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prived of their liberty and held incommunica-
do for nine months. During that time, in
effect, they were wiped off the face of the
earth.

Most people must by now be familiar
with the long list of shocking, ghastly allega-
tions that deal with the sufferings of detained
people. There are enough of these charges to
indicate that something is seriously wrong
with the system.

Mr. Vorster should know about all these
things better than anyone else. He should
know of the havoc being caused to innocent
people in the hunt for communists and
subversives. He should know of the extent to
which people, innocent or guilty, have been
robbed of their most elementary rights to
seck the protection of the law,

In the light of all these events and in face
of mounting evidence that casts at least some
suspicion on police methods of interrogation,
the best that Mr. Vorster can do is to come
up with a phoney debating point that will
fool nobody.

The main question, as far as we can judge,
is not whether there should be a judicial
inquiry, but whether Mr. Vorster is a fit and
proper person to be in charge of this
administration. Either he has lost complete
control, and the police feel free to do as they
please; or he is not prepared to discourage
this kind of activity — and, of the two pos-
sibilities, it is difficult to say which is worse.

There will be no judicial inquiry, largely
because the Prime Minister’s control and
direction of events do not bear examination.
He has no wish to go into the dock. It is he,
rather than the police, who must be held
mainly responsible for a deteriorating situa-
tion. The traditional standards of individual
liberty and the rule of law are rapidly being
snuffed out by a process that appears to us
far worse than the terror it is ostensibly
trying to stamp out.

COUNTRY

Even without these shocking évents we
have already reached a sorry state. A typical
example of ridiculous harassment was the
experience the other day of Mr. Peter
Magubane, formerly a well-known Press
photographer, who cannot carry on his work
because he is under a ban. He exchanged a
few words in public with Mrs. Winnie
Mandela, also a banned person, in the course
of doing her children a good turn. That was a
technical offence, and the magistrate accepl-
ed that it was an innocent meeting and
imposed a suspended sentence. But, hovever
innocent and technical, it did not prevent Mr.
Magubane from having to stand trial. Nor did
it prevent the Securitv Police from promoptly

HE'S STAMPING
OUT TERRORISM /

100 RAIDS ALMOST

LRI

IGNORED BY SABC

WHATEVER else one might
say about the SABC, at

“THERE was a time when
it was unheard of not to
have a radio in the house.
At one time people even
boasted that there was a
radio in every room and
in the car, But {imes have
changed.

“Today it has almost he-
come a status symbol to be
able to say that one does
not have a radio. If not
this, then at least it has
snobh value . . . there are
people who refuse to buy a
radio because the pro-
grammes which the SABC
offers, in their opinion, do

not warrant bhuying a
radio.”

Die Burger's radio

least it is predictable. lts
treatment, for example, of
last  Sunday's  Security
Police raids was just what
one would have expected
— it barely mentioned
them.

More than 100 academics,
students, clergymen, journalists
and others were raided, and
both the English and Atfrikaans
newspapers gave the story
splash treatment. By any objec-
tive broadcasting standards this
was a major story. But the
SABC allotted only a sentence
or two to it in a couple of
broadcasts.

Instead of dealing with the
activities of the Security Police
in South Africa, the SABC —
in its 8 a.m. news service on
Monday — dealt with the activ-
ities of the Security Police in
Canada (where they were pro-
tecting the Soviet Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Kosygin) and in
France (where they were pro-
tecting the Communist Party
secretary, Mr. Brezhney).

oA L

condescended to observe
languidly that the Security
Police had “swooped on several
places” in South Africa —
several, by the SABC’s arith-
metic, being the same as more
than 100.

Nor, on Thursday morning,
did the SABC's 8 o'clock

news mention the fact tiat an

Indian detainee had fa''en to
his death from the 10tk floor
of a police building, and that
another had been rusked to
hospital, the nature of nis ill-
ness at that stage, being neticu-
lously concealed.

I need only add that Cirrent
Affairs had the nerve ty give
newspapers a lecture o1 how
«0 report the raids. What an
crganisation!

L

Pre-dawn ra
now part of
S.A. way of

THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE says last Sunday’s raids in which the
houses of at least 100 people were searched were ‘“‘routine investiga-
tions.” So it was all in the day’s work — nothing to get excited about.

~ Waking up 100 people be-
fore dawn — among ‘them
two bishops, an editor, and
some highly-respected  aca-
demics has apparently
become part of the South
African way of life.

Yet the Government object
when they are accused of run-
ning a police stute!

The muted reaction to the
raids was a disturbing manifes-
tation of the public’s indiffer-
ence to the increasing en-
croachment on  their civil
rights. : .

Invasion of the privacy of
other people’s homes is accept-

ed now with a shrug of the

shoulders. )
L3
Communist
How can the Government

im that South Africa is a
“stable” society if thi, stability
has to be achieved by periodic
police raids of a kind which are
the hallmark of communist and
tascist States?

Mr. Colin kEglin was absolutely
right when he said the raids
were a sign of weakness, not
strength.

When a State finds it neces-
sary to try to silence its intel-
lectuals — a form of thought
control — then it can no longer
pretend to be democratic, even
within the framework of the
White community.

There is another aspect of
the raids that requires atten-
tion: The attack they represent
on the English-speaking sec-
tion.

It is evident that most, 1f 1.t
all, of the academics who were
raided last Sunday will not be
charged in court — for the
simple reason that they were
Obviously snot engaged in any
criminal activities. Why then

were they raided?

The iner pable conelusion is
that they were raided because
they represent a particular
democratic outlook which con-
flicts with the Nationalist out-
look.

In raiding the country’s Eng-

This picture-ban

THE VONTSTEEN-SWANEPOEL murder (rial draws atten.
tion once again to one of the most fatuous laws ever passed hy

picture of the two

convicted persons — not even a pieture taken at any time

What purpese Parliament hoped to achieve by this absurd
ban is quite heyond me. No similar han exists in (he Western
democracies. But I would not he surprised if it were operative
in Soviet Russia. When il comes to hanning and restricting,
we have more in common with communist Russia than people

South Africans, at any rate, have been deprived of their
right to see what Vontsteen and Mrs. Swanepoel look like. But
if people are prepared to elect a Nationalist Government. then
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lish-speaking intellectuals, the
Government have taken one of
the most significant steps in
their long and sordid history of
dawn raids. They have struck
at the heart of the democratic
way of life in South A*“~ica.

TALKS ON WHITE PROBLEM

A GROUP of well-known Col-
oured academics are planning
a conference at which the
White problem will be dis-
cussed.

They are looking for a suit-
able venue and if one can be
found they will invite Whites
from all walks of life to at-
tend the conference and voice
their opinions,

“We want to discover what
our White brothers are think-
ing,” a spokesman of the group
said. “We want them to speak
frankly to us and to tell us
what their problems are.

“We want to enter into dia-
logue with them. Dialogue is
more important at this stage
than integration, although some
of us feel that one day that
will come, too. But we don’t
want to rush it.

“All we are looking for is a
full and frank discussion so
that we can help our White
brothers. We don’t want them
to think that no one cares
about them. We care so much,
in fact, that it hurts.”

(This report is fictitious, of
course, but it makes you think,
doesn’t it?)
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THE PAPER FOR THE PEOPLE

HE DARENT INQUIRE

IN SEEKING TO DEFEND THE SECURI-
TY POLICE, Mr. Vorster is back with his
familiar brand of mixed-up logic. Replying to
complaints that the police may be doing
something irregular, he “proves” their inno-
cence by proclaiming that “they have strict
instructions to act within the provisions of
the law". ;

This kind of sophistry and double talk is
not helpful. Nobody has accused the Govern-
ment of instructing the police to break the
law, and that is not a charge Mr. Vorster has
to answer.

The real charges — and they are serious
— he has carefully evaded, and these still
remain unexplained.

How did Mr. Ahmed Timol come to fall.

1o his death this week from the tenth floor of
John Vorster Square?

How did 2l-year-old Mr. Mohammed
Essop come to finish up in hospital after
being detained for only a matter of days?

If the police have strict instructions “to
act within the law” and are carrying out
those instructions, why should they refuse to
allow Mr. Essop’s father to see his injured
son?

Why were the nature and extent of Mr.
Essop’s injuries concealed from the father?

Why were scores of people all over the
country raided at dawn last Sunday morning?

Is it not remarkable that at least ten
detainees have so far committed suicide while
in custody?

What kind of instructions were the police
obeying when they detained a brother and
sister ~— Alfred and Gwendolyn Wilcox —
fo.: nine months?

The Wilcoxes were not called as State
witnesses and they were not charged with
any offence. If the police were acting accord-
ing to law, public alarm springs from the fact
that we now have a law which makes it
“legal” for two innocent people to be de-

UNHAPPY

IN THE ARTICLE ABOVE, WE DEALT
WITH MR. VORSTER’S painfully inade-
quate reply to widespread public alarm over
police raids and detentions, It will not stop
people from continuing to ask what sort of
country South Africa is becoming.

The latest burst of activity started last
weekend when a number of Indians were
rounded up. This was followed by a series of
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prived of their liberty and held incommunica-
do for nine months. During that time, in
effect, they were wiped off the face of the
earth.

Most people must by now be familiar
with the long list of shocking, ghastly allega-
tions that deal with the sufferings of detained
people. There are enough of these charges to
indicate that something is seriously wrong
with the system,

Mr. Vorster should know about all these
things better than anyone else. He should
know of the havoc being caused to innocent
people in the hunt for communists and
subversives. He should know of the extent to
which people, innocent or guilty, have been
robbed of their most elementary rights to
‘seek the protection of the law.

In the light of all these events and in face
of mounting evidence that casts at least some
suspicion on police methods of interrogation,
the best that Mr. Vorster can do is to come
up with a phoney debating point that will
fool nobody.

The main question, as far as we can judge,
is not whether there should be a judicial
inquiry, but whether Mr. Vorster is a fit and
proper person to be in charge of this
administration. Either he has lost complete
control, and the police feel free to do as they
please; or he is not prepared to discourage
this kind of activity — and, of the two pos-
sibilities, it is difficult to say which is worse.

There will be no judicial inquiry, largely
because the Prime Minister’s control and
direction of events do not bear examination.
He has no wish to go into the dock. It is he,
rather than the police, who must be held
mainly responsible for a deteriorating situa-
tion. The traditional standards of individual
liberty and the rule of law are rapidly being
snuffed out by a process that appears to us
far worse than the terror it is ostensibly
trying to stamp out.

COUNTRY

Even without these shocking évents we
have already reached a sorry state. A typical
example of ridiculous harassment was the
experience the other day of Mr. Peter
Magubane, formerly a well-known Press
photographer, who cannot carry on his work
because he is under a ban. He exchanged a
few words in public with Mrs. Winnie
Manc!ela,! also a banned person, in the course

Y
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WHATEVER else one might
say about the SABC, at

More with it
without it

“THERE was a time when
it was unheard of not to
have a radio in the house.
At one time people even
boasted that there was a
radio in every room and
in the car. But times have
changed.

“Today it has almost he-
come a status symbol to be
able to say that one does
not have a radio. If not
this, then 4t least it has

least it is predictable. Its
treatment, for example, of
last  Sunday’s  Security
Police raids was just what
one would have expected
— it
them.

More than 100 academics,
students, clergymen, journalists
and others were raided, and
both the English and Afrikaans
newspapers gave the story
splash treatment. By any objec-
tive broadcasting standards this
was a major story. But the
SABC allotted only a sentence

or two to it in a couple of

broadcasts,

Instead of dealing with the
activities of the Security Police
in South Africa, the SABC —
in its 8 a.m. news seLrL'vice on
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IN SEEKING TO DEFEND THE SECURI-
TY POLICE, Mr. Vorster is back with his
familiar brand of mixed-up logic. Replying to
complaints that the police may be doing
something irregular, he *‘proves” their inno-
cence by proclaiming that “they have strict
instructions to act within the provisions of
the law”. )

This kind of sophistry and double talk is
not helpful. Nobody has accused the Govern-
ment of instructing the police to break the
law, and that is not a charge Mr. Vorster has
Lo answer.

The real charges — and they are serious
-~ he has carefully evaded, and these still
remain uneiplained.

How did Mr. Ahmed Timol come to fall
to his death this week from the tenth floor of
John Vorster Square?

How did 2l-year-old Mr. Mohammed
Essop come to finish up in hospital after
being detained for only a matter of days?

If the police have strict instructions “to
act within the law” and are carrying out
those instructions, why should they refuse to
allow Mr. Essop’s father to see his injured
son?

Why were the nature and extent of Mr.
Essop’s injuries concealed from the father?

Why were scores of people all over the
country raided at dawn last Sunday morning?

Is it not remarkable that at least ten
detainees have so far committed suicide while
in custody?

What kind of instructions were the police
obeying when they detained a brother and
sister — Alfred and Gwendolyn Wilcox —
fo.: nine months?

The Wilcoxes were not called as State
witnesses and they were not charged with
any offence. If the police were acting accord-
ing to law, public alarm springs from the fact
that we now have a law which makes it
“legal” for two innocent people to be de-

UNHAPPY

IN THE ARTICLE ABOVE, WE DEALT
WITH MR. VORSTER’'S painfully inade-
quate reply to widespread public alarm over
police raids and detentions, It will not stop
people from continuing to ask what sort of
country South Africa is becoming. -

The latest burst of activity started last
weekend when a number of Indians were
rounded up. This was followed by a series of
raids before dawn on Sunday morning on the
homes of a number of people in Johannes-
burg, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Pietermar-
jtzburg, East London and Grahamstown.
With all this strong-arm melodrama and
upheaval the ordinary man might have sup-
posed that the police were at least on the
track of an arms cache or a bomb factory.
‘They appear to have been looking for type-
writers — and documents,

Then came the two shocking incidents
which gave a new and very ugly turn to the
story — the death of the Indian Mr. Timol,
and the hospitalisation of a young Indian
detainee, Mr. Essop, whose parents were
denied access to him or even adequate
information about him.

The Security Police have a black record as
far as the safety of their detainees is
concerned, Mr. Timol, so it has been re-
ported, is the seventeenth to die in custody
and the tenth to commit suicide, His death
comes on top of renewed indignation over
the case 'of the Imam Haron, which was
maain hrouneht to public attention bv the

prived of their liberty and held incommunica-
do for nine months. During that time, in
effect, they were wiped off the face of the
earth.

Most people must by now be familiar
with the long list of shocking, ghastly allega-
tions that deal with the sufferings of detained
people. There are enough of these charges to
indicate that something is seriously wrong
with the system.

Mr. Vorster should know about all these
things better than anyone else. He should
know of the havoc being caused to innocent
people in the hunt for communists and
subversives. He should know of the extent to
which people, innocent or guilty, have been
robbed of their most elementary rights to
‘seck the protection of the law.

In the light of all these events and in face
of mounting evidence that casts at least some
suspicion on police methods of interrogation,
the best that Mr. Vorster can do is to come
up with a phoney debating point that will
fool nobody.

The main question, as far as we can judge,

is not whether there should be a judicial
inquiry, but whether Mr. Vorster is a fit and
proper person to be in charge of this
administration. Either he has lost complete
control, and the police feel free to do as they
please; or he is not prepared to discourage
this kind of activity — and, of the two pos-
sibilities, it is difficult to say which is worse.

There will be no judicial inquiry, largely
because the Prime Minister's control and
direction of events do not bear examinalion.
He has no wish to go into the dock. It is he,
rather than the police, who must be held
mainly responsible for a deteriorating situa-
tion. The traditional standards of individual

WHATEVER else one might
say about the SABC, at

liberty and the rule of law are rapidly being § s i SRS,
snuffed out by a process that appears to us :D M -th '-t1’
far worse than the terror it is ostensibly ¢: Ore I I 1:
trying to stamp out. :, . a ::
4
COUNTRY  ‘Withoutlt i
: [
: :; “THERE was a time when ::
Even without these shocking évents we :' inav‘:aai :.::I;gaﬁl ﬁm 'L"mse". 1:
have already reached a sorry state. A typical 1: At one time people cven §
example of ridiculous harassment was the 9 b}’gi“‘ted. that there was 3:b
experience the other day of Mr. Peter ¢ fl‘: tﬂeiﬂa,mﬁ;{ t{;’:’e';‘ h?\l:-'e 1:
Magubane, formerly a well-known Press d: changed. K S
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few words in public with Mrs. Winnie ¢ :‘;i“ Sl tf:(fm"“‘if dots ¢
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taking the names of his visitors. What has all
that got to do with terrorism?

Occasionally, as in the case of Mr, Timol,
there is a public outcry, whereupon senior
police officers clam up, start passing the buck
and are conveniently “not available for com-
ment.” '

These methods cannot be tolerated if
South Africans are to be able to hold up their
heads without shame. Furthermore, the
Prime Minister is quite wrong when he
claims that these methods are criticised in
order to undermine the police. No reasonable
person underestimates the importance of the
police in protecting the country against
subversion, but we are surely strong enough

A Coloured man convicted of
rape, was asked what he had to
say on the question of sent-
ence. ‘“Master can give me two
years,” he said, “master can
give me three years. Master can
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least it is predictable, Its
treatment, for example, of
last Sunday’s Security
Police raids was just what
one would have expected
— it barely mentioned
them.

More than 100 academics,
students, clergymen, journalists
and others were raided, and
both the English and Afrikaans
newspapers gave the story
splash treatment. By any objec-
tive broadcasting standards this
was a major story. But the
SABC allotted only a sentence
or two to it in a couple of
broadecasts,

Instead of dealing with the
activities of the Security Police
in South Africa, the SABC —
in its 8 a.m. news service on
Monday — dealt with the activ-
ities of the Security Police in
Canada (where they were pro-
tecting the Soviet Prime MMinis-
ter, Mr. Kosygin) and in
France (where they were pro-
tecting the Communist Party
secretary, Mr. Brezhnev).

In its lunch-hour news broad-
cast on Monday, the SABC

Yarns about some
S. African judges

IN his memoirs, “Blackwell Remembers”, published by
Howard Timmins, Mr. Leslie Blackwell tells some yarns
about his former colleagues, the judges of the Supreme
Court of South Africa. Here are some of them:

record appeared before Judge-

" President Gerry Maritz, and he

noticed that his name was
‘Dynamite Ndhlovu.” In passing
sentence he said he felt sure
that with a name like that the
nriconer would naturally be
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The main question, as far as we can judge,
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There will be no judicial inquiry, largely
because the Prime Minister’s control and
direction of events do not bear examination.
He has no wish to go into the dock, It is he,
rather than the police, who must be held
mainly responsible for a deteriorating situa-
tion. The traditional standards of individual
liberty and the rule of law are rapidly being
snuffed out by a process that appears to us
far worse than the terror it is ostensibly
trying to stamp out,

COUNTRY

Even without these shocking évents we
have already reached a sorry state. A typical
example of ridiculous harassment was the
experience the other day of Mr, Peter
Magubane, formerly a well-known Press
photographer, who cannot carry on his work
because he is under a ban, He exchanged a
few words in public with Mrs, Winnije
Mandela, also a banned person, in the course
of doing her children g good turn. That was a
technical offence, and the magistrate accept-
ed that it was an innocent meeting and
imposed a suspended sentence. But, hovever
innocent and technical, it did not prevent Mi.
Magubane from having to stand trial. Nor did
it prevent the Security Police from promptly
raiding Mr. Magubane’s room in Soweto and
taking the names of his visitors, What has all
that got to do with terrorism?

Occasionally, as in the case of Mr. Timol,
there is a public outcry, whereupon senior
police officers clam up, start passing the buck
and are conveniently “not available for com-
ment.” '
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least it is predictable. Its
freatment, for example, of
last  Sunday’s Security
Police raids was just what
one would have expected
— it barely mentioned
them,

More than 100 academics,
students, clergymen, journalists
and others were raided, and
both the English and Afrikaans
newspapers gave the story
splash treatment, By any objec-
tive broadcasting standards this
was a major story. But the
SABC allotted only a sentence
or two to it in a couple of
broadecasts.

Instead of dealing with the
activities of the Security Police
in South Africa, the SABC —
in its 8 a.m. news service on
Monday — dealt with the actiy-
ities of the Security Police in
Canada (where they were pro-
tecting the Soviet Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Kosygin) and in
France (where they were pro-
tecting the Communist Party
secretary, Mr. Brezhnev).

In its lunch-hour news broad-
cast on Monday, the SABC

Yarns about some
S. African judges
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TALKS ON WHITE PROBLEM

tROUP of well-known Col-
gurcédR academics are glanntﬁg
a conference at which i Se
White problem will be -
CUEI‘SESQ are looking for a Sulljt-
able venue and if one Caﬂ't (Sz
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from all walks of life to _aé
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thﬁ]\‘r\feoarant to discover wh?{t
our White brothers are think-
ing,” a spokesman of the grouE
said. “We want them to spea
frankly to us and to tell us
what their problems are.

“We want to enter into dia-
logue with them. Dialogue qls
more important at this stage
than integration, although so;imta
of us feel that one day t a’t
will come, ‘;loq.t But we don

o rush it. ¥
wa‘Ppt;llt we are looking for is a
full and frank discussion ;{u
that we can help our White
brothers. We don’t want them
to think that no one cares
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in fact, that it hurts.” f

(This report is fictitious, (11;
course, but it makes you think,
doesn’t it?)
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ueLduiees nave S0 1dr commitred suicide while
1n custody?

What kind of instructions were the police
obeying when they detained a brother and
sister — Alfred and Gwendolyn Wilcox —
fo. nine months?

The Wilcoxes were not called as State
witnesses and they were not charged with
any offence. If the police were acting accord-
ing to law, public alarm springs from the fact
that we now have a law which makes it
“legal” for two innocent people to be de-

UNHAPPY

IN THE ARTICLE ABOVE, WE DEALT
WITH MR. VORSTER'S painfully inade-
quate reply to widespread public alarm over
police raids and detentions. It will not stop
people from continuing to ask what sort of
country South Africa is becoming,

The latest burst of activity started last
weekend when a number of Indians were
rounded up. This was followed by a series of
raids before dawn on Sunday morning on the
homes of a number of people in Johannes-
burg, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Pietermar-
itzburg, East London and Grahamstowmn.
With all this strong-arm melodrama and
upheaval the ordinary man might have sup-
posed that the police were at least on the
track of an arms cache or a bomb factory.
They appear to have been looking for type-
writers — and documents,

Then came the two shocking incidents
which gave a new and very ugly turn to the
story — the death of the Indian Mr. Timol,
and the hospitalisation of a young Indian
detainee, Mr. Essop, whose parents were.
denied access to him or even adequate
information about him.

The Security Police have a black record as
far as the safety of their detainees is
concerned. Mr. Timol, so it has been re-
ported, is the seventeenth to die in custody
and the tenth to commit suicide. His death
comes on top of renewed indignation over
the case 'of the Imam Haron, which was
again brought to public attention by the
Rev. Bernard Wrankmore’s hunger strike.
How long can Mr, Vorster continue to stand
by and do nothing while the record gets
blacker and blacker? _

sibilities, it is difficult to say which is worse,

There will be no judicial inquiry, largely
bacause the Prime Minister's control and
direction of events do not bear examination.
He has no wish to go into the dock. It is he,
rather than the police, who must be held
mainly responsible for a deteriorating situa-
tion. The traditional standards of individual
liberty and the rule of law are rapidly being
snuffed out by a process that appears to us

far worse than the terror it is ostensibly

trying to stamp out.

COUNTRY

Even without these shocking évents we
have already reached a sorry state. A typical
example of ridiculous harassment was the
experience the other day of Mr. Peter
Magubane, formerly a well-known Press
photographer, who cannot carry on his work
because he is under a ban. He exchanged a
few words in public with Mrs. Winnie
Mandela, also a banned person, in the course
of doing her children a good turn. That was a
technical offence, and the magistrate accept-
ed that it was an innocent meeting and
imposed a suspended sentence. But, hovever
innocent and technical, it did not prevent Mr.
Magubane from having to stand trial. Nor did
it prevent the Security Police from promptly
raiding Mr. Magubane’s room in Soweto and
taking the names of his visitors, What has all
that got to do with terrorism?

Occasionally, as in the case of Mr. Timol,
there is a public outcry, whereupon senior
police officers clam up, start passing the buck
and are conveniently “not available for com-
ment.” i

These methods cannot be tolerated if
South Africans are to be able to hold up their
heads without shame. Furthermore, the

Prime Minister is quite wrong when he

claims that these methods are criticised in
order to undermine the police. No reasonable
person underestimates the importance of the
police in protecting the country against
subversion, but we are surely strong enough
to fight subversion without creating even
worse evils in the process. It will be a very
poor bargain if the conquest of subversion
leads us into becoming a police state.

IGNORED BY S/

WHATEVER else one might
say about the SABC, at

without it

“THERE was a time when
it was unheard of not to
have a radio in the house.
At one time people even
boasted that there was a
radio in every room and
in the car. But times have
changed.

“Today it has almost be-
come a status symbol to be
able to say that one does
not have a radio. If not
this, then at least it has
snobh value . . . there are
people who refuse to buy a
radio hecause the pro-
grammes which the SABC
offers, in their opinion, do
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least it is predictable. Its
treatment, for example, of
last  Sunday's  Security
Police raids was just what
one would have expected
— it barely mentioned
them,

More than 100 academics,
students, clergymen, journalists
and others were raided, and
both the English and Afrikaans
newspapers gave the story
splash treatment. By any objec-
tive broadcasting standards this
was a major story. But the
SABC allotted only a sentence
or two to it in a couple of
broadcasts.

Instead of dealing with the
activities of the Security Police
in South Africa, the SABC —
in its 8 a.m. news service on
Monday — dealt with the activ-
ities of the Security Police in
Canada (where they were pro-
tecting the Soviet Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Kosygin) and in
France (where they were pro-
tecting the Communist Party
secretary, Mr. Brezhnev).

In its lunch-hour news broad-
cast on Monday, the SABC

Yarns about some
S. African judges

IN his memoirs, “‘Blackwell Remembers”, published by
Howard Timmins, Mr. Leslie Blackwell tells some yarns
about his former colleagues, the judges of the Supreme
Court of South Africa. Here are some of them:

A Coloured man-convicted of
rape, was asked what he had to '
say on the question of sent-
ence. “Master can give me two
years,” he said, “master can
give me three years. Master can
even give me four years. But
he Wwil] never make this sort of
thing unpopular in this dis-
dvﬂu..n -uu M

* » ®

Ex-Judge Blackwell recounts
a story that Dr. Patterson,
principal of Pretoria University
College, used to tell about Mr.
Justice Willie Pitman.

“In his early days, Pitman
won a_scholarship to Oxford.
He called on the principal to
discuss his course  of studies,
and the Head said to him: ‘Are
you a church-goer? Do you
subscribe to the 39 'Articles?’

“Pitman shifted uneasily on
one foot. 1 am here on a
scholarship, Sir,” he said, ‘and
have not much money, but I do
not mind giving as much as the
other fellows are giving. »

= £ L

“A diverting story used to be
told about one of my colleagues
who, to put it gently, was not
famous for his masculine beau-
ty. He was taking circuit at
Nylstroom where the -court-
room is opposite the hotel at
which the judge was staying.
All he had to do was to walk
across the road, but protocol
dictated that he be escorted on
each occasion by the Chief of
Police, a sergeant and a couple
of constables. .

“There was to be a big .
murder trial next day before
the same judge, sitting with a
jury, and jurors had gathered
irom all over the countryside.
Two of these men were stand-
ing on the pavement and saw
the judge and his mmnﬁn cross
over, the judge, of course, not
in his robes but wearing ordi-
nary clothes. _

“ ‘Is it not plain,’ remarked
one, ‘from his face alone that
he is a b . . , murderer?’ ”

» B8 K .

“Once an African with a had

the screen.

who (A) are short-sighted,
down an aisle, (C)

record appeared before Judge-
President Gerry Maritz, and he
noticed that his name was

- ‘Dynamite Ndhlovu.’ In passing

sentence he said he felt sure
that with a name like that the
prisoner would naturally be
predisposed towards crimes of
violence, and, semi-seriously,
advised him to change it.

“A year or two later the
same African came up again.
‘Didn’t I advise you,” said Mar-
itz, ‘to change your name?’ ‘I
did,’ replied the criminal, ‘I did
change it

‘What did you change it to?’
said the judge. ‘I changed it to

Dynamite Maritz.”

HOGARTH'S
QUIDDITY

“Se far, so good — the

trouble is, now we have

run out of world powers
to visit.”

SITUATIONS VACANT

WANTED: Coloured girls to work as usherettes in
White cinemas in Johannesburg. In accordance with
the requirements laid down by the Publications Con-
trol Board, these girls will not be allowed to look at

Preference will be given, therefore, .wo applicants |
(B) can walk backwards |
can walk sideways like a crab.
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