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Detainee suicides—

Own Correspandent
CAPE TOWN—The Leader of
the Opposition, Sir de Villiers
Graaff, has called for a com-
mission of inquiry into the
death of the Security Police
detainee, Mr Ahmed Timol,

This inquity should also in-

vestigate methods of inter-
rogation, and why it was
necessary to detain people

under the Terrorism Act and
not the General Laws Amend-

ing not only his conl, but also
his touch, he said. Mr
Vorster had lost touch with
the mood of the public after

the alleged suicide of Mr
Timol.

Too many people who were
loyal to South Africa, and

who had suffered in war and
had stood by the country in
peace, were shocked about the
high percentage of people who
died in. detention or who
allegedly committed suicide.

Sir de Villiers, who was

no longer enmough for the
Prime Minister 1o say all was
well. The time had come fto
appoint ‘an independent judi-
cial commission of ingquiry,

The United Party now had
a hetter chance than in the
past 23 years of gaining power.
It might even happen that the
present. Government would not
see out its full five-year term,
he said. .

The Government seemed to
he in a most disorderly state.
The . Prime Minister had oh-

threat from the porth “before
breakfast.” But recently he
had said South Africa was in
the most delicate sifuation
ever and was sayving South
Africa had not faced such
dangers. in the past few
decades,

At the same time the Minis-
ter of Defence, Mr P. W,
Botha, had warned about the
possibility of air attacks, while
claiming he did not wish to he
an alarmist. The Minister of
Finance, Dr Diederichs, com-

° . » {
sraaff wants inquiry

country's economy.

“Why does he not direct his
criticism at the Nationalist
leaders and some of their
statements, or are these utter-
ings just attempts to scare
people back into the Nationa-
list camp regardless of the
consequences?”

Was it right that people
who failed to keep control of
public finances, such as had
happened in the Agliotti case,
were kept on in the Cahinet?
And affer all these

months.

The question that arose in the
miitd ofi the public was that if
such a ftransaction could take
place in one department, how
many others hagd already taken
place in the same or other de-
partments? i

“After the general election
we were promised a ‘hrushing
up’ of the Administration. In-
stead we have the same tired
old men making the same blun-
ders. !

“Everything this Government. .

epeaking at a banquet arranged viously lost his cool. A few plained that certain. people of intensive investigation into touches seems to end in a |
ment Act, to mark his 15 years as leader maonths ago he said South  were trying to create a pessi-  the Agliotti matter, there was muddle. The economy is in a
The Prime Minister was los-  of the United Party, said it was ~ Africa could deal with any  mistic atmosphere ahout the still no case before the courts. mess and bureaucracy is ram-

pant. There is interference
with the private lives of people
as never before.”

The country needed a high
economic growth rate in order
to ensure a high standard of
living for all. This would give
the country time to solve its
race problems, Sir de Villiers .
said.

Dealing with the United
Party’s concepts for the future |
political development of the |
country, Sir de Villiers said. |
it had to be accepted that I
there should be consultation. |
There should also be repre- i
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DEAN CASE A PUBLICITY
= CATASTROPHE TO
SOUTH AFRICA

The Star Bureau T
WASHINGTON — A burst of criticism and unpleasant publicity for South ‘
Africa — worse than anything apart heid itself has produced in the United |
States for at least two vears — has followed the sentencing of the Dean of
Johanneshurg, | ' -

sentation of all race zroups at
all levels of government. Such
representation should, however,
be on a basis that White leader-
ship was maintainefl, — SAPA,

MR M. €. BOTHA

Anti-State
rebellion

~ Botha

THE Minister of Banty Ad-
ministration, Mr M, (.
Botha, says South Africa is
EXPeriencing an  increas-
ngly reckless internal re-
bellion azainit the author-
ity of the State, reports
SAPA,

Speaking at a meeting at
Alberton last night, Mr
Botha said the main agita-
tors  were certain  news
Papers, liberals and politi-
cians, They had gone so far
with ftheir inciting that
they were now calling for
the abolition of the Terrar-
ism Act. Some people were
apparently prepared to
ruin themeselves to bring
ahout the fall of the pre-
sent Government,

Much of  the criticism has
been directed at the Terrorism
Act itself, ratheér than at the

- trial, but virtnally all eomment

assumes the innocence of the
dean in terms of law as it is
understood in  the United
States.

With  prominent 1e¥dars of
the Episcopal (Anglican)
Church taking the lead, the
flow of criticism is bound to
continue long after the news
has  disappeared from the
bages of leading newspapers.

The dean’s conviction and
the sentence were prominently
reported in all major news-
papers  cirlulating in  the
Washington area, as well as on
many radio hulleting and some
television reports.

CHURCH SHOCK

Tt drew expressions of shock
and condemnation  from the
head of the Episcopal Church,
Bishop John Flines, and from
the Dean of Washington Cath.
edral, the Veéry Reverend
Francis Sayre,

The Washington dean, one

DETAINEE ARTICLE:"

NOY PROSTOT TTIOAN

of the three Americans hriefly
defained at the Fordshurg
Bantu Commissioner's  Court
earlier this year, immediately
sent a sympathetic telegram to

his counterpart in
Johannesburg,
He also called upon the

church to protest, saying: "A
cross is a cross, and if Dean
ffrench-Beytach must bs
stretched upon it, let us not be
silent.”

A scorching editorial in the
New York Times attached
criticism of the convietion to a
more general denunciation of
South Africa, but the Christian
Science Monitor, in a mora
restrained and thoughtful corm-
ment, noted that the dean had
been treated as leniently as
the Terrorism Act would
allow, E 3

PLEA BACKED

It went on to link the trial
to the death of Mr Ahmed
Timol while in Security Police
datention,

“The Anglican Archibishon
of Cape Town is urging 2
Government inquiry into alle-
gations of torture and imhuman
treatment of detainees and wea
can but hope his appeal will be
heeded,” it said.

On  Capitol Hill, the #irst
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flow of criticism is hound to
continue long after the news
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The dean’'s conviction and
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DETAINEE ARTICLE:
NO PROSECUTION

- CAPE TOWN — The Attorney
General of the Cape, Mr W. M.
. Vvan den Berg, said yesterday
he had decided not to prose-
cute the editor of the Univer-
sily of Cape Town newspaper,
Varsity, because of an article
which appeared in the Septem-
- ber 8 issue dealing with the
- death in detention of political

prisoners in South Africa,

Mr van den Berg said he
preferred to give no reasons
for his decision. As a result of
the article, a charge of crimi-
nal . defamation wag brought
against the editor of the news-
paper by the Pretoria head-
quarters of the Security Pol-
ice, — SAPA,

The Star Bureau
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1t went on to link the trial
to the death of Mr Ahmed
Timol while in Security Police
detention. ‘

" The Anglican Archibishop

of Cape Town is urging a |

Government inquiry info alle
gatlons of torture and inhuman
treatment of detainees and we
can but hope his appeal will be
heeded,” it said,

On Capitol Hill, the first
reaction came from Congress-
man Ogden Reid, one of the
two sponsors of a statement in
February signed by 52 Repre-
sentatives and Senators which
denounced the dean’s arrest,

Congressman Reid said
South Africa was *“too
frightened to permit justice or
the rule of law,” and similar
comments were expected from
others who signed the original
protest,

The United States Govern-
ment, however, has been alto-
gether circumspect. A State
Department spokesman would
only say -that, although the
trial had heen closely  fol-
lawed, it would not be useful
to comment hefore the dean's
appeal was completed.

On the political level, well
placed sources remarked that
the outery would not help
those officials in the Nixon
Administration — including
recently the Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Africa, Mr
David Newsom — who have
been arguing that signs of
change for the Dbetter are
emerging in South Africa. .

Instead the dean's convie-

fion  has almost certainly

served {o strengthen the harg-
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A scorching editorial in the
New York Times attacheg
criticism of the convietion to a
more general denunciation of
South Africa, hut the Christian
Science Monitor, in a more
restrained and thoughtfu] com-
ment, noted that the dean had
been treated as leniently as
the  Terrorism Act  would
allow, ]
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It went on to link the trial
to the death of Mr Ahmed
Timel while- in Security Police
detention, -

“The Anglican Archibishap I’
of Cape Town s urging &
Government inguiry into alle.
£ations of torture ang inhuman
treatment of detainees and we
can but hope his appeal will be
heeded,” it said. : :

On Capitol Hill, the first
reaction came from Congress.
man Ogden Reid, one of the
two sponsors of a ‘statement in
February signed by 52 Repre-
sentatives and Senators which
denounced the dean's arrest,

Congressman Reid said
South frica was too
frightened to permit justice or
the rule of daw,” and similar
comments were expected from
others who signed the original
protest,

The United States Govern.
ment, however, has been alto-
gether circumspect, A State
Department spokesman would
only say “that, although the
trial had been closely  fol-
lowed, it wonld not be ugeful
fo comment before the dean's
appeal was completed, ‘

On the political level, wel]
placed sources remarked that
the oufery wauld not help
those officials in the Nixon
Administration —. including
recently the Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Africa, Mr
David Newsom — who have
been arguing that signs of
change for the better are
emerging in South Africa. ;

Instead the dean's convie-
fion  has  almost certainly.
served fo strengthen the hard-
liners who argue that South
Africa is beyond the pale of
both Christianity and demoe-
racy. because it touches an
extremely sensitive nerve in
American society,

Even Britain has come  in
for criticism lately on Zrounds
that it has infringed individual
civil rights in Northern Ire-
land, as did Canada - when
Prime Minister Trudeau SUus-
pended civil rights during the
Quebec Liberation Front kid-
napping crisis.

Countries like Greece and
Brazil, too, are subject to
profound hostility in Congress
and the country at large for
much the same reasons.

So strong are feelings on the
subject in the US — which did
not  suspend civil liberties
even during its worst riots of

1967 and 1968 — that some |/

observers believe the publicity
surrounding the dean’s trial ta
be far more damaging to
South Africa than any instance
of racial diserimination in
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