The invisible hand at his throat

The Truth Commission is a mirror of our soul, but at times it

fails to convey the suffering and horror of some of apartheid’s

victims: Dr Kantilal Naik, an Indian schoolteacher, was one

fore the Truth and
Reconciliation
Commission,
weighs so heavily
on our national consciousness
that one sometimes forgets it was

le — individuals — who bore
the burden of suffering.

One such individual was
Ahmed Timol; another was Dr
Kantilal Naik. Timol, a teacher at
the Roodepoort Indian Hi
School, fell to his death from the
10th floor of John Vorster Square
while being interrogated by the
security police in 1971; Naik, his
colleague and a fellow detainee,
survived. The politics of the day
inexorably drove them together,
and the shadow of Timol follows
Dr Naik to this day.

Timol (30) and a friend, Mo-
hamed Salim Essop (21), were de-
tained at a police roadblock near
the Newclare Cemetery (now
Westpark) in Coronationville at
around 11pm on Friday, October
22 1971. They were returning
from mosque after ritually break-
ing the fast of Ramadan. In the
boot of their car police found
South African Communist Party
literature and a list of names and
addresses.

One of those names was
Naik’s, and police needed no fur-
ther reason to swoop. He was ar-
rested the next day and taken to
John Vorster Square, where he
was detained under the Terrorism

Act. About 160 other people were

also detained in the days that fol-
lowed:
In the next four—and-a}jha]f

of detention. When he threatened
to lay a charge against the police,
he was taken to a “neutral” police
station where it was made clear
through “subtle pressure” that it
would not be in his best interests
to pursue his complaint.

On his release — he was never
chax&ed with any crime, political
or otherwise — Naik was warned
that he should tell no-one, espe-
cially not the newspapers, about
his treatment. They had “immo-
bilised” his arms, they warned; if
he told anyone, they would do the
same to his legs. ;

He went back to his teachin
job at Roodepoort Indian Hi
School. For years he received no
promotion although he continued
to improve his qualifications.
Later he found out why. In a de-
partmental assessment by a
school inspector, a glowing ap-
praisal of his abilities ended with
the words: “His loyalty is ques-
tionable.”

To make matters worse, his
own community suspected him
of collaboration with the police,
the result, he believes, of disinfor-
mation spread by security police
agents. He was kept under con-
stant surveillance. When he ac-
cepted a job as an applied maths
lecturer at Wits in 1981 police
dropped in for a visit, just to let
him know they knew he was now
working for the “communist uni-

versity”.
V\Ky‘!
Naik’s name was on the

list found in Timol's car, and
Timol was a known SACP agent.
That made Naik an immediate
suspect. But the list, Timol told
police — and this was later con-
firmed by other SACP operatives
— was nothing more than a wish

cess to the substance. But hydro-
quinone, for all its revolutionary
potential, is an oxidising agent
with many innocent uses, among
them the processing of photo-

aphic film. That is wﬁat he

ought Timol needed the hydro-
quinone for, Naik says.

He had committed no

crime, and police learnt nothing
from him. So they let him go, but
their invisible hand continued
clutching his throat for years after.

Naik had reservations about
going before the Truth Commis-
sion to tell his story: “I thought:
well, maybe. But I was not enthu-

" siastic.”

When he finally did, in No-
vember last year, he found the ex-
perience immensely rewarding.

“After my release from deten-
tion, I couldn’t talk. You had this
fear built into you.

“But at the TRC, you could tell
your story. It was cathartic. It had
a therapeutic effect after so many
years.”

Naik says his testimony before
the TRC helped dispel any linger-
ing doubts in his own commumity
about his relationship with the
police.

He also hopes his interroga-
tors will come forward and tell
the TRC about the methods they
used on him and other detainees.

But he is less interested in
what the TRC could do for him
than in what it could do for the
family and the memory of Ahmed
Timol.

Who was responsible for
Timol’s death? Who informed on
Timol and other activists? Who
was the mysterious Mr X, a police
informer who played a prominent
role at the inquest into Timol's
death?

THEMBA HADEBE

Timol death
still haunts
his family
and friends

hmed Timol was not the

first to die in detention,

nor was he the last. But his

death, still unexplained, continues

to haunt his friends, his family and
others who knew about his fate.

On Wednesday, October 27

1971 Timol plunged to his death

from awindow on the 10th floor of
the security police headquarters at
John Vorster Square, Johannes-
burg. The 30-year-old school
teacher had been arrested five

days before, and had admitted to.

his interrogators that he was a
leading member of the local struc-
tures of the SA Communist Party.
Membership of the party,
which was banned, was a serious

offence in terms of the security leg-"

islation. Nevertheless, Timol was
not charged because police sus-
pected that with some persuasion
he could tell them much about his
organisation’s revolutionary plans.
Instead, they interrogated him for
five days until the day he died.

An inquest was held, and
found nobody was to be blamed
for Timol's death. Inquest magis-
trate | J L de Villiers accepted the
police version of the incident de-
spite a mass of evidence pointing
to serious assaults and injuries sus-
tained before the fatal plunge.
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fore the Truth and
Reconciliation
Commission,
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on our national consciousness
that one sometimes forgets it was
people - individuals — who bore
the burden of suffering.

One such individual was
Ahmed Timol; another was Dr
Kantilal Naik. Timol, a teacher at
the Roodepoort Indian Hi
School, fell to his death from the
10th floor of John Vorster Square
while being interrogated by the
security police in 1971; Naik, his
colleague and a fellow detainee,
survived. The politics of the day
inexorably droye them together,
and the shadow of Timol follows
Dr Naik to this day.

Timol (30) and a friend, Mo-
hamed Salim Essop (21), were de-
tained at a police roadblock near
the Newclare Cemetery (now
Westpark) in Coronationville at
around 11pm on Friday, October
22 1971. They were returning
from mosque after ritually break-
ing the fast of Ramadan. In the
boot of their car police found
South African Communist Party
literature and a list of names and
addresses.

One of those names was
Naik’s, and police needed no fur-
ther reason to swoop. He was ar-
rested the next day and taken to
John Vorster Square, where he
was detained under the Terrorism

Act. About 160 other people were

also detained in the days that fol-
lowed:

In the next four-and-a-half
months Naik was held in solitary
confinement and systematically
tortured. He was given the “heli-
copter treatment” — hands tied to-
gether, broomstick threaded be-
tween his arms and behind his
knees, and suspended between
two chairs. A

The “helicopter treatment”
caused total collapse of muscular
function in Naik’s arms, for which
he needed extensive physiothera-
py. It would be three-and-a-half
months before he could write
again, and to this day he feels the
effect of those injuries.

Police at first refused to pro-
vide him with vegetarian food,
and he lost 10kg in the first month

of detention. When he threatened
to lay a charge against the police,
he was taken to a “neutral” police
station where it was made clear
through “subtle pressure” that it
would not be in his best interests
to pursue his complaint.

On his release — he was never
charged with any crime, political
ora;glerwise ~ Naik was warned
that he should tell no-one, espe-
cially not the newspapers, about
his treatment. They had “immo-
bilised” his arms, t{ey warned; if
he told anyone, they would do the
same to his legs.

He went back to his teachin;
job at Roodepoort Indian ngE
School. For years he received no
promotion although he continued
to improve his qualifications.
Later he found out why. In a de-
partmental assessment by a
school inspector, a glowing ap-
praisal of his abilities ended with
the words: “His loyalty is ques-
tionable.”

To make matters worse, his
own community suspected him
of collaboration with the police,
the result, he believes, of disinfor-
mation spread by security police
agents. He was kept under con-
stant surveillance. When he ac-
cepted a job as an applied maths
lecturer at Wits in 1981 police

dropped in for a visit, just to let

him know they knew he was now
working for the “communist uni-

versity”.
“q:y?
Naik’s name was on the

list found in Timol's car, and
Timol was a known SACP agent.
That made Naik an immediate
suspect. But the list, Timol told
police — and this was later con-
firmed by other SACP operatives
— was nothing more than a wish
list of potential recruits, people
they thought could be sympathet-
ic to the cause and who would be
sent pamphlets and other litera-
ture. None were actively involved
in revolutionary politics.

“At the time, I was politically
aware and [ knew Timol, but 1
was not an activist,” says Naik.

Police also accused him of
having supplied Timol with
chemicals to make pamphlet
bombs and with hydroquinone,
which, they said, was used to de-
cipher secret messages written in
invisible ink.

Naik does not deny supplyi
Timol with h: d.roquiynorﬁel;J Zsmg
chemistry tea‘:{er he had easy ac-

cess to the substance. But hydro-
quinone, for all its revolutionary
potential, is an oxidising agent
with many innocent uses, among
them the processing of photo-
graphic film. That is what he
thought Timol needed the hydro-
quinone for, Naik says.

He had committed no

crime, and police learnt nothing
from him. So they let him go, but
their invisible d continued
clutching his throat for years after,

Naik had reservations about
going before the Truth Commis-
sion to tell his story: “I thought:
well, maybe. But I was not -

' siastic.”

When he finally did, in No-
vember last year, he found the ex-
perience immensely rewarding.

“After my release from deten-
tion, I couldn’t talk. You had this
fear built into you.

“But at the TRC, you could tell

your story. It was cathartic. It had
a therapeutic effect after so many
years.”
- Naik says his testimony before
the TRC helped dispel any linger-
ing doubts in his own community
about his relationship with the
police.

He also hopes his interroga-
tors will come forward and tell
the TRC about the methods they
used on him and other detainees.

But he is less interested in
what the TRC could do for him
than in what it could do for the
family and the memory of Ahmed
Timol.

Who was responsible for
Timol's death? Who informed on
Timol and other activists? Who
was the mysterious Mr X, a police
informer who played a prominent
role at the inquest into Timol's
death?

The recent confessions by the
killers of Steve Biko have raised
hopes that the killers of Timol
would also come forward. Naik
wants the Truth Commission to
persuade Timol’s killers to come
into the open.

“My feeling now is that the
TRC is the rig%t thing. Never in
my lifetime did I think we were
going to have this turnabout. I
thought we were heading for rev-
olution.

“But now we are looking at a
better South Africa. We could
have had Niiremburg trials, but
what would you achieve?

“We are in a forgiving mood
right now.”

rehabilitation committee,
charged with recommending
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Truth Commission binds together
loose strands of a terrible history

ast Tuesday I missed the

I only flight that could have

got me to Port Elizabeth in

time to hear, for the first time,

how 10 anti-apartheid activists
were murdered, and by whom.

Stuck in Johannesburg, 1 re-

alised I had missed the opportu-

nity to witness the coming-of-age
Al Tha Masilh aend Dacrn it latlaas

tivists were the victims.

Some people will be furious if
the men are “let off”. But they
probably will be granted
amnesty, because it will be so
easy to prove that the murders
were political.
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the activists at the gravesides of
their beloveds, laying them to
rest.

On a personal level, last Tues-
day’s events have restored an en-
thusiasm which was beginning
to wane.

For all of us who are involved
on a day-to-day basis with the ac-

Timol death
still haunts
his family
and friends

hmed Timol was not the

first to die in detention,

nor was he the last, But his

death, still unexplained, continues

to haunt his friends, his family and
others who knew about his fate.

- On Wednesday, October 27

1971 Timol plunged to his death

~ from a window on the 10th floor of

the security police headquarters at
John Vorster Square, Johannes-
bl.ug; The 30-year-old school
teacher had been arrested five

days before, and had admitted to-

his interrogators that he was a
leading member of the local struc-
tures of the SA Communist Party.
Membership of the party,
which was banned, was a serious

offence in terms of the security leg-"

islation. Nevertheless, Timol was
not charged because police sus-
pected that with some persuasion
he could tell them much about his
organisation’s revolutionary plans.
Instead, they interrogated him for
five days until the day he died.

An inquest was held, and
found nobody was to be blamed
for Timol's death. Inquest magis-
trate | J L de Villiers accepted the
police version of the incident de-
spite a mass of evidence pointing
to serious assaults and injuries sus-
tained before the fatal plunge.

According to the police, Timol
was being questioned by two
security branch officers, Captain
Johannes Gloy and Captain ] Z
van Niekerk. Up to that point he
had been treated fairly and had not
been assaulted, police said.

During the questioning, a
salary clerk, Sergeant Joao Rod-
riguez, entered the 10th floor office
together with a police informer
identified only as Mr X. Mr X in-
formed Gloy and Van Niekerk that
one of Timol's code-named associ-
ates had been identified. Timol a

ared greatly distressed when he
E:ard this, Gloy told the inquest.
Gloy and Van Niekerk departed to
talk in private with Mr X, leaving
Timol with Rodriguez.

I {odriguez testified that he
was sitting with his back to the
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while being interrogated by the
security police in 1971; Naik, his
colleague and a fellow detainee,
survived. The politics of the day
inexorably drove them together,
and the sKadow of Timol follows
Dr Naik to this day.

Timol (30) and a friend, Mo-
hamed Salim Essop (21), were de-
tained at a police roadblock near
the Newclare Cemetery (now
Westpark) in Coronationville at
around 11pm on Friday, October
22 1971. They were returning
from mosque after ritually break-
ing the fast of Ramadan. In the
boot of their car police found
South African Communist Party
literature and a list of names and
addresses.

One of those names was
Naik’s, and police needed no fur-
ther reason to swoop. He was ar-
rested the next day and taken to
John Vorster Square, where he
was detained under the Terrorism

Act. About 160 other people were

also detained in the days that fol-
lowed.

In the next four-and-a-half
months Naik was held in solitary
confinement and systematically
tortured. He was given the “heli-
copter treatment” — hands tied to-
gether, broomstick threaded be-
tween his arms and behind his
knees, and suspended between
two chairs, _

The “helicopter treatment”
caused total collapse of muscular
function in Naik’s arms, for which
he needed extensive physiothera-
py. It would be three-and-a-half
months before he could write
again, and to this day he feels the
effect of those injuries.

Police at first refused to pro-
vide him with vegetarian food,
and he lost 10kg in the first month

of detention. When he threatened
to lay a charge against the police,
he was taken to a “neutral” police
station where it was made clear
through “subtle pressure” that it
would not be in his best interests
to pursue his complaint.

On his release — he was never
charged with any crime, political
or otherwise — Naik was warned
that he should tell no-one, espe-
cially not the newspapers, about
his treatment. They had “immo-
bilised” his arms, they warned; if
he told anyone, they would do the
same to his legs.

He went back to his teachin,
job at Roodepoort Indian Hi
School. For years he received no
promotion although he continued
to improve his qualifications.
Later he found out why. In a de-
pcsilrhnental assessment by a
school inspector, a glowing ap-
praisal of ﬁ abilities mv;euégudm
the words: “His loyalty is ques-
tionable.”

To make matters worse, his
own community suspected him
of collaboration with the police,
the result, he believes, of disinfor-
mation spread by security police
agents. He was kept under con-
stant surveillance. When he ac-
cepted a job as an applied maths
lecturer at Wits in 1981 police
dropped in for a visit, just to let
him know they knew he was now
working for the “communist uni-

versity”,
V\:'Ky?
Naik’s name was on the

list found in Timol's car, and
Timol was a known SACP agent.
That made Naik an immediate
suspect. But the list, Timol told
police — and this was later con-
firmed by other SACP operatives
— was nothing more than a wish
list of potential recruits, people
they thought could be sympathet-
ic to the cause and who would be
sent pamphlets and other litera-
ture. None were actively involved
in revolutionary politics.

“At the time, I was politically
aware and I knew Timol, but I
was not an activist,” says Naik.

Police also accused him of
having supplied Timol with
chemicals to make pamphlet
bombs and with hydroquinone,
which, they said, was used to de-
cipher secret messages written in
invisible ink.

Naik does not deny supplyi
Timol with h: droqu?nonlg)z;ng
chemistry teaier he had easy ac-

cess to the substance. But hydro-
quinone, for all its revolutionary
potential, is an oxidising agent
with many innocent uses, among
them the processing of photo-
graphic film. That is what he
thought Timol needed the hydro-
quinone for, Naik says.

He had committed no

crime, and police learnt nothing
from him. So they let him go, but
their invisible continued
clutching his throat for years after.

Naik had reservations about
going before the Truth Commis-
sion to tell his story: “I thought:
well, maybe. But [ was not enthu-

" siastic.”

When he finally did, in No-
vember last year, he found the ex-
perience immensely rewarding,

“After my release from deten-
tion, I couldn’t talk. You had this
fear built into you.

“But at the TRC, you could tell
your story. It was cathartic. Tt had
a therapeutic effect after so many
years.”

Naik says his testimony before
the TRC helped dispel any linger-
ing doubts in his own community
about his relationship with the
police.

He also hopes his interroga-
tors will come forward and tell
the TRC about the methods they
used on him and other detainees.

But he is less interested in
what the TRC could do for him
than in what it could do for the
family and the memory of Ahmed
Timol.

Who was responsible for
Timol's death? Who informed on
Timol and other activists? Who
was the mysterious Mr X, a police
informer who played a prominent
role at the inquest into Timol's
death?

_ The recent confessions by the
killers of Steve Biko have raised
hopes that the killers of Timol
would also come forward. Naik
wants the Truth Commission to
persuade Timol’s killers to come
into the open.

“My feeling now is that the
TRC is the right thing. Never in
my lifetime did I think we were
going to have this turnabout. I
thought we were heading for rev-
olution.

“But now we are looking at a
better South Africa. We could
have had Niiremburg trials, but
what would you achieve?

“We are in a forgiving mood
right now.”

rehabilitation committee,
charged with recommending
steps to compensate the
victims of the aganheld
conflict, is planning a
workshop in Oudtshoorn.

Truth Commuission binds together

loose strands of a terrible history

ast Tuesday I missed the
I only flight that could have
got me to Port Elizabeth in
time to hear, for the first time,
how 10 anti-apartheid activists
were murdered, and by whom,
Stuck in Johannesburg, 1 re-
alised I had missed the opportu-
nity to witness the coming-of-age
of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.
The TRC has become, and, as
of last Tuesday, is finally being

tivists were the victims.

Some people will be furious if
the men are “let off”. But they
probably will be granted
amnesty, because it will be so
easy to prove that the murders
were political.

Of course they were. The

activists” bravery, morality and
commitment posed a serious
threat to the apartheid regime.

the activists at the gravesides of

their beloveds, laying them to
rest.

On a personal level, last Tues-
day’s events have restored an en-
thusiasm which was beginning
to wane.

For all of us who are involved
on a day-to-day basis with the ac-
tivities of the commission, this
opening of wounds has taken its
toll.

One often wonders if the reg-

Timol death
still haunts
his family
and friends

hmed Timol was not the
first to die in detention,
nor was he the last. But his
death, still unexplained, continues
to haunt his friends, his family and
others who knew about his fate.
On Wednesday, October 27
1971 Timol plunged to his death
from a window on the 10th floor of
the security police headquarters at
John Vorster Square, Johannes-
burg; The 30-year-old school
teacher had been arrested five
days before, and had admitted to
his interrogators that he was a
leading member of the local struc-
tures of the SA Communist Party.
Membership of the party,
which was banned, was a serious

offence in terms of the security leg-"

islation. Nevertheless, Timol was
not charged because police sus-
pected that with some persuasion
he could tell them much about his
organisation’s revolutionary plans.
Instead, they interrogated him for
five days until the day he died.

An inquest was held, and
found nobody was to be blamed
for Timol's death. Inquest magis-
trate ] J L de Villiers accepted the
police version of the ncident de-
spite a mass of evidence pointing
to serious assaults and injuries sus-
tained before the fatal plunge.

According to the police, Timol
was being questioned by two
security branch officers, Captain
Johannes Gloy and Captain ] Z
van Niekerk. Up to that point he
had been treated fairly and had not
been assaulted, police said.

During the questioning, a
salary clerk, Sergeant Joao Rod-
riguez, entered the 10th floor office
together with a police informer
identified only as Mr X. Mr X in-
formed Gloy and Van Niekerk that
one of Timol's code-named associ-
ates had been identified. Timol a
peared greatly distressed when he
heard this, Gloy told the inquest.
Gloy and Van Niekerk departed to
talk in private with Mr X, leaving
Timol with Rodriguez.

Rodriguez testified that he
was sitting with his back to the
window, with Timol on the oppo-
site side of a table. Timol — Rod-
riguez referred to him throughout
his testimonv as “the Indian” —




connmement and systematically
tortured. He was given the “heli-
copter treatment” — hands tied to-
gether, broomstick threaded be-
tween his arms and behind his
knees, and suspended between
two chairs, _

The “helicopter treatment”
caused total collapse of muscular
function in Naik’s arms, for which
he needed extensive physiothera-
py. It would be three-and-a-half
months before he could write
again, and to this day he feels the
effect of those injuries.

Police at first refused to pro-
vide him with vegetarian food,
and he lost 10kg in the first month
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4. The Truth and

TRCDY

Reconciliation Com;msswn‘
human rights violations
mittee moves to

CCOrra'ziock, where it yvill take
evidence from victims of the
apartheid conflict. Among
those testifying will be
relatives of the “ Cradoc_k
Four” — Matthews Goniwe,
Fort Calata, Sparrow

Star will cover this hearing,

they thought could be sympathet-
ic to the cause and who would be
sent pamphlets and other litera-
ture. None were actively involved
in revolutionary politics.

“At the time, I was politically
aware and I knew Timol, but I
was not an activist,” says Naik.

Police also accused him of
having supplied Timol with
chemicals to make pamphlet
bombs and with hydroquinone,
which, they said, was used to de-
cipher secret messages written in
invisible ink.

Naik does not deny supplying
Timol with hydroquinone; as a
chemistry teacher he had easy ac-

i d
which starts on Monday an
continues until Wednesday.

2. The amnesty committee

will consider amnesty
applications from eight

long-term sentences for
what they claim were

start on Monday in

; i i '
M:vm%n\f\?e?:?nﬂfi?egﬂgﬁﬁe Pieterma‘r_:l(ijzburg. We'll keep
securit in 1¢ ou posted.

security forces in 1985. The }fr 2 Fr]eparations e

convicted prisoners serving

litical murders. They are
ﬁo former policemen, three
ANC supporters and three
IFP supporters. The hearings

killers of Steve Biko have raised
hopes that the killers of Timol
would also come forward. Naik
wants the Truth Commission to
persuade Timol's killers to come
into the open.

"My feeling now is that the
TRC is the right thing. Never in
my lifetime did I think we were
going to have this turnabout. I
thought we were heading for rev-
olution.

“But now we are looking at a
better South Africa. We could
have had Niiremburg trials, but
what would you achieve?

“We are in a forgiving mood
right now.”

rehabilitation committee,
charged with recommending
steps to compensate the
victims of the apgrthad
conflict, is planning a
workshop in Oudtshoorn.

The workshop, the first of its

kind, will give residents of
this southern Cape town a
chance to suggest ways in
which they could be
compensated for past
injustices. It is scheduled for

February 19.

Laver THiS VIonTH
Amnesty applications by five
former security policemen in
Pretoria, and a human rights
violations hearing on the
death of the “Guguletu
Seven” in Cape Town. A
number of policemen have

been subpoenaed to festify
at the latter hearing.

Iruth Commission binds together
loose strands of a terrible history

ast Tuesday I missed the
Lonly flight that could have

got me to Port Elizabeth in
time to hear, for the first time,
how 10 anti-apartheid activists
were murdered, and by whom.

Stuck in Johannesburg, 1 re-
alised T had missed the opportu-
nity to witness the coming-of-age
of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

The TRC has become, and, as
of last Tuesday, is finally being
represented as powerful. It can
no longer be called the bumbling
child of hateful witch-hunters or
bleeding heart liberals.

Finally it has emerged, in
terms of its public image, as an
independent body with the
power to mete out a kind of jus-
tice — even if it does not involve
pounding gavels.

It was moving on the mom-
ing of the commission’s press
conference in PE to see a front
page headline on the Soweta
which read: “Nail Biko's Killers',

Tuesday’s news, seen in the
light of the Sowetan’s headliny
underscored the fact that if the
killers of the 10 men are granted
amnesty —and they probably will
be - it doesn’t mean they will
walk FREE,

Forever the country will asso-

ciate these men with their deeds,
thanks to the TRC's investigative
unit, witness protection pro-
gramme and the pressure placed
by the commission as a whole on
perpeirators  to apply for
amnesty.

By their own confession, these
security policemen were perpe-
trators. The Eastern Cape ac-

tivists were the victims,

Some people will be furious if
the men are “let off”. But they
probably ~will be granted
amnesty, because it will be so
easy to prove that the murders
were political,

Of course they were. The

activists” bravery, morality and
commitment posed a serious
threat to the apartheid regime.

Concerted human forces of
pressure and dedication within
the commission, which led to the
perpetrators signing amnesty ap-
plication forms, censtitute a trib-
ute to the 10 dead men and their
families.

The commission’s efforts
have rescued it from confusion
and offered clarity.

An infinite number of night-

“mare possibilities in the minds of

the mourners has been reduced
to one.

Truth - one of only two pri-
mary goals of the commission —
is the key to resolution and per-
sonal peace.

Although the process of etch-
ing the reality of the past on to
the nation’s consciousness is nec-
essarily a painful one, it is won-
derful to imagine the families of

the activists at the gravesides of
their beloveds, laying them to
rest,

On a personal level, last Tues-
day’s events have restored an en-
thusiasm which was beginning
to wane.

For all of us who are involved
on a day-to-day basis with the ac-
tivities of the commission, this
opening of wounds has taken its
toll.

One often wonders if the reg-
ularly clogging throat and the
perpetually suppressed rage are
worth it. But on Tuesday I felt
proud.

Standing tall, our commission
drew breath and said: This is
what we are doing. This is what
we are here for,

We are bringing the public the
truth. We are bringing together
the loose strands of history. We
are putting people under pres-
sure to apply for amnesty, and
we will grant it

We are giving aggrieved rela-
tives ~ survivors — the informa-
tion they asked for,

The TRC’s achievement on
the public stage last week en-
couraged me to remember our
country and the people whose
lives necessitate the commis-
sion’s existence.

Cambodia urged to follow the example of South Africa

Phnom Penh

ambodia should set up

some form of truth com-

mission to ensure that the
lessons of its brutal recent past are
not lost on future generations,
United Nations human rights offi-
cials believe .

The United Nations’ special

representative on human rights
for Cambodia, Thomas Hammar-
berg, said last year’s amnesty of
former top Khmer Rouge cadre
Leng Sary raised fears that the
horrors of the #975-79 Khmer

Rouge regime and those responsi-
ble would be forgotten.

Hammarberg, contacted in his
Stockholm office late on Wednes-
day, said truth commissions in
South Africa and Latin America
had helped dlarify the past and
start a real healing process.

“My suggestion was that the
Cambodian authorities would
consider studying some exam&lw
in other countries to see how they
have dealt with it. by 2.

“Chile and South Africa
would be two cases of specific in-
terest,” he told Reuters.

“I don't Want to recommend

one specific model, but I do want
to mcomﬁxend that the issue is not
just brushed under the carpet
Jus"[f this does happen it will
come back and that would be a
very bad message when it comes
to human rights for future genera-
tions.”

South Africa’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission was set
up last year to probe human
rights violations during 30 years
of race conflict.

Hammarberg said something
new and specific for Cambodia
might have to be created.

But Hammarberg added that

any entity would have to be inde-
pendent and might need the help
of overseas advisers and lawyers.

Hammarberg is expected to
present his recommendation for-
mally in a report to the annual
meeting of the UN Commission
on Human Rights in Geneva next
month, ‘

The partial amnesty granted in
September 1996 through the

- medium of a royal decree should

not exclude the possibility of es-

 tablishing a truth commission to

clarify facts and assign responsi-
bility,” said a draft of the report,
seen by Reuters.

Co-Premiers Prince Norodom
Ranariddh and Hun Sen persuad-
ed King Norodom Sihanouk to
pardon Leng Sary, who had
stalled peace talks after splitting
with Khmer Rouge hardliners in

August.

Len Sary was pardoned
from a 197% d:;'t%1 senteﬁce hand-
ed down in absentia for his role in
the deaths of more than one mil-
lion people during the brutal
regime of Pol Pot.

Thousands of guerrillas have
since defected to the government,

1

although he is the only top leader
to do so.

The government has said it
would accept others but never Pol
Pot, whose whereabouts are un-
known,

The American-funded Cam-
bodia Genocide Programme said
last month that it had enouﬂ%h
new evidence gathered over the
past two years to implicate clearly
the Khmer Rouge leaders in
crimes against humanity,

“I don't think there will ever
be a trial of the Khmer Rouge
leadership,” said a UN human
rights worker in Cambodia, but

added: “Tf something is feasible, it
is a truth commission.”

- Justice ministry officials, how-

ever, could not be reached for
comment.

Information Minister Leng
Mouly said on Thursday he sup-
ported a truth commission in
principle but would still like to
see top Khmer Rouge leaders
brought to trial one day.

“I think any action, any deci-
sion to find the evidence of the
genocide is welcome,” said parlia-
mentary human rights commis-
sion chief Kem Sokha, who also
faveured a later trial.

According to the police, Timol
was being questioned by two
security branch officers, Captain
Johannes Gloy and Captain ] Z
van Niekerk. Up to that point he
had been treated fairly and had not
been assaulted, police said,

During the questioning, a
salary clerk, Sergeant Joao Rod-
riguez, entered the 10th floor office
together with a police informer
identified only-asMr X. Mr X in-
formed Gloy and Van Niekerk that
one of Timol's code-named associ-
ates had been identified. Timol ap-

ared greatly distressagawvhen he
eard this, Gloy told th& inquest,
Gloy and Van Niekerk departed to
tallein private with Mr X, leaving
Timol with Rodriguez.

Rodriguez testified that he
was sitting with his back to the
window, with Timol on the oppo-
site side of a table. Timol — Rod-
riguez referred to him throughout
his testimony as “the Indian” —
asked permission to go to the
toilet. They both stood up, Rod-
riguez said, and the next momenit
“the Indian” was rushing around
the table in the direction of the
window. Before Rodriguez could
get to him, he had opened the win-
dow and “dived through it”.

Apart from the unlikely sce-
nario of two senior officers leaving
an important prisoner in the
charge of a salary clerk, Timol's in-
juries appeared inconsistent with
this story. He suffered a broken
neck, fractured skull and a broken
elbow and leg — injuries he could
have been expected to sustain in a
fall of more than 30m but his body
was covered in bruises, scabs and
scratches, and his left eye was
swollen shut and gouged under
thelid.

Some of these injuries, inde-
pendent pathologist Dr Jonathan
Gluckman found, were days old,
sustained long before the fail. State
pathologists agreed, but found
that these injuries could have been
sustained before Timol was arrest-
ed, and Magistrate de Villiers
accepted their opinion.

Did Timol commit suicide?
Was he deliberately thrown out of
the window to hide the visible
evidence of serious assaults?

Or, as has been claimed, did
policemen accidentally drop him
while holding him by his feet out
of the window to scare him into
talking? .

We may never know; but some
of the policemen who were there
that day, including Gloy, are still
alive. Johann Coetzee, who head-
ed the Timol investigation and
later became commissioner of
police, is still alive.

They, and only they, can tell the
true story.




