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Where the power
- should be

THE IMPORTANT THING NOW is to get the

ultimate responsibility for the treatment of
detainees withdrawn from the police and restored
to the courts and Parliament, :

Mr Mike Mitchel] MP asks a good question,
Why are the police holding detainees under
section 6 of the Terrorism Act (which places
police actions beyond supervision) instead of
under section 22 of the 1966 General Law
Amendment Act which says the detention must
be examined by a judge within 14 days?

There are two points here. Onpe is that the

police, in using more power than they need,
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Look at what ig happening now. My Vorster
Says the police act within the provisions of the
law (presumably he means the rules governing
interrogation) because “they have strict instruc-
tions” fo do so. He is_assuming Precisely what
remains to be proved. He cannot possibly know,
and his accountability lapses. - ;

Parliament wag wrong to give the police so
E:nw..:smﬁﬁmqﬁmmn power. It ought not to be

entirely to the security police. )
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b‘ﬂ‘mﬁ SOME DAYS of evasive silence, the

Party newspaper, Rapport. .
One senior officer says that Timol first made
a dash for the door of the 10th-floor room where,

bresumably, he was being Interrogated, and then
- headed for a window instead — ang Jumped.

an oath to commit suicide rather than name their
comrades, .

This comes as close to calling Timol] g com-
munist as makes no difference — and Presumably
the public will be given some solid evidence of
this allegation in due course.

But the point now is that if, by last Wednes.
day, the police believed, or haq’ the slightest
reason to suspect, that Timol Was a communist

of the affair — they obviously did not points to

fo get through o the public now, similap
publicised examples of simple living at high Jevel



