According to the police, Timol
was being questioned by two
security branch officers, aptain

Johannes Gloy and Captain JZ

van Niekerk. Up to that point he
had been treated fairly and had not
been assaulted, police said,
During  the questioning, - a
salary clerk, Sergeant Joao Rod-
riguez, entered the 10th floor office
together with a police informer
identified only as Mr X. Mr X in-
formed Gloy and Van Niekerk that

one of Timol's code-named associ--

ates had been identified. Timol 2
ared greatly distressed when 111:;
eard this, Gloy told the inquest.
Gloy and Van Niekerk departed to

talk in private with Mr X, leaving

Timol with Rodriguez.

Roc[n‘guez testified that he

was sitting with his back to the
window, with Timol on the oppo-
site side of a table. Timol - Rod-

riguez referred to him throughout

his testimony as “the Indian” -
asked permission to go to the
toilet. They both stood up, Rod- ;
;'it%:lez said, and the next morgent |
“the Indian” was rushing around
the table in the direction of the :
winidow. Before Rodriguez could -
get to him, he had opened the win-

-dow and “dived through it”,

Apart from the unlikely sce-
nario of two senior officers leaving
an important prisoner. in the ..

charge of a salary derk, Timol's in-

juries appeared inconsistent with ©

this story. He suffered a broken

neck, fractured skull and a broken
elbow and leg ~ injuries he could . -
have been expected to sustain in a _

fall of more than 30m but his body
was covered in bruises, scabs and
scratches, and his left eye was
swollen shut and gouged under
the lid.
- Some of these injuries, inde-
pendent pathologist Dr Jonathan
Gluckman found, were days old,
sustained long before the fall, State
athologists , but found
iat these mjuﬁgrsecefuld have been
sustained before Timol was arrest-
ed, and Magistrate de Villiers
accepted their opinion,

Did Timol commit suicide?
Was he deliberately thrown out of
the window to hide the visible
evidence of serious assaults?

Or, as has been claimed, did
policemen accidentally drop him
while holding him by his feet out
of the window to scare him into
talking? _

- We may never know, but some
of the policemen who were there
that day, induding Gloy, are still
alive. Johann Coetzes, who head-
ed the Timol investigation and
later became commissioner of
police, is still alive.

They, and only they, can tell the
true story.

‘Timol death

still haunts -
his family

~and friends
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‘ hmed Tlmbl was not the
first to die in detention,
. nor was he the last, But his

- death, still unexplained, continues

to haunt his friends, his family and .
others who knew about his fate,
- On Wednesday, October 27
1971 Timol plunged to his death
from a window on the 10th floor of
the security police headquarters at
John Vorster Square, Johannes-
burg. The 30-yearold school
teircier had been arrested five
days before, and had admitted to
his interrogators that he was a
leading member of the Jocal struc-
tures oftheSAConununistParty .
Membership . of the party,.

. which was banned, was a serious

offence in terms of the security leg-
islation. Nevertheless, Timol was

- not charged: because police sus- -

ed that with some persuasion

. he could tell them much about his
- Organisation’s revoluti plans.
' Instead, they interrogated him for
- five days until the day he died: -

- An inquest was held, and
- found nobody was to be blamed
" for Timol's death. Inquest magis-

, trate JJL de Villiers accepted the -
~ police version of the incident de-
. spite a mass of evidence pointing

to serious assaults and injuries sus-
tained before the fatal plunge.




