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Meetlng
over
detention

The Human Rights Com-
mittee is to hold a public
meeting in Johannesburg
to call for the ‘“uncon-
ditional release” of the
40 people who are being
detained under Section 6
of the Terrorism Act.
Dozens of men and
women were deftained
after a pro-Frelimo rally
was banned in Durban in
September, '
WHAT PRICE?
. In a statement issued
today, the Human Rights
Committee says it
questions the South
African Government's
interference in a rally

organised in support of a -

friendly neighbour state,
and asks ‘“what price
detente” when 40 people
have heen held without
access to their families,
attorneys and religious
advisors for four months.
A resolution passed by
1200 people at meetings
in Durban and Johannes:
burg on December 8, con:
demning the Government

for “violating the Univer:

sal Declaration of Human
Rights” . and demanding
the lifting of the bhan on
the people’s organisations
and individuals, will be
sent to the Prime Minis-
ter, the - State President,

the Leader of the Opposi-

tion, Mrs Helen Suzman
and other  prominent
people.
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More join
Terrors,
Act

protests - &
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THE Progressive Reform

Party, the United Party
and the Human Rights
Committee have joined
the Council of Churches
and the Christian = Insti-
tute condemnation of the
new wave of Security
Police detentions in
terms of the Terrorism
Act.

Mr '‘Colin Eglin, leader of

the PRP said this week:
“It is high time the Min-
ister of Justice made a
statement on the recent
wave of detentions. Those
at present being held
should either be charged
or released wuhout de-
lay 1

The United Party caucus

. said the Terrorism Act
was intended to deal with
terrorist incursions acCross
the borders. “It is wholly
re vonant that its arbi-
trary powers should be
routinely used to deprive
other suspected activists
of their normal legal de-
fences.”

It stated that the continued

recourse to the “abhorrent
provisions” of Sec, 6 of
the Act (detention clause)
“is not only destructive of
the Rule of Law, but will
instantly undo much of
the international confi-
dence gradually being re-
stored by the Prime Mi-
nister's painstaking poli-
cies of detente”,

TORTURE

The Johannesburg-hased

Human Rights Committee
in a statement said the
world < should bhe told
about the 70 or more
people being detained
under Section 6 of the
Terrorism Act at a time
when Mr Vorster “is
playing  detente  with
Africa”.

“We express  solidarity
with the detainees and
their families, knowing
that serious torture alle-
gations have been made
in Terrorism Act cases
that have come to court.

“We demand the immediate
unconditional release of
detainees and the repeal
of the Terrorism Act.”

Yesterday, Mrs Ilona
Kleinschmidt, wife of the
detained Mr Klein-
schmidt, received the fol-
lowing telegram from the
Australian Union of Stu-
dents:

“We express full solidarity
with .you and your hus-
band. We c¢all on the
South African Govern-
ment to release him and
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their families, knowing
that serious torture alle-
gations have been made
in Terrorism Act cases
that have come to court.

“We demand the immediate
unconditional release of
detainees and the repeal
of the Terrorism Act.”

Yesterday, Mrs Ilona
Kleinschmidt, wife of the
detained Mr  Klein-
schmidt, received the fol-
lowing telegram from the
Australian Union of Stu-
dents:

“We express full solidarity
with you and your hus-
band. We call on the
South African Govern-
ment to release him and
other detainees immedi-
ately.” Signed, Ian Mec-
Donald, president.”

The supportive group of
the Christian Institute in
Holland, Kairos, sent the
following message: “We
convey our deep-felt sym-
pathy for Tlona and child-
ren. May the God of Ab-
braham, David, Bonhoef-
fer and Martin Luther
. King strengthen you all.”




