say in your
statement there were no signs
of blood stains on the floor,

walls, ceiling or furniture in

that office. What tests did vou
make? — It was by observa-
tion.

" Hair? — Well, I had a good
look through the office and I
saw no signs of hair, blood
arsias s

Questioned by Mr. De Vil-
liers, he said he had asked
questions as he was actually
investigating the matter,

He had entered office 1026 at
about 4,45 pm on the afternoon
of Mr. Timol's death.

Mr. De Villiers: Can you tell
me in what position you found
the chairs before you told Sgt.
Rodriques to put the chairs as
they were? — The chairs were
more or less in the same
position.

Major-General Buys yester-
day.

Would that also apply to the
chair he (Rodrigques) sat on?
— Yes.

Brigadier Pattle said Sgt.
Rodriques had made some ad-
justment to the positioning of
the chairs,

Mr. De Villiers
Pt Sgt.

S

din

- soit might not move easi]y.
. .+ Mr; Rodriques::

recalled Sgt. Rodriques to the
witness box.

He told Sgt. Rodriques that
Brigadier Pattle had told the
court that he had discussions
with him soon after Mr. Timol’s
death, Mr. De Villiers asked
Sgt. Rodriques whether he had
indicated certain positions for
the police photographer.

Szt. Rodriques replied: “It
was very confusing at the time.
I cannot remember but it is
possible that I was asked to
take up certain positions.”

Mr. De Villiers: I want to tell
you what Brigadier Pattle had
said and I must say that it
differs considerably from /hat
you have said in court—When
the man jumped I got a tre-
mendous shock. When I saw
the body I got an even higger
shock. At that stage I was
under tremendous tension and
strain and in a shocked condi-
tion. The incidents immediately
after that are very vague to

me.

-Mr. De Villiers: The explana-
tion you gave him and your
evidence differ quite a lot? — I
agree, As far as I am concerned
what happened is explained in
my statement, I cannot remem-
ber what I told him, there may
have been a misunderstanding.

Questioned further, Sgt. Rod-
riques said he was 33 and had
15 years’ service in the SA
Police. He explained that he
had done clerical work all that
time. :

Mr, Maisels asked Sgt. Rod-
riques whether he could ex-
plain how the chair, which he
allezed he had fallen over
when he had tried to grab Mr.
Timel, came te be in the
position shown in the photo-

Mr. De Villiers interrupted
and asked Sgt. Rodriques if he
could explain why the chair
apparently did not move. He
said the chair was in the
normal position, as one would
expect it to be when a person
sitting on it got up.

Sgt, Rodrigques replied; *I
never said the chair moved
when 1 fell on it . . . that is a
very heavy chair.”

Mr. Maisels: It is not a big
chair, We were there, it is a
light chair, You must think of
another answer.

Mr, De Villiers: The -chair
has four legs with rubber ends,

1 might s:

Gloy pages of notes (allegedly

in Mr, Timol's handwriting)
and handed all these to Cap-
tain Fourie, a handwriting ex-
pert of the South African Cri-
minal Bureau, Pretoria, for in-
vestigation.

Cross-examined by Mr. Mai-
sels, he said he had taken
charge of investigations on
October 29, but he had come
to Johannesburg from Pretoria
on the afternoon Mr. Timol had
fallen to his death. ;

An investigation diary was
opened, and this should show
the date when he first spoke
to Sgt. Rodriques, He said he
saw Sgt, Rodriques for the first
time on the late afternoon of
October 28 at John Vorster
Square,

When he had spoken to Sgt.
Rodriques the photographs had
already been taken. :

Mr. Maisels: Did you write
dowNn what he had told you?
— No.

Was he then in a state of

shock? — I wouldn’t say a

state of shock, but he was dis-
tressed.

He said Brigadier Burger of
Security Police headquarters
had told him Rodriques had
said a man had jumped and
that in view of preliminary in-

_ vestigations they were quite

sure there was no foul play.
Major-General Buys said

Brigadier Pattle had ‘made a -

statement, which he had read.

He agreed that Brigadier
Pattle had said in his affidavit
that Sgt. Rodriques had made a
full report to him and that he
(Brlg.. Pattle) had made an
examination of the office. -

Major-General Buys said it
was so that he was concerned
at getting at the truth.

Ir. Maisels: We have heard

80 .far in this court three

accounts of what happened? —
Yes, but I cannot say whether
there are three versions.

There was Sgt. Rodriques’
own account, what he is alleged
to have told Capt. Gloy and
Capt. Van Niekerk, and what
he is alleged to have told Brig.
Pattle, Mr. Maisels said.

Mr. Maisels: The fact that
inconsistent  statements are
made by persons in relation (o
the same event is a matter of
importance? — That is so.

Particularly in a case of this
nature, when the only other
person who can give an account
is dead? — Yes, in any case.
. Mr. Maisels: Yes, particularly
in this kind of case.

SIfoél helieve Sgt. Rodriques?
— I do.

Don't you think, looking

back, it would have been wiser -

to ask Brig. Pattle? — I rely on
an officer to be truthful. It has
been borne out here. When
Brig. Pattle read newspaper
reports of evidence by witness-
es giving their account he sent
4 message to me through Major
Fick saying he did not agree
with what the othep witnesses
had said.

That’s not the point in ques- °

tion? The point is that it was
known to you that Brig. Pattle
received a report from a man
closely involved, and you never
asked Brig. Pattle what it was?
— I got the report from the
man involved. b

It that your explanation? — I
had no reason to doubt him.

How did you check it? — He
was-the only man there. k

He said that after Brig. Pat-
tle had communicated with
him, to say he did net agree
with the earlier evidence about

i . FROM PACE 6

speak to Sgt. Rodriques about
it, and he told Major Fick not
pé) speak to the sergeant about
it.

The account Sgt. Rodriques
had given to him of the inci-
dent was substantially the same
as that given in his affidavit
and evidence, Major-General
Buys said.

Major-General Buys said he

was aware of the variations of |
the versions given hy Sgt. |

Rodriques to Capt. Gloy and
Brig. Pattle, but he thought the
variation in the version given
to Capt. Gloy might just he a
matter of interpretation.

Asked if he had given an
interview to the Press, Major-
General Buys said a reporter
of the Afrikaans Sunday news-
paper, a Mr, Frikkie Swart, had
telephoned him at his home on
the night of October 29 or 30.

The reporter had said that
“dirt or mud would be slung”
in this matter, and it would be
alleged that Mr. Timol had
been tortured and that all his
nails had been pulled out.

“I tried to find out who gave
him the information, but he
did not want to name the
person,” DMajor-General Buys
said,

Mr. Maisels referred to a re-
port which appeared in the
newspaper which said Major-
General Buys had said that an
inquest before a magistrate
would show that Mr. Timol had
not been assaulted by anyone,
and had not been threatened,
either,

Asked if this was right or
wrong, Major-General Buys
said he could not remember
using those words, but the
sense was “more or less” cor-
rect.

Mr., Maisels then said the
report had quoted Major-Gener-
al Buys as having said the
atmosphere in the office on the
10th floor “was the most re-
laxed atmosphere one can im-
agine in such circumstances.”

Major-General Buys said he
could not say whether this was
absolutely correct. It was
“more or less” correct.

The hearing will continue
today.

Mr. J. J. L. de Villiers and an asses-
sof, Prof. 1, W. Simson, are on the
Bench. Mr. P. A. J, Kotze is leading the~
evidence and' Mr S. A. Cilllers, instructed
hy the State Atterney, is representing the

pelice. Mr, 1. A. Malsels, QC, with him
Mr. G. Bizos, instructed by Cachalia and

Loonat, Is appearing for the Time! family.
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