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By BOB HITCHCOCK
| THE ESSOP family, of Roodepoort, told me last night

how their happiness was shatiered last weekend—
the weekend of the Security Police raids.

111 be back in five min-
utes.”

With these words Mr. Mo-
hammed Essop, 21, walked out
of his comfortable family home
at 10 Smal Street, Roodepoort,
at 7.30 pm last Friday.

“Fine,” replied his mother,
Mrs. Hawa Essop, “we’ll have
some supper ready for you.”

Mohammed Essop did not
return for supper. In fact, he
has not been hoi.. : since.

The first inkling the Essop
family had that Mohammed
might be in trouble with the
police came at 3 am_the next
morning when Security Police
were swooping on many other
homes in the Transvaal and
Natal.

SEARCH

Mrs. Essop said: “There were
three policemen, all in plain
clothes. They walked into the
lounge and sat for a moment,
looking around. Then one of
them asked where Mohammed’s
bedroom was.

“Phey searched it. I cant
remember thom taking any-
thing away. Before they went, I
said: ‘Where is Mchamed?’

“One of t-e policemen re-
plied that they didn’t know
where Mohammed was.”

The next day at 3 am, three
plain-clothes policemen visited
the Essop home for the second
time.

TORCHES

In Fatima’s room are three
beds. In the early hours of that
Sunday morning Fatima was
sleeping in one, her son Mo-
hammed Fazer, aged seven, was
in another and the youngest of
the Essop daughters, Hajira,
22, was in the third.

According to the Essop
daughter, who was recounting
the circumstances of the police
raid, the police entered the
bedroom shining torches and

| later switched on the light.

Then each .of the pelicemen

sat on a bed. One of them

spoke to Fatima. She sat up in
bed, shaking with fear.

Mrs. Essop said; “The police
told her to get out of bed and
go with them. Fatima started to
sob, so did Hajira. Little Mo-
hammed Fazer pleaded with
the policeman.

‘“‘Please don’t take my mom-
my away’, he kept saying. We
were all weeping by then.”

Fatima refused to get into a
car with the policemen, who |
eventually agreed to Fatima's
father, Mr. Ismail Essop, driv-
ing her to John Vorster Square
under escort.

:

According to the Essop fam-
ily the policemen said they
only wanted to question Fati-

Doctor
quiet
on
Timol
autopsy

staft Reporter
DR. JONATHAN GLUCKMAN,
a private pathologist who at-
tended the 3-hour post-mortem
vesterday of Ahmed Timel, 30,
a police detainee who fell from
the 10th floor of John Vorster
Square police headquarters,

would give no impressions of

the post-mortem, saying his
findings would take several
weeks.

He said he had nothing to
add to an earlier statement that
the post-mortem had been car-
ried out with the full assistance
ma.ﬁn co-operation of the authori-

1es.

From the pathologists posi-
tion, the investigation was still
far from complete, and would
take some weeks.

REQUEST

Dr. Gluckman was present at
the post-mortem on Mr. Timol
on hkehalf of the Timol family.
Both the District Surgeon of
Johannesburg and the Witwa-
tersrand, and the Divisional
Criminal Investigation Officer,
Brigadier Alwyn Burger, acced-
ed to the request of the family
to allow Dr. Gluckman to take
part. b

The post-mortem was con-
ducted from 7.30 am yesterday
by Dr. N. J. Scheepers, and Dr.
Gluckman. Dr. Scheepers is
head of the department of
forensic mnedicine at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand,
and is officer in charge of the
Government legal medical la-
horatories in Johannesburg.

Dr. Gluckman said a number
of assistants were also present
at the post-mortem. They in-
cluded police doctors and dis-
1ict surgeons. ]

wu&o:o
outcry
grows

against the manner in which he
died. The protest is completely
spontaneous.”

Calls by student and acade-
mic movements for a commis-
sion of inquiry were made at
student mass meetings at Jo-
hanneshurg’s College of Educa-
tion and at the University of
the Witwatersrand Medical
School.

A crowd of about 400 stu-
dents at the University of the
Witwatersrand Medical School
were told by Mr. John Kane-
Berman, a former student lead-
er that South Africans had
hecome conditioned to being
“governed . hy surprise” and
had come to accept a situation
they did not understand.

A Presbyterian minister, the
Rev. Ian Thomson, told the
meeting that no reasonable per-
son could any longer doubt that
violence was being done to
detainees.

Mr. Ernest Wentzel, described

A  Johannesburg advocate,
detention without frial as “a
system cloaked in secrecy,
more fitting to a felon or a
thief than somebody who
claims he is upholding the
law.” 5

The 500 lecturers and staff
of the Durban and Maritzburg
campuses of the University of
Natal have passed a resolution

calling on the Minister of Jus- -

tice, Mr. Pelser, “to bring those

detained to trial by convention- -

al processes of justice, and:to
respond to widespread - public
demand for the appointment of

a judicial commission to in- -
quire into the treatment of
prisoners held under detention

laws”.

PRAYER

The Christian Institute has

called on all South Africans to

observe a day of prayer, peni-.

tence and denial next week to

show their concern over deten- -

tion without trial, and Mr.
Timol’s death.

The Chief Minister of the
United Progressive Jewish Con-
gregation, in Johannesburg,
Dr. A. S. Super, said various
ministers of the temple addres-
sed their congregations on the
subject of the detainees at
last night’s services.

A special call has been made
to the people of Pretoria to
observe a day of prayer and
penitence between 6 pm on
Monday and 6 pm on Tuesday.

The: call was made after a
meeting in Pretoria yesterday
hy representatives of the Angli-
can, Roman Catholic, Presby-
terian and Methodist Churches.

The Anglican Dean of Pre-

toria, the Very Rev. Mark Nye, -

said -the meeting had been
“yery deeply concerned” at the
death of Mr. Timo]l and the
illness in detention of Mr.
Mohamed Essop.

“We recognise that these ev-
ils are part and parcel of the

social ills and injustices of the

society in which we live and
that we as members of that
society, are all partly respon-
sible.”

He said it would be left to

people to decide what form of -

denial they chose to undertake,
hut added that he was calling

botain from all solid foods.

ma, then she would be re-
turned home.

Mrs. Essop said: “My hus-
band waited at John Vorster
Square for some time. Fatima
had been taken to another
room. When my husband asked
how long Fatima would be he
was told he should go home
and that Fatima would be stay-
ing there.”

It was a stunned Mr. Essop |
who returned to Roodepoort
early Sunday.

In 46 hours a son and a
daughter had been taken from [
him and Mrs. Essop.

The family had still not been
told where Mohammed was or
even that he was in police
custody.

“It was not until we read the
Sunday newspapers that we
voalised he had been taken by

on his congregation to. totally -
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Mrs. Essop said: “My hus-
- bhand waited at John Vorster
Square for some time. Fatima
had been taken to another
room, When my husband asked
how long Fatima would be he
was told he should go home
and that Fatima would be stay-
ing there.”

It was a stunned Mr. Essop
who returned to Roodepoort
early Sunday.

In 46 hours a son and a
daughter had been taken from
him and Mrs. Essop.

The family had still not been
told where Mohammed was or
even that he was in police
custody.

“It was not until we read the
Sunday newspapers that we
realised he had been taken by
| the police, presumably some-
i where in Roodepoort or Jo-

hannesburg on the Friday eve-
ning,” said Mrs. Essop.

Last night, apart from worry-
ing about the condition of
Mohammed, the Essops were
desperately anxious about Fati-
ma.

“You see,” Mrs. Essop ex-
plained, “we don’t know where
she is being held.” A

——

3

e}




