§ coverage of the Common | Barakat Ahmed, the Indian

Brute force
e il A0 L0

£L

~ | Death of detainee « /%%

ANGER AND CONCERN, at home and Ooverseas, con-
tinues to mount following the death of the Security
Police detainee, Mr Ahmed Timol, and the Prime
Minister’s refusal to agree- to a judicial mnquiry into

IllS d.eath. those responsible “criminals.” | before his final examinations
3 . . o Speaking in the Assembly’s | is bad enough. That he should
In spite of extensive special political committee, Dr | hecome extremely ill in the in-

teryening days with no ex-
| Markef issue and the con- delegate, said: “The torture of | planation is ominous.

i tinued trouble in North- opponents of apartheid during We find the circumstances
ern Ireland, the death of | detention is one of the most | of his sudden disappearance
| Mr Timol and Mr Vorster's disturbing developments in | apg unexpectedly severe ill-

refusal continue fo feature South Africa. ness guite unacceptable,

i yeg e The Assembly's special poli- . 3
' %))l'.mzllnentr{} h ﬂ;elBl.]t.lSh | tical committee chairman, the | (,m'dtﬂ(l.l
ress and on teleyision Irish ambassador, Mr Cornelius | =————————— :
and radio, Cremin, said the committee In Cape Town, Cardinal

Mr Vorster's rejection of
demands for a judicial inquiry
is carried today in front-page
articles in both the Times and.
the Guardian and was included
in television and radio news
bulletins last night.

would decide later what action Owen McCann, Roman Catholic
it should take on' the Indian Archbishop of Cape Town,
statement. has called for an ililmeadiattﬁ
In Johannesburg last night, | Public inquiry into the dea

the ' Chiet . Rabbi. Dr A= S | of Mr Timol.

Casper, fold a congregation in He announced that there
the Great Synazogue, that would ‘bestaM‘uig.hthg]gue Olf
4The Times re refers t while the authorities of the | prayer in lary’s Cathedral,
é;;;'er Ti:}]esa'rf}ﬂgﬁthf:fe;;ﬂtﬂg State had a heayy burdem of | Cape, Town, on AMonday.
etitled “‘Police terrorism in duty to maintain stability and Anild the rising protest over
 South Africa.” It is the second | 800d order in the country, the | Security - Police artivity, Mrs
leader in a major British daily | fragic events of the last few | Jean Sinelair, national presi-
on the question of detainges in | days had increased the grow- | dent of the Black Sash, claimed
South Africa since Mr Timol’s | IN8 disquiet on the question of | yesterday that even fhe Minis-
death, the treatment of detainees, | ter of Justice “does not seem

The leader says “There will “There are two issues here,” | to know” when the police
be no surprise that My Vorster | he said. “The first is the law | applied detention without trial,
has rejected the call for ap | Dermitting the detention of “The Terrorism Act gives

inquiry into the death of prr | People without trial and no | the police complete power fo
Ahmed Timoi,” and speaks I\O}' recourse to the courts. This in | -detain Aanybody at all indefini.
a strangely uﬁguardéd window | 1t5elf must cause concern, tely, without trial and in secret
?. P ¥y 3 » A 1
of the police interrogation room (out the suspicion that such | If they so wish,” Mrs Sinclair
in Johannesburg, detainees may be subjected to Sl okl
improper treatment is causing '"Even the Mn'uster_ of
grave enxiety, and it is surely | Justice does not seem to know |
not unreasonable to ask that | When the police act in this |
It says: “Brute forec js no | fthe circumstances be clarified ?;i"éiinér “to: hisy Sii&ﬁ‘jﬁ{ on
longer the sole weapon in the DY a judicial inquiry in order | Wednesday, that the police
arsenal of police persuasion | t0 set people’s minds af rest | vWednesday, that the police

Y=

]

B

f
{

[

Released
doctor |
resting

DR MOHAMED MOMO-
NIAT (44), a prominent ‘
member of the Indian coms : -
munity of Johannesburg § o

and Lenasia, is resting to- R S ,
day after almost six days

of detention. !

His detention last Saturday
Ctame as a surprise not only ta
Dr Momoniat, but also. to the
hundreds of patients he served
in his practices in the city
and Lenasia. A large percen:
tage of them are White, |

“The 'Security Police, when
they released me, told me thatl
there were lots of representa%

tions by many people,” h
said.

“l was overwhelmed by the
public response and prayer

Every night there used fo b
4 gafhering at my hoime,”
REUNION- :
A father of four, he was
overioved to return to hig
family.
“To me the family reunio

is the most impotrtant. -thing
at the moment,” he said.

He intended to speak abou
his experience—"but T want to
make a responsible, considéred
statement. For this I need
time.”

Dr Momoniat is well knowr
in the Indian community as ths
vice chairman of the Johan
nesburg Indian Welfare Aszso
ciation, a registered welfarg
organisation. >

He said his practice wad
multiracial as “my philosanhs
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S § tinued trouble in North-

- § ern Ireland, the death of
§ Mr Timol and Mr Vorster’s
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Mr Vorster's rejection of |

demands for a judicial inquiry
is carried today in front-page

articles in hoth the Times and . |

the Guardian and was included
in television and radio news
bulietins last night,

-iTl;.e Times JLeport refers the |
reader to a leading  article

eatitled “Police terrorism in |
Sotith Africa.” It is the second |

leader in a major British daily
on the question of detainees in
South Africa since Mr Timol’s
death.

The leader says “There will
be no surprise that Mr Vorster
has rejected the call for an
inquiry into the death of Mr

Abhmed Timoi)” and speaks of

a strangely unguarded window
of the police interrogation room
in Johannesburg.
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It says: “Brute forec is no

longer the sole weapon in the |

arsenal of police persuasion,
and to let a suspect commit
suicide, or to amdit to it,
must seem miserahle bungling
in other states. There is
ample evidence fthat much
police action in South Africa
is  the result of pure
erassness. -, , ,?

The article ends by praising
Mr Justice Margo's injunction
to the police not to Interrogate
the medical student, Mr
Mohammed Essop, in an illegal
manner. “It is in the best
traditions of the South African
Bench.” g

And at the United Nations
yesterday, India called on the
General Assembly to deplore
the deaths: of Agians  and
others while under detention
in South Afriea and to declare

those responsible “criminals.”

Speaking in the Assembly's
special political committee, Dr
Barakat Ahmed, the Tndian
delegate, said: “The torture of
opponents of apartheid during
detention is one of the most
disturbing  developments in
South Africa.”

The Assembly’s special poli-
tical committee chairman, the
Irish ambassador, Mr Cornelius
Cremin, said the committee
would decide later what action
it should take on' the Indian
statement.

In Jehannesburg last night,
the Chief - Rabbi, Dr A. &,
Casper, told a congregation in
the Great Synagogue, that
while the authorities of the
State had a Nleavy burden of
duty to maintain stability and
good order in the country, the
tragic events of the last few
days had increased tha grow-
ing disquiet on the question of
the treatment of detainees.

“There are two issues lere,™”
he said. “The first is the law
permitting the detention of
people without trial and no
recourse to the courts. This in
itself must cause concern.

“But the suspicion that such

detainees may be subjected to |

improper treatment is causing
grave enxiety, and it is surely
not unreasonable to ask that
the circumstances be clarified
by a judicial inquiry in order
to set people’s minds at rest.

“Where human lives are in.
volved, official responsibility
becomes great.”

Medical students

Eighty-seven third-vear stu-
dents at Wits Medical School
have signed a statement to
The Star protfesting against
the detention of their cal.
league, Mr Mohamed Essop.

The statement says:

As third-year medical sty-
dents we cannot disguise our
hurt and. disgust that one of
our colleagues, Mohamed Salim
Essop, should suffer such arbi.
trary State action,

That he should be summar-

“ily arrested in the early hours

of the morning two weeks
e gl Falie

ng the death of the Security
Mr Ahmed T imol, and the Prime
gree to a judicial inquiry into

. before his final examinations
is bad enough. That he should
beconie extremely ill in the in-
tervening days with no ex-
planation is ominous.

We find the eircumstances
of his sudden disappearance
and unexpectedly severe ill-
ness quite unacceptable,

Cardinal

. In Cape Town, Cardinal
Owen McCann, Roman Catholic
Arvchbishop of Cape Town,
has called for an immediate
publie inquiry into the death
of Mr Timol.

He announced that there

| would be a night vigil of |
l prayer in St Mary's Cathedral, |

'- Cape, Townl, on Aguday,

Anild the rising protest over |

| Security = Palice activity, Mrs
Jean Sinclair, national presi-
dent of the Black Sash, claimed
yesterday that even the Minis.
ter of Justice *does not seem
to know” when the police
applied detention without trial,
“The Terrorism Act gives
the police complete power to
| ~detain anybody at all indefini-
i tely, without trial and in secret
if they so wish,” Mrs Sinclair
said.
| “Even the Minister of
Justice does not seem to know
when the police act in this
way. He seems satisfied, ac-
cording  to his statement on
Wednesday, that the police
“will send me a report in a
few days’ time.”
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