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Mr. Vorster answers ‘Mail’

Political Reporter

THE Prime-Minister, Mr. Vors-
ter, yesterday responded to a
list of written questions, put
to him by the Rand Daily
Mail, on the recent detentions
by the Security Police and the
health of the detainees.

The list of questiong was drawn
up by the Rand Daily Mail be-
cause of the growing public
concern over the detentions
and the death in detention of

the young Indian teacher, Mr.
Ahmed Timeol.

This is a list of the questions
submitted to-Mr., Vorster and
his answers:

@ How many people have heen
detained in the past week?
Who are they? When are they

|

likely to be charged or re-
leased? — “Tt is not in the
interests of the public and the
safety of the State to give
the names of the persons de-
tained. They will be released
or charged as soon as the. in-
vestigations are concluded.”

@ Were the families of those
detained informed of their de-
tention and, if so, when? If
the families were mnot in-
formed what was the reason
for this? — “The families of
the detainees were informed
of their detention as soon as
‘possible after the event.”

@ Are those presently in de-
tention in good health? —
“All are in good health ex-
cept one Essop. His case has

tcry
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FRQM all quarters of South Africa

yesterday reaction built up to the
death in defention of Mr. Ahmed Timol,
with insistent demands for an immediate
judicial inquiry into allegations of ill-
treatment of detainees.

At the same time, the Prime
Minister, Mr. Vorster, replied to
questions put to him by the Rand
Daily Mail—and in znother statement
rejected public demands for a judicial
commission and warned that further
defentions could bi expected.

In a day of drama, othjkr developments were;

7 T ® A private pathologist, Dr,
Jonathan Gluckman, attended
the three-hour -autopsy of Mr.
Timol and said his findings
would take several weeks.

® Thousands attended Mr.
Timol's funeral in Roodepoort.
® Roman Catholic leaders
 and Cardinal McCann joined
hundreds of protesters calling

for an immediate public in-
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been dealt with in the pres-
ent proceedings in court”’

This is a reference to yester-

day’s order by Mr. Justice
Margo, who ordered a f¢ll in-
vestigation into the case of
the defainee, Mr, Mohammed
Essop.

@® What is the nature of the
illess of the detainee, Moham-
med Essop, and what is his
present condition? — Mr. Vor-
ster did not reply.

@ What are the circumstances

surrounding the fall of the de-
tainee, Ahmed Timol? — “The
circumstances of the death of

the detainee' Timol will be:

fully canvassed in the inquest
proceedings to be held accord-
ing to law.”

® How many policemen were

with him at the time of his
fall? What are their names
and ranks? Was he heing in-
terrogated at the time? — Mr,
— Mr. Vorster did not reply.

@ What measures are in opera-

tion on the 10th floor of John
Vorster Square  police head-
quarters to prevent this type
of ineident? — Mr. Vorster
did not reply.

® Are the windows covered hy

hars, shutters or wire mesh?
— Mr. Vorster did not reply.

@® At what hour was the Timol

family informed of his death?
Mr. Vorster did not reply.

® Was Mr. Timol ‘dead when

police reached him after his
fall? If not, how soon after

the fall did he die? At what
hour was he certified dead hy
a doetor? — Mr. Vorster did
not reply.

® Mrs. Timol claims that a po-
liceman who visited her with °

three others on Tuesday told
her: “You will never see your
son again.” Is there any truth
in this allegation? Under what
law or laws are the detaineces
being held? — “There is no
truth in this allegation. Act
83 of 1967 applies.”” (The act
Xaferred to is the Terrorism
el

Do relatives, friends or legal ad-

visers have access to them
(the detainees)? — “Clause
6(6) of Act 83 of 1967 gives
a full reply to the question.”

questions

The section of the Act cited hy

Mr. Vorster reads: “No per-
son other than the Minister
or an officer in the service of
the State acting in the per-
formance of his official duties,
shall have access to any de-
tainee, or shall be entitled to
any official information re-
lating to or obtained from any
detainee.”

There are reports that the fol-

lowing people are in deten-
tion and have heen injured:
M. H. Dinath, Charda, Amina
Bulbulia, Miss 8. Araff and
Anoon Matthews, Is there any
truth in these reporis? —
“There is no truth in the
rumours, if there are in fact
such rumours, that other de-

Jetainees: public

’ THOSANDS WATCH AS AHMED

TIMOL
IS
BURIED

Stalf Reporter

THE BODY OF Mr. Ahmed
Timol, the 30-year-old Indian
teacher who fell to his death
from the tenth floor of John
Vorster Square police head-
quarters in Johannesburg on
Wednesday, was buried in a
tiny cemetery next to Main
Reef Road, Roodepoort, yester-
day afternoon.

The funeral was attended by
several thousand Moslems from
all parlts of the Transvaal.
Many schoolchildren, including
Mr. Timol's pupils® from the
Roodepoort Asiatic Hizh
School, were present.

Several White university stu-

dents also mingled with the
crowd.

Mr. Timol's body was
washed, according to Moslem

practice, and placed in a calico
shroud in a Johannesburg
mosque after an autopsy yester-
day morning.

ESCORT
The body was placed in a
coffin and taken in a green
Moslem hearse to the Timol’s
flat in Mara Strect Rands

tainees have heen injured.”

® The same set of questions

was submitted to the Minister
of Justice, Mr. Pelser, the
Commissioner of Police, Gen-
eral Gideon Joubert, and the
Head of the Security Police,
General P. J. Venter. None of
these has so far responded.

The list of questions was de-

livered to the homes of Gen-
eral Joubert and Mr. Pelser
on Thursday night. The list
for General Venter was hand-
ed in at Security Police head-
quarters in Pretoria early
vesterday. Spokesmen for the
two policemen said they were
out of their offices. There
was no response from Mr. Pel-
ser after several calls to his
office hy reporters yesterday.

Public
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against the manner in which he
died. The protest is completely
spontaneous.”

Calls by student and acade-
mic movements for a commis-
sion of inguiry were made at
student mass meetings at Jo-
hanneshurg’s College of Educa-
tion and at the University of
the Witwatersrand Medical
School. ;

A crowd of ahout 400 stu-
dents at the University of the
Witwatersrand Medical School
were told by Mr. John Kane-
Berman, a former student lead-
er that South Africans had
become conditioned to being
“governed by surprise” and
had come to accept a situation
they did not understand.

A Presbyterian minister, the
Rev. Ian Thomson, ftold the
meeting that no reasonable per-
son could any longer doubt that
violence was being done fo
detainees. )
Mr. Ernest Wentzel, described

A Johannesburg advocate,
detention without trial as “a
system cloaked in secrecy,
more fitting to a felon e¢r a
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his answers:

@ How many people have heen
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@ Are those presently in
tention in good health?
“All are in good health ex-
cept one Essop. His case has

de-

| STAFF REPORTER

ROM all quarters of South Africa

yesterday reaction built up to the
death in detention of Mr. Ahmed Timol,
with insistent demands for an immediate
judicial inquiry into allegations of ill-
treatment of detainees.

At the same time, the Prime

Minister, Mr.

Vorster,

replied to

questions put to him by the Rand
Daily Mail—and in znother statement
rejected public demands for a judicial
commission and warned that further
detentions could bel expected.

In a day of drama, othc-}-.‘r developments were:
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® A private pathologist, Dr.
Jonathan Gluckman, attended
the three-hour -autopsy of Mr.
Timol and said his findings
would take several weeks.

@ Thousands attended Mr,
Timol's funeral in Roodepoort.

@ Roman Catholic leaders
and Cardinal McCann joined

| hundreds of protesters calling

for an immediate public in-
quiry into Mr. Timol's death
and the treatment of detain-
ees generally,

@ He and other chureh lead-
ers called for prayers at the
weekend and next week.

@& In reply to the Prime Min-
ister's statement, Mr. Mike
Mitchell, United Party shadow
Minister of Justice, said Mr.
Vorster had exposed a disgrace-
ful indifference to the opera-
tions of the Security Police.

® A temporary interdict
was granted restraining the
police from assaulting Mr. Mo-
hamed Salim Essop, who is at
present in police custody.

@® In granting the interdict,
the judge said there were in-
dications that “all was not
well.” He said during the hear-
ing that the Terrorism Act did
not put the police above the
law.

Iimmediate
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@® At what hour was the Timol
family informed of his death?
Mr. Vorster did not reply.

® Wag Mr. Timol dead when

police reached him afler his

fall? If not, how soon affer
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Do relatives, friends or legal ad-
visers have access to them
(the detainees)? — “Clause
6(6) of Act 83 of 1967 gives
a full reply to the question.”

. - » '

Bulbulia, Miss S. Araff and
Anoon Matthews, Is there any
truth in these reports? —
‘“Phere is no truth in the
rumours, if there are in fact
such rumours, that olher de-

1ees: public

After the funeral of Mr. Ahmed Timol, his youngest brother,
~_ 65-year-old partially blind father, -Mr. Yusuf Timol.

Haroun, 19, and his

quarters
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Stalf Reporter

THE BODY OF Mr. Ahmed
Timol, the 30-year-old Indian
teacher who fell to his death
from the fenth floor of John
Vorster Square police head-
in Johannesburg on
Wednesday, was buried in a
tiny cemetery next to Main
Reef Road, Reodepoort, yester-
day atternoon.

The funeral was attended by
several thousand Moslems from
all parts of the Transvaal.
Many schoolchildren, including
Mr. Timol's pupils® from the
Roodepoort Asiatic High
School, were present.

Several White university stu-

dents alsp mingled with the
crowd.

Mr. Timol's body was
washed, according to Moslem

practice, and placed in a calico
shroud in a Johannesburg
mosque after an autopsy yester-
day morning.

ESCORT

The body was placed in a
coffin and taken in a green
Moslem hearse to the Timol’s
flat in Mare Street, Roode-
poort.

In the flat, women read from
the Koran and prayed round
the coffin.

Later the coffin was taken by
hearse. to the cemetery, about
two kilometres away.
schoolchildren and students fol-
lowed the hearse on foot.

Traffic police escorted the
procession and many shops
along the route stopped trading
as the procession passed. All
Indian businesses in Roode-
poort closed as a mark of res-
pect yesterday.

TURNS

The procession stopped on
open ground outside the ceme-
tery for a short prayer, led by
the Roodepoort Imam, Molvi
Osman Poothawala.

One of the Timol’s other
sons, Mohammed, who is in
detention in Durban, was not
allowed to attend his brother’s
funeral. A neighbour of the
Timols said a Durban lawyer

had applied to the Minister of |
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treatment of detainees,
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® A private pathologist, Dr.
Jonathan Gluckman, attended
the three-hour autopsy of Mr.
Timol and said his findings
would take several weeks.

@ Thousands allended Mr.
Timol's funeral in Roodepoort.

® Roman Catholic leaders
and Cardinal MeCann joined
hundreds of protesters calling
for an immediate public in-
quiry into Mr. Timol's death
and the treatment of detain-
ees generally.

@ He and other church lead-
ers called for prayers at the
weekend and next week,

@ In reply to the Prime Min-
ister's statement, Mr. Mike
Mitchell, United Party shadow
Minister of Justice, said Mr.
Vorster had exposed a disgrace-
ful indifference to the opera-
tions of the Security Police.

@® A temporary interdict
was granted restraining the
police from assaulting Mr. Mo-
hamed Salim KEssop, who is at
present in police custody.

@® In granting fhe interdict,
the judge said there were in-
dications that “all was not
well.” He said during the hear-
ing that the Terrorism Act did
not put the police above the
law.

immediate

The Roman Catholic Arch-
hishop of Cape Town, Owen
Cardinal McCann, called for an
immediate public inguiry into
the death of Mr. Timol.

He announced that there
would be a night vigil of
prayer in St. Mary's Cathedral,
Cape Town, on Monday.

Cardinal MecCann said he
wished “to express deep sympa-
thy with the family of M.
Timol. 1 earnestly join in the
call for an immediate public
inquiry into his death, and
reiterate my support for an
inquiry into allegations of ill-
treatment of detainees.

“T repeat the protest of the
Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ conference against de-
tention without trial. I feel
deeply concerned about the
whole position.

“There will be a night vigil
of prayer in St. Mary's Cathed-
ral, Cape Town, from the eve-
ning of November 1, commenc-
ing at 5.45 pm, to the morning
of November 2, concluding
with Mass at 6 am.”

Hundreds of solemn and sil-
ent schoolchildren staged an
hour-long sit-in in the court-
yvard of Lenasia’s Nirvana High
School yesterday.

According to a teacher many
of the children had been Mr.
Timol’s pupils in Roodepoort
hetore being moved to Nirvana
High.

A pupil said Mr. Timol had
been regarded as a very intelli-
gent man, popular with his

pupils. “We nre here to protest '

After the funeral of Mr. Ahmed Timol, his youngest brother,

: Haroun, 19, and his
~ 65-year-old partially blind father, Mr. Yusuf Timol.

Wednesday, was buried in a
tiny cemetery next to Main
Reef Road, Roodepoort, yester-
day afternoon.

The funeral was attended by
several thousand Moslems from
all parts of the Transvaal.
Many schoolchildren, including
Mr. Timol’s pupils® from the
Roodepoort Asiatic High
School, were present.

Several White university stu-

dents also mingled with the
crowd,
Mr. Timol’s bhody was

washed, according fo Moslem
practice, and placed in a calico
shroud in a Johannesburg
mosque after an autopsy yester-
day morning.

ESCORT

The body was placed in a
coffin and taken in a green
Moslem hearse to the Timol’s
flat in Mare Street, Roode-
poort.

In the flat, women read from
the Koran and prayed round
the coffin.

Later the coffin was taken by
hearse. to the cemetery, about
two kilometres away. Men.

schoolchildren and students fol- |

lowed the hearse on foot.

Traffic police escorted the
procession and many shops
along the route stopped trading
as the procession passed. All
Indian businesses in Roode-
poort closed as a mark of res-
pect yesterday.

TURNS

The procession stopped on
open ground outside the ceme-
tery for a short prayer, led by
the Roodepoort Imam, Molvi
Osman Poothawala.

One of the Timol's other
sons, Mohammed, who is in
detention in Durban, was not
allowed to attend his brother’s
funeral. A neighbour of the
Timols said a Durban lawyer
had applied to the Minister of
Justice, Mr. Pelser, for permis-
sion, but the application had
been turned down.
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