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Political Reporter

THE Transvaal Indian
Congress (TIC) will be
serving legal demands on
the four candidates for
the Actonville seat in the
House of Delegates elec-
tions, alleging that the
four have illegally abused
the special vote system,

They are also investigating
the situation in Laudium,
Pretoria, and Lenasia, near
Johannesburg, where they al-
lege there have also been
many serious abuses of the
system by candidates.

The papers will demand
that the candidates desist
from their “unlawful activi-
ties” and may also demand
/that they withdraw all their
applications for special
votes.

The TIC alleges that some
of the candidates have been
telling voters to give false
reasons for their applications
for special votes, have been
threatening people who do
not want to vote, and have
been bribing others to vote.

Should the candidates fail
' to meet the demands, the TIC
is planning to take urgent
' Supreme Court action hefore
next Tuesday’s elections for
the House of Delegates.

The TIC has collected
signed statements from a
number of people who have
cast special votes, and these
contain allegations of gross
-abuse of the special vote sys-

'I:Iurley tol
to faith and morals

ARCHBISHOP Denis Hur-
iley’s call for a boycott of the
upcoming Indian and
(coloured election has been
neted “with regret” by the
South African Catholic De-
|fence League.

! The elections were a’

"Eurely political matter” and
the Archbishop was not
Eaced in his high position in
e church to “discuss boy-
cotts of Parliamentary elec-
tions, but to preach faith and
morals to the people”, the
league said in a statement in
Pretoria today.
| “The Archbishop has nei-
ther the competence nor the

T'Mdlction to call for a boy-:

The allegations include
one case in which two mem-
bers of an Actonville family
— whose names mistakenly
appear on the voters list
twice — appear to have al-
ready cast two special votes
each.

They have denied voting
twice, raising suspicion that
their second vote was cast by
someone else,

Thta¥1 have also admitted
that thé reasons given for
them needing a special vote
were spurious, but claim
their false forms were filled
in by one of the candidates.

Other statements include
allegations that many of the
reasons given in special vote
applications were false, that
candidates bought a drink for
a voter in exchange for his
vote and that elderly people
have been told they would
lose their pensions, their
council flats or be fined R50
if they did not vote.

The candidates in Acton-
ville are Mr G Naidoo of the
Solidarity party, Mr I Tela-
dia of the National People’s
Party (NPP), and two inde-
pendents, Mr D Chengelryen
and Mr A E Lambat.

Both Solidarity and the
NPP have said they would
discipline any of their candi-
dates found to be abusing the
special vote system.

Solidarity leaders have
themselves accused NPP
members of abusing the sys-
tem to attain an early lead in
the elections.

(Report by Anton Harber; 171 Main Streat,
Johannesburg.)

d to stick

cott of the elections,” the
statement said.

“We remind the * people
who are going to take part in
the tBolitical process this
month that the same Arch-
bishop Hurley was the co-au-
thor of the ‘Report on Nami-
bia’ in which Swapo, a pro-
Communist and atheist
organisation, was
whitewaghed.”

The league recommended
that voters, “specifically
Catholics”, act according to
their conscience, “prayerful-
ly in the light of the Gospel”,
— Sapa.

{Report by R Norton, Reom 627, Old Mutu-
el _Bullding. Johannasburg)
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University of South Africa
Medunsa{ the University of

anskei, the University of
the Western Cape (UWC), the
University of Cape Town, the
University of Natal Medical
School and at least six terti-
ary educational institutions
in the Cape Peninsula also
boycotted classes.

At UWC, about 30 mem-
bers of staff joined the boy-
cott and held a placard pro-
test at the entrance of the
campus early yesterday.

These are apart from a
number of ongoing boycotts
at other schools and universi-
ties not directly related to
the elections.

And today at least 40 other
coloured, Indian and black
schools in the Transvaal, rep-
resentatives of which met on
the weekend, have planned
not to attend classes from
this morning.

Also due to join the boycott
today are students at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand,
Rhodes University and both
the Durban and the Pieter-

maritzburg campuses of the .

University of Natal.

The boycott call has been
backed by the Azanian Stu-
dents Organisation (Azaso),
the Congress of South African
Students (Cosas), the
National [Union of South Afri-
can Students (Nusas) and the
Black Students Society (BSS)
and the Muslim Students As-
sociation at the University of
the Witwatersrand.

Mr Noel Eales, the press
liason officer for the
coloured Directorate of Edu-
cation, said pupils were in-
volved in orderly “token pro-
tests” against the elections in
many schools countrywide.

Professor LJ Taljaard,

rincipal of Medunsa, con-
irmed yesterday that the
boycott that began on Friday
was still on.

At Wits students staged a
mass rally and at the Uni-
versity of Transkei, hundreds
of students staged a protest
march. :

Students of at least six ter-
tiary institutions in Cape
Town and pupils at many
schools boycotted classes.

Police kept up a strong
presence in the Peninsula
with SADF personnel and
traffic officers on hand but no
action was taken against boy-
cotters and no incidents of
violence were reported.

Yesterday morning about
2 000 students of the Univers-
ity of the Western Cape
marched to .the former
Coloured Representative
Couneil buildin%.

Students at the University
of Cape Town staged a pro-
test march on the campus.

Students at the University of the Western Cape bury the bronze plaque which
marked the opening by Mr B J Vorster of the old CRC building in 1970.

) Unrest spreads as pupils

burn papers, storm schoo

By THELMA TUCH

PUPIL unrest erupted again

esterday in Thabong and
}I"embisa, where pupils
stormed a school, and has
also spread to Sharpeville
and Seshego.

At Tembisa, near Kempton
Park, where the suspension
of classes was lifted yester-
day, pupils refused to be
readmitted at three of the
township’s secondary schools
— Jiyana, Boitumelong and
Tembisa.

About 250 pupils from the
township’s fourth secondary
school, Thutu-Ke-Maatla,

were readmitted to school -

without having to sign under-
takings not to boycott
classes. .

At Boitumelong Secondary
School a large group of pupils
forced the principal of the
school to hand over such un-
dertakings signed by some
pupils and endorsed by their
parents.

Chaos broke out at the
school when pupils then
burnt: the undertakings in
front of the principal’s office.

The signing of undertak-

ings has been a source of con-

tention among boycotting

pupils.

gupils from Jiyana and
Boitumelong secondary
schools then marched
through the streets and con-

" verged on Thutu-ke-Maatla

Secondary School.

They pulled down the
school's security fence and
stormed the school, dispers-
ing when the police arrived.

%n Thabong, near Welkom,

upils from the township’s
fhree secondary schools
again refused to enter their
classrooms and a large group
stoned primary schools in the
area. Primary school pupils
were sent home early.

On Friday nine of 10 pupils
suspended from the Thabong
schools were readmitted to
school following a governing

Union group steps up campaign

N FRIEDMAN Several union rallies have alread
By STEVE been held at which coloured and Asiay

Labour Correspondent voters h urged
ORGANISERS and shop stewards of the polfrs PRI e

Federation of SA Trade Unions have A recent meeting in Cape Town,

been visiting “thousands” of coloured | which was addressed both by unions and
and Indian workers at their homes in the by community organisations, was atten-
Eastern Cape and urging them not to | geq by nearly 6000 people.
vote in the forthcoming elections for the | 'myo present door-to-door campaign is
new three-chamber Parliament. \belitved, though, to be the most inten-
According to Fosatu's newsletter, siveyetrun by unions in support of their
“Fosatu Worker News”, about 2000 ecallsfor an election boycott,
homes in Port Elizabeth alone have Pais of the Eastern ape — particu-
been visited in the past few weeks. larly Vitenhage — are regarded as Fo-
The newsletter also says Fosatu's satu Srongholds and their percentage
Eastern Cape region will be distributing  pell wil give an indication of Fosatu's
stickers to workers this week, again urg-  politica gjnfluenpe among coloured and
ing a hoycott of the elections. . Asian wrkers in these areas,
All the major union groups have now \ , Acconiing to the newsletter, Fosatu
urged a boycott of the elections, says - has beereonducting its house-fo-house
Fosatu, g  campaig; since the end of June.

Four townships in the Port Elizabeth
area, as well as the townships in Uiten-
hage, were chosen as targets for the
campaign because unionists believed -
they were “key areas” in the elections.

In the newsletter, Fosatu says most of
the people visited so far by union organ-
isers have been sympathetic to the boy-

In addition to the door-to-door cam-
paign, Fosatu’s Eastern Cape region has
also been distributing pamphlets in fac-
tories and holding general meetings at
which to discuss the elections.

According to Fosatu's Eastern Cape
regional secretary, Mr Les Kettledas,
the unions regard the door-to-door cam-
paign as “important” because it has en-
abled unionists “to reach both organised
and non-organised workers”.
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council’s disciplinary hear-
ing.

The Department of Educa-
tion and Training (DET) yes-

terday suspended classes in- -

definitely at the three
secondary schools in the
township.

Classes have also been in-
definitely suspended at Mi-
nerva High School in Alexan-
dra after unrest. ¥

In Sharpeville yesterday
about 1000 pupils from the
Lekoa-Shandu Secondary
School boycotted classes in
protest against rent in-
creases in the township.

A group of pupils left the
school and stoned Putco
buses, but by 10am they were
back in the school grounds,
the chief liaison officer for
the DET, Mr Job Schoeman,
said yesterday.

Blind have
voting right

ELECTORAL legislation
provides for blind people to
cast their votes in secret with
the assistance of any person
18 years or older who accom-
B;mies them to polling

oths, says the SA National
Council for the Blind in a
statement yesterday.

“Subsection 100 (2) of the
Electoral Act (No 45 of 1979)
makes provision for a blind
person’s vote to be recorded
in secret with the assistance
of any person who has at-
tained the age of 18 years,
accompanying him to the
polling station,” the state-
ment said. — Sapa.

(Report by R Faure, Barclays Bank Building,
Church Square, Pretoria)

MONTSHIWA MOROKE
reports that pupils from five
secondary schools in Davey-
ton and Wattville, near Ben-
oni, turned out in great num-
bers but without their books
when the suspension of
classes was lifted yesterday.

Pupils from the five
schools said yesterday they
were willing to return to
classes todagl.

At the Mabopane East
Technikon in Soshanguve
classes have been suspended
until September 3 after boy-
cotts and student clashes
with the police.

One student, Mr Hendrik
Nkuna, died in the GaRanku-
wa Hospital's intensive care
unit of a bullet wound.

THOMAS LEKGOTH-
OANE reports that more
than 880 pupils at Masedibu

Senior Secondary School in

Seshego, near Pietersburg,
boycotted classes yesterday
in protest against a circular
— 1ssued by the Lebowa De-
partment of Education —
asking for an R8 contribution
towards the building of a li-
brary.

In Cradock, in the Eastern
Cape, pupils from four secon-
dary and three primary
schools have been refusing to
attend school for more than
five months, while in Atterid-
geville 6 000 pupils have been

arred for the rest of the
year.

Pupils at most of the boy-
cott-hit schools are demand-
ing student representative
councils, abolition of the age
limit regulation and an end fo
excessive corporal punish-
ment.

42 to go to court
for ‘disturbance’

FORTY-TWO people are ex-
gected to appear in court on

eptember 20 after being ar-
rested on Saturday for alleg-
edly disturbing the peace
while distributing-ahti-elec-
tion pamphlets in Eersterus,
near Pretoria. 1

An Indian woman held on
allegations of erimen injuria
and of obstructing police in
the course of their duty is due
to appear in court today.

A regional executive of the
United Democratic Front,
Mr Ismail Mohammed, said
yesterday that UDF cam-
paigners in Eersterus had

been harassed and assaulted
by members of parties in fa-
vour of the tricameral par-
liamentary elections.
+ Mr Mohammed said the
police refused to give details
of how many people had been
arrested, but an estimated 80
campaigners were missing.
He said 36 men and 16
women were released from
Eersterus police station yes-
terday. One girl was still be-
ing detained and would be
charged today, he said. —
Sapa.
(Report by M R Waldner, 216
Vermeulen St, Pretoria)




